
Hillgrove High School English Department 
ALL Honors/AP courses below: 

Honors 9th Literature Pre-Course Reading 2019-2020 
 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course reading assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This 
reading requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester 
curriculum, specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course 
reading rather than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of the required 
text the FIRST week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these 
texts at the start of the class.  
 

Reading Assignments 
Read the assigned text(s) for the Honors 9th Literature course you are taking in the 2019-2020 school year before the 
start of the semester. Additional assignments and/or guidance for your reading are provided on the following pages.  
 

9th Grade Honors Literature and Composition 
Color of Water by James McBride 
 

 
As you read you will complete a double-entry journal for each chapter. Information on how to complete this journal is 
below.  
 
A double-entry  journal is a note-taking strategy for actively reading a text. In your journal, you can connect your own 
experiences to those of the characters, share your opinions about what is happening, trace the development of the characters, 
and comment on the writer’s choices that create the voice of the narrator.  
 
In the left column (“Trigger Text”), copy or summarize passages that trigger your thoughts in some way, citing the page 
number and the quotation.  In the right column, write your thoughts about the passage or some element of the narrative 
(character, plot, theme, voice, etc.).  
 
If you are having trouble thinking of what to write, try using these stems:  

• I really like/ dislike this part because… 

• I wonder why.... ?  

• The diction (word choice)/ imagery creates a tone of …  

• I predict that…  

• This reminds me of the time when I .. 

• If it was me, I would …  

• This is similar to Ruth/ James’s story because…  
 

** Write at least one entry per chapter, but you may write as many as you like. Try to vary the types of responses you give by 
focusing on different reactions you have to different parts of the text.   

 

Trigger Text 
(The book says…) 

Analysis/ Question/ Opinion 
(I say …) 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  



Hillgrove High School English Department 
Honors World Literature Pre-Course Reading 2019-2020 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course reading assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This 
reading requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester 
curriculum, specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course 
reading rather than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of the required 
text the FIRST week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these 
texts at the start of the class.  
 

Reading Assignments 
Read the assigned text for the Honors World Literature course you are taking in the 2019-2020 school year before 
the start of the semester. Additional assignments and/or guidance for your reading are provided below.  
 

10th Grade Honors World Literature and Composition 
Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez  
 
Students are to complete a theme study as they read Chronicle of a Death Foretold. Directions are listed below: 

1. Identify 5 thematic concepts/topics for the book. These are the one-word big concepts explored in the book.  
2. Then, choose TWO of those topics to develop into themes. (Remember to go from topic to theme, answer 

the question: What is the author’s message about the topic?) 
3. For each of the themes, you will find FIVE textual examples (passages). You will have a total of 10 responses.  
4. For each passage you select, explain how it relates to your chosen theme.  

 
Example from another book (The Color of Water) 
Topic: past vs. present 
Theme: Facing their past often leads people to understanding who they are in the present. 
 

Page Number Text Evidence/Passage Analysis (How does this passage 
relate to the theme?) 

p. 270 “I felt like a Tinkertoy kid building 
my own self out of one of those toy 
building sets; for as she laid her life 
before me, I reassembled the 
tableau of her words like a picture 
puzzle, and as I did, so my own life 
was rebuilt.” 

Toward the end of the book, 
McBride begins to recognize that 
exploring his mother’s life connects 
him to his own. He compares this 
exploration of his mother’s life and 
understanding his own to building a 
toy from pieces. This assembly of his 
mother’s experiences and life 
through her words led him to a new 
understanding of his own life.  

  
**Use this format (topic, theme, and chart) for your assignment. Be prepared to submit via www.turnitin.com when 
requested.  

  

http://www.turnitin.com/


Hillgrove High School English Department 
AP Language Pre-Course Reading 2019-2020 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course reading assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This 
reading requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester 
curriculum, specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course 
reading rather than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of the required 
text the FIRST week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these 
texts at the start of the class.  
 

Reading Assignments 
Read the assigned text(s) for AP Language/American Literature, the English course you are taking in the 2019-2020 
school year before the start of the semester. Additional assignments and/or guidance for your reading are provided 
on the following pages.  
 

11th Grade AP Language and American Literature 
You Are Not So Smart: Why You Have Too Many Friends on Facebook, Why Your Memory Is Mostly Fiction, and 46 
Other Ways You're Deluding Yourself, David McRaney 
 
In AP Language, we study rhetoric. Valued highly by the ancient Greeks (as well as modern politicians and 
advertisers) rhetoric is the art of a speaker using language and visual elements to craft a message for a specific 
audience to achieve a specific purpose. In plain English, our task is to learn how to analyze persuasive texts and how 
to create them. Unfortunately many of our arguments are flawed by faulty thinking and cognitive biases. These are 
also the weakness that politicians and marketers exploit to persuade us to vote for their policies, or to buy their 
products. This text is a guide book to the fallacies that are used to persuade us and the cognitive biases that keep us 
from seeing the flaws in our own reasoning. Being aware of your own biases and honing the ability to spot fallacies 
are necessary tools for making good arguments and for making good choices.  
 
THE ASSIGNMENT 
Read the book. You can read from cover to cover or you can skip around, but read the book. The whole book.   When you 
have finished the book, complete the following assignments for the text: 
 
For this text you choose SIX fallacies or cognitive biases. You will create a digital presentation for the class in which you do the 
following for each of the biases or fallacies you choose: 
 

o Identify the fallacy or bias and briefly explain it. 
o Find ONE example of the fallacy in the real world. You may NOT use one of McRaney’s examples.  Instead find 

your own  examples from the world of REHUGO. REHUGO stands for: 
 R: Reading – Books or articles that you have read in your classes or for pleasure (Since it is summer ANY book 
will do) 
E: Entertainment/Arts – Songs, movies, television, plays etc. (Again, it’s summer use the material that          is 
already in front of you) 
H: History –Historical events or actions made by historical events.(Currents events work too!) 
U: Universal Truths—Proverbs, folk sayings, or common knowledge. 
G: Government—Political ads, arguments, debates about social issues 
 O: Opinion—Your own beliefs about a given topic.  

     You may not use any element of REHUGO more than once. .  
o Analyze the example to show how the argument is marred by the fallacy or cognitive bias.  

 
You may use any presentation program you wish (Powerpoint, Prezi, Sway, Etc, ). The presentation must contain the 3 major 
elements as well as be appropriate for your audience (they need to be school appropriate), visually appealing, and 
grammatically correct.  



Hillgrove High School English Department 
AP Literature Pre-Course Reading 2019-2020 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course reading assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This 
reading requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester 
curriculum, specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course 
reading rather than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of the required 
text the FIRST week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these 
texts at the start of the class.  
 

Reading Assignments 
Read the assigned text(s) for the AP Literature course you are taking in the 2019-2020 school year before the start of 
the semester. Additional assignments and/or guidance for your reading are provided on the following pages.  
 

12th Grade AP Literature  
Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller 
 
Students are to complete the text analysis assignment that follows. 
 
The following is a summary of Aristotle’s basic ideas regarding the tragic hero. Agree or disagree with each criterion 
regarding Willie Loman as a tragic hero in Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller. Use specific evidence with a brief 
analysis for each measure. Answers should be typed and submitted to Turnitin.com by the 3rd day of the semester at 
11:59 pm. You should bring the book with you to class for the first week of school. 
 
1.  The tragic hero is noble or great.   
 
2.  Possesses a hamartia: a tragic flaw. 
 
3.  Presence of peripeteia: a reversal of fortune for the tragic hero. It is a one-way transformation only: from good to 
bad. 
 
4.  The tragic hero encounters anagnorisis: an awareness of his actions which results in a gain of self-knowledge. 
 
5.  The perceptive audience experiences catharsis: feelings of pity and fear for the tragic hero are purged through 
the conclusion of the play.  
 
 
 


