
The High School English as a Second Language Program 

Our Mission Statement 

Our Mission is to help students develop English language skills, cultural 

awareness and learning strategies which will enable them to become 

successful learners and positive contributors to the wider community in 

which they live.  

 

English Support program 

The High School English Support program is designed for students who are 

not native language speakers and who have acquired some English 

through study of the language. The program gives students additional 

instruction in English over a period of one to two years so that their level of 

language will enable them to take the required standard courses 

communicating in English at grade level and adequately prepare them 

for the International Baccalaureate courses offered in Grade 11 and 12.  

 

Ultimate Goal: 

Students in English Support will: 

1. Communicate in English for social and instructional purposes within 

the school setting. 

2. Communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for 

academic success in the content area of English, Social Sciences 

and Sciences.  

3. Students will be exited from the English Support class when the 

English Support teacher in consultation with the core subject 

teachers feel the student is performing at grade level, their mastery 

of English is sufficient to manage grade level courses individually, 

and scores on the LAS are at a proficient level.  

Note: The English Support teacher is responsible for tracking and 

monitoring the academic success of the student. 

 

Course Description 



Students are given instruction and experiences in building English 

language skills in academic and cognitive language proficiency through 

students’ mainstream class work and home work for all subjects especially 

English, Social Studies and the Sciences. Students are given support on an 

individual basis for improvement in oral communication, writing and 

reading comprehension. The English Support class will be a “for credit” 

course with its own benchmarks which will be graded at the end of each 

quarter. 

 

These benchmarks include: 

· Competence in English language vocabulary and structures; 

· Work habits and approaches to learning; and, 

· Abilities in essay writing, the reporting of laboratory experiments, the 

reading of rubrics, and written and oral presentation. 

 

Who qualifies for ESL Support? 

· Students screened through the  Language Assessment Scale (LAS) 

· Student records based on their former level of English instruction 

· High School Principal’s recommendation 

 

The Language Assessment Scale  

· New students whose native language is not English according to the 

Home Language Survey will be assessed.   

· The Language Assessment Scale (LAS) is a comprehensive 

assessment system used as a screening device.   

· The LAS provides complete information about a students language 

proficiency in English.   

· Language proficiency is tested in Reading, Writing, Listening and 

Speaking.  

· Students who score at the LEPa, LEPb, LEPc, LEPd, or LEPe levels on 

the LAS assessment will qualify for services. 

 



What Parents Can Do To Help? 

· Let your child know you believe in him or her and their ability to do 

well. Engage in their learning by having a conversation about their 

classes.  

· Limit your child's TV watching and time spent on their Blackberry or 

on the internet chat sites. 

· Encourage reading for pleasure in your native language and 

assigned reading from school. 

· Make sure your child does homework in a quiet place to study with 

time set aside nightly. 

· Share a positive attitude about learning. 


