
 
 

 

We will educate and inspire our students to reach their full potential and contribute to the world by providing an 
exemplary English language education enriched by our multicultural community. 

ISP Language Policy  
***************************************************************** 

Philosophy Statement: 
We believe that language learning promotes compassion and understanding for other cultures, 
sensitivity towards others and contributes to the development of social skills and international 
mindedness.  Language development in more than one language is key to international understanding 
and personal growth.  Language is best acquired in a positive environment that provides opportunities 
for students to be engaged in meaningful learning experiences.  Language, as our means of thinking and 
communicating, is intrinsic to the learning of all subjects.   As a result, all ISP community members strive 
to foster language development. 

Guiding Principles: 
The International School of Panama serves a multilingual, multicultural community.  Throughout our 
curriculum and programs, ISP provides opportunity for language development and cultural awareness 
for all members of the school community. 
 

 English is the language of instruction and communication at ISP. 

 Our English language learners are supported to acquire the skills and knowledge needed to 
access the regular curriculum. 

 We provide a challenging curriculum and ensure its accessibility to students with varying 
language proficiencies. 

 The school offers professional development and support in linguistic and cultural awareness 
for all faculty members. 

 All community members share responsibility as role models of respectful, inclusive 
communication. 

 All K-12 students study Spanish either as a native or world language. 

 School policies on admissions, assessment and special needs are aligned with this language 
policy. 

 ISP engages in continuous evaluation of the students’ language needs in light of current 
research and best practices in language acquisition. 

 We work to enrich mother-tongue languages. 

 



 
 

 
Background and Development: 
Development of this policy was a direct result of a community-constructed mission statement that 
emphasized English as the language of instruction.  While we, as a community representing over 40 
nationalities, embrace all languages as a mark of enrichment and great strength, we also strive to 
position our students to enter some of the finest educational institutions the world has to offer. The 
confluence of our growth and general improvement as an academic institution demanded we re-visit 
our Language policy and core beliefs.  After the Board-Approved mission statement and following two 
accreditation cycles --- one by what is now Advanced Ed and the IBO --- we tasked both the 
Administrative Team and a Continuous Improvement Team to examine our values and formulate our 
policy.  Both teams gathered feedback and opinions from a variety of stakeholders.  The first draft of a 
school-wide Language Policy was approved by the Board in April of 2010.  The pursuant policy is an 
expanded, more comprehensive articulation of current practices. 

Admissions  

English language proficiency and ability to access the curriculum is a primary factor of consideration 
during the admissions process, given that our mission statement emphasizes English as the language of 
instruction.  Over 70% of our students are native Spanish speakers, necessitating that English Language 
development be a primary focus in the elementary school.  A robust English Additional Language 
Program and instructional strategies that promote language acquisition support English language 
development for students entering the elementary school without English language proficiency.  
Students entering the middle and high school receive additional scrutiny during the admissions process.   
They must demonstrate language proficiency necessary to access ISP’s curriculum through 

 Essay: This task intends to assess the candidate’s English language (grammar, diction, 
syntax) and essay writing skill (structure, complexity & flair for the language) as well as their 
capacity for critical or analytical thinking.  The objective is to see if they are able to produce a 
well-written and structured essay using examples from the text to support an argument, 
position or opinion of their own in English.  All students applying to the Middle and High School 
must submit an essay. 

 Interview:   This task intends to assess the capability of candidates to ‘think’ in English. How 
able is the candidate able to listen (decode) and then speak (encode) using English. Students 
must be able to sufficiently speak (encode) in English.  All students applying to the High School 
are interviewed in order to ensure they will be able to access the curriculum in the IB Diploma 
Program.  Interviews are conducted of prospective middle school students when language 
proficiency cannot be evaluated from the application package.  

 

Support of Language of Instruction 
Upon admissions students can be placed in either English Additional Language or Resource Programs 
depending on their level of English or Learning Profile.  For English Language Learners, English language 
proficiency is fostered through inclusion or immersions but is also supported by both push in and pull 



 
 
out support.   Staff dedicated to English Language acquisition are assigned to each grade level.  All three 
divisions outline in details their support of English Acquisition on the school’s website as well as student 
handbooks. 
 

Support of Second Language and Mother Tongue 
All students at ISP take Spanish as a second or native language, which reflects both our student 
population and the language of our host country.  Students receive daily instruction in Spanish that is 
targeted to a range of Spanish proficiency levels.  The support and respect for Spanish as the mother 
tongue language for most of our student body and the language of Panama is evident in numerous 
formal and informal events.  ISP supports a wide range of regional events as well as community service 
projects that expose students to the local language and culture.  This includes the Ministry of 
Education’s holidays, festivals and other state requirements.  In these cases ISP reaches beyond 
compliance and enthusiastically supports the customs and culture of our host country.  
 
An Online Language Learning Program offers students from each division the chance to study French, 
German or Mandarin as a 3rd Language.  This program, adopted in 2011, continues to grow and expand.  

Support of Mother Tongue  
In the classroom, teachers at all levels strive to support cultural awareness of the languages held by 
their students.  A strong MUN program re-enforces these ideals at all levels.  ISP also encourages travel 
and immersion in other languages and cultures when appropriate and possible.  There are countless 
ways that ISP embraces all that is unique about the students, families and languages that comprise this 
proud institution. 
 

IB Diploma and Language 
The very nature of the IBDP program emphasizes cultural awareness.  Language acquisition and mastery 
is very much central to our students’ learning and success.  We are also aware of the fact that we have a 
wide range of learners who seek to embrace the challenge of the IB Diploma Program.  We have open 
enrollment in the IBDP program.  In order to encourage and support all students, we offer the following 
IB Language courses at HL and SL levels in both Spanish and English:  IB Language and Literature, IB 
Literature, along with IB Spanish B (Language) and IB English B (Language).  Additionally, we offer IB 
Spanish AB Initio (SL).   Finally, students also have the option and ISP’s support to enroll in a self-taught 
program in a language of their choosing provided the exam is also supported through the IB.  Students in 
the IB Diploma Program who are not yet fully proficient in English have access to language support 
through our EAL Program.  
 

Language Policy Review: 
At all three divisions, a primary role of principals, curriculum director, IB coordinator, heads of 
department and selected team leaders is to ensure the effective implementation of the language 
policies described within this document.  Committees address these and other relevant matters multiple 



 
 
times throughout the year.  Data from multiple sources and exams --- in house and external --- inform 
what our staff does on a daily basis.  Review is on-going given how critical a component assessment is to 
the teaching and learning process.   

 


