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The pandemic has made life hard on everyone, but stu-
dents involved in activities have seen a very big change.  
Many sports and activities have to follow guidelines that 
make it difficult to continue in a normal fashion.  Many of 
the toughest restrictions have been placed on activities 
within the music department.

Students involved in the school’s concert band, march-
ing band, choir, and drama department have seen some 
nerve-wracking changes being made to the music depart-
ment. When asked about the changes, Miss Kasun, the 
senior high band director, said, “Our activities are very 
aerosol, which means we have to be creative with how we 
go about safety precautions.” Some of these changes to 
concert band have been the addition of a cloth on the end 
of instruments which require air to be blown through them 
and holes being cut into disposable masks so that students 
can play their instrument through them. They also must 
be spaced out as far as possible. Choir is now held in the 
auditorium where students sit 1-2 to a row.   Students are 
required to wear masks while singing.   “It’s hard to sing so 
far apart.  It often feels like you are singing solo instead of 
in a big group.  I understand that it is to keep us safe, and 
I’m thankful that Ms. Lingenfelter cares about our safety, 
but that doesn’t make it any less difficult,”  said Bella Stro-
scio, a senior in the choir. All marching band competitions 
for the 2020-21 school year have been cancelled, meaning 
seniors in band will never participate in another high school 
band competition.  All PMEA district choir and band events 
no longer have the ability to hold an in-person event.  
Depending on the hosting school, they may hold a virtual 
district event instead. Luckily, all of the district events in our 
area have decided to go that route. 

There is still hope for the musical, although no one is en-
tirely certain what it will look like. 
Korina Pebley, a senior and the commanding officer of the 
marching band, has also been having trouble with these 
regulations.  “It’s difficult whenever you are making music 
as a group, but you have to stay six feet away from each 
other.  It makes you feel sort of alone.” She explained, “It’s 
going to be rough for us, but at the end of the day I know 
we can pull through.”  
Although things are tough, the students and teachers 
remain optimistic.  Miss Kasun had these inspiring words 
in regards to the Conemaugh Township Music Department, 
“Innovation, creativity, and discipline in our blood.  Regard-
less of what is going on there is always a place for music.  
In this time of chaos we find it part of our mission to spread 
the joy of music.”

Music Department Changes
By Gillian Berloffe

A group of girls dance in last year’s musical, Guys and 
Dolls.
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Quarantine
By Hannah Hartnett

The 2020-2021 school year brought so much uncertainty due to 
the events regarding the global pandemic that cut last school year 
short.  Many parents, students, and staff had many questions upon 
arriving back to school. “Will the entire school year be held virtual-
ly?” “Do masks have to be worn all day long?” etc.
 
Unfortunately, my senior year has had a slight hiccup as I had to be 
quarantined due to coming in contact with an individual who tested 
positive for coronavirus.  My first question of course was in regards 
to how soon I could return to school.  The person with whom I had 
come in contact with would return back two weeks earlier than 
me even though I had tested hegative.  Because of this, I soon 
learned that I would miss out on some of my last volleyball games 
and even my senior night.  Next, I had to tackle how I would be 
handling my classes via zoom and cyber methods.  I found that 
zoom calls were not entirely bad, but I did struggle with getting 
my work to submit properly.  I had more flexibility from my home 
except getting a quick response to questions was often difficult due 
to my teachers being busy in school.  This sometimes halted me 
from doing work for several hours until I had answers.
 
I found the entire process of schooling from home very frustrat-
ing, and I missed interacting with my friends and teachers. I have 
missed many things that I have looked foward to my entire high 
school career and will continue to miss out on until I return.  It is so 
important that with the return of school students act responsibly 
concerning the interactions they are in.  Limit groups of people 
when socializing, sanitize, and keep your distance! It is very import-
ant to think about the seniors’ school year and be considerate of 
the social gatherings you join in.  This is our last year!

Racism
By Cameron Stumpf

I am just going to write about racism. It is wrong.

What makes people different from you?  If your answer is skin col-
or, I will stop you right there. People of different skin colors still have 
blood coursing through their veins, don’t they? They still have fam-
ilies that they work their best to feed every day any way possible, 
don’t they? They still watch the same television programs as you, 
listen to the same radio stations, and watch the same movies.  So, 
I ask again, what makes people different from you? The answer is 
nothing. We are all humans. So why do these injustices keep hap-
pening in our great country that we call “free”? Why do black keep 
getting killed not only by law enforcement but by everyday citizens? 
It is disgusting. Imagine fearing for your life as you leave your 
house for a quick jog. The unnecessary hatred towards people of 
color needs to be stopped. It exists everywhere in America, even in 
Davidsville, PA. 

The answer to ending racism is not defunding the police. It isn’t 
eliminating the police all together. The solution starts in every 
household in Conemaugh Township. Just end the hatred. Do not 
think of people as different from you. We are all the same. People 
often refer to the black community as “thugs” or “criminals”. How 
can you refer to a group as criminals when America has doomed 
them to this fate? Black people are placed in low income commu-
nities, that offer no opportunity to get out. They are declined of job 
opportunities that a white man would more easily get. So, they are 
faced with a tough decision, let their kids go hungry for the night, or 
obtain cash any way possible even if it is illegal. What choice would 
you make if your 4-year-old daughter hasn’t eaten in two days? It 
is a decision no one should have to make. And it goes both ways. 
There are Hispanic Americans and Asian Americans in the same 
situation. How can we blame a group when America has failed 
them? We all need to stop pointing fingers at blacks. Stop pointing 
fingers at the cops. Stop pointing fingers at each other. And just 
work together for change. 

It’s not rocket science or nuclear physics. Love your fellow humans. 
Understand people make mistakes. Conemaugh Township is a 
tight knit community. It is hard to drive down Main Street and not 
see someone you know. So why can’t you treat everyone as if they 
live in Conemaugh Township? Do not be quick to stereotype or 
judge. Just love,  and you will start to see some change. 

There is no question as to what has been front and center on all 
our news programs recently. First, when you switch on the televi-
sion you will see some type of update on the COVID-19 pandemic, 
followed by some type of piece on the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. There is a historic race war going on in our country, and 
even though our region hasn’t seen much of it, personally, it is still 
a big issue to me. I am not going to write about how I support the 
BLM movement and why you should. 
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Chloe Bidelman signs her name in the National 
Honors Society book, as she joins the academic 

association.

Candids of seniors Madison Showalter and Tyler 
Poznanski as they play their beloved fall sport.

Sam Worst performs his solo during the marching 
band’s show “Marching down Bourbon Street.”
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With the school season finally starting back up again, 
mental health is a very important factor to consider. After 
getting out of school for COVID-19, mental health for 
teenagers has been dwindling.  There has been limited 
social interaction between individuals through the entire 
quarantine experience. There is also a lot of added stress 
with concerns relating to the virus, starting the spread 
again, and schools closing for the second time. 

Grace Thomas, a senior this year, said, “My mental health 
is better now that we are back in school.” There are a lot 
of students that agree with the fact that their mental health 
is better now than it was before. Attending school again 
adds a factor of normalcy in students’ lives. Extra-curric-
ular activities, such as sports and clubs, allow students 
to get involved again and socialize with peers, something 
they have been missing for the past six months.  

To help improve your mental health, get yourself involved 
in as many activities as you can.  You never know what the 
future holds, so cherish every opportunity you get to have 
fun and socialize.  Self-care is another great way to take 
care of yourself physically and mentally.  Jumping into 
“normal” life again after a long break can be overwhelm-
ing.  You can relieve some of the stress with a facial, bath, 
or a movie night.  You can also take a walk, eat your fa-
vorite snack, or spend time with your family.  Everyone is 
different!  Make sure that you find time for you and keep 
your mental heath at a healthy level.  There is nothing 
more important than making sure you are doing well, both 
mentally and physically.  

As many came into the year 2020, there were many surprises 
along the way that were not expected.  Everyone knows of 
the virus and the instantaneous lack of toliet paper, but this 
article is looking beyond that, post-quarantine era some may 
say.  When fashion experts anticipated the new upcoming 
year, it probably was not foreseen that the hottest new fash-
ion statement would be the face mask. 

With this new accessory, one has to take many factors into 
account, such as some of the positives.  The first benefit of 
wearing a facemask is the savings one will make on makeup 
products this year.  One now has the option to cake only the 
top half of the face, while still appearing to put the maximum 
effort into looks.  The face mask also serves as a solution to 
that pesky double chin. As far as anyone knows, everyone is 
sporting the jawline of Brad Pitt.  A third benefit is the fact 
that one can now hit people with  the “smieyes” and no one 
would know the difference.  

Although it was an unexpected element to the year, face-
masks have really skyrocketed.  While the health benefits 
are the real motive, there are some other benefits that may 
encourage the use even more than the intended purpose.  
Some even say that the wearing of face masks will continue 
even post vaccines by those who simply want to continue to 
exploit the bonuses.  No one knows what the future holds, but 
possibly, in a few years, people will be seeing kids wearing 
facemasks to school for throwback Thursday to commemo-
rate this trendsetting fashion of 2020. 

2020’s Biggest Fashion Trend
By Brynlyn Berkey

Good Mental Health
By Megan Walerysiak

The senior class held a senior breakfast on Sep-
tember 1st to celebrate the start of the school year.

Morgan Showalter wears a mask while getting her 
food at the senior breakfast. 
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Everyday life has looked very different for everybody 
since the outbreak of COVID-19, especially for those 
involved with education.  Students and teachers at 
Conemaugh Township are now required to wear masks 
and stay 6 feet away from each other.  Regardless of how 
each person feels, these are the current guidelines the 
school has in place along with the cleaning and disinfect-
ing of surfaces between classes. 

This change has caused many students to feel stressed 
and unsure about returning to school, but many still 
choose to remain optimistic.  Hannah Brehm, a senior, 
said, “I’m glad that we are back in school.” She then 
went on to explain that she is fine with wearing masks, 
but that students need longer breaks.  “It causes people 
to not focus because of how hot and sweaty the masks 
get.”  Hannah also felt that spectators should be allowed 
at sporting events and said that she hopes the school still 
holds dances such as the Christmas dance and prom.  
“Seniors this year are already missing out on so much!”  
Ethan Phillippi, a sophomore, felt that the school was 
doing enough to keep the students safe, but voiced his 
concerns for the future. He said, “If things begin to go 
south again, I hope we switch to online schooling.  It will 
not be easy, but it is better than putting students in harm’s 
way.”  A senior on the soccer team, Madalyn Malicki, dis-
cussed how the changes in her soccer season. “Soccer is 
fairly normal, but we have to wear masks on the sidelines.  
We also can not play all of the schools we normally do.”  
Sophia Stango, a freshman, and Madalyn also take part 
in the school’s music department.  They both stated that 
they were nervous about whether we would be able to 
have a normal musical because the outbreak really af-
fects the music department’s way of functioning.  Sophia 
also talked about her worries for the school year.  “I think 
they are going to pull us out of school eventually, but it 
might go well.”  

Learning Amidst Covid
By Gillian Berloffe

Stephen Poznanski graduated from Conemaugh 
Township Area Middle School/High School in 1991. 

Following graduation, Steve attended The Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh at Johnstown where he majored 
in computer science. He then married Gina Marisa 
and moved to Virginia for five years but decided 
that Conemaugh Township was his home. He cur-
rently works at JLG as a Systems Analyst. 

When asked about his favorite teacher in high 
school, Mr. Dave Michaels was at the top of his 
list. Mr. Michaels was not only a teacher but also 
the Varsity Baseball Coach. They grew very close 
over his high school career and Steve appreciates 
everything Mr. Michaels did for him.

“He made learning fun, he cared about his stu-
dents, and he was just a great teacher,” Steve 
stated.   

Steve had many fond memories while attending 
Conemaugh Township, but playing sports was one 
of his best. His fondest memory was making it to 
The Final Four in the state in both basketball and 
baseball during his senior year. 

“Sports were a great time while attending 
Conemaugh Township; I have memories that will 
last a lifetime.” 

Steve currently resides in Johnstown with his wife 
and 3 children, Jordan, Tyler, and Mya.

Hannah, Ethan, Madalyn, 
and Sophia all agreed that 
their best shot at having a 
full school year would be 
if all of the students and 
staff followed the rules and 
guidelines laid out for us.

Austin Ricotta stands 
next to his locker with 

his mask on.

Alumni of the Month...

Stephen Poznanski with his wife and three kids at 
the beach.
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Caron Huber

Recently, the PIAA has been headlining all news and radio 
stations about whether or not the season will happen. Stu-
dent-athletes, teachers, parents, family members, are all 
wondering what the fate of fall sports will bring. 

The Conemaugh Township Area School District has been 
recently protesting. The Indians’ Football, Boys and Girls 
Soccer, and Volleyball Teams all met at St. Davids Church 
to show how much this upcoming season means to them. 
Parents of those kids were also attending, supporting their 
kids’ seasons and how it could be lasts for the senior ath-
letes. 

The peaceful protests from the Indians certainly sparked 
some interest, getting themselves on the news and spread-
ing their beliefs on what this season means to them. Senior 
athlete, Connor Osborne stated, “This is the seniors last 
season and we are not going without a fight. No one is tak-
ing this season away from us.” The Conemaugh Township 
Indians are anxious to get their seasons underway and are 
ready to show what the red and black are made of.

In the March of 2020, every school got unfortunate news 
from Tom Wolf about the cancellation of all schools and 
sports for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. This 
also announced that sports would also be postponed for 
the majority of the summer including: Football, Volleyball, 
Boys and Girls Soccer, Cheer, and Golf. 

In July, schools were able to get after their fall sports 
practices to get ready for the upcoming seasons. Everyone 
practiced and followed the restrictions that Governor Tom 
Wolf told each school. These restrictions included that no 
spectators were allowed at any practices or scrimmages. 
Everyone has been fighting this restriction since he said no 
fans. Tommy Shaffer said, “Not having fans isn’t the same. 
The fans are what pump us up. Were kids, you can’t take 
the fans away, they’re what make us better.” The people of 
Pennsylvania now are trying to make a bill that would allow 
every school district to decide on their fans for the upcom-
ing games. 

On September 12th, the Lady Indians traveled to North Star to 
start off their season. Meghan Leasure started off with the first 
goal of the season in the first half.  Later in the second half, Mya 
Poznanski scored two goals. Goalkeeper Chloe Shaulis made 
11 saves to secure the shutout. The Lady Indians started their 
season off with a 3-0 win. 

“We started our season off great. We all worked together and 
took our time to make things happen. Our goal this season is 
to have a winning record and we are off to a great start,” Junior 
Meghan Leasure said. 

On September 12th, the boy’s varsity team traveled to North Star 
for their first game of the season. Connor Szapka opened up 
the scoring for the Indians. Both Austin Elliot and Albert Smolen 
added a goal. Dominic Patton made 7 saves but it wasn’t enough 
to stop the Cougars. The final score was Cougars 4, Indians 3. 

“Even though it was a hard loss we still played together. It wasn’t 
the outcome we wanted but next time we play the Cougars we 
know what to expect,” said senior captian Connor Szapka. 

Carson Huber is the son of Eric and 
Misty Huber of Jerome, PA. He has 
played high school sports for 4 years, 
lettering in football twice. He won 2 
District 5 Championships as a member 
of the baseball team. Carson is a 
member of the National Honors Soci-
ety, Rotary Interact Club, SON Club, 
and the grill team.
  
When asked about school, Carson 
said, “My favorite subject in school is 
statistics, which is taught by my favor-
ite teacher, Mr. Byer. Carson also add-
ed, “He is a cool dude.” He says his 
biggest role models are Kanye West, 
Von Miller, and Elon Musk. In Carson’s 
free time, he enjoys listening to music, 
following and watching his favorite 
professional sport’s teams, and playing 
with his dogs, Teddy and Max. 

The bill went to the House of Representatives where it was 
passed by a majority of 151-49.  Now it will go to the sen-
ate to be voted on. If it passes through the Senate, it will go 
to Governor Tom Wolf. Once it goes to Wolf, he can either 
do 3 things with it: pass it, veto it, or let it sit 10 days until it 
would be made into law. 

PIAA Sports Protests
By Tyler Poznanski

PIAA Sports Spectators
By Connor Osborne

Boys and Girls Varsity Soccer
By Chloe Shaulis

After he graduates, Carson has plans to join the Military. He would 
like to serve in the Air Force. When asked about this, Carson stated, 

“I’m looking forward to serving my country.”
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Madison Showalter

The Conemaugh Township Indians Football Team 
has been waiting patiently for their season to arrive. 
Saturday, September 12, the Indians opened up their 
season with rival school, the Windber Ramblers. This 
was a much anticipated game, and it did not disap-
point. 

The Indians travelled to Windber for the first game of 
the season. The Indians battled hard from start to fin-
ish, but could not stop the powerful Windber running 
game, losing with a score of 50-7. Seth Rosey led the 
squad with 83 rushing yards and 8 tackles, with Cam 
Stumpf adding 7 tackles on defense. Coach Tony 
Penna Jr. stated, “We battled hard, but in the end, 
Windber just outpowered us and we gave it our all.” 
The Indians are excited to finally get their season un-
derway and are ready to show what the red and black 
brings to the field every Friday night.

The team then hosted the Berlin Mountaineers on 
September 18th. They fell short with a score of 0-49. 
The next football game will against Shade on October 
2nd at CT Memorial Stadium.

As we get closer to the start of the fall sports season, our 
Lady Indians for volleyball had three games over the span 
of one week. CT would play home against Southern Fulton, 
but away at Windber and North Star. Our volleyball team 
starters consist of 4 seniors: Madison Showalter, Morgan 
Showalter, Maciah Holsopple, and Kadiya Lingenfelter; 
juniors: Riley Maldet, Chloe Bidelman, and Leonela Nich-
ols; sophomore: Hannah Sodano, and Hannah Swank; and 
freshman: Kendra Huber. Junior Riley Maldet commented, 
“ I think our team works very well together, and I believe we 
will do great this season.”
 
The Conemaugh Township volleyball team went 1-0 at 
home beating Southern Fulton in a shutout 3 sets to none. 
Both teams had their ups and downs, but the Indians were 
able to tough it out and win all matches. Townships spikes 
and blocking games were too much for Southern Fulton to 
handle.

In the two away games that CT traveled to, they went 2-0 
beating out Windber and always a tough one, North Star. 
The team was able to go undefeated in matches, and the 
other teams could not get it going against the teams strong 
defense. Madison Showalter said, “We didn’t play our best 
games, but a win is a win nonetheless. We have work to 
do, but I know we will be just fine.”

Madison Showalter is a senior at 
Conemaugh Township Area High 
School. Her parents are Glen and 
Kim Showalter from Hollsopple. She 
is a setter for the Lady Indians Var-
sity Volleyball Team, and is a 3-year 
letterman. Madison also contributes 
to the Track and Field team. She 
participates in the 400-meter dash, 
discus, and shot put. 

Madison is a member of Rotary, 
S.A.D.D., Scholastic Quiz, Band, 
S.O.N., Travel Volleyball, and Youth 
Group. She is Class President, a 
Student Council representative, and 
a Somerset County Outstanding 
Young Woman finalist. Over her 
high school years, she has achieved 
Somerset County All Star Honorable 
mention in 2018.

Varsity Football
By Tyler Poznanski

Also, in 2019 Madison was chosen for the Somerset County All Star 
Second Team. Her plans after college is to major in finance to become 
a financial planner or succeed in real estate.

Varsity Volleyball
By Connor Osborne

The football team gathers on the field after a hard 
fought game.

Hannah Sodano, Kadiya Lingenfelter, and Chloe 
Bidelman prepare for the opposing team’s serve.
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Telephone Numbers
Administrative Office
Superintendent.............Thomas Kakabar...................479-7575
Business Manager......Regina Rembold.....................479-7431
Food Service Director....Adam Thomas.......................479-2328
Director of Curriculum....Stacy Dabbs...........................479-7575

Middle/High School 6-12
Principal......................James Foster...........................479-4014
Guidance Counselors.....Kelly Birkhimer and Kara Duplin...479-7886
School Nurse.................Cassey DeBiase....................479-2324
Athletic Director..............Jarod Feathers......................479-4014

School Calendar
The following dates are subject to change:

October 2...............................................Act 80 Early Dismissal
      12:00 Middle/High School
                   12:35 Elementary
October 9.......................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
October 12 ..............................................Teacher In-Service
October 23.....................................................Act 80 Early Dismissal
            12:00 Middle/High School
                         12:35 Elementary
October 29..............................................End of Nine Weeks
October 30......................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
November 6.............................................Report Cards Issued
November 9....................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
November 10....................................Parent Conference Day

NEWS/ FEATURES WRAP UP

Welcoming Our New Substitute
By: Carson Huber

Conemaugh Township is pleased to welcome Miss Barnt 
as the substitute teacher for Mr. Plummer.  She will be 
filling in for Mr. Plummer until the end of the first semes-
ter.  Mr. Plummer has decided to serve in the military and 
complete basic training.  

Miss Barnt attended the University of Pittsburg at John-
stown after graduating from Somerset High School in 
2010.  She graduated with a bachelor’s degree in science 
and marketing and a minor in communications. Miss Barnt 
has bigger plans after her time at Conemaugh Township is 
done.  “I am actually going back to college,” she stated.  
“I will be going back in the spring to get my certificate in 
teaching.” She originally worked in autistic support even 
though she did not have a specific degree for that field. 
Miss Barnt said, “This is a great experience for me be-
cause they are allowing me to do this without that degree. 
It is giving me hands on experience before I am really a 
substitute teacher.”

If you have not done so yet, make sure you introduce 
yourself to this amazing lady!  She will only be here for a 
short time, but our school is so grateful to have her.   

Miss Barnt

Senior Yearbook Photo Deadline Set

Formal senior portraits for the “Senior Section” of the 
yearbook are due no later than Friday, January 31st, 
2021 NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE NOR ANY 
PICTURES ACCEPTED AFTER JANUARY 31ST, 2021!

Ordering Yearbooks
Yearbooks can be purchased from the high school office.  
Middle School books are $45 and High School yearbooks 
are $75.  Checks can be made payable to CTHS.
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