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Hillgrove High School English Department 
Honors 9th Literature Pre-Course Reading 2020-2021 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This reading 
requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester curriculum, 
specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course reading rather 
than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of their chosen text the FIRST 
week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these texts at the start 
of the class.  
 

Reading Assignments 
Before the start of the semester, choose ONE text from the list below to read and complete the assignments for this 
year’s Honors 9th Literature course you are taking in the 2020-2021 school year. Additional assignments and/or 
guidance for your reading are provided on the following pages.  
 

Titles are listed in alphabetical order 

1. All American Boys by Jason Reynolds, Brendan 

Kiely 

2. Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 

3. I’m Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by 

Erika Sánchez 

4. In the Neighborhood of True by Suzanne 

Carlton 

5. It's Trevor Noah: Born a Crime: Stories from a 

South African Childhood (Adapted for Young 

Readers) by Trevor Noah 

6. Refugee by Alan Gratz 

7. They Called Us Enemy by George Takei 

8. This Time Will Be Different by Misa Suguira 

9. Watch Us Rise by Renee Watson, Ellen Hagan 

 

 
There are TWO parts to complete before we return to class. As you read you will take reading notes and complete a 6-Word 
Summary Journal.  
 
Part I: Reading Annotations 
Your annotations should be taken throughout the entire book. They should cover each chapter or section of your book; they’re 
thoughts and questions that will be used for in-class book discussions. These questions need to be open-ended (no yes/no 
answers). Record the page number that inspires the question.  
*Notes may be written in your book, on sticky notes in your book, on a separate sheet of paper, typed—whichever method best 
works for you and that will allow you to easily access them when needed. (We have also included a notes sheet that you may 
use—but it’s not required). 
 
 Things to consider while annotating: 

• Quotes that resonate with you and why 

• I really like/ dislike this part because… 

• I wonder why....?  

• The diction (word choice)/ imagery creates a tone of …  

• I predict that…  

• This reminds me of the time when I ... 

• In this situation, my response would be… 

• This is similar to another text or another character…  
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Part II: Six-Word Summaries 
Your Six-Word Summary Journal should cover each chapter/section of your book. It should summarize the section/chapter in 
EXACTLY 6 words (no more and no less). Be PURPOSEFUL with your choice of diction. Choose words carefully so that they 
have maximum impact. Single words, phrases, complete sentences all work. (A form to record your summaries is included). 

Your Name (First and Last) 

Title of Book 

Author 

Reading Notes 

 (this should cover the entire book, so you may need to add additional rows) 

Chapter Notes (including page numbers) 
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6- Word Summary Journal 
(There needs to be a 6-Word (no more and no less) Summary for each chapter/section of your book. Be 

PURPOSEFUL with your choice of diction. Choose words carefully so that they have maximum impact. Single 

words, phrases, complete sentences all work. You may need to add more rows for your book 
 

Chapter 6-Word Summary 
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Hillgrove High School English Department 
Honors World Literature (10th grade) Pre-Course Reading 2020-2021 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This reading 
requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester curriculum, 
specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course reading rather 
than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of their chosen text the FIRST 
week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these texts at the start 
of the class.  
 
Book Groups/Clubs 
Before the start of the semester, choose ONE text from the list below to read and complete the assignments for this year’s 
Honors World Literature course you are taking in the 2020-2021 school year.  
 

1. Challenger Deep (Neal Shusterman) 
2. The Impossible Knife of Memory (Laurie Halse Anderson) 
3. The Book of Unknown Americans (Cristina Henriquez) 
4. Patron Saints of Nothing (Randy Ribay) 
5. Opposite of Always (Justin A. Reynolds) 
6. American Street (Ibi Zoboi) 

 
Theme Exploration: 

1. Identify THREE thematic concepts/topics for the book. These are the one-word big concepts explored in the book.  
2. Then, choose TWO of those topics to develop into themes. (Remember to go from topic to theme, answer the 

question: What is the author’s message about the topic?) 
3. For each of the themes, find TWO textual examples (passages). This will be a total of 4 passages. 
4. For each passage you select, explain how it relates to your chosen theme.  

 
Example from another book (The Color of Water) 
Topic: past vs. present 
Theme: Facing their past often leads people to understanding who they are in the present. 

 
Page Number Text Evidence/Passage Analysis (How does this passage relate to 

the theme?) 

p. 270 “I felt like a Tinkertoy kid building my own 
self out of one of those toy building sets; 
for as she laid her life before me, I 
reassembled the tableau of her words like a 
picture puzzle, and as I did, so my own life 
was rebuilt.” 

Toward the end of the book, McBride 
begins to recognize that exploring his 
mother’s life connects him to his own. He 
compares this exploration of his mother’s 
life and understanding his own to building a 
toy from pieces. This assembly of his 
mother’s experiences and life through her 
words led him to a new understanding of 
his own life.  

 
Journaling: Writing in our Writer’s Notebooks each day is an integral part of our class. We encourage you to journal at least 3 
times a week for 8 weeks in your own journal this summer. The topics are completely up to you. Chronicle your lives and 
activities of the summer. Write your thoughts about the book(s) you are reading. Write creatively. Read/Watch the news and 
journal your thoughts. Read poetry and respond. The choices are limitless. Be prepared to bring your journal to class, but know 
that we will not read an entry unless you allow us to. We will use your journal writing as springboards for a variety of writing 
assignments in the class. 

As you approach the second year of your high school experience, think about what is right and ethical. Therefore, keep 
up with your work rather than trying to recreate it in a hurried manner at the end of the summer. Will we know if you wait and 
then write all at one time? Maybe we will, and maybe we will not. You, however, will know, and that it what is most important.  
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Hillgrove High School English Department 
AP Language (11th grade) Pre-Course Reading 2020-2021 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This reading 
requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester curriculum, 
specifically the first unit of study.  

On the first day of school, most students expect their teacher to tell them what they will be learning for the year. 
According to College Board, the AP Language and Composition course centers around three skills: [the] development and 
revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions 
writers make as they compose and revise. What does that mean?  

Well, for starters it means that we will teach you why you should ignore that really persuasive video on You tube. We 
will also teach you why it was so persuasive in the first place. We will help you realize why, despite the logical and rhetorical 
fallacies, that political ad by the other side seems to fool so many people.  We will help you understand why that author or 
speaker you so admire, seemed to know exactly the right word or phrase to inspire YOU to act.  

We will, hopefully, teach you how to use this knowledge, to make good arguments, and recognize bad ones.  

 In order to begin this process, our summer reading assignment will be a sort of good global citizen boot camp. You will 
complete a current events project that will require you to read and respond to ONE news article per week for 8 weeks. You will 
summarize the news, share your own views on the news, and do an analysis of the article you’ve read in a weekly assignment. 
This is designed to help you think about what is going on in the world today, and how to help you listen to and respond to 
ideas or arguments that challenge your own world view.  

Current Events Journal 

Before you begin reading and crafting your responses, read the following articles about bias and argument. (Linked articles) 

• How to Spot Media Bias 

• What Can We Do About Our Bias? 

• 8 Ways To Practice the Art of Productive Disagreement 

After reading through the information above, you will keep a current events journal. You will need 8 total entries. For each 
entry, read 1 article and write a brief reflection.  

The Article 
Read a news article. The article should meet one of the following three criteria:  

A) It should be an opinion piece. 
B) Its author should demonstrate a clear bias for or against the topic 
C) The article deals with an issue or culture that you are unfamiliar with.  

The news article you read must be current.  Current here means no more than 2 weeks old.  

Written Requirement  

Each entry in your journal should include the following: 

● Header: Title of Article, Author, Date, Source 

● Summary (50-word minimum): Write a brief summary of the article. Try to understand the entirety of the article and 
provide a synopsis in your own words. Avoid using the same phrasing and same presentation of facts.  Use indirect 
quotes as needed. 

● Analysis: Provide an analysis of the authorial choices: writing style, voice, headline, order/structure, word choices and 
their connotations. Be specific and focused; you don’t need to analyze everything.  Just choose one thing to closely 
analyze and discuss how it shows the bias of the author.  

https://www.allsides.com/media-bias/how-to-spot-types-of-media-bias
https://medium.com/better-humans/what-can-we-do-about-our-bias-73c16eeb7dca
https://medium.com/thinking-is-hard/8-ways-to-practice-the-art-of-productive-disagreement-a69e9cc76e44
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● Personal Response (100-word minimum): What is your own personal takeaway from the news article? What new 
insights did you glean from reading the article? How did this article reveal something to you about your bias? What is 
your position on the topic?  

At the beginning of the semester, you will turn your journal in. You will submit the journal with your written reflection for a 
major grade.  You may turn in a hard copy or a digital copy.  

 Checklist  

 Each of the 8 articles that you read must come from a different source. You must also choose articles in different subject 
areas. Use the checklist below to make sure that you are covering each of the requirements. You can fulfill these requirements 
in any order, but you must make sure that you check off 8 boxes by the end of the 10-week cycle.  

 Date  LIST OF SUBJECTS  Date  LIST OF SOURCES  

  Sports       

  Environment       

  Fashion      

  Science/Technology      

  Business      

  Literature/Language      

  Performing Arts      

  Human Interest      

  Politics/Government (International)      

  Politics/Government (National)      

  
List of Recommended News Sources  

● The New York Times, Washington Post, Boston Globe, Chicago Tribune, LA Times, The Atlantic,  

● The New Yorker, Vanity Fair, Vogue, Rolling Stone, The Economist, Christian Science Monitor, Time Magazine, The Wall 
Street Journal, National Geographic, Science, Teen Vogue, AJC, MDJ, or any other major metropolitan newspaper or 
nationally known magazine.   

Other sources are acceptable, but they should be a reputable source.  Avoid clickbait articles.  

This link takes you to the media bias pyramid: Media Bias Chart You may use any source listed except those in the red 
rectangle at the base. 

Reflection (250 words minimum)  

Write a meaningful reflection in which you examine what you learned from reading the news. In your reflection you may 
consider the following questions:  

● What did you learn about the world or society or the current state of affairs from reading the news?  

● What did you learn about the importance or relevance of journalism in the world?  

● Is it difficult to discern truth from fact?  

● Are there matters of great importance that need more attention?  

● Is there something you gained a deeper understanding of?  

● Is there something you’d like to know more about?  
In your reflection, you must reference/cite a minimum of 3 articles in your portfolio to support your claims.  

*Adapted from Aaron Gillego 

 

https://www.adfontesmedia.com/the-chart-version-3-0-what-exactly-are-we-reading/?v=402f03a963ba
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Hillgrove High School English Department 
AP Literature (12th) Pre-Course Reading 2020-2021 

 
To help establish the necessary foundations and facilitate initial classroom instruction for both honors and AP level classes, 
each student is required to complete a pre-course assignment prior to the start of their English class next year. This reading 
requirement is different than traditional summer reading in that the text(s) will be an integral part of the semester curriculum, 
specifically the first unit of study. There will be multiple graded assignments based on the assigned pre-course reading rather 
than one stand-alone assessment of your reading. It is imperative that students have a copy of their chosen text the FIRST 
week of the semester. Teachers will provide more information regarding curriculum implementation of these texts at the start 
of the class.  
 
A major part of AP Literature focuses on your ability to write – write often and write effectively. One way to practice the craft 
of writing is to do it regularly. Regular, sustained, writing builds stamina. After a unique end to our school year, spending some 
time reacquainting ourselves with writing seems like a good idea! This year’s assignment will have you writing regularly in a 
journal.  

Having a broad range of experiences upon which one can draw is important to understanding the resonance of many 
of the works we read. In preparation, we would like for you to broaden your experiences this summer. Your summer 
assignment is to keep a journal. The following items should be in your journal when you turn it in one week after the first day 
of school.  

Entries for at least three days per week beginning with the week June 1, 2020 (8 weeks, 24 entries). Write about the 
experiences you have, personal responses to poetry, personal reading (which you should be doing!), your thoughts on current 
events, your thoughts on important philosophical ideas, etc. 

 
**Of your 24 minimum entries, 5 should be experience reflections (see the list below for suggestions) and 5 should be 
responses to poems (see suggestions of places to look) 
 
Why keep a journal? “Writing is born out of experience. A large part of this class is about helping you find your writing voice. 
Finding your voice takes time. Writing throughout the summer will give you time to begin to figure out your voice. Be yourself 
when you write. Don’t try to be too serious or academic. Be funny. Be sarcastic. Be vulnerable. Be real.”  
What is a journal? You will get out of this experience what you put into it. Consider buying something bound to keep your 
journal in. We find writing my thoughts with pen to paper is often more therapeutic than typing. A cheap spiral says, “what I 
write isn’t valuable” – don’t spend a ridiculous amount of money, but this should show you value your writing and your 
thoughts. 
Will we read your journal? We will, of course, want to read a page or so about each of your “required” summer activities, 
poetry responses, etc., and we can read them from your journal. You are also free to photocopy or transcribe these and leave 
the rest for your eyes only.  
 
Remember, writing more in your journal will benefit YOU. There will be a reward later for being diligent in your journaling 
efforts. Writing improves your skill at writing. Remember to write at least three days per week for 8 weeks. Waiting until the 
end of the summer and then trying to go back and “recapture” the days you missed may fill up the pages and give you a certain 
number of entries. It does not fulfill the intent of the assignment; nor does it provide you with the kind of writing practice that 
will be beneficial to you during the school year. Additionally, academic integrity is important. As you approach the end of your 
high school experience, think about what is right and ethical. Therefore, keep up with your work rather than trying to recreate 
it in a hurried manner at the end of the summer. Will we know if you wait and then write all at one time? Maybe we will, and 
maybe we will not. You, however, will know, and that it what is most important. 
 
Suggestions for Experience Reflections 
During the summer, you must choose at least five of the following activities to complete. Document your experience in your 
journal by writing a reflection of not less than one page for each activity. You may include pictures or drawings if you choose. 
Remember that your parent(s) should give permission for any experience you undertake! 
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 Each journal entry about the five activities you select should include an item number and the date you completed the 
activity. Please note that due to some quarantine and/or social distancing expectations, some of these places may not be 
open.  

• Spend a day, 24 straight hours, without electronics (no cell phones, ipods, TVs, etc). We would love for everyone to try 
this. You can survive without electronics. 

• Explore an area in Cobb County. Eat at the Marietta Square Market. Walk a trail like the Cheatham Hill Kolb Farm Loop, 
West Palisades Trail, or any other walking trail. (Always walk/explore with a friend!)   Explore the Smith Gilbert 
Gardens  or Green Meadows Preserve. If you always go walking/running at Kennesaw Mountain, don’t go there! 

• Do some gardening. Look up some information about how to prepare soil, best plants for our zones, etc. Plant 
something and tend to it. Walter Reeves is an amazing source for Georgia gardening.  

• Hike at least 5 miles in a national or state park such as Sweetwater Creek, Providence Canyon, Amicalola Falls, or 
the Appalachian Trail in Georgia.  

• Visit a National Historical Park (in Georgia)  like the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center  or Ocmulgee Mounds or Camp 
Sumter Military Prison site.  

• Talk with a grandparent or older adult (40 + years older) about life in their younger years. Count this as two entries if 
you record it on StoryCorps. 

• Go tent camping at least 10 miles from home (or anyone’s home). If not 10 miles away, set up where you can... 
o look at stars and/or constellations and watch how they move over a few hours 
o Use a telescope to look at the moon and recognize what you see. Read this first. 
o Use a telescope to look at planets and recognize what you see. Read this first.  To figure out when and where 

to locate planets, read this.  
o Check out some local birds. Here are some places to go and what to see. 
o Start a fire without matches or a lighter. Most methods require some preplanning.  

▪ Article 1 
▪ Article 2   

• Work on a farm (at least a couple of hours).  
o McKenna Farms Hippotherapy farm on Due West road  
o Doghead Farm Located in Southwest Atlanta 

• Go to a museum or a historic attraction. Try the High Museum, Carter Presidential Library, or the Stone Mountain Laser 
Show if you’ve never been.  

• Eat a meal from a culture foreign to you.  This should be authentic – not just going to a restaurant where you typically 
eat. Think traditional cuisine – not Americanized versions.   

o Habits from a few cultures around the world 
o Think “hole in the wall” spots your parents, friends, or friends’ families know about 

• Work a shelter or a food pantry preparing or delivering food for the elderly or disadvantaged. 
o  MUST ministries (MUST is the group working with CCSD) 

• Encourage people living in a nursing home. Make posters, write notes of encouragement, create artistic postcards, etc. 
Identify a place who will take them.  

• Go fishing or horseback riding. (Nature = Thoreau) 
o  Make a map of a particular fishing spot: depth of water, landmarks, what types of fish you catch, what type of 

bait you use, times of day, times of year, etc. Make a visual representation that would help others fish the 
same area. 

o Map out a trail to take a horse on. What type of gaits do you use? When? Why? What are some pointers you’d 
give to a novice horse rider on this trail? 

• Prepare a meal for your family and then enjoy it with them. 

• Pick berries and make a cobbler or pie. 

• Attend a service of a different religion or interview a person of a different religion. 

• Repair or build something or do some kind of maintenance around the house or on a car.  
o Things all teens should know about auto care. 
o Things you can do for the house...yes you can! 

• Plan a road trip – map out the route, find places to stay, and located points of interest to visit. Consider the drive to a 
college you want to go to. What are some places to stop along the way? How about the town in which your college is 
located? What is some of the local history? What are some local legends?  

https://mariettasquaremarket.com/
https://www.atlantatrails.com/hiking-trails/cheatham-hill-kolb-farm-loop-trail/
https://www.atlantatrails.com/atlanta-hiking-trails/west-palisades-trails-chattahoochee-river-at-akers-drive/
https://smithgilbertgardens.com/
https://smithgilbertgardens.com/
https://greenmeadowspreserve.org/
https://www.walterreeves.com/landscaping/secrets-for-beginner-gardeners/
http://gastateparks.org/SweetwaterCreek
http://gastateparks.org/ProvidenceCanyon
http://gastateparks.org/AmicalolaFalls
http://www.atlantatrails.com/georgia-appalachian-trail/
https://www.nps.gov/malu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ocmu/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ande/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ande/index.htm
https://storycorps.org/
https://www.space.com/31048-how-to-observe-the-moon-telescope-binoculars.html
http://www.deepskywatch.com/Articles/what-can-i-see-through-telescope.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/night/usa/atlanta
https://www.discovergeorgiaoutdoors.com/do-it/birding-wildlife/
https://www.eurekacamping.com/blog/article/6-ways-start-fire-without-matches-or-lighter
https://www.greenbelly.co/pages/how-to-start-a-fire-without-matches
https://www.mckennafarms.org/volunteer
https://www.concrete-jungle.org/programs/doghead-farm/
http://www.high.org/
http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/
https://www.stonemountainpark.com/activities/shows-entertainment/lasershow
https://www.stonemountainpark.com/activities/shows-entertainment/lasershow
https://www.kuali.com/kitchen-inspirations/7-interesting-eating-habits-from-different-cultures/
https://www.mustministries.org/be-help
https://www.inmotionautocare.com/blog/10-things-every-teen-should-know-about-auto-care
http://www.startsateight.com/basic-household-repairs/
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• Spend an evening playing board games or cards with your family and friends. 

• Visit a cemetery and read the headstones. Consider the history of the family, community, state, and nation embodied 
in these headstones. Reflect on your experiences. Creepy but fun. 

o High Shoals Falls and Cemetery in Dallas, GA. Read about it. 
o Marietta National Cemetery 
o Oakland Cemetery in Atlanta – Atlanta’s oldest park and a place where some of the city’s most noted citizens 

are buried 

• Visit a quiet spot on a beach, by a stream, or by a lake. Spend an hour in thought and record your thoughts in a journal 
or notebook. 

• Build a birdhouse or bat house  
 
Suggestions for Sources for Poems 
Find FIVE poems that you find particularly enjoyable and/or meaningful and write about them in your journal. 

•  Poetry 180    

• The New Yorker (careful, you only get to access this page 4 times before having to subscribe; it’s a collection of poems 
of 2019)  

• Resource of living published contemporary poets 

• Any published anthology of poetry 
*assignment from Susan Barber (AP Lit teacher and College Board AP Lit reader); some experience suggestions added and 
adapted 
 
 
 
 

 

https://365atlantatraveler.com/high-shoals-falls-dallas-ga/
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/marietta.asp
https://oaklandcemetery.com/
http://www.birdsandblooms.com/birding/birding-basics/attracting-nesting-birds-better-birdhouses/
https://www.nwf.org/garden-for-wildlife/cover/build-a-bat-house
https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-list.html
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/2019-in-review/our-year-in-poems
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSnUY2_seW5JHR0zyhWn7Uy8R7Czgd3-TGwcFR9V0CQxsr__RNwsQAZ3b1gEXGXOZfrr378LgaoWXMG/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g80dc2cdd42_0_0

