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GRANT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SAFE START RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN SUMMARY 
 

To the Parents, Staff, and Students of Grant Public Schools, 
 
As you are all aware, school districts across Michigan have been busy planning for the upcoming school 
year with the recently released requirements and guidance documents from the State.  It has been quite 
an undertaking for our Task Force that is comprised of:  Teachers, Parents, Health Care Workers, 
Support Staff, Directors, Administrators, and other Stakeholders.  They have worked tirelessly for the 
past several weeks to make sure we are in the best position to allow our students and staff to return as 
safely as possible.  We have had to prepare plans for if we are in Phase 3, 4, or 5 of the Governor’s Safe 
Start Plan.  Phase 3 would mean there would be no face-to-face instruction, only virtual.  Phase 4 (which 
we are currently in) will allow both face-to-face and virtual.  Phase 5 would be much more similar to 
how things were before the pandemic, with several new safety protocols in place. 
 
There were four sub-committees formed within our Task Force:  Safety Protocols, Mental and 
Social/Emotional Wellbeing, Instruction, and Operations.  The summary below includes the primary 
points of focus plans from each area. 
 
There is still a very strong likelihood that there may be additional requirements or adjustments presented 
to us as we move towards August 31st.  There are some announcements expected from the State the first 
week of August that may impact some of the details of our GPS plan, we will adjust accordingly if that 
is the case. 
 
We wanted to provide a summary of the plan for everyone to see and hopefully provide an idea of what 
we will be doing to begin the year.  We will be taking the complete and detailed plan to our Staff for 
feedback early next week, then will be sharing the complete plan, with all of the details, with the 
Community later in the week.  Our School Board is required to take action on the plan on August 10th 
and we will need to submit it to the State by August 15th.  Thank you to all of our Task Force members 
for being flexible and thoughtful as we put this plan together and thank you to all of our Parents and 
Students for allowing us patience and grace as we have worked to plan for the countless circumstances 
that may arise. 
 
SUMMARY 
Making the assumption that we will continue to be in Phase 4 of the Governor’s Safe Start Plan, Grant 
Public Schools will be offering two learning options for our students:  Face to Face Instruction in the 
school buildings and Virtual Distance Learning for families who prefer to keep their children at home.  
For our families who choose the virtual option, we will be using the MAVIN platform that will allow 
our students to maintain connections with their teachers daily.  This option will also allow for families 
without an internet connection to participate if they choose.  More information will be sent out in the 
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next few days for parents considering that option.  It will be a commitment for at least the first marking 
period (first 9 weeks). 
 
PHASE 4-INSTRUCTIONAL EXPECTATIONS 
The instructional objective for the 2020-21 school year is to provide high quality, continuous teaching 
and learning with social-emotional health at the forefront, striving to create an environment of flexibility 
and support for the mutual benefit of Grant Students, Parents, Teachers, Administrators, and Community 
Members. 
 
Technology 

• Prior to school, families will pick up devices from specified Grant Public Schools (GPS) 
locations. Your building Principal will be in contact with directions on when and how to do 
this.  Students will be able to take them home daily, insurance will be covered by the District.  

• Training sessions will be offered for students and parents on the online platforms that will be 
used at GPS. 

 
 
How Your Child Will Learn 

• In Person - Every effort will be made to have as traditional school year as possible, while still 
adhering to the safety guidelines from the State of Michigan.  

• Online - Access to the internet (DSL, Cable, Satellite, Cell Service) will be required if choosing 
to be online or if the State of Michigan requires online only.  Contact GPS if you do not have 
reliable internet access or cellular signal at your home.   

• Special Education and 504 Accommodations - These will be available with in person or online 
instruction. If there are concerns, contact your child's school building. 

• Student/Parent access to teachers - All teachers will be available for online/in person office 
hours every day.  Specific building schedules will be provided soon. 

• The teachers will provide lessons aligned with the state/district curriculum through MAVIN 
online. Students are expected to complete all assignments and assessments in a timely manner.  

• The staff has worked hard to prepare for online learning, and unlike the spring, **ALL 
classwork will be graded, and daily attendance is required** 
 

MAVIN 
MAVIN is our online learning management system. All students will be required to check into 
MAVIN each day for attendance and to view their checklist of assignments for the day.  

 
Expectations 

• Plan on a full day of school each day. Students are expected to follow their hourly schedule, 
whether online or in person.  Daily school schedules will be communicated soon. 

• Students will be required to log into MAVIN daily (online and in person). 
• Assignments and assessments need to be submitted in a timely manner. 
• Speak up, ask for help, and realize this is not a normal school year. Know that the entire staff at 

Grant Public Schools is here to work with and support you as students and parents. We will get 
through this together! Go Tigers! 
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PHASE 4-MENTAL AND SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELLBEING EXPECTATIONS 
Grant Public Schools Staff Professional Development 
Grant Public Schools staff will engage in ongoing training and other various professional development 
opportunities to provide staff with the knowledge of trauma-informed best practices and social-
emotional learning. Additionally, staff will be supported with any needed tools and implementation 
resources to help our students re-enter the classroom and school environment.  
 
Social Emotional Health Strategies for Staff in the Classroom 
Grant Public Schools staff will be making mental health a priority as students re-enter the classroom. 
During this time, schools will be centered on creating an environment where students feel safe and 
secure.  Staff will focus on rebuilding/building relationships to help students and staff feel reconnected.   
In addition, staff will be establishing daily “check ins” with students at the beginning and at the end of 
the day to help reduce students’ anxieties and concerns.  This will help students feel supported and 
connected 
 
Lastly, staff will be flexible and empathetic with students as they transition into their new routine. We 
understand that students have experienced significant transitions that could create challenging behaviors. 
If needed, teachers will refer your child to the school counselor or school social worker, and/or make a 
parent contact 
 
Mental and Social Health Resources    
Grant Public School will offer resources for families, mental health resources, hotline numbers, and 
contact information for the GPS Counseling Staff located at: https://www.grantps.net/Social-Work-and-
Counseling. 
 
Wellness Check-Ins 
Grant Public School will implement age-appropriate “Wellness Check-Ins” to help support the mental 
and social-emotional health of GPS students on a regular basis.   
 
 
PHASE 4-OPERATIONS PLAN EXPECTATIONS 
Technology 

• Distribution Plan developed for 1 to 1 student technology 
• Tech support will be offered through the work order system on the home page or Technology 

Department hotline 
• Communication/technology contracts will be sent out before school 
• Using MAVIN for delivery of instruction 

 
Transportation 

• Busses will be sanitized before and after each run 
• Students will be using hand sanitizer and receiving masks (if needed) as they board 
• Parents will be notified by drivers a week before school with bus times 
• Drivers will be calling families to confirm that bus transportation is needed 
• Students will have different entry points at school buildings to allow for distancing 

https://www.grantps.net/Social-Work-and-Counseling
https://www.grantps.net/Social-Work-and-Counseling
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Food Service 
• Lunch will be delivered to classrooms K-4 
• Bagged breakfast at all buildings, delivered to classrooms K-8, HS will come through the 

cafeteria for a bagged breakfast 
• There will be staggered lunch lines and times by grade level (MS/HS), then they will return to 

designated eating area (5-minute intervals for meal acquisition) 
 
Facilities and Maintenance 

• Masks will be provided for students who do not have one 
• Hand sanitizer stations have been installed throughout the buildings to increase availability, 

additional soap dispensers installed in classrooms 
• Each classroom will have either a hand-washing station or a hand sanitizer station 
• Clorox 360 (Sanitizing fogger) will be used at least once a week in each room 
• Common touch points will continue to be sanitized multiple times each day 

 
 

PHASE 4-SAFETY PROTOCOL EXPECTATIONS 
• Many of these are REQUIRED by the State and Health Department in Phase 4 

 
Grant Public Schools will: 

• Require all staff and students 6-12 grades to wear masks, K-5 students wear masks during      
passing times (masks will be provided if a student does not have one) 

• Require a doctor’s note for any student or staff member who will not be wearing a mask 
• Require anyone exempt from a mask to wear a face shield 
• Require students/staff with COVID-like symptoms to be removed from classroom area and sent 

home 
• If a positive case occurs, the Health Department will be notified immediately, and contact tracing 

will begin.  Health Department guidelines will be strictly followed 
• Require staff/students to meet the CDC requirements before returning to school 

 
The Staff will: 

• Pass COVID screening prior to entering school each day 
• Teach hand washing hygiene to all students  
• Monitor students for symptoms and send to office if symptoms are present 

 
The Students will: 

• Use hand sanitizer before entering school or boarding bus in the morning 
• K-5 will wear a mask on the bus and during any passing times 
• 6-12 will wear a mask all day (mask breaks outside) 
• Adhere to social distancing expectations 
• Follow signs for sanitation and movement at all times 
• Report to an adult when they do not feel well 
• Wash hands regularly and at designated times throughout the day 
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The Parents will: 
• Check child's health each day before putting on the bus or bringing to school  
• Keep child home with any of the following symptoms or with positive COVID test: 

o Temperature greater than 100.3 
o Diarrhea, nausea and vomiting 
o Cough or shortness of breath 

• Notify the school with positive household cases or close contact to confirmed cases 
• Pick child up if school calls and follow return policy 
• Have limited access to school buildings due to COVID restrictions and must wear a mask if on 

school property 
• Adhere to adjusted drop off and pick up plans laid out by district 

 
As you can see, there is a great deal of planning that has gone into the plan and will continue as we need 
to adjust as we move forward towards the beginning of school.  We will keep you posted as we make 
any adjustments and will have the complete plan available for review at some point next week.  Please 
know that we are encouraging staff to take their classes outdoors whenever possible, we want to make 
sure there is adequate movement time and times where there can be ‘mask breaks’ for our Middle 
School and High School students and staff.   
 
Thank you again for your patience and grace as we continue to move and progress towards re-
connecting with all of our students and families.  Undoubtedly, there will be many questions, hopefully 
this preview has helped to answer some of them.  Please reach out to your building Principal or our 
offices if there is any other way we can help you.   Remember, we are required by both the State of 
Michigan and our Health Department to follow many of these guidelines-we all want everyone to be as 
safe as possible.  Also remember that we may be forced to adjust some of our plans if new guidelines 
and requirements are issued.  We will communicate those as soon as possible. 
 
For our students who participate in MHSAA athletics, their guidance and policies have been updated 
several times throughout the summer, including a new one this week.  Our Athletic Director and our 
Coaches will continue to keep you all updated on the latest news in those areas. 
 
For our students who participate in other extracurricular activities, we really want to be able to hold 
these activities in a safe way that complies with Health Department standards.  As your activity draws 
near, we will be able to provide more guidance and clarity. 
 
We are all looking forward to a safe return, either in-person or through distance learning.  We have 
missed the daily interactions with our staff and students more than we can express.  We are all in a 
situation where we are like a ‘start-up’ organization, having to plan differently for everything and to 
expect the unexpected.  We will figure this out, we will be better for it, we will make mistakes, we will 
get back up, we will grow from them, and we will all learn and overcome together.  We can’t wait to see 
everyone, GO TIGERS!! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Brett Zuver 
Superintendent 
Grant Public Schools 
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