
 

Welcome to AP World History!  I am very excited about our class next semester. Here is a list 

of things you need to complete before next semester: 

1) You MUST go to the Media Center or bookroom, find Mrs. Auger, and check out the 

AP World History textbook, World Civilizations: The Global Experience 5th Edition by 

Peter N. Stearns before the end of THIS semester.  I forgot will not be an excuse! 

2) Follow the directions for the AP World History Summer/Winter Break Assignment. 

3) Complete the assignment by the designated due dates. 

This is only a taste of the level of work and time dedication expected for AP World History.  

Remember this is a COLLEGE-LEVEL class, so most of your assignments will be reading for 

comprehension and taking notes. 

Have a fun and relaxing break.  See you next semester!  

 
Mrs. Shannon Herndon 
AP, Gifted, and Honors World History 
http://blogs.harrisonhigh.org/shannon_herndon/ 
Shannon.Herndon@cobbk12.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

The summer/winter break assignment for AP World History consists of 2 parts. Part I is a 
reading assignment from the AP World History textbook.  Part II is an online map assignment.  
 

 
 You will read Ch. 1 and take notes.  Be prepared for the Ch. 1 reading quiz on the 2nd 

day of class; it will be an open note quiz, so take good notes!  Skim over Ch. 1 – 5 to answer the 
following questions by the 2nd week of class.  Part I notes and answers MUST be handwritten. 
   
1. What does civilization mean? 

2. How is the term "civilized" misused? 

3. Compare and contrast the terms "civilized," "barbarians," and "inferior peoples." 

4. Describe the culture of Paleolithic hunting and gathering societies. 

5. What is the difference between hunting and gathering societies and intensive hunting and gathering 

societies? 

6. Where were the first sedentary agricultural communities established?  How are the first sites 

connected to the spread of sedentary agriculture? 

7. How did the Neolithic agrarian revolution transform the material life and social organization of 

human communities? 

8. What is the importance of private property in civilization? 

9. What is the connection between irrigation systems and civilization? 

10. Why did the earliest civilization emerge in Mesopotamia? 

11. How did the Sumerians politically organize early Mesopotamia? 

12. What factors defined civilization in Sumerian culture? 

13. Why were cities important in Mesopotamian civilization? 

14. Was writing indispensable to civilization? 

15. What are some of the great social losses associated with civilization? 

16. What was the form of political organization in ancient Egypt? 

17. What other early centers of civilization developed in the Middle East and Africa besides Mesopotamia 

and Egypt? 

18. In what ways was Harappan civilization like Mesopotamian civilization? 

19. What is the evidence for an autocratic form of government in Harappan society? 

20. What were the causes for the decline of Harappan society? 

21. What impact did the Aryan migration have on the level of Harappan civilization? 

22. How was Aryan society organized? 

23. What was the nature of the formative Chinese agricultural system? 

24. What was the nature of the political organization of Shang China7 

25. What was the social organization of Shang China? 

26. What was the relationship between Shang religion and the development of writing? 

27. What do we know about the status of women in each civilization? 



28. How does the percentage of the earth inhabited by civilizations compare to that for migratory 

societies?  What is the reason for the difference? 

29. Define the two principal types of human ecological adaptation. 

30. Define the two intermediary patterns of human ecological adaptation. 

31. What are the types of pastoral nomadism and where are they located geographically? 

32. Discuss pastoral nomadic social organization. 

33. What was the nature of nonmilitary relationships between nomads and civilizations? 

34. What was the nature of the military relationships between nomads and civilizations? 

35. Why were nomads unable to generate civilizations of their own? 

36. What were the political, social, and economic consequences of the period of the Warring States? 

37. Describe Confucius's political philosophy. 

38. What changes in Confucius's political philosophy were made by his disciples? 

39. Describe the Daoist alternative to Confucian political philosophy. 

40. What was the significance of the Qin dynasty? 

41. Discuss the impact of Sunzi's political philosophy. 

42. How did the Han institutionalize Confucian political philosophy? 

43. Discuss the status of each of the following groups during Han times: scholar-gentry, women, 

peasants, merchants, artisans. 

44. How does Greek civilization compare and contrast to other civilizations? 

45. Define a polis.  How did the polis change between 800 and 400 B.C.E.? 

46. How did Greek city-states work together?  Why were they often separate? 

47. Compare the political structure of Hellenistic Greece to that of the Greek world before 400 B.C.E. 

48. What was the function of philosophy in Greek culture? 

49. What, according to the authors, were the principles of Greek culture? 

50. Why was the Greek economy so market-oriented? 

51. Discuss the role of slavery in Greek economic and social life. 

52. Discuss the status of women in society. What effect did class position have on women's roles? 

53. Compare and contrast Roman civilization to Greek civilization. 

54. Describe the republican constitution of Rome. 

55. How did the territorial expansion of the republic affect the society and politics of Rome? 

56. Compare and contrast Greek and Roman culture. 

57. Describe the constitution of the Roman Empire. 

58. Compare and contrast Greek and Roman social organization. 

59. Why did Christianity spread within the Roman Empire? 

60. How did the status of women in the Roman Empire compare with women's position in other 

contemporary empires? 

61. What was the legacy of the Roman Empire to successor Western civilizations? 

62. What were the fundamental patterns of Indian civilization? 

63. What were the sources of pre-imperial Brahmanic authority? 

64. How was the caste system organized? 

65. How did the rise of Buddhism represent a challenge to the Brahmans? 

66. Compare and contrast the organization of the Mauryan and Gupta empires. 

67. What were the keys to the Brahmans’ recovery in India? 

68. Compare the status of women in classical India with other contemporary societies. 



 Below are a series of links that will take you to some simple geography 

lessons. You are to take each quiz listed below and the correct link; when you succeed in 
getting a score better than 90% print your score and bring your printed results to me. You 
will either get an A for an F for these exercises. If you have not completed each required 
quiz by the end of the Foundations Unit 1, you will receive an F for the entire series.   

Below are the links you will need: 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/South_America_Geography.htm 

1) Countries  
a. Level 3 – Intermediate (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

2) Rivers  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

 
 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/European_Geography.htm 

1) Countries  
a. Level 3 – Intermediate (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

2) Geo-regions 
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

3) Rivers  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

 
 

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/African_Geography.htm 

1) Countries 
a. Level 3 – Intermediate (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

2) Geo-regions 
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

3) Rivers  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

4) Oceans  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

 
 

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Asian_Geography.htm 

1) Countries 
a. Level 3 – Intermediate (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

2) Geo-regions 
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

3) Rivers  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

4) Oceans  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

 



 

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Middle-east_Geography.htm 

1) Countries 
a. Level 3 – Intermediate (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

2) Geo-regions 
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

3) Seas & Bays  
a. L – Tutorial & G – Game (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 

 
 

 http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/World_Continents.htm 

1) 7 Continents & 5 Oceans (Yes, there are 5 Oceans! In 2000, the world recognized the Southern 
Ocean.) 

a. Level 3 – Expert (Print out scores above 90% and turn them in to Mrs. Herndon.) 
 

Make sure that you complete these activities by yourself and print out what is needed to 
turn in for a grade.  Below is an example of what a printout looks like: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The printout shows the following information… 

 Topic/Level 

 Date and Time the Activity was completed (No one will have the same date and time!) 

 Trial # 

 Score 

 % Correct 

 Avg. Error in Miles (No one will have the same average error in miles!) 

 Amount of Time to complete the activity (No one will have the same time for completion!) 
 
If you have trouble printing out the score reports, take a screen shot or use the 
“snipping tool” found in the accessories folder on most computers.  1) Go to your 
computer's menu/start button.  2) Select All Programs.  3) Open the Accessories folder.  4) 
Click on the Snipping Tool.  5) Use the + sign to "cut" out a picture of anything large or 
small on the computer screen.  6) Save and name the "capture" to a folder.  7) Insert the 
picture into any document.  I use it so much that I created a shortcut to the desktop. 


