
The North Cobb High School English Department knows that 
reading will increase students’ vocabulary, spelling, and writing 
skills, as well as help students gain new perspectives on life 
situations. The more reading people do, the more information they 
gain, and the better their reading skills become. Reading is an 
effective means of preparing for standardized tests such as the SAT, 
ACT, and AP exams. 

Select one book from this list to read this summer. 
 

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho  
The Book of Aron by Jim Shephard 
Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton  
The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jaime Ford 
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
The Orphan Master’s Son by Adam Johnson                                            
The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
Shanghai Girls by Lisa See 

 
Annotate your books to identify, label, and comment:   

1. If you own the book, write in it; if you borrow the book, use sticky notes to identify   
• passages that indicate a theme (a message that we can apply to life outside the novel) 
• passages that show how the main character changes through the novel (note these throughout 

the novel) 
• strong imagery (words that relay a sensory experience—appealing to two or more senses) that 

helps you understand something significant about the culture or cultures relevant to the story  
• passages where you felt a strong connection to an idea, conflict, or experience 

2. Label what you are noting from the list in #1, so, later, you remember why you marked it. This 
action saves you from having to re-read every passage as you locate what you need for the 
assessment. 
NOTE: We are not grading your annotations. We are grading what you do with your annotations. 
See below. 
 

You will complete an assessment early in the semester requiring you to analyze and to evaluate the 
text’s theme, main character’s changes, imagery, and your connections. You will have to provide 
textual evidence—quotations for each category, so you will use your annotations during this 
assessment. 

***A note to parents: Please review the 

selection with your student because some 

books may make references to societal 

events and language that you may wish to 

discuss with your child. **** 

 

 Your novel must be a paper edition, not an e-book. You must bring the novel to 
school on the due date, or you cannot complete the assessment. Your teacher will inform you of this 
date once the semester begins. 
 


