
	  

Caption:	  Megan	   Highfill	   leads	   one	   of	   the	   ES	  Music	   classes	   in	   end	   of	   class	   mini	   yoga	   session,	   so	   that	  
students	  can	  center	  themselves	  and	  get	  ready	  for	  their	  next	  class.	  

 

MEET OUR FACULTY: Megan Highfill Elementary School Music Teacher 

Megan Highfill is ISP’s new Elementary School Music Teacher. Megan joins ISP after 2 
years teaching music at a small international school in Borneo, Indonesia. Prior to 
teaching in Borneo, Megan also taught in Egypt and the United States.  

Why did you pick ISP? 

“I had wanted to get back into a bigger school with a more established department, a 
bigger theater and ability to be involved in mores aspects of the school. I had also 
worked with ISP’s VAPA Director Adam Herzig while I was in Egypt and was eager to 
work with him again. ISP was pretty much the only school I considered and I got really 
lucky there was an opening in ES. I will be teaching ES Music PreK-5th Grade, and will 
also be the vocal coach for this year’s High School Musical.” Megan will also be 
directing this year’s Elementary School Musical during our second semester.  
“Additionally I hope to broaden my background and experience in technical theater, 
learning how to work the lights and sound board.”  

“I also love the beauty of panama and its mix of city meets nature. I love being able to 
be in the city and see the ocean or the mountains from my window. I have also enjoyed 
meeting students. I find them very confident, bold risk takers and very willing to try new 
things even though what I am doing is quite different than what they are used to. And 
the staff has just been amazing, my favorite thing is just being in this building where I 



can open my door and hear a band practicing, a saw cutting wood for a stage, a 
dramatic scene being rehearsed next door, the film class screening clips, all the sights 
and sounds of the visual and performing arts meeting in one location.” 

What is your approach to teaching music? 

“In the last 2 years I have shifted over to a more project based approach. That came 
from studying a technology certification very progressive form of education. I really 
believe in community independence, I don’t say individual independence, because 
students are still working together. They are working independently in the sense that I 
am not teaching them direct instruction. I like to be in front of them as little time as 
possible and then I act more like a coach as I go around to the groups and I guide them 
through the musical standards and practices that I hope for them to learn in the project. 
It’s about creation and performance. That is the goal.” 

	  

	  

	  


