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INTRODUCTION 
 
This study guide is designed to help students prepare to take the Georgia End-of-Course 
Test (EOCT) for Ninth Grade Literature and Composition. This study guide provides 
information about the EOCT, tips on how to prepare for it, and some suggested strategies 
students can use to perform their best. 
 
What is the EOCT? The EOCT program was created to improve student achievement 
through effective instruction and assessment of the standards in the Quality Core 
Curriculum specific to the eight EOCT core high school courses. The EOCT program 
also helps to ensure that all Georgia students have access to a rigorous curriculum that 
meets high performance standards. The purpose of the EOCT is to provide diagnostic 
data that can be used to enhance the effectiveness of schools’ instructional programs.  
 
The Georgia End-of-Course Testing program is a result of the A+ Educational Reform 
Act of 2000, O.C.G.A. §20-2-281. This act requires that the Georgia Department of 
Education create end-of-course assessments for students in grades nine through twelve 
for the following core high school subjects: 

 
Mathematics 

• Algebra I 

• Geometry 
    

Social Studies 

• United States History 

• Economics/Business/Free Enterprise 
   

Science 

• Biology 

• Physical Science 
  

English Language Arts 

• Ninth Grade Literature and Composition 

• American Literature and Composition 

 
Getting started: The HOW TO USE THE STUDY GUIDE section on page 2 outlines the 
contents in each section, lists the materials you should have available as you study for the 
EOCT, and suggests some steps for preparing for the Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT.
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HOW TO USE THE STUDY GUIDE 
 
This study guide is designed to help you 
prepare to take the Ninth Grade Literature 
and Composition EOCT. It will give you 
valuable information about the EOCT, 
explain how to prepare to take the EOCT, 
and provide some opportunities to practice 
for the EOCT. The study guide is organized 
into three sections. Each section focuses on a 
different aspect of the EOCT. 
 
The OVERVIEW OF THE EOCT section on 
page 4 gives information about the test: 
dates, time, question format, number of 
questions, and types of reading passages that 
will be on the Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT. This information can 
help you better understand the testing 
situation and what you will be asked to do.  
 
The PREPARING FOR THE EOCT section  
that begins on page 5 provides helpful 
information on study skills and general test-
taking skills and strategies. It explains what 
you should do before the test to ensure that 
you are prepared and what you should do 
during the test to ensure the best test-taking 
situation possible.  
 
The TEST CONTENT section that begins on 
page 11 explains what the Ninth Grade 
Literature and Composition EOCT 
specifically measures. When you know the 
test content and how you will be asked to 
demonstrate your knowledge, it will help you 
be better prepared for the EOCT. This section 
also contains specific test-taking strategies 
for successfully answering questions on the 
EOCT. 
 
With some time, determination, and guided 
preparation, you will be better prepared to 
take the Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT. 
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SUGGESTED STEPS FOR USING THIS STUDY GUIDE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Familiarize yourself with the structure and purpose of the study guide.  
(You should have already read the INTRODUCTION and HOW TO USE THE 

STUDY GUIDE. Take a few minutes to look through the rest of the study 
guide to become familiar with how it is arranged.) 
 
Learn about the test and expectations of performance. 
(Read OVERVIEW OF THE EOCT.) 
 
Improve your study skills and test-taking strategies.  
(Read PREPARING FOR THE EOCT.) 
 
Learn what the test will assess by studying each domain and the strategies for 
answering questions that assess the standards in the domain.  
(Read TEST CONTENT.) 
 
Answer the sample questions at the end of each domain section. Check 
your answers against the annotated answers to see how well you did.  
(See TEST CONTENT.) 
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OVERVIEW OF THE EOCT 
 

Good test takers understand the importance of knowing as much about a test as possible. 
This information can help you determine how to study and prepare for the EOCT and 
how to pace yourself during the test. The box below gives you a “snapshot” of the Ninth 
Grade Literature and Composition EOCT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have additional administrative questions regarding the EOCT, please visit the 
Georgia Department of Education website at www.doe.k12.ga.us, see your teacher, or see 
your school test coordinator. 
 
 

 
 

THE EOCT AT A GLANCE 
 
Administration Dates:   

The EOCT will be given three times a year: once in the spring, once in the summer, 
and once in the winter. 

 
Administration Time: 

Each EOCT is comprised of two sections; each section will take 45 to 60 minutes to 
complete. You will have 100 to 135 minutes to complete each EOCT. You will be 
given a 5-minute stretch break between the two sections of the test. 

 
Question Format:   

All the questions on the EOCT are multiple choice. 

 
Number of Questions:   

Each section of the EOCT contains 45 questions; there are a total of 90 questions on 
the EOCT. 

 
Reading Passages:   

There will be informational and literary passages on the Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT. Please see page 12 for more information on reading passages. 
Sample reading passages may be found in the Appendices A–C. 
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PREPARING FOR THE EOCT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to do your best on the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT, it is 
important that you take the time necessary to prepare for this test and develop those skills 
that will help you take the EOCT.  
 
First, you need to make the most of your classroom experiences and test preparation time 
by using good study skills. Second, it is helpful to know general test-taking strategies to 
ensure that you will achieve your best score.  
 

Study Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Effective study skills for preparing for this test can be divided into several categories: 
Effective study skills for preparing for the EOCT can be divided into several categories: 
 
 
 
 

WARNING! 
You cannot prepare for this kind of test in one night. Questions will ask you to 
apply your knowledge, not list specific facts. Preparing for the EOCT will take time, 
effort, and practice.   

A LOOK AT YOUR STUDY SKILLS 
 

Before you begin preparing for this test, you might want to consider 
your answers to the following questions. You may write your answers 
here or on a separate piece of paper. 

 
1. How would you describe yourself as a student? 

Response: ______________________________________________
 

2. What are your study skills strengths and/or weaknesses as a 
student?   
Response: ______________________________________________

 

3. How do you typically prepare for an English test? 
Response: ______________________________________________

 

4. Are there study methods you find particularly helpful? If so,  
what are they? 
Response: ______________________________________________

 

5. Describe an ideal study situation (environment).   
Response: ______________________________________________

 

6. Describe your actual study environment. 
Response: ______________________________________________

 
7. What can you change about the way you study to make your study 

time more productive? 
Response: ______________________________________________
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Effective study skills for preparing for the EOCT can be divided into three categories. 
 

♦ Time Management 
♦ Organization 
♦ Active Participation 

 
Time Management 

 
Do you have a plan for preparing for the EOCT? Often students have good 
intentions for studying and preparing for a test, but without a plan, many 
students fall short of their goals. Here are some strategies to consider when 
developing your study plan. (See Appendices D–G for SAMPLE STUDY PLAN 

SHEETS that you can use to help you create your study plan.)  
 

♦ Set realistic goals for what you want to accomplish during each study session  
and chart your progress.  

♦ Study during your most productive time of the day. 

♦ Study for reasonable amounts of time. Marathon studying is not productive. 

♦ Take frequent breaks. Breaks can help you stay focused. Doing some quick 
exercises (e.g., sit-ups or jumping jacks) can help you stay alert. 

♦ Be consistent. Establish your routine and stick to it. 

♦ Study the most challenging test content first. 

♦ For each study session, build in time to review what you learned in your last  
study session. 

♦ Evaluate your accomplishments at the end of each study session. 

♦ Reward yourself for a job well done. 
 

Organization 
 
You don’t want to waste your study time. Searching for materials, trying to 
find a place to study, and debating what and how to study can all keep you 
from having a productive study session. Get organized and be prepared. 
Here are a few organizational strategies to consider. 
 

♦ Establish a study area that has minimal distractions. 

♦ Gather your materials in advance. 

♦ Develop and implement your study plan (See Appendices D–G for SAMPLE STUDY 

PLAN SHEETS). 
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Active Participation 
 

Students who actively study will learn and retain information longer. Active 
studying also helps you stay more alert and be more productive while 
learning new information. What is active studying? It can be anything that 
gets you to interact with the material you are studying. Here are a few 
suggestions: 
 

♦ Carefully read the information and then DO something with it. Mark the important 
points with a highlighter, circle them with a pen, write notes on them, or summarize 
the information in your own words. 

♦ Ask questions. As you study, questions often come into your mind. Write them 
down and actively seek the answers. 

♦ Create sample test questions and answer them. 

♦ Find a friend who is also planning to take the test and quiz each other. 
 

Test-taking Strategies 
 

There are many test-taking strategies that you can use before and during a test to help you 
have the most successful testing situation possible. Below are a few questions to help you 
take a look at your test-taking skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A LOOK AT YOUR TEST-TAKING SKILLS 
 

As you prepare to take the EOCT, you might want to consider your 
answers to the following questions. You may write your responses 
here or on your own paper. 

 
1. How would you describe your test-taking skills? 

 

 Response: ___________________________________________ 
 

2. How do you feel when you are taking a test?   
 

Response: ___________________________________________ 
 

3. List the strategies that you already know and use when you are 
taking a test. 

 

Response: ___________________________________________ 
 

4. List test-taking behaviors you use when preparing for and taking a 
test that do not contribute to your success. 

 

Response: ___________________________________________ 
 

5. What would you like to learn about taking tests? 
 

Response: ___________________________________________ 
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Suggested Strategies to Use to Prepare for the EOCT 
 
 

Learn from the Past.  Think about your daily/weekly grades in your English classes 
(past and present) to answer the following questions.  

  
• In which specific areas of English were you or are you successful?   
 

 Response: ______________________________________________________ 
 
•  Is there anything that has kept you from achieving higher scores?  
 

 Response: ______________________________________________________ 
  
• What changes should you implement to achieve higher scores?   
 

 Response: ______________________________________________________ 
 

Before taking the EOCT, work toward removing or minimizing any obstacles that 
might stand in the way of you performing your best. The test preparation ideas and 
test-taking strategies in this section are designed to help guide you to accomplish this. 
 
 
Be Prepared.  The best way to perform well on the EOCT is to be prepared. In order 
to do this, it is important that you know what standards/skills will be measured on the 
Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT and then practice understanding and 
using those standards/skills. The standards that will be measured in this EOCT are 
located in the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition Quality Core Curriculum 
(QCC). The OVERVIEW OF THE EOCT and TEST CONTENT sections of this study guide 
are designed to help you understand which specific standards are on the Ninth Grade 
Literature and Composition EOCT and give you suggestions for how to study the 
standards that will be assessed. Take the time to read through this material and follow 
the practice suggestions. You can also ask your English teacher for any suggestions he 
or she might offer on preparing for the EOCT. 
 
 
Start Now.  Don’t wait until the last minute to start preparing. Begin early and pace 
yourself. By preparing a little bit each day, you will retain the information longer and 
increase your confidence level. Find out when the EOCT will be administered, so you 
can allocate your time appropriately. 
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Suggested Strategies to Use the Day Before the EOCT 

 
��Review what you learned from this study guide 

1. Review the general test-taking strategies discussed in the TOP 10 
SUGGESTED STRATEGIES TO USE DURING THE EOCT on page 10. 

2. Review the content domain-specific test-taking strategies discussed in the 
section, TEST CONTENT beginning on page 11. 

3. Focus your attention on the domain, or domains, that you are most in need 
of improving. 

 
��Take care of yourself 

1. Try to get a good night’s sleep. Most people need an average of 8 hours, 
but everyone’s sleep needs are different. 

2. Don’t drastically alter your routine. If you go to bed too early, you might 
lie in bed thinking about the test. You want to get enough sleep so you can 
do your best. 

 
 

Suggested Strategies to Use the Morning of the EOCT 
 

��Eat a good breakfast. Eat some food that has protein in it for breakfast (and for 
lunch if the test is given in the afternoon). Some examples of foods high in protein 
are peanut butter, meat, and eggs. Protein gives you long-lasting, consistent 
energy that will stay with you through the test to help you concentrate better. 
Some people believe it is wise to eat some sugar before a test, claiming it gives 
them an energy boost. In reality, the energy boost is very short lived, and you 
actually end up with less energy than before you ate the sugar. Also, don’t eat too 
much. A heavy meal can make you feel tired. So think about what you eat before 
the test. 

 

��Dress appropriately. If you are too hot or too cold during the test, it can affect 
your performance. It is a good idea to dress in layers, so you can stay comfortable, 
regardless of the room temperature, and keep your mind on the EOCT. 

 

��Arrive for the test on time. Racing late into the testing room can cause you to 
start the test feeling anxious. You want to be on time and prepared. 
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Suggested Strategies to Use During the EOCT    
 

These general test-taking strategies can help you do your best during the EOCT. 
 

Focus on the test.        Try to block out whatever is going on around you. Take your time and 
think about what you are asked to do. Listen carefully to all the directions.  

 
Budget your time.        Be sure that you allocate an appropriate amount of time to work on each 
question on the test.  

 
Take a quick break if you begin to feel tired. To do this, put your pencil down, relax in your 
chair, and take a few deep breaths. Then, sit up straight, pick up your pencil, and begin to 
concentrate on the test again. Remember that each test section is only 45 to 60 minutes. 

 
Use positive self-talk. If you find yourself saying negative things to yourself like, “I can’t pass this 
test,” it is important to recognize that you are doing this. Stop and think positive thoughts like, “I 
prepared for this test, and I am going to do my best.” Letting the negative thoughts take over can 
affect how you take the test and your test score. 

 
Mark in your test booklet.        Mark key ideas or things you want to come back to in your test 
booklet. Remember that only the answers marked on your answer sheet will be scored.  

 
Read the entire question and the possible answer choices. It is important to read the entire 
question so you know what it is asking. Read each possible answer choice. Do not mark the first 
one that “looks good.” 

 
Use what you know.       Draw on what you have learned in class, from this study guide, and 
during your study sessions to help you answer the questions. 

 
Use content domain-specific strategies to answer the questions. In the TEST CONTENT section, 
there are a number of specific strategies that you can use to help improve your test performance. 
Spend time learning these helpful strategies, so you can use them while taking the test. 

 
Think logically. If you have tried your best to answer a question but you just aren’t sure, use the 
process of elimination. Look at each possible answer choice. If it doesn’t seem like a logical 
response, eliminate it. Do this until you’ve narrowed down your choices. If this doesn’t work, take 
your best educated guess. It is better to mark something down than to leave it blank.  

 
Check your answers.       When you have finished the test, go back and check your work. 

 
 

 

A WORD ON TEST ANXIETY 

It is normal to have some stress when preparing for and taking a test. It is what helps motivate us 
to study and try our best. Some students, however, experience anxiety that goes beyond normal 
test “jitters.” If you feel you are suffering from test anxiety that is keeping you from performing at 
your best, please speak to your school counselor who can direct you to resources to help you 
address this problem. 

�
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TEST CONTENT 
 
 
Up to this point in this study guide, you have 
been learning various strategies on how to 
prepare for and take the EOCT. This section 
focuses on what will be tested. It also includes 
a section of sample questions that will let you 
apply what you have learned in your classes 
and from this study guide. 
 
The Georgia End-of-Course Test (EOCT) for 
Ninth Grade Literature and Composition is 
designed to test five major areas of 
knowledge, called content domains. The 
content domains are broad categories. Each of 
the content domains is broken down into 
smaller ideas. These smaller ideas are called 
content standards, or just standards. Each 
content domain contains standards that cover different ideas related to its content domain. 
Each question on the EOCT measures an individual standard within a content domain.  
 
The five content domains for the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT are 
important for several reasons. Together they represent the ability to understand what you 
read and communicate with others. Another more immediate reason that the content 
domains are important has to do with test preparation. The best way to prepare for any test is 
to study and know the material measured on the test. Since the Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT covers the five content domains and nothing else, isn’t it a good idea to 
learn as much about these domains as you can? The more you understand about these 
domains, the greater your opportunity to be successful on the EOCT.  
 
The chart below lists the five content domains for the Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT.  
 
 
 
 

STUDYING THE CONTENT DOMAINS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARDS 

 
One way to think about content domains 
and standards is to think about a 
supermarket. Supermarkets often group 
similar foods in the same aisles or areas of 
the store. For example, the section of the 
store marked “Fresh Fruits” will be a section 
filled with apples, oranges, and bananas, to 
name just a few. So the part of the store 
called “Fresh Fruits” is like the domain 
name, and all the various items—apples, 
oranges, bananas—are the standards that 
fall under that domain. 
 

CONTENT DOMAINS
 

I. Reading for Comprehension 

II. Reading for Critical Analysis 

III. Information Gathering and Research Skills 

IV. Content, Organization, and Style 

V. Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 
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A Note on Reading Passages 
 
The questions for Content Domains I and II will be based on informational and literary 
passages. Informational passages (nonfiction) typically share knowledge and/or convey 
messages, give instructions, or relate ideas by making connections between the familiar and 
unfamiliar. Informational writing is most commonly found in academic, personal, and/or job-
related areas. Examples of informational writing include: letters, biographical accounts, 
definitions, directions, abstracts, essays, reviews, and critiques. You can find informational 
passages in newspapers, magazines, and textbooks. Here is a short sample of what an 
informational passage might look like.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The information in the passage above is strictly factual. Literary passages, however, will tell 
a story or express an idea. Literary passages (fiction) often have characters and a plot 
structure. Examples of literary writing include: short stories, novels, narratives, poetry, and 
drama. Here is a short sample of what a literary passage might look like. This excerpt is 
from Mark Twain’s novel, Life on the Mississippi, in which Twain explains what it was like 
to become a riverboat pilot on the Mississippi River. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Studying the Content Domains 

 
You should plan to study/review the standards for ALL the content domains. To learn 
what the EOCT will cover, work through this TEST CONTENT section. It is organized by 
the Content Domains into the following areas: 

• A Look at the Content Domain: an overview of what will be assessed in the content domain 

• Spotlight on the Standards: information about the specific standards that will be assessed 
(Note: The names of the standards may not be the exact names used by the Georgia 
Department of Education. Some of the names in this guide may have been modified to reflect 
the fact that this book is designed for students and not for professional educators.) 

• Study Ideas: additional preparation ideas for the standards in the content domain 

• Sample Questions: sample questions similar to those that appear on the EOCT 

• Answers to the Sample Questions: in-depth explanations of the answers to the 
sample questions

The Dime Novel 

What were people reading in the latter half of the 19th century? One popular type of book was 
known as the dime novel. Dime novels were typically cheaply made paperback books that cost 
about a dime. Dime novels were popular from 1860 to around the turn of the century. These short 
novels were often historical action adventures or detective stories. The stories tended to be 
sensational and melodramatic. When Beadle and Adams published the first dime novel, it quickly 
became a huge success, selling over 300,000 copies in one year.  

When I returned to the pilothouse St. Louis was gone and I was lost. Here was a piece of river 
which was all down in my book, but I could make neither head nor tail of it; you understand, it was 
turned around. I had seen it when coming upstream, but I had never faced about to see how it 
looked when it was behind me. My heart broke again, for it was plain that I had got to learn this 
troublesome river both ways. 
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Content Domain I: Reading for Comprehension 
 

 
 
 

Spotlight on the Standards 
 
 

�  Recognize Main Ideas and Subordinate Ideas � 
 
Most people write because they have something to say. Journalists write newspaper 
articles to inform readers about a particular event. Fiction writers create stories that 
entertain readers and stimulate their imagination. Even a simple poem about roses is 
written for a reason. 
 
The primary message of a piece of writing is often called the main idea. Sometimes 
authors state the main idea very clearly. For example, suppose you are reading an essay 
titled “Why Homework Is a Good Idea.” Chances are that the main idea of this essay is 
that homework is a good idea. This does not mean that the author expects you to simply 
accept this idea without question. Instead, the author tries to prove to the reader that the 
idea has merit. The author will use supporting ideas and examples to support the point. 
 
Understanding the main idea is crucial to understanding the passage. It would be hard to 
understand the essay about homework without realizing that the main idea of the essay is 
that homework is a good idea. (You don’t have to agree with the main idea, but you do 
have to understand it.) You would be missing the point of the essay if you did not pick up 
on the main idea correctly. 

A LOOK AT CONTENT DOMAIN I 
 
 

Test questions in this content domain will measure your ability to 
understand what you read. Your answers to the questions will help 
show how well you can perform on the following standards: 

 
��Recognize main ideas and subordinate ideas    
��Distinguish between fact and opinion     
��Learn new vocabulary words      
��Recognize relationships in a passage   
��Use structural analysis to determine the meaning of unknown words 
��Use different reading speeds and methods according to reading task 
��Identify the elements of literature    
��Read and respond to mythology 
��Follow multi-step instructions 
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The questions that address the main idea or subordinate ideas in a passage may look like 
these: 
 

1. What is the author’s main idea? 
2. Which of these would BEST replace the title of this passage? 
3. Which statement BEST supports the main idea?   

 
Tips for Finding the Main Idea and Subordinate Ideas  
 
The questions for this standard will be based on either an informational or literary 
passage. (See the short samples on page 12 or look in the Appendices A-C for longer 
examples.) 
 
Informational Passage. Authors of 
informational text often use a traditional outline 
approach: first stating the main idea, then 
addressing all the supporting ideas, and ending 
by restating the main idea. See the example 
outline in the box. 
 
From this outline, it is clear the main idea is that 
writers should consider the different resources 
available to them. The main idea for this paper 
will most likely be in the thesis sentence of the 
introductory paragraph. Each paragraph will 
support the main idea of considering different 
resources by identifying a category of resources 
(e.g., the World Wide Web) and then giving 
specific information about it.  
 
The main idea can often be found in one or 
more of these places: 

• The title  
• The thesis statement   
• The conclusion 

 
 
 
 
The subordinate, or supporting, ideas of a passage can often be found in one or more of 
these places: 

• The topic sentence of each paragraph 
• The body paragraphs 

 

OUTLINE 
 
Title: Researching for Results 
 
Thesis: There are many different 
resources you can use when 
researching a writing topic.  
 

I. The library is more than just 
books 
a. Magazines 
b. Reference materials 
c. AV materials 
d. Internet access 

 
II. Surf’s always up on the Web 

a. Academic sites 
b. News sites 
c. Company sites 
d. Personal sites 

 
III. Interview those in the know 

a. Scholars in the field 
b. Professionals  

 
Concluding statement:  When 
researching a writing topic, don’t limit 
yourself when there are so many 
resources available.  
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Using the note-taking strategy explained in the box above can help in three ways: 
 
1. It will give you a clearer picture of the main idea. Suppose the homework essay did 
not give its main idea away in the title, “Why Homework Is a Good Idea.” You could 
read the paragraph summaries and come up with the main idea yourself. Since the word 
“homework” appears in almost every paragraph summary, you can assume that the main 
idea has something to do with homework. From this, it is a small step to realize that 
paragraphs 2 and 5 talk about the importance and advantages of homework. Paragraph 4 
discusses how even busy students should do homework. Therefore, the author’s main 
idea is that homework is a good idea. 
 
2. It will help you answer questions about subordinate ideas. A subordinate idea is an 
idea that is smaller than the main idea. The subordinate idea is often the main idea of a 
single paragraph, not the entire selection. You should have the answer to these 
subordinate idea questions already, since you have summarized the main point of each 
paragraph already. By summarizing each paragraph, you anticipate subordinate idea 
questions. This makes it easier for you to answer them if you come across them. A 
subordinate idea question might look something like this: 
 
What is the main idea of Paragraph 4? 
 
A Education is very important for everyone. 
B Soccer practice can take two hours or more. 
C Even busy students can still get homework done. 
D Homework is critical for academic success. 

STRATEGY BOX – Take Notes While You Read 
 

Whenever you read an informational passage on the EOCT, stop after each 
paragraph and ask yourself, “What is the main idea of this paragraph?” After 
each paragraph, take a moment to jot down some notes that summarize what 
that paragraph was about. Sample notes about the homework essay mentioned 
on page 13 might look something like this: 
 

• First Paragraph: importance of education 
• Second Paragraph: advantages of giving homework 
• Third Paragraph: talks about how busy students don’t have time for 

homework 
• Fourth Paragraph: ways students who have very little time can still get 

their homework done 
• Fifth Paragraph: stresses how homework is an important part of 

education 
 
Don’t spend five minutes coming up with the perfect summary of each 
paragraph. Just use about three to ten words to quickly summarize what each 
paragraph covers. 
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Choice A is a good summary of paragraph 1, not 4, so it can be crossed out as an answer. 
Choice B looks like an actual sentence from paragraph 4. It talks about one of the ways 
students are busy, but it does not cover the subordinate idea that even busy students can 
find time to do homework. Choice C is the correct answer. It is most similar to “ways 
students who have very little time can still get their homework done.” Choice D is just a 
general statement about homework. 
 
3. Summarizing each paragraph could help you find the answers to other questions. 
Your notes become an outline from your reading and can work like a map. Suppose you 
come to the question, “What is one reason the author gives to prove that education is 
important?” Look over the notes taken about each paragraph. These notes should point 
you towards paragraph 1, since this paragraph discusses the importance of education. 
Knowing where to look for a correct answer can help you find the right answer in a 
shorter amount of time. 
 
Literary Passage. Literary passages are 
organized differently than informational 
passages. Often the main idea and supporting 
ideas are revealed through the actions of the 
characters and the events of the story (plot).  
 

• What lesson can be learned from the 
story?  (main idea) 

• What did the main character(s) learn?   
(main idea) 

• What were the important events in the 
story?  (supporting ideas) 

 
The answers to these questions will help you 
identify the main idea and supporting ideas in 
a literary passage. (Please see page 21 for 
more information on plot structure.) 
 
 
 

�   Distinguish Between Fact and Opinion � 
 
 
A fact is a statement that can be proven. An opinion is a statement that cannot be proven 
because it states a writer’s belief or judgment about something.  
 
Read the two sentences below. Which states a fact, and which states an opinion? 
 

1. For dinner, we had meatloaf, carrots, and green beans. 
2. For dinner, we had the most mouth-watering, delicious meal ever. 

� SELF-CHECK 
 

When you think you have located 
the main idea and subordinate 
ideas, put them to the test. 

 

� Test for the main idea:   
Do all of the major ideas and 
details in the passage support the 
main idea? 

 

� Test for a subordinate idea:  
Does the idea (or detail) relate 
back to the main idea of the 
passage? 
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These are all subjective words that 
convey ideas that are difficult to 
prove. The appearance of subjective 
ideas in a statement almost always 
means that it is an opinion. 

 

Sentence 1 is straightforward. The facts could be checked and verified. Sentence 2 is a 
judgment. It expresses the author’s opinion about the meal. Another dinner guest may not 
have liked the meal or may have thought it was only average. 
 
Deciding whether or not a statement is a fact or 
opinion often comes down to a single question: 
“Can you prove it?” If you can prove a statement 
somehow, then it is a fact. If not, it’s an opinion. 
Take a look at the statements below and notice the 
difference between them. 
 
FACT: Many critics gave the movie a poor review. 
OPINION: It was a bad movie. 
 
The opinion in this example uses the word bad. 
How can you prove something is bad? Hook it up 
to a Bad-o-Meter? Bad is a subjective idea, 
meaning that every person has his or her own 
definition of what it means. Subjective ideas cannot 
be proven. 
 
 
 

� Learn New Vocabulary Words and Use Structural Analysis to 
Determine the Meaning of Unknown Words � 

 
Questions from the standard Learn New Vocabulary Words are measuring whether or not 
you are familiar with words appropriate for grade 9 students. Often there are no clues in 
the passage to help you determine the meaning of this word. You could have learned the 
meaning of the word from material you have read in the past or from hearing people use 
the word. 

 
 
While questions for the standard Learn New Vocabulary Words are assessing words you 
may be familiar with, questions for the standard Use Structural Analysis to Determine the 
Meaning of Unknown Words are measuring your ability to use structural analysis looking 
at the parts of a word to determine the meaning of unknown words. A question may look 
something like this: 

STRATEGY BOX – Plug It In 
To answer questions for this standard, look at the answer choices. Does one seem 
the most likely? Try “plugging” it in the sentence to replace the word in the 
question. Does the word from the answer choice make sense in the sentence?   
If so, it is probably the correct answer. If not, try plugging in another answer choice.
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Geophone 
As its name suggests, a geophone is 
an electronic device used to listen 
to vibrations in the earth. 
Geophones can help determine 
whether or not an earthquake will 
occur in a certain area. Although 
the word contains –phone, most 
geophones do not have call waiting.

 

In Paragraph 7, the word antiestablishment MOST nearly means 
 
A acting against accepted values 
B acting for accepted values 
C being against establishing a just society 
D being for establishing a just society 
 
Antiestablishment is a difficult word. If you already know the meaning, good for you! Don’t 
feel bad if you do not know the meaning of this word. It was chosen because it would 
require many students to use some strategies for determining its meaning. Remember the 
standard is Use Structural Analysis to Determine the Meaning of Unknown Words.  
 
Structural analysis is using prefixes, suffixes, and common word roots to help you 
determine the meaning of a word. The English language was not created from scratch. It 
consists of borrowed words and word parts from 
many different languages. Some of these word 
parts appear in more than one word. For instance, 
the word root geo- is Greek for “earth.” The 
English words geology (“study of the earth”) and 
geometry (“to measure land”) both contain this 
word root. Once you learn the meaning of geo-, 
you can take an educated guess at what a word 
like geophone means, even if you have never seen 
the word before.  
 
Take a look at the question above. It asks for the meaning of the word antiestablishment. 
You can break the word down into three distinct parts.  
 

Distinct Word Part Sample Word Meaning 

Prefix anti- opposite; against 

Root establish to set up; found; make secure 

Suffix -ment action; the act of 

           
Looking at each part of the word will help you eliminate some answer choices. The prefix 
anti- means against, so choices B and D can be eliminated because both contain the word 
for, not against. This leaves only A and C. The suffix –ment refers to the act of, which 
makes A the better response. Using word parts, you can now conclude that 
antiestablishment means “acting against accepted, or established, values.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRATEGY BOX – Analyze the Word by Its Parts 
 
Look for familiar prefixes, suffixes, and word roots when faced with an unknown 
word. Knowing the meaning of these word parts will help you determine the 
meaning of the unknown word. 
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� Recognize Relationships in a Passage � 
 
The “relationships” mentioned in this standard do not mean the emotional kind. Instead, 
the term covers such ideas as: 
 

Relationships Sample Questions 

Sequence of events 
• Which event happened first in the story?  
• What happens immediately after the mayor loses the 

election? 
Compare and 

contrast 
• How are the two brothers alike?  
• How are Lana and Malcolm different from each other? 

Cause and effect 
• What caused the avalanche?  
• How did Maria win the trip to Europe? 

 
Questions for Recognize Relationships in a Passage are measuring your ability to 
recognize important relationships and stated information within the passage. 
 
Questions in this category require a fairly straightforward approach. Most of these 
questions will ask for information that you can find directly in the passage. All you need 
to do is find the proper place in the passage where the information is located. If you have 
written quick notes about each paragraph (see page 15), it can be very easy to find the 
correct place in the passage to answer questions like: 
 
What did Amelia do immediately after finding the old tin box? 
 
A She placed the box back into the wall. 
B She placed it for sale at an online auction site. 
C She returned it to the rightful owner. 
D She kept the box for herself. 
 
If you took notes on the passage, you might have a paragraph note that says something 
like, “Amelia finds box.” That is where you should start looking in order to find the 
correct answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the sample question above, all four answer choices probably appear somewhere in the 
passage itself. Students who are in a hurry might choose the answer choice they think is 
correct and not bother to make sure it is what happened immediately after she found the 
old tin box. These students would get this question incorrect simply because they did not 
bother to take the time to review the passage. 

STRATEGY BOX – Look It Up
 
If possible, always refer back to the passage to find the answer to a question. 
Do not trust your memory. Although looking back at the passage may take 
some time, it is worth it to get the answer correct. The goal is to answer 
questions correctly, not to finish the test quickly. 
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� Use Different Reading Speeds and Methods According to Reading Task � 
  
Suppose you need to look up the phone number of your new friend Magnus Magnusson. 
Do you go to the phone book, open it to page 1, and then slowly start reading? If you do, 
you probably won’t even reach the Ms until the third day. A better method is to flip 
through the phone book until you reach the M section, and then skim the pages until you 
find your friend’s name and the phone number you need. 
 
The purpose of this standard is to show how different reading speeds and reading 
methods are required for different tasks. Looking for a number in the phone book 
requires you to skim through the book to find the number you want. In contrast, suppose 
your English teacher wants you to write a two-page paper about a twelve-line poem. This 
assignment requires you to thoroughly analyze the poem, so you would probably read the 
twelve lines very slowly and carefully. And you would probably need to read it more than 
once. 
 
A question for this standard might look like this: 
 
You are interested in learning more about the Galapagos tortoise. You go to the 
library and find a book entitled Turtles of the World. You want to see if this book 
contains any information about the Galapagos tortoise. Which reading strategy 
would be BEST for your purpose? 
 
A Briefly check the back cover to learn about the author 
B Read the entire book slowly and carefully 
C Skim through the Index under Galapagos tortoise 
D Skim Chapter 1 to see if the book will be helpful 
 
A good approach to answering a question such as this is to ask two questions: 
  

1) What is the reading task to be accomplished? 

2) What is the best way to accomplish this task? 
 
Answering these questions will point you toward the right answer.  
 
ANSWER to 1) The task is to learn more about the Galapagos tortoise. 

ANSWER to 2) Determine if the book has any information on the Galapagos tortoise by 
 looking in the Index and/or Table of Contents 
  
Since you are only interested in a single kind of turtle, there is no need to read the entire 
book. The best approach is to use the Index to find the information dealing with the 
Galapagos tortoise. The answer is C. 
 
Changing the reading task will change the answer to this question. Suppose your goal is 
to “Learn about as many different types of turtles as possible.” This task would make 
choice B a better answer. 
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The Importance of Time 
 
Sometimes authors use foreshadowing 
and flashback to help tell a story. 
These techniques involve altering the 
timeframe from which a story is 
related. With foreshadowing, the 
author gives hints of what is to come in 
the future. With flashback, the 
storyline shifts to the past to give 
readers important information to help 
them understand the story better. 

STRATEGY BOX – Map It Out
 

Using a plot map can help you better understand a story’s development. 
 
 

Exposition 
-Characters 
-Setting 
-Conflict 

Rising
Action

� Identify the Elements of Literature � 
 
To discuss literature effectively, you need to use and understand common literary terms. 
Compare the following two sentences, and then decide which sentence is likely to please 
your English teacher more. 
 
Sentence #1: “I thought that story was really great.”  
 
Sentence #2: “The story had a suspenseful plot, and the character of Isaac was very believable.” 
 
The first sentence will leave your teacher wondering why you thought it was great, while 
the second sentence will get you started toward a good literary review. 
 
Questions for this standard will measure your 
knowledge of some common literary terms. The 
best way to prepare for these questions is to study 
literary terms and be sure you have an 
understanding of what each term means and can 
identify examples of them. Below are 
explanations of some literary terms. Remember, 
you can also look these words and others up in the 
dictionary or in your English textbook. 
 
Common Literary Terms 
 
1.   Plot. Literature commonly follows a specific 
pattern or plot structure. It often begins with 
exposition that may introduce the characters, establish the setting, and reveal the problem 
or conflict. The tension may build through a series of complications (incidents that either 
help or hinder the protagonist in finding a solution). This is the rising action. The climax 
is the peak or turning point of the action. The problem is resolved. At this point the reader 
usually knows the outcome. The denouement or falling action is the part after the 
climax. It gives any necessary explanation and ends with resolution, the sense that the 
story is complete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Climax

Event 1

Event 2

Falling Action

Resolution
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2.   Conflict. Every plot has a conflict. The conflict is what triggers the action in the 
story. Here are some common conflicts in literature: 
 

• person vs. person 
• person vs. nature 
• person vs. self 
• person vs. society 
• person vs. machine 

 
3.   Character(s). The plot of a story focuses on the lives of one or more characters. The 
main character is usually the protagonist, the central character and the one with whom 
the reader often identifies. The antagonist is a character (or force) that opposes the 
protagonist. An author may reveal character through the character’s thoughts, words, 
appearance, and actions, or through what other characters say or think. An author may 
also tell us directly what the character is like. Characters that grow or change throughout 
the story are dynamic or round; characters that seem to stay the same are static or flat. 
Understanding the characters is a key element to understanding the piece of literature. 
Some common questions about characterization include: 

 
• Who is the main character? Give five traits of this character. 

• Who are the minor characters? How do they affect the plot? 

• How is one character similar to or different from another? 

• Are any of the characters classified as a flat character? A dynamic 
character? A static character? 

• Describe character A. 

• What are the main character’s strengths? What are his or her 
weaknesses? 

• How is the main character involved in the conflict? 

 
4.   Setting. The setting is when and where a story takes place. You may be asked to 
determine why the setting is important or how the setting affects the characters. The 
setting can clarify conflict, illuminate character, affect the mood (see #5 below), and act 
as a symbol. The setting itself can be an antagonist in a person-against-nature conflict.  
 
5.   Mood. The mood in a piece of literature is a feeling or emotion created by the words 
and setting. Some authors create the mood by using imagery along with the setting. The 
example below shows how the mood of a story can change by making a few alterations:   
 
Imagine a group of people in an old, three-story house. The people are whispering and 
walking very slowly. They are easily startled. Some are visibly shaking. The mood 
created here is one of scary suspense. A reader will wonder what scared the people and 
may feel some suspense about the events to come. 
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Now, change the mood by imagining the people talking loudly. They are gesturing at 
various rooms in the house and whistling appreciatively. They seem excited about the 
old, colored-glass windows. A reader could assume that these people are about to move 
into the old house. The mood is no longer scary and suspenseful. It is now light and 
optimistic. 
 
6.   Tone. The tone is the emotion created by the author’s use of language and/or through 
a character’s words and actions. It is also the author’s attitude or feeling toward a person, 
a thing, a place, an event, or a situation. For example the tone may be formal, informal, 
playful, ironic, optimistic, or pessimistic. Varying the words and punctuation used can 
change the tone of a character’s speech dramatically. 
 
 

Dialogue Tone 

“Will you give me the key?” he pleaded. Begging 

“May I please have the key?” he asked. Polite 

“Give me the key right now!” he screamed. Angry 

 
 
7.    Point of View. The point of view is the perspective from which a story is told. The 
point of view depends upon who the narrator is and how much he or she knows.  
 

First 
Person 

The events are told by a character in the story using his or her own words. 
First-person stories have narrators who use I, me, and my throughout the 
story. The sentence, “I knew it was risky, but I was willing to take that 
chance,” is an example of first-person point of view. 

Second 
Person 

The narrator addresses the reader directly using the word you. This 
perspective is not as common as either the first- or third-person points of 
view. 

Third 
Person 

A speaker outside the action narrates the events using he, she, and they. In 
third-person omniscient, the narrator may see and know everything, even 
the thoughts of all the characters. In third-person limited, the narrator 
tells the events from the perspective of one character, focusing on this 
character’s thoughts and feelings. 

 
 
Most of these literary terms are used when discussing works of fiction. However, some of 
these terms can be used when talking about nonfiction articles and other pieces of 
writing. For example, think about your history textbook. Is the tone of the textbook 
humorous or educational? What is the point of view of the textbook? 



Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT TEST CONTENT – CONTENT DOMAIN I 

24 
Georgia Department of Education • Kathy Cox, State Superintendent • January 2004 • Page 24 of 72 • All Rights Reserved 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Read and Respond to Mythology � 
 
Traditionally, myths are stories that contain supernatural beings who often interact with 
mortals. Myths are important because they are often used within a culture to pass on the 
beliefs and morals of that culture.  
 
One of the fun things about myths is that all sorts of unusual things can happen. People 
run into sea monsters and other creatures. People can talk with gods, perform incredible 
feats of strength, and even change shape. 
 
The Greeks would often tell their children about the myth of Icarus. In this story, Icarus 
and his father, Daedalus, escape imprisonment by flying with wings made of feathers and 
wax. Daedalus stays low to the sea, but Icarus decides to show off and flies up towards 
the sun. The heat from the sun causes his wings to melt, and he crashes into the sea. 
 
The purpose of this myth is to show readers that they should not be too greedy or take 
more than they should. Icarus should have been content that he could fly, but instead he 
wanted more. From this myth, readers learn to be grateful for what they have because if 
they try to take too much, they will get “burned.” 
 
The questions for this standard will measure whether or not you understand the general 
purpose and characteristics of myths. You might be asked to identify the specific purpose 
of a myth, the origin of a myth, the human qualities of animals in a myth, or common 
themes in mythology. You might see a question like this: 
 
The myth of Icarus can be used to explain why 

 
A people should never fly close to the sun 
B Daedalus was a poor father figure 
C man-made wings are not very easy to use 
D it is dangerous to try for more than you can handle 
 
The answer is D because it is the main message of the story.  
 

STRATEGY BOX – Know the Lingo
 
Some of the questions on the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT 
will test your knowledge of common basic literary terms. If you understand what 
these terms mean, you will be able to better answer these questions. Study the 
terms until you are comfortable with them. Learning these literary terms will help 
you on more than just the EOCT. If you think about them whenever you read, 
you will begin to understand the many facets of literature. 
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� Follow Multi-step Instructions � 
  
On the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT, you will find a passage that 
contains a set of multi-step instructions within it. Questions about the instructions will 
focus on whether or not you understood the instructions correctly. This means a question 
here might look like a sequence of events question (see page 19), because it will say 
something like, “After placing the bread in the oven, what should the baker do next?” 
Since these questions are like sequence questions, they should be handled the same way. 
Or, the questions might ask you to analyze the steps. Are any steps missing? Do you need 
additional information for any of the steps? Why is it important to do a specific step? 
What would happen if someone did not complete a step? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Myths – Explaining the Unknown 
 
Myths are often used to teach a lesson, but they can also be used to explain an 
occurrence. For example, ancient peoples created many myths to explain how the Earth 
was created, why the sun appears and disappears, and why the oceans are blue. These 
myths helped people by giving them an explanation for things that they saw and did 
not initially understand. 

STRATEGY BOX – Read the Instructions
 
Always refer back to the instructions within the passage when answering a 
question. Trusting your memory might lead to a careless error. Just as it is 
important to verify and reread instructions when you are actually using the 
instructions to make or do something, it is important to reread them when 
answering test questions. 
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Study Ideas for Content Domain I   
 
The best way for you to prepare for questions assessing Content Domain I is to read a 
passage thoroughly, to think about what you have read, ask yourself the kinds of 
questions you expect to see for Content Domain I, and then answer them.  
 
First, find a reading passage. Here is a list of possible sources for appropriate reading 
passages: 
 

• Anthologies of literature 

• Short story collections 

• Poetry collections 

• Informational articles in magazines and newspapers 

• Books on how to do or make things 
 

After you read the passage, ask yourself these questions: 
 

• What is this passage about?   

• Does the author state any facts? Opinions? How can you tell the difference? 

• Does the author compare and contrast information? If so, what is being compared 
and why? 

• Does the author show any cause and effect relationships? If so, what was the 
cause and the resulting effect for each?   

• In what order did things occur in the passage? What happened first?  

• Are there any words I don’t know? If so, can I use the way the words are 
constructed (structural analysis) to determine the meanings? How does the 
dictionary define the words? 

• What reading speed or method would be most appropriate for this passage? 

• (For a literary passage) What important events make up the plot? What is the 
conflict in the passage? Who are the characters? Why are they important? What is 
the tone? The mood? Where does the story take place? 

• (For myths) What makes this passage a myth? What does this myth attempt to 
explain? 

• (For instructions) What is the sequence of steps? Why are they in this order?  
What additional information would be helpful? 

 

Find more passages and repeat this process as many times as possible. Be sure to find 
both literary and informational passages. The more you practice reading passages, asking 
questions and answering them, the better you should do on the EOCT. 
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Sample Questions for Content Domain I 
 
This section has some sample questions for you to try. Before you answer them, take a 
few minutes to learn about some strategies that you can use to help you do your best on a 
reading test. 

 
 
Directions for the Sample Questions:   
 

1. The questions are based on passages found in the Appendices A-C. For each set of 
items, find the indicated passage. 

2. Answer the questions that go with the passage. 

3. Repeat this process for the different sets of questions. 

4. After you have answered all of the questions, check your answers in the “Answers 
to the Content Domain I Sample Questions” section that follows. This section will 
give you the correct answer to each question, and it will explain why the other 
answer choices are incorrect. 

STRATEGIES FOR ANSWERING READING QUESTIONS 
 

1. Read the test questions before reading the passage. 
Reading the test questions (just the questions, not the 
answer choices) before reading the passage can help 
you focus on what you are trying to find in the passage 
to answer the questions. Next, read the passage. You 
can make notes in the test booklet as you read. When 
you think you have found some information that will help 
answer a question, make a note. Do not stop reading 
the passage to answer a question. After you have read 
the entire passage, you can go back and look at your 
notes and answer the questions.  
 

2. Summarize the passage. Next to each paragraph, 
write a note indicating what the paragraph is about. Use 
your notes like a road map to help you find the 
information you need to answer the questions. 

 

Be sure to keep an eye on the time. Do not spend so 
much time taking notes on a passage that you don’t 
have time to answer the questions. 

 
3. Read ALL of the answer choices. Look at each 

answer choice carefully. Before marking an answer, 
think to yourself: Is it the BEST choice? Where can I 
find this in the passage? What in the passage makes 
me think this? Do not just mark the first answer choice 
that looks good.  
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Based on Passage #1 – “The Road Not Taken” 
 
1  What is the main idea of this passage? 

 
A The speaker creates two paths. 
B The speaker discovers two paths. 
C The speaker chooses between two paths.   
D The speaker wants to follow both paths. 

 
2  In stanza 1, the word diverged most nearly means 

 
A blended 
B presented 
C revealed 
D separated 

 
Based on Passage #2 – “Why Some Flowers Bloom at Night” 
 
3  Which characteristic of the story is common in mythology?  
 

A One character wins over another. 
B An event in nature is explained.  
C The plot centers on a disagreement.  
D Sun and Moon play important roles.  

 
4  Which describes the main conflict in the story? 

 
A Both Sun and Moon want to rule the sky. 
B The Sun and Moon neglect the flowers.   
C Neither Sky nor Clouds will give advice.  
D Flowers will not agree when to bloom. 
 

Based on Passage #3 –  “How Do You Build a Better Mouse?” 
 
5  Which statement from the passage is MOST likely an opinion? 
 

A One of the first ergonomic inquiries was the study of a lathe in a factory.  
 B The mouse was clearly superior. 

C The user could then move it vertically or horizontally. 
D They have also added two buttons to allow for quick access to computer functions. 

 
6  What caused engineers to redesign the lathe? 

 
A It took too many people to operate the controls. 
B It was causing workers to complain. 
C It was difficult to operate the controls. 
D It was unable to make accurate cuts in the materials. 
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Answers to the Content Domain I Sample Questions 
 
1.  Answer:  C  Standard:  Recognize main ideas and subordinate ideas  

The main idea of this poem is that the speaker decides between two paths, which 
determines what course he takes through life. Choice C addresses this idea. A says the 
speaker actually makes two paths; in the passage he finds them. In B, the speaker does 
discover the two paths, but this is not the main idea. The speaker would like to take both 
paths, choice D, but this is not the main idea. 
 
2.  Answer:  D  Standard:  Learn new vocabulary words  
The word diverged is a grade appropriate word that means “to branch out.” D is the only 
option that gets at the idea of the paths separating and becoming two, or branching out. A 
implies that the two paths come together to blend as one. B involves the speaker finding 
the paths. And, C also addresses the speaker finding the paths, that they were “revealed.” 
 
3.  Answer:  B  Standard:  Read and respond to mythology 

Mythology often explains events in nature, making B the correct answer. A, C, and D all 
describe something from the passage, but they are not characteristics common to most 
myths.  
 
4.  Answer:  A  Standard:  Identify the elements of literature  

The main conflict, which drives the plot, is that both Sun and Moon want to rule the sky, 
so A is the correct answer. B, C, and D are all things that happen in the passage, but they 
do not drive the plot line of the story. 
 
5.  Answer:  B  Standard:  Distinguish between fact and opinion 

The only option that gives an opinion is B. It makes the subjective claim that “The mouse 
was clearly superior.” A, C, and D all give factual statements from the passage. 
 
6.  Answer:  C  Standard:  Recognize relationships in a passage  
This question is asking about cause and effect. What caused the scientists to redesign the 
lathe? The passage says that the lathe was not well designed for people to use, so it was 
difficult to operate. This is what prompted engineers to redesign it. So, choice C is 
correct. A deals with how many people it took to operate the lathe. The passage implies 
only one operator worked the controls. B is incorrect because the passage does not say 
workers complained. D is incorrect because the lathe was redesigned so that it would be 
easier to use not because it was inaccurate. 
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Content Domain II:  Reading for Critical Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In general, Content Domain II addresses critical thinking skills. Critical thinking occurs 
when a reader takes a piece of text and then makes observations, guesses, assumptions, 
and/or interpretations from it. This means that when you read, you attempt to answer 
questions like: 
 

• What will happen next in the story? 

• Is Character Y telling the truth? If he is lying, why is he lying? What does he hope 
to gain? 

• Why does Character B believe her brother will help her? 

• What did Character H really mean when he said, “Rosebud”? 

• How will this story probably end? 

 
The answers to these questions cannot be found directly in the passage. You need to think 
about what you have read and piece together the information to come up with a logical 
answer. Some students feel uncomfortable using their critical thinking skills to answer 
the questions, so they continue to look for the answer in the passage, when the answer is 
not there. Do not let this happen to you. Realize that the clues you need to answer the 
questions are in the passage, but they are not directly stated.  
 
 

 
A LOOK AT CONTENT DOMAIN II 

 
Test questions in this content domain will measure your ability to 
read critically. Your answers to the questions will help show how 
well you can perform on the following standards: 

 
��Read and recognize different types of writing    
��Read critically, recognize assumptions, and evaluate ideas   
��Understand how words gain meaning depending on context   
��Understand, develop, and use specifics and generalizations   
��Make inferences based on the passage      
��Draw reasonable conclusions from various sources   
��Understand human behavior through literature   
��Create hypotheses and predict outcomes    
��Defend conclusions rationally      
��Solve word analogy problems      
��Read and analyze technical writing  
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Spotlight on the Standards 
 

 
� Read and Recognize Different Types of Writing � 

 
There are many different types of writing, and each form of writing often serves a 
specific purpose. Think about the difference between a poem and a newspaper article. A 
newspaper article is usually written to inform readers of a current event, like a political 
election. Articles are supposed to be factual. In contrast, a poem is often written to 
convey an emotional state or feeling the author wishes to share. Poems are often filled 
with colorful imagery and vivid use of words. 
 
Imagine reading a newspaper article and thinking it was a poem. You would probably 
say, “This is the most boring poem I have ever read!” The reverse is also true. If you read 
a poem believing it to be a newspaper article, you would not end up very informed. 
 
This example is a little extreme, but it does show the importance of recognizing different 
types of writing and their purposes. Questions for this standard may ask you to identify a 
genre for a passage or where the passage would most likely appear. A question might 
look something like this: 
 
Where would you MOST likely find the following text? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A in a pet supply catalog  
B in an essay about dogs 
C in the local newspaper 
D in a magazine about dogs 
 
Look at each answer choice and ask yourself, “What is the purpose of this type of 
writing?” Starting with choice A, what is the purpose of a catalog? A catalog is used by a 
company to show off items they hope you will buy. There’s no reason a message about a 
lost dog would appear there, even if it is a pet supply catalog. For choice B, what is the 
purpose of an essay about dogs? An essay would give general information about dogs, 
and a message about a specific lost dog would be out of place. 
 
The two best choices are C and D. While a note about a lost Shropshire terrier might 
appear in a terrier magazine, it is not that likely, and the question asks for the most likely 
source. Magazines are usually distributed nationally, and the dog, Mr. Wurbles, has 
probably not crossed any state lines since his disappearance. He is probably still 
somewhere in the area of Vannin Road Park. This is why most local newspapers carry a 
“Lost and Found” section. The answer is C. 
 

LOST—one Shropshire terrier. A tag around the neck shows 
dog’s name, Mr. Wurbles. Last seen around Vannin Road 
Park on Saturday morning. Fifty dollar reward. 



Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT TEST CONTENT – CONTENT DOMAIN II 

32 
Georgia Department of Education • Kathy Cox, State Superintendent • January 2004 • Page 32 of 72 • All Rights Reserved 

� Read Critically, Recognize Assumptions, and Evaluate Ideas  � 
 
The questions for this standard will measure your ability to make assumptions. An 
assumption is something believed to be true without proof that it is true. Assumptions 
are often not written out, and it is up to the reader to understand what they are. This is not 
an impossible chore, as we all make many assumptions each day. All human 
conversations contain assumptions. Consider this small exchange between two football 
fans watching an Atlanta Falcons-Chicago Bears football game: 
 

Fan 1: Are you a Falcons fan? 
Fan 2: No, I’m from Chicago. 

 
This brief exchange should make sense to everyone who reads it. Here is the same 
exchange, only this time some assumptions have been written out. 
 

Fan 1: Are you a Falcons fan?  
Assumptions: 

• People at an Atlanta Falcons-Chicago Bears football game 
are fans of football. 

• These football fans are also fans of one team or the other.  

• People from Atlanta are probably fans of the Falcons.  

• People tend to root for the football team based in their city.  

• Rooting for a team means they go to the games hoping to 
see their team win. 

 
Fan 2: No, I’m from Chicago. 

Assumptions: 
• Location usually determines the team a fan roots for.  

• Stating “I’m from Chicago” means that I am a football fan 
of the Chicago Bears.  

• I have come to this game to root for my team, and I hope it 
wins.  

• This means that I am not an Atlanta Falcons fan, since only 
one team can win a football game.  

 
All of the assumptions stated are true, but did you need them written out to understand 
the exchange? Probably not. Your mind made all the connections for you, and you used 
the assumptions to understand the exchange without even realizing it. 
 
As you might expect, making the wrong assumptions will affect your ability to read a 
story and understand it correctly. Questions for this standard are designed to measure 
your ability to make or recognize correct assumptions. If you make the same assumptions 
as the author, then the chances are very high that you understand what the author is trying 
to say. 
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� Understand How Words Gain Meaning Depending on Context � 
 
The questions for this standard measure your ability to use context clues to determine the 
meaning of an unknown word and to understand that words can have different meanings 
depending on how they are used. A question may look something like this: 
 
In Paragraph 4, the word truncated most nearly means 
 
A modified 
B added 
C shortened 
D replaced 
 
Truncated is a difficult word. But, you can use context clues to help determine its 
meaning. The context of a word is simply the words that appear before and after an 
unknown word. Understanding the words around an unknown word should help give you 
clues to its meaning. Look at the words around truncated in the sample below: 
 
 Everyone could tell it had once been a huge tree. The roots at its base were 

as large as a grown person. When the tree died, someone had used a 
chainsaw to cut away most of the tree. All that was left was a truncated 
stump of wood. The stump made a picnic table that could seat eight people 
around it comfortably. 

 
The words around truncated should give you a good idea about what it means. There was 
once a large tree; what happened to it? Most of it was cut down, leaving only a 
“truncated” stump of wood. What remained could best be described as a shortened, or 
truncated, piece of wood. Therefore, answer choice C is the right answer for the first 
question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRATEGY BOX – What’s the Connection?
 
Assumptions are like unseen threads that knit conversations together. To find 
them, look at what is written and ask yourself, “What must be true in order for 
these statements to be true?” The answer to this question will be the 
assumptions underlying an argument or piece of writing. 

STRATEGY BOX – Use the Words Around It 
 

When you are faced with an unknown word, go back to the passage. Start 
reading two sentences before the word appears, and continue reading for two 
sentences afterwards. If that doesn’t give you enough clues, look elsewhere in 
the passage. By reading the context in which the word appears, you may be able 
to make an educated guess. 
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How a word is used in a sentence can also determine its meaning. If the context of the 
word changes, then the meaning of the word can also change. This change can be very 
basic, such as a word being used as a noun in one sentence and a verb in the next. 
 

Set as a noun: That is a lovely set of dinner plates. 
Set as a verb: Please set the books down on the table. 

 
However, a change in meaning can be subtler. Look at the word shrieked in the next two 
sentences, and notice how the meaning of the word changes slightly. 
 

Sentence 1: “There’s a monster in the house!” the woman shrieked. 
Sentence 2: “I just won 65 million dollars!” the woman shrieked. 

 

In the first sentence, the woman shrieks out of fear. In the second sentence, the shriek is 
one of extreme excitement and happiness. The context of the sentence has determined 
whether the shriek is good or bad. 
 
Context is a useful term to know when discussing the meaning of a word. Two other 
useful terms are denotation and connotation. The dictionary definition of a word is its 
denotation. The connotation of a word is a meaning or idea associated with a word.  
 
For example, both laugh and giggle have a similar denotation. These words refer to 
sounds you make when you find something funny. However, the word giggle has 
youthful connotations associated with it. You often think of children giggling, but rarely 
think of grandfathers giggling. The word laugh has no such connotations associated with 
it. Therefore, while the denotation of both words is the same, the connotations are 
different. If a writer decides to describe a grandfather giggling, she probably means to 
hint that he has a youthful spirit or is feeling particularly young at heart. 
 
 

� Understand, Develop, and Use Specifics and Generalizations � 
 
Generalizations are broad statements that are mostly (or generally) true. In contrast, a 
specific statement talks about a single, unique occurrence. One way to think about the 
difference between generalizations and specific examples is to compare them to some 
common grammar rules. Many of these rules, like “i before e except after c,” are 
generalizations that are true most of the time. However, there are some specific words—
like weigh and neighbor—that do not match the generalization. These words are specific 
exceptions to the general rule. 
 
Using generalizations and specific examples are two ways authors support an argument. 
Some of the passages you will read will be written to prove a certain point. Therefore, 
you can expect to see some generalizations and specific examples used in these essays to 
support the author’s viewpoint. Here is an example of a generalization and a specific 
statement that you might find in a passage on pollution. 
 

Generalization:  Pollution is bad for the environment. 
Specific Statement:  Animals can get caught in plastic rings from soda cans. 
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Soft Words 
 

Phrases such as most likely and 
probably are often associated 
with inference questions. Since 
inferred conclusions are based 
on clues in the passage and not 
direct statements, it is 
impossible to know exactly 
what happened. However, an 
inference based on clues and 
sound reasoning can provide a 
good answer about what most 
likely happened or what 
probably happened. 

 
� Make Inferences Based on the Passage � 

 
This standard requires you to make inferences. An inference is making a logical 
conclusion based on known information. For example, you are reading a story about a 
boy walking home from school. He is wearing a jacket, and dead leaves are crunching 
beneath his feet. What time of year is it?  While the author doesn’t tell you it is fall, you 
can use the clues to infer that it is fall.  
 
When you infer something to be true, you believe it to be true based on some fact or 
evidence. After reading a passage talking about water, you might infer that the main idea 
of the passage is that “Conserving water is an important step every country should take.” 
You might conclude that this is the main idea even though the text never specifically 
states that this is the main idea. Instead, you use clues and facts within the passage to 
infer its true meaning.  
 
Many questions under this standard will be similar to questions found under Content 
Domain I, especially those found in the “Recognize Relationships in a Passage” standard 
that begins on page 19. The difference will be that the answer to these Content Domain II 
questions will not be stated directly in the passage; you will have to make an inference 
about it. The difference can be seen in these two sample questions: 
 
CONTENT DOMAIN I 
What did Amelia do immediately after finding the 
old tin box? 
 
A She placed the box back into the wall. 
B  She placed it for sale at an online auction  
 site. 
C She returned it to the rightful owner. 
D She kept the box for herself. 
 
CONTENT DOMAIN II 
After finding the old tin box, the next thing Amelia 
probably did was to 
 
A place the box back into the wall 
B  place the box for sale at an online auction  
 site 
C return the box to the rightful owner 
D keep the box for herself 
 
Identifying the author’s purpose is another type of question that falls under this particular 
standard. These questions ask you to determine the reason the author wrote a particular 
passage or section of a passage. Was the author trying to amuse readers, or was the goal 
to warn readers of a possible danger? The author’s purpose will always affect the way a 
passage is written. 
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You will have to infer the author’s purpose for the passage, since it is highly unlikely that 
a passage will begin, “The goal of my essay is to inform.” Here are some common 
purposes for writing: 
 

• To amuse or entertain 
• To persuade or convince 
• To inform 
• To instruct 
• To warn 

 
When considering the author’s purpose, you should consider the author’s main idea and 
writing techniques. You should also consider how the passage makes you feel. If the 
author does his or her job well, reading the passage should affect you in some way. 
Passages written to prove a particular point should leave you convinced, or at least 
partially convinced. Passages meant to entertain you make you smile or laugh. Even if 
you don’t find the jokes funny, you should realize a passage filled with humor is meant to 
entertain, while a passage written with a bunch of facts about a certain topic is designed 
to inform and educate. 
 
 

� Draw Reasonable Conclusions from Various Sources � 
 
A conclusion is a statement that must be true if the supporting statements are true. These 
supporting statements might be facts, or they might be assumptions that are believed to 
be true. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion questions will focus on the relationship between supporting arguments and 
conclusions. You could see something like: 
 
Which statement from the passage supports the conclusion that a bird the size of a small 
plane really exists in the Alaskan wilderness? 
 
A Several Alaskan companies use small planes. 
B People outdoors often imagine they see things. 
C All the animals in Alaska have been researched. 
D Nature has the ability to constantly surprise us. 
 

 

Build a Pyramid 
 
Visualizing a pyramid is one way to understand the relationship between conclusions 
and supporting statements. The conclusion is the top block of a pyramid. It rests on all 
the lower blocks, which are the supporting statements. With this image, you can see 
how conclusions are “held up” by their supporting arguments and how supporting 
arguments “build up” to a conclusion. 
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The conclusion is given to you in the question. Ask yourself, “Which answer choice helps 
support this conclusion?” The answer choice that helps will be the correct answer. In this 
case, “Nature has the ability to constantly surprise us” helps support the claim that 
something never seen before—a bird the size of a small plane—actually exists. The 
answer is D. 
 
 

� Understand Human Behavior Through Literature � 
 
Reading a good work of fiction can provide you with more than just entertainment. 
Thinking about what motivates different characters and how they interact with each other 
can give you ideas about how people—including you—might act in a similar situation. 
 
Often, a character in a book will do something that you would never do. Instead of 
throwing the book down and thinking, “That’s stupid!” why not ask yourself, Why did 
the character do that? How did this affect the other characters? How did this action 
change the course of events in the story? 
 
Questions for this standard will focus on the feelings and motivations of characters and 
how the characters interact. Questions might look like some of these: 
 

• How does Lenny feel about Randal at the beginning of the story? 
• Why did Hiroko want to buy the new bike? 
• What do Tanisha’s actions suggest about her character? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Create Hypotheses and Predict Outcomes � 
 
A hypothesis is something that is believed to be true for the purpose of investigation. 
Roughly speaking, you can say that a hypothesis is a “good guess.” Like an inference 
(see page 35), a hypothesis involves looking at what you know and forming a logical 
conclusion. The word is often used by scientists who come up with an idea or hypothesis 
and then work to determine whether or not their hypothesis is correct. In literature, 
hypotheses often predict events that happen before or after the story itself takes place. 
 

STRATEGY BOX – Empathize
 
Good readers usually try to understand the characters better by empathizing, or 
identifying with another’s thoughts and feelings. Empathizing with the characters 
helps stories come alive, and it gives readers more insight into the motivations of 
the characters and how they influence each other. 
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Questions for this standard might look like these: 
• In the future, what will Becky probably want to do? 
• The next time Juan goes to the beach he will most likely 
• After Malcolm leaves, the first thing he will probably do is 

 
The words probably and most likely appear because the correct answer will be a 
hypothesis, rather than a statement of fact. All you have to do is determine which answer 
choice is the most plausible “good guess,” based on what you have already read in the 
story. If you can support your hypothesis with events and facts from the passage, then 
you stand a good chance of answering this type of question correctly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� Defend Conclusions Rationally � 
 
Questions for this standard are related to the concepts that appear under the standard 
Draw Reasonable Conclusions from Various Sources on page 36. Make sure to look over 
this section if you are not fairly confident you understand what the terms conclusions and 
supporting arguments mean. 
 
Strong supporting arguments are needed to defend a conclusion rationally. In fact, you 
might even see the word support in the question itself, which could look something like: 
 
Which of the following statements BEST supports Katrina’s belief that she is “not a 
morning person”? 
 
A Katrina considers 11:30 a.m. to be early in the morning. 
B Katrina enjoys watching movies that start around midnight. 
C Katrina’s parents like to sleep in on the weekends. 
D Katrina enjoys jogging around the lake at sunrise. 
 
For this question, the conclusion is that Katrina is “not a morning person.” One answer 
choice will contain a supporting argument that backs up this belief. Choice C has no 
relevance, since Katrina’s parents have nothing to do with the conclusion. Choice D is 
very wrong, since if Katrina enjoyed jogging at sunrise, she would be a morning person. 
Choice B might seem close, but staying up late doesn’t mean you don’t like to get up 
early. The answer is A, since 11:30 a.m. is not early in the morning, and only someone 
who is not a morning person would think 11:30 is early in the morning. 
 

STRATEGY BOX – Be a Writer
 
One way to work on this standard is to imagine you are a sequel writer. Your job 
is to continue popular stories from the moment that the story ends. Remember 
that your sequel should include plausible events that would logically follow the 
action at the end of a story. 
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� Solve Word Analogy Problems � 
 
An analogy is a similarity or relationship between two words. The key to answering 
word analogy questions is to focus on the relationship between the two words. Consider 
the analogy between the words collie and dog. How are these words related? 
 
A collie is a type of dog. The relationship can be described by the phrase “is a type of.” 
This same relationship will be found in the correct answer choice. 
 
A collie is to dog as a 
 
A spaniel is to friend 
B pet is to hound 
C grizzly is to bear 
D greyhound is to speed 
 
Many students do not focus on the relationship between the top two words, which leads them 
to make incorrect connections. For instance, some students might see the word dog in the 
question and connect it with spaniel in Choice A, pet and hound in Choice B, and even 
greyhound in choice D. Spaniels and greyhounds are both types of dogs, just as collie is a 
type of dog. Also, dogs make good pets, and hound is another word for dog, although many 
would say that hound has a different connotation. (Remember connotation from page 34?) 
 
Yet choices A, B, and D are all incorrect. The relationship is that a collie is a type of dog, 
and the best answer will have that same relationship. Looking at choice D in this light, 
you can see that a “greyhound is a type of speed” does not make sense. Neither does a 
“pet is a type of hound,” for that matter. You could make the argument that a “spaniel is a 
type of friend,” but it is not as strong as a “grizzly is a type of bear.” 
 
The two words in choice C have the same relationship as the two words in the question, 
which is why it is the correct answer. 
 
There are some analogous relationships that appear fairly frequently. Here is a list of 
them with examples given for each. Look over the analogies in the chart and make sure 
you understand the relationships. 
 

STRATEGY BOX – Become a Detective
 
Take a close look at the passage. What kind of support does the author offer?  
Does the author use personal examples, descriptive details, endorsements 
(testimonials), statistics, relevant research, facts, opinions, or hearsay as 
support? The kind of support tells a lot about how strong the argument is. For 
example, if the author uses a personal example to make a point about how well a 
medical procedure works, it is not as convincing as scientific research to support 
the claim. 
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Analogy Type Example 
Synonym Drench : Soak 
Opposite Calm : Angry 

Part & Whole Blade : Lawn mower 
Object & Attribute Candle : Light 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 

� Read and Analyze Technical Writing � 
 
Writers have to decide how to structure/format their writing and develop their ideas. In an 
informational piece, for example, should the most important point be discussed first, or 
should it be saved for the end? Should historical events be discussed in the order they 
occurred, or in order of importance to history? The writer must decide which pattern of 
development best suits the main idea he or she wishes to convey. 
 
Recognizing the organizational pattern of a piece of writing is the key concept of this 
standard. There are many ways to organize a passage or a paragraph. Here is a list of 
some common organizational patterns: 
 
Organizational Patterns for Writing 
 

• Stating a main idea and then providing support 
• Discussing a cause and then noting the effects 
• Using a list 
• Providing a definition 
• Comparing and contrasting items or ideas 
• Analyzing items or ideas 
• Discussing items in order of importance 
• Classifying items or ideas in groups 

 
If you have a question that asks you about the organization or structure of a certain 
passage, simply look at how the passage is arranged. Most questions ask about 
information in the passage, but organizational questions ask how the information is 
arranged. If you understand this difference, you should be prepared to answer these 
questions.  
 

STRATEGY BOX – What’s the Relationship? 
 
Always focus on the relationship between the first two words given in an analogy 
problem. Once you describe that relationship accurately, look for that same 
relationship in the answer choices. The correct answer will have the same 
relationship. 



Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT TEST CONTENT – CONTENT DOMAIN II 

41 
Georgia Department of Education • Kathy Cox, State Superintendent • January 2004 • Page 41 of 72 • All Rights Reserved 

A question for this standard may look like this: 
 

How is this passage organized? 
 
A    using compare and contrast 
B    using cause and effect 
C    by providing a definition 
D    by order of importance 
 
Questions focusing on the organization of a passage may also ask you to recognize the 
thesis sentence of a passage or a topic sentence of a paragraph. You may also be asked to 
identify ambiguous or contradictory information in the passage. 
 
Study Ideas for Content Domain II 
 
To practice many of the standards covered in Content Domain II, you first need to find 
something to practice on. Find a short story or informational article that has between  
500–1000 words. It can be something you have read before, or one that you have never 
seen. As you read it, do the following tasks. Think of it as an EOCT Scavenger Hunt.  
 

��Determine where this passage would most likely be found in a library. 
��Determine what the author’s purpose was for writing it. 
��Find at least three different assumptions the author makes. 
��Write down the denotation and describe the connotation of important words. 
��Find at least one generalization and one specific fact. 
��Recognize a conclusion and its supporting statements. 
��Empathize with one character and understand his or her actions. 
��Create a hypothesis that continues the story. (for a literary passage) 
��Explain how the passage is organized. (for an informational passage) 

 

If you can complete all these items, you will have a good grasp of what many of the 
Content Domain II questions on the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT 
might ask of you. 
 
 
Sample Questions for Content Domain II 
  
Directions for the Sample Questions:  
 
1. The questions are based on passages found in Appendices A-C. For each set of items, 

find the indicated passage. 

2. Answer the questions that go with the passage. 

3. Repeat this process for the different sets of questions. 

4. After you have answered all of the questions, check your answers in the “Answers to 
Content Domain II Sample Questions” section that follows. This section will give you 
the correct answer to each question, and it will explain why the other answer choices 
are incorrect. 
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Based on Passage #1 – “The Road Not Taken” 
 

1  Where would this passage MOST likely be found? 
 
A a travel journal  
B a state park guide 
C a hiking magazine 
D a literary anthology 
 

2  From the last sentence of this passage, the reader can infer that the speaker is 
 
A doubtful about his decision 
B regretful about his decision 
C satisfied with his decision 
D excited about his decision 
 

Based on Passage #2 – “Why Some Flowers Bloom at Night” 
 

3  Which word BEST describes the relationship between Sun and Moon? 
 
A competitive  
B cordial    
C supportive 
D indifferent  
 

4  Based on the story, what will MOST likely occur if the Moon enters the daytime sky? 
 
A The flowers will have to take another vote.   
B Clouds will help hide Moon from Sun.  
C Sun will try to make Moon leave the sky.  
D Blooming flowers will close up for the day. 
 

Based on Passage #3 – “How Do You Build a Better Mouse?” 
 

5  Based on information in the passage, a human factors engineer would MOST likely be 
 involved with which of the following aspects of automotive design? 

 
A what the seating capacity is in an automobile     
B where an automobile’s headlights’ switch is located  
C the material used to make an automobile’s windshield 
D ways to make automobiles more environmentally friendly 

 
6  Which of these is the BEST thesis statement for the passage? 
 

A “As you read this, human factors engineers are at work trying to figure out ways to make 
our lives and work easier and more comfortable.”  

B “Ergonomics, or human factors engineering, is the study of how humans interact with 
their world and their work environment.”   

C “The inspiration to study ergonomics began late in the 1940s.”  
D “One of the first ergonomic inquiries was the study of a lathe in a factory.” 
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Answers to the Content Domain II Sample Questions 
 
1.  Answer:  D  Standard: Read and recognize different types of writing 

“The Road Not Taken” is a famous poem by Robert Frost. It would most likely appear in 
an anthology of literary works. Choices A, B, and C are all related to the topic of the 
poem, but the passage would most likely be found in D, based on its genre.  
 
2.  Answer:  C  Standard: Make inferences based on the passage 

At the end of the passage, the speaker seems to be satisfied with the decision he made to 
take the path less traveled, choice C. For A, the passage does use the word doubtful in the 
third stanza, but it is used to say he was doubtful about coming back—not about his 
decision. B says the speaker is regretful about his decision, but the speaker never implies 
this. D says the speaker is excited about his decision. Again, the passage does not say 
this.  
 
3.  Answer:  A   Standard: Understand human behavior through literature 

Sun and Moon are competing for space in the sky, making their relationship competitive. 
Cordial, in B, implies the two get along well, which is not correct. The two do not seem 
to support or encourage each other, so C is incorrect. D says they are indifferent towards 
each other, which means having no real feelings for or against the other. But, they do 
have strong feelings.  
 
4.  Answer:  C  Standard: Create hypotheses and predict outcomes 

Because the reader knows that Sun does not want to share the sky with Moon and that 
Sun won the vote, the reader can predict that Sun would try to make Moon leave. It 
would be doubtful that the flowers would take another vote, as is suggested in A, since 
they had already made a decision. B is incorrect because Clouds made it clear in the story 
that they did not want to take sides. D is incorrect because the daytime flowers will 
bloom if the sun is in the sky, regardless of where the moon is. 
 
5.  Answer:  B  Standard: Draw reasonable conclusions from various sources 

Only choice B has to do with how humans will use the automobile, so A, C, and D are 
incorrect. 
 
6.  Answer:  A  Standard: Read and analyze technical literature 

The thesis statement should give the best overview of what the passage will be about. For 
this passage, choice A gives the best overview “ . . . human factors engineers are at work 
trying to figure out ways to make our lives and work easier and more comfortable.” The 
passage gives examples of how human factors engineers do this. B is too limited in 
scope. It only defines what ergonomics is. C is limited to a historical look at ergonomics. 
D is limited to the study on lathes. 
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Stand-alone Questions 
 
Unlike Content Domains I and 
II that asked questions based on 
long passages, most of the 
questions for Content Domain 
III are stand-alone questions or 
they refer to a short passage.  

Content Domain III:  Information Gathering and Research Skills 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Spotlight on the Standards 
 
 
As you can see, Content Domain III does not cover as many different standards as 
Domains I and II. If you enjoy spending time in the library learning about a new subject, 
then this content domain is for you. Content Domain III focuses on important research 
skills (like using the index of a book) and information gathering techniques (such as 
taking good notes). These skills are important for more than just answering questions on 
the EOCT. You have probably already used them for various research papers, and you 
will probably continue to use them in the future. 
 
 

� Take Notes on the Main and Subordinate Ideas � 
 
Just as classroom notes help you remember what was 
covered in class, research notes help you remember 
what you are learning while you are gathering 
information. For the EOCT, you will be asked to read 
a short, informational passage and then determine 
which set of notes most accurately reflects the 
information in the passage. In order to be correct, the 
notes should include the following: 
 

• All the main points 
• Important supporting information 

 
Look back at the outline on page 14. In the outline, the main idea is in the thesis statement, 
and each Roman numeral gives important supporting information, followed by specific 
examples. Keep this outline format in mind when you are answering these questions. 

A LOOK AT CONTENT DOMAIN III 
 

Test questions in this content domain will measure your ability to 
use different resources, evaluate mass media, and understand the 
research process. Your answers to the questions will help show 
how well you can perform on the following standards: 

 
��Take notes on the main and subordinate ideas  
��Use the research process 
��Use the features of printed material properly 
��Evaluate the message and effects of mass media 
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Don’t Always Believe  
Everything You Read 

 
Be careful when doing research online. 
We often accept the accuracy of what we 
read in books because we know that 
publishers and the editors who work for 
them would not stay in business long if 
they printed books full of factual errors. 
But people who “publish” material 
online don’t have the same pressure to  
be accurate. Practically anyone with a 
computer and an Internet account can 
publish material online. It is important 
that you consider the source of any 
material you find on the Internet. When 
you find a Web resource, try to find out 
what person or organization is publishing 
it, and then ask yourself if that person or 
organization is a respectable, trustworthy 
source for information on the topic you 
are researching. 

Don’t be fooled by a set of notes that only relates specific details, big generalizations, or 
minor details. Ask yourself, which set of notes would help you remember the important 
information if you could not look back at the passage? 
 

� Use the Research Process � 
 
The Research Process refers to many different steps related to finding information. 
Roughly speaking, it means going to appropriate resources (e.g., the library, World Wide 
Web) with a question and finding a way to answer it. The Ninth Grade Literature and 
Composition EOCT is an English test, so the focus is on the kind of research you would 
do for an English assignment. This can be broken down into various steps, as seen below. 
 
Some Steps in the Research Process 
1.  Deciding on a Topic. When determining a topic for a paper, be sure to keep the scope 
in the proper range. Most students pick topics that are too broad to cover in the number of 
pages they have been assigned. For instance, they might decide to write a three-page 
paper on “American authors of the past hundred years.” This topic is just too broad for a 
three-page paper (or even a three-volume series). It would be better to pick a single 
author, like Eudora Welty, for your paper. Three pages are enough for a very brief 
introduction to Welty’s life and work. Students can also experience the opposite 
problem—a topic that is too narrow in scope. For example, it would probably be a stretch 
to write three pages about Eudora Welty’s favorite animal. The EOCT might ask you to 
select the best research topic. You would need to consider which answer choices are too 
broad or too narrow and eliminate those. 
 
2.  Identifying Key Words. The growing 
popularity of computers and the Internet has 
changed the way research is conducted. One of 
the best ways to begin to gather information on a 
topic is to go to an Internet search engine and type 
in some key words. For instance, simply typing in 
Eudora Welty will bring you a lot of links to 
different Web sites.  
 
Using additional key words, however, will help 
you refine your search. If you are interested in 
writing about Welty’s life, entering the key words 
Eudora Welty and biography or early childhood 
should lead you to sites that discuss her life. 
However, if you are interested in one of her works 
in particular, you would be better off typing in 
Eudora Welty, The Optimist’s Daughter (one of 
her novellas), and then perhaps review or 
criticism. Using these key words should give you 
links to sites where people discuss or review The 
Optimist’s Daughter. 
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What is Plagiarism? 
 
Plagiarism is taking someone else’s words 
and presenting them as your own. You may 
only use another person’s words (either the 
exact wording or a paraphrase) if you cite 
the source (give credit to where you found 
the information). If you use the exact same 
wording as the original, you need to put 
these words in quotation marks. 

Read All About It 
Here is a list of some common 
reference materials: 

�Dictionary 
�Thesaurus 
�Atlas 
�Almanac 
�Encyclopedia 
�Library catalog 

A question on the EOCT may ask you to select the best key words to find information on 
a particular subject. You would need to think about what you know about finding 
information to answer the question. You may also be asked to choose the best source for 
a given topic. 
 
3. Paraphrasing Information. Research 
papers would be a lot easier if you were 
allowed to simply copy down, word for 
word, exactly what your source material 
said. This is plagiarism, and it is illegal! 
Instead, you need to take the information 
you read and rewrite it in your own words. 
This process is known as paraphrasing. 
Questions on this aspect of the research 
process might ask you to select the best 
example of paraphrasing a given short 
passage. 
 
4.  Using Note Cards. Note cards are a way of capturing the information from your 
research. Systematically recording where you found the information and labeling the card 
with the kind of information on the card can help organize your research. This will make 
it easier to use your research when writing your paper. On the EOCT you may be asked 
questions regarding the best way to write note cards (i.e., what information to include). 
Note cards typically include the following: topic heading, source title, page number(s), 
and relevant details on the topic. 
 

� Use the Features of Printed Material Properly � 
 
The Use the Research Process standard is designed to measure whether or not you can 
navigate around a library in order to do your research in an effective manner. It deals 
with some of the many different research tools available to you, such as the Internet. The 
standard Use the Features of Printed Material Properly is very similar, only now you 
must navigate through reference materials properly. The goal is the same (properly 
focused research), only the playing field is different. 
 
Reference materials refer to informative, nonfiction 
resources like a dictionary and The Readers’ Guide to 
Periodical Literature. For the EOCT, it will be helpful 
to be familiar with the purpose of these materials and 
how to use them. If you would like to find out more 
about these materials, go to the library and take a look at 
them. 
 
In addition to being knowledgeable about reference 
materials, it is also helpful to know the parts of a book 
and the function of each part. This information can help you quickly locate information. 
Take a moment to look over the chart on the next page. 
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Helpful Parts of a Book 

Item Brief Description 

Table of Contents 
Shows outline of book and the starting page for important 
sections in the book 

Preface 
An early statement that explains the scope, intention, or 
background of the book 

Introduction Serves to give the reader an overview of the book 

Index A list that shows where certain topics appear throughout the book 

Glossary A list of definitions for difficult or specialized words 

Appendix Extra information at the back of a book 

Bibliography A list of resources used by the author 

  
Find a book and see if you can find the different parts mentioned in the chart above. 
Familiarize yourself with each part of the book and how it could help in your research 
efforts. 
 

� Evaluate the Message and Effects of Mass Media � 
 
Even if you never pick up a book, you do a lot of reading every day. Much of this reading 
appears in the form of advertisements of one kind or another. There are billboards, 
concert posters, political signs, and even bumper stickers. Advertising also appears 
during television shows and radio broadcasts, in newspapers and magazines, and on Web 
sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Almost always, the message of all this advertising is “Buy this product!” or something 
very close to this idea. To get you to “Buy this product,” advertising employs a wide 
variety of persuasive techniques. Some ads contain statements from famous or popular 
people claiming that Product X is the only product they would use. Other ads might try to 

What is Mass Media? 
 

Radio, television, newspapers, magazines, and Web sites are all different channels 
through which Americans can receive information. Since some or all of these “media” 
are available to the majority of Americans everyday, a large “mass” of people use them 
as their source for information. Taken together, all these different modes of 
communication—television, radio, newsprint, etc.— are often referred to as mass media. 
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Take a Tour 
 

One of the best ways to become a better 
researcher and better student is to take a 
guided tour of your library. Ask about a 
tour at the main desk. Even if you plan to 
do all your research at the school library, 
you can usually arrange for a librarian to 
show you around. You will learn a lot of 
valuable information that will save you 
hours of frustration later—things like how 
to use the library’s catalog system, where 
to find microfilm materials and how to 
use them, where to find reference books, 
where to find magazines, and more. 

convince you to see a certain movie simply because it is the “number one film in the 
country.” The idea here is that since everybody else is seeing it, it must be good.  
Questions for this standard will often test your ability to read a piece of advertising or 
other mass media message and determine how it is trying to influence you. You may also 
be asked to identify the intended audience for a passage by considering the details of the 
passage. 
 
Study Ideas for Content Domain III 
 
The easiest way to prepare for questions for this content domain is to go to the library and 
practice researching something. It does not have to be a topic for any class. It should be a 
topic you are interested in and would like to learn more about. Do not, however, just go 
to the encyclopedias and start flipping through pages. You want to get experience using a 
variety of research resources. 
 
You may also want to find a variety of 
reference materials (e.g., almanac, 
dictionary, thesaurus, atlas). Look them over 
and compare their contents. How could each 
be helpful to someone doing research? 
 
If you have questions about resource 
materials or the research process, ask your 
English teacher or a librarian to help you. 
 
For questions on mass media, you can watch 
commercials and read ads and try to 
determine the intended audience (e.g., 
children, teenagers, adults, women, men) 
and what approach they are using (e.g., if 
you use this product you will be popular; a 
famous athlete likes this product, so you will too). 
 
 
Sample Questions for Content Domain III 
  
This section has some sample questions for you to try. After you have answered all of the 
questions, check your answers in the “Answers to the Content Domain III Sample 
Questions” section that follows. This section will give you the correct answer to each 
question, and it will explain why the other answer choices are incorrect. 



Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT TEST CONTENT – CONTENT DOMAIN III 

49 
Georgia Department of Education • Kathy Cox, State Superintendent • January 2004 • Page 49 of 72 • All Rights Reserved 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2  Which of these is the MOST accurate 
 paraphrase of sentence 7? 
 

A   Her stories and illustrations move 
through the pages in the same way that 
a Chinese screen painting creates a 
wonderful sight for the reader. 

 
B    Her stories and illustrations run 

together across the pages, bringing to 
the reader’s mind images of a Chinese 
screen painting. 

 
C Her stories and illustrations merge into 

art like a Chinese screen painting, as 
the reader goes from page to page, 
enjoying the unusual beauty she has 
created. 

 
D Her stories and illustrations are based 

on a Chinese screen painting 
throughout the pages, creating unusual 
images in the reader’s mind. 

 
 
 

Jeanne M. Lee 
 

1) Jeanne M. Lee grew up enjoying the folktales of her native Vietnam. 2) As an author and 
an artist, she recreates these folktales for American children today. 3) Ba-Nam is a story 
based on her childhood experiences celebrating Thanh-Minh (tan-min) with her family.   
4) In the Legend of the Li River: An Ancient Chinese Tale, Lee recounts the story of how the 
Li River was created. 5) A sea princess wished to give something back to the people who 
were building the Great Wall of China, so she created the beautiful river for them to gaze 
upon while they worked. 6) Lee is known for the tranquility and the simplicity of her art and 
her writings. 7) Her stories melt into her illustrations from page to page like a Chinese screen 
painting, creating a unique visual experience for the readers. 

1 Which set of notes MOST accurately 
reflects the main ideas of this passage? 

 
A -Jeanne Lee, Vietnamese author and  

  Artist 
-Recreates Asian folktales for America 
 children 
-one tale tells how Li River was  
 created 
-her work know n for its peaceful  
 simplicity 
 

B -Jeanne Lee enjoyed Vietnamese  
 Folktales 
-recreated these folktales for American 
 children 
-one story based on her childhood  
 experiences 
-another story tells how Li River was  
 created 
 

C -Jeanne Lee, native of Vietnam writes 
 and illustrates folktales for American 
 children 
-in one, sea princess wants to reward 
 people building Great Wall 
-Lee’s work compare to a Chinese 
screen painting 
 

D -Jeanne Lee, author and artist native of 
 Vietnam 
-known for the peaceful serenity of her 
 work 
-creates a unique visual experience for 
 readers 
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3 Name-calling is a persuasive technique used by advertisers to criticize a competitor’s 
product. This technique focuses on the negative aspects of the competition. 

 
 Which of the statements below BEST reflects the use of name-calling? 

 
A Fast Print Pens put the “pen” in your penmanship! 
B If you want to write with speed, choose Fast Print Pens over the rest! 
C Don’t waste your money on Rapid Writer Pens, Fast Print Pens are the best! 
D Don’t be confused by all the pens on the market. Buy your Fast Print Pen today! 

 
4 Garth is reading a book about the Battle of Gettysburg. If he is interested in reading 

further about the topic, which part of the book will list additional sources? 
 

A the introduction 
B the bibliography 
C the preface 
D the table of contents 

 
 
Answers to the Content Domain III Sample Questions 
 
1.  Answer: A  Standard:  Take notes on the main and subordinate ideas 
Answer A covers the most important ideas of the passage and gives the most complete 
picture of the passage. Answer choices B, C, and D are incorrect because they all include 
some minor details. 
 
2.  Answer: A  Standard:  Use the research process 
Answer A correctly paraphrases the ideas from sentence 7. B is incorrect because 
sentence 7 compares the effect of Lee’s work to a Chinese screen painting, but it does not 
say her work makes the reader think of a Chinese screen painting. C is not correct 
because sentence 7 does not say the reader enjoys the unusual beauty she has created.  
D is incorrect because sentence 7 does not say that her stories are based on a Chinese 
screen painting. 
 
3.  Answer: C  Standard:  Evaluate the message and effects of mass media 
Choice C says, “Don’t waste your money on Rapid Writer Pens, Fast Print Pens are the 
best!” implying that the Rapid Writer Pens are of low quality. This is the name-calling 
technique. 
 
4.  Answer: B  Standard:  Use the features of printed material properly  
B is correct because the bibliography of a book contains information on sources that were 
used to write the book and would have additional information on the topic. A and C are 
incorrect because they both serve to introduce the topic. D is also incorrect because the 
table of contents shows how the book is organized.
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Content Domain IV:  Content, Organization, and Style 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learning to become a good writer takes time and practice. Writing is a complex process 
that involves many different elements. Understanding these elements can help you 
become a better writer. This is the purpose of Content Domain IV. While it cannot cover 
every aspect of writing, Content Domain IV does cover many of the major elements of 
writing. 
 
Since the Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOCT is a multiple-choice test, you 
will not have to do any actual writing. Instead, many of the questions in this domain will 
provide you with samples of writing, and your task will be to distinguish the good writing 
from the poor writing. Some of the questions will have a single sentence at the beginning, 
but others will have a short passage, with numbered sentences. For these questions, you 
will have to look over the sentences and then answer questions like: 
 

• What is the BEST way to revise sentence 5? 

• Sentence 4 is misplaced. The BEST place to put sentence 4 is _________. 

• Which sentence would go BEST at the end of the passage? 
 
When you come across these questions, remind yourself that the key to answering them is 
to distinguish the good writing traits from the poor writing traits. Overall, you want to 
make sure the writing in the passage is precise, well organized, and easy to understand. 
 

A LOOK AT CONTENT DOMAIN IV
 

Test questions in this content domain will measure your ability to 
understand the writing process for a variety of purposes and to 
recognize well-developed paragraphs. Your answers to the 
questions will help show how well you can perform on the 
following standards: 

 
��Use language appropriate to the situation 
��Use the elements of the writing process 
��Write well-developed paragraphs 
��Write in different styles 
��Write for different purposes 
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Spotlight on the Standards 

 
 
� Use Language Appropriate to the Situation � 

 
Using appropriate language means that you choose certain words depending on the 
situation you are in and the people you are talking to. Let’s say you would like an apple. 
If you are talking to a friend, you might just say, “Hey, give me an apple” or “Let me 
have that apple, dude.” But what if you asked the governor? The governor is a prominent 
person in government, requiring you to use language that is more formal. “Excuse me, 
Governor, may I please have an apple?” is more appropriate than calling the governor 
“dude.” 
 
Questions for this standard will require you to determine the proper language to use in a 
certain situation. The audience, or group of people being spoken to, will also play a 
factor, as you have already seen in the apple example above. Generally speaking, you 
will have to choose between formal and informal language. Typically, formal language is 
more grammatically precise, often involves longer sentences and more elaborate words, 
and is respectful of the audience. In contrast, informal language is not always 
grammatically accurate, and it may involve slang words and phrases. 
 
The following chart compares formal and informal language. 
 

Informal Formal 

Howdy, y’all!  Greetings, ladies and gentlemen. 

What’s up? How are you? 

Let’s hit the beach. We should choose a seaside location for 
our vacation. 

Those are some crazy threads! Your outfit is very unique. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRATEGY BOX – Who is Your Audience?
 
Using appropriate language often boils down to deciding on whether formal or 
informal language should be used. Therefore, consider the situation and 
audience. If the situation is relaxed and between friends or family, informal 
language is suitable. If the situation is more official and there are strangers or 
important people involved, use formal language. The goal is to match the 
formality of the situation and audience with the formality of the writing. 
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Leave as is 
 

If a question has an 
option like choice D, 
“Leave as is,” then 
you have to consider 
the possibility that the 
statement is fine as it 
is written. 

Steps in the Writing Process 
 
Step 1.  Prewriting:  Gathering ideas, 

organizing your thoughts 

Step 2.  Drafting: Creating a rough 
version of the paper, often 
more than one 

Step 3.  Revising and Editing:  
Looking at your draft with a 
critical eye and making 
improvements 

Step 4.  Proofreading:  Polishing 
your paper to make sure it is 
free of errors  

Step 5.  Publishing:  Sharing your 
finished paper with others 

� Use the Elements of the Writing Process � 
 
Great works of literature do not flow effortlessly 
from the pens (or keyboards) of their authors. 
Most stories, essays, poems, and articles require 
hard work and revision before they can be 
considered excellent, or even very good. Even 
professional writers and famous authors struggle 
with their words. Drafting, revising, editing, and 
proofreading your writing are all “Elements of the 
Writing Process.” Performing these tasks well is 
an important part of being a good writer, which is 
why this standard is tested on the EOCT. 
 
The questions for this standard will focus on your 
ability to recognize the best revisions to poor 
writing to make the writing clear. You will be 
asked to consider the best way to rewrite 
awkwardly worded sentences, misplaced 
modifiers, and other errors in sentence structure. 
 
Here is an example of what a question for this standard might look like: 
 
Which, if any, would be the BEST way to revise the sentence below? 
 
 
 
 
 
A My friends and I, later that evening, we went down to the lake to 

pick daisies. 
B To pick daisies, later that evening my friends and I went down to 

the lake. 
C Later that evening, my friends and I went down to the lake to pick 

daisies. 
D Leave as is 
 
The correct answer is C because it rewrites the sentence more 
clearly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRATEGY BOX – Trust Yourself
 
If you can’t determine the exact problem with the sentence, do not be afraid to
trust your ear and make an educated guess. You can often “hear” a problem 
even if you can’t explain exactly what is wrong with the sentence. 

To pick daisies, my friends and I went down to the 
lake later that evening. 
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� Write Well-developed Paragraphs � 
 
Think of this standard as an extension of the last standard, Use the Elements of the 
Writing Process. While the last standard tested whether or not you could construct 
sentences, this standard tests whether or not you can construct good paragraphs. As you 
probably know, a paragraph is a group of one or more sentences that typically deals 
with a single idea or topic. Considering this definition, you can see that a well-developed 
paragraph is one that combines a group of related sentences in a logical, clear manner. 
This allows a reader to more easily understand the thoughts of the author, and it makes 
moving from one paragraph to the next an easy task. 
 
Questions for this standard will often be preceded by a short essay. You can treat these 
essays like mini-reading passages and use the same approach you would for a regular 
full-length reading passage. The questions could include: determining the best topic 
sentence (i.e., introduces a topic or idea) or concluding sentence (i.e., summarizes a topic 
or idea), identifying a sentence that is out of sequence or one that is extraneous (unrelated 
to the topic). Look over the essay to find the main idea. Then use this information to help 
you answer the questions. 
 
Try this on the sample essay below: 
 

Writing Around People 
 

1) Each writer has his or her own composing process. 2) Some writers produce formal outlines 
before they begin writing a story or novel. 3) Other writers do not even know how a story will  
end until they actually write the conclusion. 4) Similarly, where authors choose to write also 
varies. 5) While the image we have of a writer is frequently that of a solitary, isolated individual, 
poring over sheets of paper, such is rarely the case. 6) Many writers wrote some of their best work 
with other people nearby. 
 
7) Mark Twain, for example, wrote the novels Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and A Connecticut 
Yankee in King Arthur’s Court while sitting in a small octagonal building with windows on all 
sides so he could write while his children played in the yard around him. 8) Ernest Hemingway, 
too, wrote many of his stories and novels sitting at a table in a busy café in Paris. 9) Kate Chopin 
wrote on a special “lap desk” that she could carry with her. 10) As her children played and moved 
from place to place, she could place her things in the small desk, pack it up, and follow them.  
11) Wherever her children stopped, she stopped too; while they played, she worked. 

 
1  Which of these statements would BEST conclude the second paragraph? 

 
A Unaware of the adult supervising them, children often move around as they play. 
B Knowing that some writers do not compose in isolation gives readers a more complete 

idea of how writers work. 
C A lap desk freed writer Kate Chopin from the limitations of working indoors at a regular 

desk. 
D     Kate Chopin’s fiction is known for its powerful images of the natural world. 
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The Big Picture 
 

Many questions in this standard are 
“jigsaw puzzle” problems. With a 
jigsaw puzzle, you must take a small 
piece and figure out where it fits in the 
bigger picture. With these questions, 
you are given a sentence and must 
figure out where that sentence best fits 
within the paragraph.  

2  Where would this sentence BEST fit 
     if it were added to the passage? 
 
 
 

A after sentence 2 
B after sentence 3 
C after sentence 5 
D after sentence 11 

 
For the first question, having an idea of what 
the main idea of these paragraphs is will lead 
you to the right answer. Are the paragraphs mostly about Kate Chopin? They are not, so 
answer choices C and D are too specific to act as a good conclusion for the paragraphs. 
This leaves A and B. A is a generalization that does not really have much to do with the 
two paragraphs. This leaves B, the correct choice. 
 
For the second question, your goal is to find the sentence in the two paragraphs that is 
most closely related to the sentence in the box. Since well-developed paragraphs group 
ideas together in an intelligent and logical manner, placing the boxed sentence after 
Sentence 5 makes the most sense. Look how the two sentences flow together and 
complement each other: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

� Write in Different Styles � 
 
At first glance, most people can tell the difference between a romantic poem and a recipe 
for apple pie. It is not too hard to distinguish between these two modes, or styles, of 
writing. Yet because many students are unfamiliar with terms like expository, it would be 
harder for them to tell whether a poem or recipe is a good example of expository writing. 
 
Learning the proper names and definitions of four major writing styles—narrative, 
descriptive, persuasive, and expository—is the key to answering questions for this standard.  
 
Common Modes of Writing 
 
1. Narrative. Narrative writing tells a story. This story can be true (like a firsthand 
account in a magazine article) or completely made up (a short story with talking 
dragons). Narrative writing usually has a story with a plot, a climax, and a resolution of 
events in the story. 
 
2. Descriptive. As its name suggests, descriptive writing uses language to describe a 
person, place, or thing. Descriptive writing is often filled with colorful, precise language, 

In fact, writing tends to be a social endeavor.

While the image we have of a writer is frequently that of a solitary, isolated 
individual, poring over sheets of paper, such is rarely the case. In fact, writing 
tends to be a social endeavor. 
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since the goal of good descriptive writing is to make a person, place, or thing come alive 
in the mind of a reader. A character sketch—a picture of a person captured in words—is 
one example of descriptive writing. 
 
3. Persuasive. Persuasive writing is designed to influence the reader’s thoughts in some 
way. Politicians use persuasive speeches to convince voters to cast their ballots for them. 
Editorials in local newspapers are written to convince readers that one particular 
viewpoint is better than the other. 
 
4. Expository. Expository writing is used to provide information on a topic or to explain 
something. A common encyclopedia entry is a good example of expository writing. 
Look at the “Writing Around People” essay on page 54 and then answer the following 
question. 
 
The reader can conclude that this is an expository essay because the writer 
 
A explains a subject 
B argues persuasively 
C narrates an anecdote 
D discusses an effect 
 
Based on the definition of expository writing, the best answer is A. 
 
 

� Write for Different Purposes � 
 
While the last standard covered different modes of writing (telling a story, describing 
something, persuading someone, or providing information), this standard covers the many 
different purposes for writing. Much of the writing you do these days is probably academic, 
or school-related. However, you may find yourself called upon to write for other purposes. 
These include writing thank-you notes, cover letters for business résumés, and complaint 
letters. These different activities require using a variety of formats, as well as different 
levels of formal and informal language. 
 
The questions for this standard will focus on your ability to choose the proper category for a 
piece of writing. One final time, look over the “Writing Around People” essay on page 54. A few 
questions to help you focus on this standard include the following: Was this passage written for 
use in a business? Do you think someone wrote this passage as part of a personal diary entry? 
 
The purpose of this passage would BEST be described as 
 
A business 
B academic 
C personal 
D social 
 
The answer is B. 
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Try to imagine the intended audience for a particular piece of writing. Was it written for 
business associates or a group of close friends? Is a teacher going to read it, or does it 
contain thoughts that the author did not intend to share with anyone? Understanding who 
the intended audience is will help you understand the purpose of the writing. 
 
Study Ideas for Content Domain IV 
 
To do well on the questions for this domain, you must be able to recognize good writing 
and understand the importance of audience and purpose. As you look at passages for the 
other content domains, consider them in terms of what mode of writing they represent, 
the purpose for writing the passage, and how can you tell this from the writer’s word 
choice and sentence structure. Basically, to practice for this domain you will analyze the 
writing you see around you. 
 
Sample Questions for Content Domain IV 
 
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. After you have answered 
all the questions, check your answers in the “Answers to the Content Domain IV Sample 
Questions” section that follows. This section will give you the correct answer to each 
question, and it will explain why the other answer choices are incorrect. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1   The reader can conclude that this is an expository passage because the writer 

 
A explains a concept 
B describes a scene 
C argues persuasively 
D tells a story 
 

Recreating the World 
 
1) Plot provides the sequence to a story and theme tells us about the author’s insight into the 
human condition, but it is imagery that makes an imaginary world real to readers. 2) Writers 
use words and phrases that evoke images to recreate a sense of what it feels like to be alive 
and present in a given situation. 3) For example, a line such as “the cat’s eyes gleam in the 
moonlight” will most likely bring an image to the reader’s mind. 4) When discussing the 
literary technique of imagery, most people think of visual imagery, but a good writer employs 
any kind of imagery that appeals to our five senses. 
 
5) Auditory images suggest sounds to readers as “heard” in the phrases, the soft cooing of a 
dove or the blare of a car’s horn. 6) Gustatory imagery relates to taste. 7) If a character in a 
story is enjoying a meal, the writer might describe the flavor and texture of sweet corn with 
butter melting over it. 8) The writer might employ olfactory imagery, the imagery of smell, 
and tell of the scent of the freshly cooked corn with the steam and melting butter blending 
together. 9) By using imagery, writers attempt to draw their readers into the stories, so that 
readers can mentally share what the characters in the stories experience. 10) Ideally, if a 
character in a novel is hungry, the reader should be too. 
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2   The purpose of this passage would BEST be described as 
 
A business 
B academic 
C personal 
D social 

 
 

  3   Which of the following sentences, if any, would be the BEST revision of  
sentence 8? 

 
A The writer might employ olfactory imagery—the imagery of smell—and tell of the scent 

of the freshly cooked corn with the steam and melting butter blending together. 
B Employing olfactory imagery—the imagery of smell—the writer might describe the 

scent of the freshly cooked corn, the steam, and the melting butter blending together.  
C Because the writer might employ olfactory imagery, the imagery of smell, and tell of the 

scent of the freshly cooked corn with the steam and melting butter blending together. 
D Leave as is 

 
 
4   Which sentence should NOT be included in an essay about writing? 
 

A Other types of imagery include temporal and spatial. 
B Many writers believe that effective imagery is crucial. 
C Any novel, poem, or short story is just sunk without imagery. 
D Visual imagery may be the most crucial element. 

 
 
5   Which transition should be placed at the beginning of sentence 7? 
 

A As a result, 
B For example, 
C Later, 
D Now, 

 
 

Answers to the Content Domain IV Sample Questions 
 
1.   Answer: A  Standard: Write in different styles 
The key to answering this question correctly is knowing the definitions of the different 
modes of writing covered on page 55. Reviewing these items, you will see that “an 
expository passage” would explain a concept, choice A. The incorrect answer choices   
B, C, and D cover other modes of writing, such as descriptive, persuasive, and narrative. 
 
2. Answer: B  Standard: Write for different purposes 
It is unlikely that a person wrote this fact-filled, expository passage for a personal reason, 
so C is incorrect. Writing this to a friend or acquaintance is equally unlikely, so D is also 
incorrect. This leaves A or B. Since the subject matter deals with English language arts, 
and since the overall goal of the passage appears educational, B is the correct answer.  
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3.   Answer: B  Standard: Use the elements of the writing process 
Sentence 8 is a long sentence, and although the sense of it can be ascertained as it is 
written out, the writing is somewhat confusing and could be structured better. This 
eliminates D. Choice C starts with the word Because, making the whole string of words a 
dependent clause. Dependent clauses cannot stand alone, so C is incorrect. This leaves 
choices A and B. There are three different scents being discussed, and B does a better job 
of placing these in a series by listing them as the scent of the freshly cooked corn, the 
steam, and the melting butter.  
 
4.   Answer: C  Standard: Use language appropriate to the situation 
Since this passage is written for an academic audience, the language should be more 
formal than informal. C uses the informal phrase just sunk when a more formal phrase 
like hurt or deeply compromised should be used. C is not appropriate to the situation, 
since it is too informal. In contrast, choices A, B, and D all use formal language. 
 
5.   Answer: B  Standard: Write well-developed paragraphs 
Although the question asks what word should be placed at the beginning of sentence 7, 
the key to answering this question lies in sentence 6. Determining the meaning of 
sentence 6 will help you pick the correct word with which to begin sentence 7. Sentence 
6 mentions gustatory images, and sentence 7 then follows with an example of a gustatory 
image. This makes B, for example, the best answer. It is the only answer choice that 
creates a logical link between the words of sentence 6 and the words of sentence 7. 
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Content Domain V: Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight on the Standards 
 

 
�  Write Standard American English Correctly � 

 
Content Domain V focuses on your ability to use Standard American English correctly. 
Questions for this content domain will cover grammar, usage, mechanics, word choice, 
and manuscript form. The list below identifies some of the topics you can expect to see 
on the EOCT. 
 

• Subject-verb agreement 

• Verbs (correct tense, use of irregular verbs) 

• Punctuation marks (end punctuation, commas, colons, semicolons, quotation 
marks, and apostrophes) 

• Capitalization 

• Plural forms of words 

• Correct word choice 

• Spelling 

• Homonyms 

• Double negatives/comparisons 

• Pronouns 

• Commonly confused words/misused words 

• Manuscript form (paragraph indentation, title page, organization) 
 
If any of these terms are unfamiliar to you, please talk to your teacher or look them up in 
a grammar handbook. Each of these topics has a number of subtopics and rules associated 
with it, so it is important that you use resource materials that will give you this 
information.

A LOOK AT CONTENT DOMAIN V 
 

Test questions in this content domain will measure your ability to 
recognize and apply Standard American English. Your answers to 
the questions will help show how well you can perform on the 
following standard: 

 
��Write Standard American English correctly 
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All questions for this domain will be stand-alone items, which means they will NOT be 
based on a passage. Questions will look something like this: 
 
How is this sentence BEST written? 
 
 
 
 
 
A Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper, and then had taking a break. 
B Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper, and then takes a break. 
C Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper, and then took a break. 
D Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper, and then will take a break. 
 
For this question, think about how often you hear people say, “then had taking.” If it 
sounds odd to you, it is because there is no such verb tense. This means A is wrong. B 
and D don’t seem right either. That is because the verb tense shifts in the sentences. You 
might not notice this specifically, but you probably sensed there was something strange 
about saying Teresa “studied” and then “takes” or “will take” a break. Contrast this with 
answer C, which just uses the verb “took.” This is the correct answer. 
 
This question also tests parallelism, which states that objects linked together have to be 
similar in tense and number. In this case, the verbs studied, outlined, and taking are series 
of actions joined together by the conjunction and. However, the sentence in the question 
is incorrect because the verbs—studied, outlined, and taking—are not in the same tense. 
Changing taking to took corrects this problem because now all the verbs, studied, 
outlined, and took, are in the past tense. 
 
Study Ideas for Content Domain V 
 
To study for this domain, you may want to concentrate on the kinds of errors you 
typically make in your own writing. (Your teacher may be able to help you with this.) 
If you know what these errors are, look them up in your grammar book and study the 
samples. Or, you may want to work through a grammar workbook that will allow you to 
practice in the areas that need improvement. If you are not sure of your weak areas, you 
may want to take a look at samples of each topic in your grammar book. (See the list of 
topics of page 60 of this study guide.) If any are not clear to you, work through some 
practice items in a grammar workbook for those topics. 
 
Sample Questions for Content Domain V 
 
This section has some sample questions for you to try. After you have answered all the 
questions, check your answers in the “Answers to the Content Domain V Sample 
Questions” section that follows. This section will give you the correct answer to each 
question, and it will explain why the other answer choices are incorrect. 
 

Teresa studied for an hour, outlined her paper, 
and then taking a break. 
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1   How is this sentence BEST written? 
 
 
 
 

A If the children are quiet: we can hear the mockingbird sing. 
B If the children were quiet we can hear the mockingbird sing. 
C If the children are quiet; we can hear the mockingbird sing. 
D If the children are quiet, we can hear the mockingbird sing. 
 
 

2 Analyze the sentence below. 
 
 
 
 
  
 What part of the sentence contains an error? 

 
 A After careful consideration, 
 B Vanessa choose researching 
 C the oldest known map 
 D as her semester history project. 
 
 
3      Analyze the sentence below. 
 
 
 
 

 
What is wrong with the sentence? 
 
 A It is not a complete sentence. 
 B It contains a pronoun error. 
 C It contains a misspelled word. 
 D The sentence is correct. 

 
 
4 What change should be made to the sentence below? 
 
 
  
 
 

A change usually to usualy 
B change prefered to preferred 
C change decorated to decarated 
D change a lot to alot 
 

If the children are quiet we can hear the 
mockingbird sing. 

A person’s character development is 
influenced by their environment. 

After careful consideration, Vanessa 
choose researching the oldest known map 
as her semester history project. 

Tom usually prefered using a small, decorated can to 
hold a lot of his paper clips. 
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5   Miko is preparing to turn in her research paper. Where should she put the 
 bibliography? 

 
A before the title page 
B after the table of contents 
C at the end of the paper 
D as part of the introduction 

 
 
Answers to the Content Domain V Sample Questions 
 
1.  Answer: D Type of Error: Punctuation 
If the children are quiet is a dependent clause starting the sentence, and it needs to be 
separated from the main clause by a comma. D has this comma. Choices A and C use a 
colon and semicolon where the comma should be, while B omits the comma entirely and 
inappropriately changes verb tense. 
 
2.  Answer: B Type of Error: Usage (verb) 
Saying that Vanessa choose researching is an incorrect verb tense. Choose is a present 
tense, but the past tense, chose, is more appropriate for this sentence. It can be argued that 
the phrase chose to research is the best alternative to choose researching, although the 
question does not ask you to fix the problem, only recognize where the problem is. There 
is nothing wrong with A, C, or D. 
 
3. Answer: B  Type of Error: Usage (pronoun) 
The pronoun error occurs because the plural pronoun their is used to modify the singular 
person. To correct this, their would have to be changed to a singular pronoun such as his 
or her in order to agree in number with the antecedent person. A is incorrect because it is 
a complete sentence. C is incorrect because there are no misspellings in the sentence.  
D is incorrect because there is a pronoun error. 
 
4. Answer: B  Type of Error: Spelling 
When the word prefer has the suffix –ed added to it, the end consonant r should be 
doubled. Therefore, preferred is the correct spelling. This doubling of the end consonant 
also occurs with usually, which is why A is incorrect. Usually is the proper spelling.  
C misspells decorated, and D combines two words that should not be combined. 
 
5. Answer: C  Type of Error: Manuscript form 
C is correct because the bibliography is typically found at the end of a research paper. 
The other choices are all examples of incorrect places to find a bibliography. 
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The Road Not Taken 
by Robert Frost (1874 – 1963) 

 
 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 

5 To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 

10 Had worn them really about the same, 
 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 

15 I doubted if I should ever come back. 
 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—  
I took the one less traveled by, 

20 And that has made all the difference. 
 

 [Public Domain] 
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Why Some Flowers Bloom at Night 
 
 

1 When the earth was very young and all plants were just beginning to find their way, all 
flowers bloomed whenever they pleased. There were no rules about flowers waking up 
with the dawn and closing tightly at sunset. Day and night, all gardens bloomed equally. 

 
2 Sun and Moon were at odds often during that time. Sun didn’t understand why Moon 

sometimes appeared during the day. Moon was unhappy because Sun ruled every day, 
but Moon could only appear on some nights. They tried to settle their differences 
themselves, but their talks always gave way to arguments. 

 
3 Sun’s arguments revolved around his power. “I am much bigger than you, so I am more 

important. My heat makes the plants grow and the people happy. You should not be 
wandering into the sky during my time to shine,” he said. 

 
4 Moon argued about fairness. “It’s not right that you get so much time in the sky, and I get 

so little. Yes, you give heat to the world, but I supply it with coolness and fresh breezes, 
which give people relief from their cares. I deserve to travel the sky whenever I want to.” 

 
5 The quarrelsome pair decided to submit their problem to a higher authority. Because they 

traveled through Sky, they asked for her advice. 
 

6 After listening to Sun and Moon, Sky was not certain what to do. “I think that you both 
make good points,” she said. “But I cannot decide between you. Find another way to 
settle this.” 

 
7 So Sun and Moon asked Clouds for advice. Clouds, too, stepped away from the problem. 

“No, we are not meant to be your judges. If we choose for Sun, Moon will never light our 
path during the night, and if we favor Moon, Sun will dry us up. Please find another way 
to settle your problem!” 

 
8 Sun and Moon were barely speaking to each other by now. They spent so much time 

fighting that they forgot their jobs, and the Earth became still and dark. The flowers could 
not bloom in the darkness. Finally, the plants on the Earth began to protest. 

 
9 “It’s too cold here,” said the marigolds. 

 
10 “Yes, we miss Sun,” called out the roses. 

 
11 The tulips and daffodils also spoke for Sun, “Sun’s warmth always wakes us up from our 

winter sleep.” 
 

12 “That’s true,” said the four o’clocks, “but we miss the early moonlight.” 
 

13 “And I always wait for the evening breezes to send my sweet scent out,” said the evening 
primrose. 
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14 One pale, nameless flower was most outspoken for Moon. “My silvery white flowers 
match the moon. I cannot imagine blooming if I cannot see the moon.” 

 
15 Sun and Moon overheard the flowers’ complaints. “Perhaps the flowers can help us settle 

our quarrel,” they thought, so they asked the flowers to help them. 
 

16 “It is in our best interest to settle this quarrel,” said a tall golden flower with a center full 
of seeds. The other flowers agreed. After listening to arguments for both Sun and Moon, 
the flowers decided they should vote on whether Sun or Moon should dominate the sky. 

 
17 The tall golden flower ran to the front of the meeting. “I will be happy to count the votes. 

Bloom right now if you favor Sun, and please hold your bloom while I count.” 
 

18 Because the flowers had not bloomed for such a long time, most of them could hardly 
wait to show their petals. The meeting place burst into color, and the golden flower spent 
most of the day counting the blossoms. By the time the votes were all counted, most of 
the flowers were tired and wilting on their stems. 

 
19 Finally, the tall golden flower asked the flowers that favored Moon to show their 

blossoms. Due to the lateness of the day, only a few flowers, including the pale, nameless 
flower, showed their support of Moon. 

 
20 The tall golden flower rushed to tell Sun about the victory. “You shall rule the sky!” the 

flower exclaimed. 
 

21 “Because you have given me such great news, you shall be my special flower. From 
today on, you shall be known as Sunflower,” said Sun. As Sun spoke, the flowers that 
had voted for Sun nodded their heads in victory. Sun thanked them and said, “You shall 
bloom all day long because of your loyalty to me.” 

 
22 The flowers that voted for Moon gathered about him. “We are so sorry for your loss,” the 

nameless white flower said. 
 

23 “Don’t worry,” said Moon. “I’ll stay out of Sun’s way most of the time, but I’ll find a 
way to show up in the daytime sky when I think he’s not looking. And as thanks for your 
faithfulness, all of you flowers shall bloom at night. And you, my special friend,” he said 
to the silvery white flower, “you shall be called Moonflower. I will bathe you with light 
that will show your beautiful color at its finest.” 

 
24 And that is why most flowers bloom during the day, but some flowers bloom only at 

night.
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How Do You Build a Better Mouse? 
 
 
1 As you read this, human factors engineers are at work trying to figure out ways to make 

our lives and work easier and more comfortable. Ergonomics, or human factors 
engineering, is the study of how humans interact with their world and their work 
environment. Why are some chairs more comfortable to work in? What is the best height 
for a keyboard to prevent neck and arm strain? What is the best height for one’s 
countertop workspace? It is these and other questions that the study of ergonomics seeks 
to answer. 

 

2 The inspiration to study ergonomics began late in the 1940s. Technology was advancing 
in many areas: transportation, household appliances, communications, and entertainment. 
The first computers were in their infancy. Scientists often developed inventions and 
improvements, however, without taking into account the people factor: the physical 
interaction of the human being with the machine. As a result, the safety and effectiveness 
of these new technologies was limited until designers began to consider such human 
variables as size, range of motion, visual acuity, and age in relation to the product itself. 
Thus, ergonomics was born. 

 

3 One of the first ergonomic inquiries was the study of a lathe in a factory. A lathe is used 
for cutting designs into tubular wood or metal objects like the leg of a table. Engineers 
studied the relative positions of the controls on the lathe. They discovered that the lathe 
seemed to be designed for a person 4 ½ feet tall, with an arm span of 8 feet. The lathe 
operator had to stop and stoop down in order to manipulate the controls. They knew that 
if they could make the lathe easier to use, operators would experience fewer injuries and 
would become more productive. 

 

4 No matter how they redesigned the lathe, it would not be perfect for everyone, but the 
goal of ergonomics is to maximize the comfort and productivity for as many people as 
possible. Anthropometry is the study of the variability in size, shape and strength of 
people. Human factors engineers use anthropometric tables to improve the physical fit 
between people and the things they use, from hand tools to machinery to airplane cockpit 
designs. 

 

5 Sometimes ergonomics are used to improve the designs of products that we already have, 
and sometimes the study of ergonomics leads to the development of completely new 
products. One such product is the computer mouse. Doug Engelbart came up with the 
idea for the first mouse in the early 1960s when he was a research scientist at Stanford 
Research Institute in Menlo Park, California. 

 

6 Engelbart was assigned to a major project whose broadly stated purpose was to 
“augment1 human intellect.” Basically, scientists were asked to develop as many ideas as 
possible to enable human beings to solve complex problems more efficiently and more 
creatively. At the time computers were just becoming essential technological tools in 
government and industry. One of Engelbart’s tasks was to improve the interaction 
between the computer and the user so that science could take full advantage of a 
computer’s capabilities. 

 
1augment: increase 
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7 At first, scientists tested several devices such as the light pen, joysticks, and even a knee 
pedal, which provided control similar to the foot pedal controlling acceleration on a car. 
To decide which device was superior, they designed a series of simple tasks such as 
moving the cursor on the screen from one object to the next. They then timed a group of 
volunteers to perform these tasks using a variety of input devices. The light pen took too 
much time because the user has to reach to pick it up each time. The mouse was clearly 
superior. 

 
8 The first mouse was simple, with two discs mounted perpendicularly. The user could then 

move it vertically or horizontally. Most of today’s mice are still mechanical but contain a 
round ball in the base that allow the user to move the cursor quickly in any direction. 
Human factors engineers have also redesigned the shape to be comfortable for the human 
hand. They have also added two buttons to allow for quick access to computer functions. 

 
9 The mouse is just one example of the myriad ways that ergonomics has improved our 

work and our lives. So the next time you pick up a phone, sit in a chair, or push a grocery 
cart, know that an ergonomic engineer has studied how people perform countless tasks 
and worked diligently to make these tasks easier and more comfortable to complete. 
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Appendix D 
EOCT Sample Overall Study Plan Sheet 

 
Here is a sample of what an OVERALL study plan might look like. You can use the 
Blank Overall Study Plan Sheet in Appendix E or create your own. 
 
Materials/Resources I May Need When I Study:  
(You can look back at page 2 for ideas.) 
 

1. This study guide 
2. Pens 
3. Highlighter 
4. Notebook 
5. Dictionary 
6. Grammar book 
7. Literature book  

 
Possible Study Locations: 
 

• First Choice:  The library 
• Second Choice: My room 
• Third Choice:  My mom’s office 
 

Overall Study Goals:   
 

1. Read and work through the entire study guide 
2. Answer the sample questions and study the answers  
3. Practice reading and answering the general questions  
4. Do additional practice in a grammar workbook 

 
Number of Weeks I Will Study:     6 weeks    
 
Number of Days a Week I Will Study:     5 days a week  
 
Best Study Times for Me: 
 

• Week Days:  7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
• Saturday:   9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
• Sunday:   2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
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Appendix E 
Blank Overall Study Plan Sheet 

 
Materials/Resources I May Need When I Study:  
(You can look back at page 2 for ideas.) 
 
1. __________________________________ 

2. __________________________________ 

3. __________________________________ 

4. __________________________________ 

5. __________________________________ 

6. __________________________________ 

7. __________________________________ 

 

 
Possible Study Locations: 
 

• First Choice:  _________________________ 

• Second Choice:  _______________________ 

• Third Choice:  ________________________ 

 
Overall Study Goals:   
 
1. __________________________________ 
2. __________________________________ 
3. __________________________________ 
4. __________________________________ 
 
 
Number of Weeks I Will Study: __________________________ 
 
Number of Days a Week I Will Study: _______________________ 
 
Best Study Times for Me: 
 

• Week Days:  _________________________________ 

• Saturday:  ___________________________________ 

• Sunday:  ____________________________________ 
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Appendix  F 
EOCT Sample Daily Study Plan Sheet 

 
Here is a sample of what a DAILY study plan might look like. You can use the Blank 
Daily Study Plan sheet in Appendix G or create your own. 
 

Materials I May Need Today: 
 

1. Study Guide 
2. Pen 
3. Notebook 

 
Today’s Study Location:  the desk in my room 
 

Study Time Today:  From 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with a short break at 7:30 p.m. 
(Be sure to consider how long you can actively study in one sitting. Can you sit for 20 minutes?   
30 minutes? An hour? If you say you will study for three hours, but get restless after 40 minutes, 
anything beyond 40 minutes may not be productive—you will most likely fidget and daydream 
your time away. “Doing time” at your desk doesn’t count for real studying.) 
 

If I start to get tired or lose focus today, I will: do some sit-ups. 
 
Today’s Study Goals and Accomplishments:  (Be specific. Include things like number of 
pages, sections, or standards. The more specific you are, the better able you will be to tell if you 
reached your goals. Keep it REALISTIC. You will retain more if you study small “chunks” or 
blocks of material at a time.) 
 

Study Task Completed Needs more 
work 

Needs more 
information 

1.  Review what I learned last time X   

2.  Study the first standard in  
     Content Domain I X  

 

3.  Study the second standard in   
    Content Domain I  X 

 

 
What I learned today: 

 

1.   The difference between informational and literary passages 
2.  What the questions about main and subordinate ideas might look like 
3.  How to tell the difference between fact and opinion 

 
Today’s reward for meeting my study goals:       Eating some popcorn 
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Appendix  G 
Blank Daily Study Plan Sheet 

 

Materials I May Need Today: 
1. ________________________ 

2. ________________________ 

3. ________________________ 

4. ________________________ 

5. ________________________ 

Today’s Study Location: ________________________ 
 

Study Time Today: ________________________ 
(Be sure to consider how long you can actively study in one sitting. Can you sit for 20 minutes?   
30 minutes? An hour? If you say you will study for three hours, but get restless after 40 minutes, 
anything beyond 40 minutes may not be productive—you will most likely fidget and daydream 
your time away. “Doing time” at your desk doesn’t count for real studying.) 
 
If I start to get tired or lose focus today, I will: __________________________________ 
 
Today’s Study Goals and Accomplishments:  (Be specific. Include things like number of 
pages, sections, or standards. The more specific you are, the better able you will be to tell if you 
reached your goals. Keep it REALISTIC. You will retain more if you study small “chunks” or 
blocks of material at a time.) 
 

Study Task 
 Completed Needs More 

Work 
Needs More 
Information

1.    

2.    
3.    
4.    
5.    
 
What I learned today: 

 

1. ________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________ 

 
Today’s reward for meeting my study goals: ____________________________ 


