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At Conemaugh Township Middle/High School, there is 
an option to be a part of the Student Council. Student 
Council is an organization that provides all students 
with the chance to share their ideas on what events 
or improvements they wish to add to the school. This 
organization is also involved in several service proj-
ects, focusing on bettering the lives of those in the 
community. 

This year-round organization allows for eight people 
to join per grade. Candidates must write an essay 
and acquire a number of signatures from students 
in their grade and their teachers.  This proves that 
the candidate’s teachers and classmates believe 
that they are fit to represent their grade level.Sasha 
Tarabrin, a junior member of Student Council, was 
asked what events take place in this organization. 
She stated, “Every year, we decorate for homecom-
ing, and make sure that everything goes smoothly 
throughout the night.” 

As for officers, there are several elected for each 
grade. This includes a president, vice president, sec-
retary, and treasurer. There are sign-ups for Student 
Council in the office every fall at the beginning of the 
school year, or Ms. DeBarto, the advisor of this club, 
can give students additional information on how to 
join. 

When asked why Sasha enjoys being a member of 
Student Council, she said, “I like being able to make 
my voice heard and participate in our many fun ac-
tivities.” Sasha, as well as several other members of 
Student Council, believe that it is a great organiza-
tion, and encourage many others to join. 

Spirit Weeks
By Isabella Dadura

Homecoming this year at Conemaugh Township was on 
October 16th, but the celebrations and festivities began 
much earlier than that through spirit week celebrations. 
The spirit week for homecoming began on Friday, October 
9th and consisted of Character Day, Pajama Day, Western 
Wednesday, Hawaiian Day, and Spirit Day.

The week of October 26th was Red Ribbon week.  This 
spirit week promotes staying drug free and challenges stu-
dents to make smart decisions in their lives. Monday was 
PJ Day, Tuesday was Tye-Dye Day, Wednesday was Hat 
Day, Thursday was Decade Day (Throwback Thursday), 
and Friday was Spirit Day.  Students could wear either 
their red and black or pink-out shirts to support breast can-
cer awareness during the month of October.  

Overall, spirit weeks are a great way to not only show 
school spirit, but to also have fun.  When asked about her 
participation in spirit weeks, Kadiya Lingenfelter said, “Spir-
it weeks are a fun way for students to participate in school 
spirit.  Red Ribbon Week is also important in aiding in both 
drug awareness and prevention.”

Student Council
By Brielle Ciarimboli

Addison Lasure pos-
es for a picture in 
her Minion costume 
during Homecoming 
Spirit Week.
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A Holiday to Oust
By Sara O’Connell

Columbus Day is a holiday celebrated for the 
founding of the “New World.” This holiday has false-
ly led people to believe that Christopher Columbus 
is the founder of our country. Columbus Day should 
not be celebrated. He did not find the “New World.” 
Therefore, my belief is that Columbus Day is an 
unnecessary holiday.

Columbus only traveled to America to try and prove 
the world was round. He believed that he was 
heading to East Asia. When he arrived, he found 
that other people were already here, yet he got the 
credit for finding the “New World.” Leif Erikson had 
already founded America before Columbus even 
got here. There was no reason for Columbus to be 
given any credit. The holiday was made to congrat-
ulate Columbus for his accomplishments. However, 
Christopher Columbus pioneered mass murder as 
well as slavery over the Atlantic Ocean. He did not 
deserve to be given a day of celebration.

Despite the fact that Columbus is undeserving, his 
holiday is still celebrated. I believe that if we simply 
changed the day to celebrate someone or some-
thing else this day would not be so problematic. Of 
course, choosing someone or something just as 
bad or worse than Columbus would not solve our 
problem. There are plenty of other notable people 
that we could celebrate for the good things that 
they accomplished. A woman like Harriet Tubman 
would be much more deserving than Christopher 
Columbus. She saved a countless number of lives 
through her bravery and courage on the Under-
ground Railroad. That is who we should be emu-
lating-not Christopher Columbus.  If society would 
even just eliminate the holiday, we would be better 
off.

 This holiday represents someone so evil, but 
society has learned to cover it up and accept it. I 
believe that accepting the unacceptable is a horror 
we face daily. Columbus Day is not required and 
as a society we need to eliminate it from our calen-
dar. We need to stop giving in to these norms that 
do not benefit anyone. If no one gives in, some of 
these injustices can come to an end.

At the beginning of the year, rules and regulations 
were put in place regarding the Coronavirus, resulting 
in the requirement to wear masks. Wearing masks 
helps provide safety in public and alleviates people’s 
worry about contracting the virus. I believe we should 
be wearing masks. However, the masks are starting 
to become uncomfortable and are a burden for many 
people, especially kids in school.  

While wearing a mask might not be the most comfort-
able option, studies have shown that the more people 
who wear masks, the better. Choosing not to wear a 
mask can result in putting yourself or others in harm’s 
way, especially in crowded areas like school. Even 
though it can be hard to hear others, as well as talk 
to others through a mask, they are still beneficial and 
do serve a purpose. Just because someone else is 
not wearing their mask, does not mean you should 
not wear yours. However, there are some ways to fix 
the annoyance of a mask while still keeping those 
around you safe. 

Mask breaks can be regulated in public schools, giv-
ing students the chance to take off their masks, brief-
ly, while the teacher is giving instructions or teaching 
a lesson. This requires other students not to talk 
when their mask is off, so that no germs or particles 
can travel through the air. If desks are spaced 6 feet 
apart, the proper social distancing measurement, stu-
dents are able to take off their masks without getting 
in trouble or being put in an unsafe situation. 

Altogether, wearing masks, no matter how they feel, 
look, taste, or smell, is the safest action to take for 
everyone’s health. A mask might be annoying and 
seem useless, but there is a good reason as to why 
we have to wear them. By following the guidelines 
and doing your part, schools can stay open and stu-
dents can stay healthy. 

Wearing Masks
By Jackson Byer
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Connor Osborne collects 
trash with the Rotary Club .

Jackson Byer rushes the 
ball towards the endline in 
a game against Shade.

Ethan Price aids the boys’ 
soccer team with a pass 
towards his teammates. 

Laikyn Hillegass and Shelby 
Fetterman pose with their 
“Western Wednesday” outfits.

Homecoming Queen Madison Showalter is crowned by 
the 2019 Queen, Jordan Miller.
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Athletes...

Grace Thomas

Grace Thomas excels athletically and academically. She is 
the daughter of Adam and Linda Thomas. She is a part of 
the CT golf team, and she also participates in cheering for 
basketball in the winter months. She outshines others in 
the area of golf and is passionate about the sport. She has 
lettered all four years. Thomas has many outstanding stats 
and achievements. She is a 3-time District 5 runner up, 
3-time regional qualifier, 3-time West-Pac all conference
top scorer, and helped the team achieve West-Pac first
team, too. She furthers her accomplishments by attending
many summer tournaments and has been placed in the
top 10 in these tournaments
many times. She is also a
part of the CT SON Club,
Rotary Interact Club, Mind-
fulness Club, and Grill Team.
Outside of school, she loves
to go hunting and fishing and
enjoys baking and playing
poker.

 Her plans after high school 
are to pursue professional 
golf management. 

Maciah Holsopple throws the hammer down to pick 
apart the Ramblers defensive efforts.

Sophomore Mya Poznanski advances the ball on of-
fense in the attempt to score a goal for her team.

PIAA District 5 Playoffs
By Tyler Poznanski

The Conemaugh Township Indians fall sports teams have 
all had thrilling, yet unpredictable seasons. The football, 
girls and boys soccer, and volleyball teams are ready to 
make a run this year in the 2020 playoffs and could not be 
more excited to get it started.

The Conemaugh Township Indians football team has 
locked in as the #3 seed in playoffs and will be travelling 
Friday, October 23, to Northern Bedford for their first-round 
playoff game. The Indians volleyball team currently sits at 
#1 in the district and hosts a first-round playoff game on 
October 29th. The Lady Indians soccer team made playoffs 
and are set to travel to Windber on October 28th for their 
first-round playoff game. Additionally, the golf team finished 
their season strong, bringing home a WestPac title. 

The Conemaugh Township Indians fall sports teams are all 
so excited and thrilled to be part of the District 5 playoffs 
this year and cannot wait to show their opponents what the 
red and black give every time it is game time. The Indians 
are ready to bring some gold home and cannot wait to final-
ly get it started. Best of luck to our fall sports teams in this 
year's 2020 District 5 playoffs.
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Emily Purdy, Landyn Robinson

Halloween
By Addison Lasure

On Saturday, October 31st, everyone will be dressing 
up and walking around the neighborhood collecting 
candy. It’s been made clear that Halloween is going 
to be different this year, but you can still make Hal-
loween the best night ever. 

In Conemaugh Township, trick-or-treating is sched-
uled for Thursday, October 29th.  The first thing you 
should do is decorate. Be prepared to excite the kids 
that knock on your door. One of the simplest things 
you can do is carve a pumpkin. It seems simple but if 
you carve the right face, it can scare the socks off of 
your friends. Another thing to do to get ready for Hal-
loween is picking out a costume. There are countless 
costumes in stores around town to choose from. You 
can find almost any costume you want. If you cannot 
find the costume you want, make your own! You can 
have a lot of fun making a costume. One of the most 
important things you can do to finish off your Hallow-
een to-do list is buy candy. Emily Louise Purdy, an 
eyewitness of the past few Halloweens, said, “Do not 
take candy from strangers, unless it is Halloween 
night.” Find your favorite spooky candy bowl and fill it 
with a kid's favorite candy. Then you will be ready for 
a fun night full of candy. ”I think every house should 
give chocolate Kit-Kats.” Emma Schlabach said. It 
is true that Kit-Kats are delicious but my personal 
favorite is Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups. However, you 
should fill your bowl with a variety of different candy. 
Get ready for the kids who knock on your door!

When your candy bowl is full and your costume is 
ready, you will be ready to walk out the door with 
your pillowcase full of candy. Happy Halloween!Christmas Concert Plans

By Charlotte Worst

During these tough times, concerts are an uncertain 
thing. If your favorite thing, or activity is music during 
a worldwide pandemic, there are extra precautions 
that you need to take. Today, I am going to tell you our 
school’s plans for our Junior High Christmas concert.

As you know, Ms. Lingenfelter and Miss Kasun are our 
music department teachers. Miss Kasun is also our 
band director. Miss Kasun and Ms. Lingenfelter are part-
nering up for the Christmas concert. For sixth grade, the 
chorus students are going to sing with the band while 
they play the classic song “Jingle Bells.” We have many 
ideas. We are hoping to do a live version of “Journey To 
the Past” and “Candle on the Water,” and post the video 
on December 7th, at 7pm, with the senior high choir. On 
December 10th, we are hoping to do something similar 
to Jazz Night, with some solo performances. 

Sports
Junior High Girls Soccer
By Vayda Korenoski

The junior high girls’ soccer team had a great season. 
They won almost all of their games.  Izabel Slezak and 
Ashlyn Fetterman are two of the strongest players on the 
team. The team had nine wins and two losses. Their head 
coach is Scott Fetterman and their assistant coach is 
Alyshia Mock. Eric Roman also helped to coach.

The girls were really supportive of each other. When 
asked about the team, Laikyn Reynolds said, “We would 
always cheer each other on when on the field. When 
someone was not doing well they tried their hardest and 
made it count.” Before games they would do a pregame 
warm up consisting of running two laps, stretching, and 
practicing their passes. They also prayed before every 
game and shouted their chant. Laikyn said, “We started 
off as just girls that liked a sport but became a team that 
loved each other like sisters.” There were twenty girls on 
the team. Thirteen were eighth graders and seven were 
seventh graders.

The girls had a great season overall. They grew from 
teammates to best friends. They hope to have a great 
season next year and are looking foward to training and 
bettering themselves in the off season.
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Telephone Numbers
Administrative Office
Superintendent.............Thomas Kakabar...................479-7575
Business Manager......Regina Rembold.....................479-7431
Food Service Director....Adam Thomas.......................479-2328
Director of Curriculum....Stacy Dabbs...........................479-7575

Middle/High School 6-12

Principal......................James Foster...........................479-4014
Guidance Counselors.....Kelly Birkhimer and Kara Duplin...479-7886
School Nurse.................Cassey DeBiase....................479-2324
Athletic Director..............Jarod Feathers......................479-4014

School Calendar

The following dates are subject to change:

November 6.................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
         Report Cards Issued

November 9....................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
November 10....................................Parent Conference Day
November 11.......................................Veterans Day Vacation
November 20..................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
November 25..................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
November 26-27.................................Thanksgiving Vacation
November 30......................................Deer Season Vacation

NEWS/ FEATURES WRAP UP

Senior Yearbook Photo Deadline Set

Casual senior portraits for the “Senior Section” of the 
yearbook are due no later than Friday, January 31st, 
2021 NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE NOR ANY 
PICTURES ACCEPTED AFTER JANUARY 31ST, 2021!

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
By: Laikyn Hillegass

Fall is a season loved by most. There is so much to 
do and see during the beautiful season.  Not only 
is the season gorgeous with great weather and fun 
activities, but it occurs during the month of October, 
which is an important month.  October is important 
because it is Breast Cancer Awerness Month.  So 
many people’s lives have been taken and affected 
by the horrific disease.  Many brave women wake 
up each day and battle this disease.  It is astonish-
ing.  These women go through countless treatment 
plans to battle the disease with no idea of the 
outcome.  Kids watch their parents suffer through 
this sickness everyday.  Cancer sucks.  Everyone 
can have a part in supporting those who are dealing 
with this disease.  There are so many fundraisers 
that are held through-out the month of October, 
especially to raise money for cancer research 
organizations.  

During October everything turns pink.  Pink is the 
color that symbolizes breast cancer awareness.  The 
bridge downtown in Johnstown is pink all month, 
buildings shine pink lights at dark, and you often see 
pink ribbons tied to telephone poles throughout the 
community.  As a community, Conemaugh Township 
does a great job at showing compassion for those 
who fight breast cancer.  They sell pink out t-shirts, 
crewnecks, and sweatshirts to benefit cancer re-
search organizations.  Conemaugh Township also 
holds an annual Pink Out Game, where everyone 
shows up in pink clothes to show support.  The com-
munity wears pink with pride all year long, especially 
in October.  

Being able to be a part of pink out activities is one of 
the best memories made during October. It is such a 
great experience to be a part of.  Make sure you 
show your support for breast cancer awareness as 
soon as you can!
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...of the Month
Seth Rosey is the son of Mike and Kerry Rosey. Seth lives 
in Hooversville. He plays football, runs track and field, and 
enjoys lifting weights any time he is not actively in a sports 
season. Seth has been named to the 2018 All Area Team, 
Somerset County First Team-Defensive End, All Academic 
Team, and holds the sack title in football for the state. Seth 
is also a 3 year football letterman. He has also lettered one 
year in track and field. 

Outside of sports you can find 
Seth anywhere outdoors. He 
enjoys hunting and fishing. You 
can also find Seth's name on the 
yearly honor roll. 

After school, Seth plans to attend 
college to pursue a major and 
career in physical therapy. 

The Indians defensive line rushes the Northern Bedford 
Quarterback as he drops back to pass.

3…2...1…win. For the second time in the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers franchise, the Steelers have started the season off 6-0. 
The last time that this franchise started off this hot, they 
won the Super Bowl. The Steelers have won 6 straight to 
be crowned as the only undefeated NFL football team left in 
the league. 

The Steelers are off to this great start because of their 
mindset and the fact that they never give up. The Steelers 
have had everything go their way so far this season. The 
Steelers have had a lot of success on both sides of the ball 
including leading the league in sacks and takeaways. Even 
though Ben Roethlisberger is a veteran, he is still putting up 
impressive numbers against tough opponents.

The 2020 Pittsburgh Steelers have a younger group of 
shining stars on both sides of the ball including TJ Watt, 
Steven Nelson, and Minkah Fitzpatrick on defense, and 
JuJu Smith-Shuster, James Conner, and rookie Chase 
Claypool on offense. Even though they have such a young 
group on the field, they still find ways to march down the 
field and score or take away the ball. The Steelers are 
away in Baltimore this week. 

On Friday October 23rd, the Indian varisty football team 
made a long trip to Northern Bedford to face the Panthers in 
the first round of the District 5 playoffs. 

The game started off in favor of the Panthers. They cameo-
early with a 14 point lead in the first quarter thanks to two 
long runs from their star runningback. The Indians an-
swered back in the second quarter. Sophomore quarterback 
Tanner Shirley connected with another sophomore Ethan 
Black with a deep ball for six Indian points. Kicker Albert 
Smolen rounded off the drive with an extra point right down 
the middle. 

The Indians struggled in the second half, scoring only one 
more touchdown. With the final score of 35-14 in the Pan-
thers favor, the Indians were eliminated from playoff con-
tention. Township will face United Area and North Star High 
School to finish their season. 

Football Playoffs
By Cameron Stumpf

Here We Go, Steelers
By Connor Osborne

Seth Rosey
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Homecoming 2020

The Conemaugh Township Homecoming festivities were 
held this year on October 16th. This is a local tradition that 
many Township natives look forward to every year. 

Like every other year CT Indians and local community 
members gathered around Davidsville for the annual 
parade; which showcased the 2020 Homecoming Court, 
sports teams, local firefighters, and a police escort. Follow-
ing the parade, the Indian football team secured a victory 
over Meyersdale. To maintain the safety and health of the 
community, COVID restrictions were put in place.  Fans 
were asked to remain socially distant and to wear masks 
while attending the parade. 

The 2020 Homecoming Court was showcased during 
half-time. The 6 young men featured were as follows: Ian 
Harrington, Cameron Stumpf, Seth Rosey, Adrian Shane, 
Bradley Robinson, and Tyler Poznanski. The ladies of the 
court were: Madison Showalter, Maciah Holsopple, Mada-
lyn Ankeny, Chloe Shaulis, Sarah Favreau, and Isabella 
Dadura. 

After the votes were tallied Ian Harrington and Madison 
Showalter were crowned Conemaugh Township’s King and 
Queen for 2020. 

Following graduation, Julie attended Slippery 
Rock University where she played basketball for 
four years. She now works for Hill, Barth & King 
as an associate paraprofessional. Julie grew up 
in Tire Hill, and currently lives in Mercer, with her 
husband and daughter.

When asked about Julie’s favorite memory from 
high school, she stated, “Besides every single 
game ever, which is hard to beat, my favorite 
memory was the pig roast with the Grill Team, and 
Adam Thomas. We had to be at the school at 4:00 
a.m. to prepare everything and begin cooking to
feed the entire school.”  Julie had many favorite 
teachers, which include Mr. Adams, Mr. Mainhart, 
and Ms. Pepoy. “They all were, and still are, men-
tors of mine,” she said.

Julie was involved in many activities. She was the 
sports editor for the Contownian, vice president of 
her class, a member of the grill team, and a mem-
ber of FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes). She 
enjoyed all these activities alongside her friends 
who she still keeps in touch with and travels the 
world with.

Alumni Of The Month...

Julie Byer

Julie Byer, now 
known as Julie 
Snyder, attended 
Conemaugh Town-
ship Area Middle/
High School and 
graduated in 2010. 
In high school 
Julie’s passion was 
sports; she played 
soccer, basketball, 
softball, and ran 
track.

Julie Byer, now Julie 
Snyder, poses for a pic-
ture with her husband 
and daughter.
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Fall Bucket List 
By Chloe Bidelman

Autumn is finally here!  It is the season of colorful foli-
age, sweater weather, and endless festivities!  There are 
so many wonderful activities that can be done in the fall.  
Autumn has many fantastic things to offer.  Here are a few 
ideas of what you should do before the season is over.  

To begin, carving pumpkins is a great way to get into the 
seasonal spirit!  Carving pumpkins is nostalgic for many 
people.  Reaching into the pumpkin and gutting out all the 
slimy seeds with your hands is a unique experience.  Plus, 
you have the ability to carve anything into your pumpkin.  
The possibilities are endless!  Additionally, an activity to ac-
complish this fall is to complete a corn maze.  Corn mazes 
are a blast!  However, bringing friends or family is crucial 
to the experience.  Whether you are playing tag or racing 
to the finish, corn mazes are exhilarating with a group of 
people.  Having buddies or loved ones by your side makes 
the best memories.  Furthermore, another activity to do 
before the fall season is over is dress up for Halloween.  
Halloween is one of the best times of the year.  It is excit-
ing to be able to dress up and portray a character for one 
night of the year.  Halloween allows you to be expressive 
and creative.  Likewise, Halloween is the perfect time to 
bond with friends.  Group costumes are always so exciting 
and dynamic.  Finally, baking festive treats is crucial to the 
fall season.  Pumpkin is the spice of the season!  Pump-
kin cookies, pie, bread, etc. are taking over the kitchen.  
Baking is a fabulous way to spend this season.  Not only 
is it fun, but it fills any room with a delightful aroma.  After-
wards, you get to devour the delicious treats you so proudly 
deserve.  

Autumn is one of the best times of the year.  The beautiful 
colors and cheerful atmosphere should not be taken for 
granted.  It is the perfect opportunity to make memories 
with friends and family that you will cherish forever.  Now it 
is your time to make this autumn count!

Restrictions on Trick-or-Treating
By Nicholas Grosik

We can all agree that 2020 has been one of the worst 
years in recent memory. After Queen Rona put us into 
months of quarantine, she continues to find ways to ruin 
what was previously known to be fun. Nowadays, you can 

not even go to school without wearing masks or coating 
yourself in hand sanitizer.  Is Halloween cancelled?  Is trick-
or-treating even an option this year?

The CDC is giving a thumbs up to the trick-or-treating, as 
long as you follow the everyday COVID-19 protocol.   Main-
tain social distance indoors or out, bring hand sanitizer with 
you, and give treats to trick-or-treaters outdoors.  When it 
comes to your costumes, introduce a cloth mask into your 
outfit.  Stay away from costume masks because they do 
not substitute for cloth masks.  Wash your hands often with 
soap and water or hand sanitizer. 

Although there are a lot of restrictions in place, Halloween 
is not totally cancelled this year.  The incorporation of face-
masks becoming the new normal may let people become 
even more creative with their costumes.  Remember to stay 
safe, have fun, and wash your hands.  

Among Us
By Jackson Byer

The game that has taken the world by storm: Among Us. A 
countless number of kids, teenagers, or young adults have 
heard of this game, and if you have not, where have you 
been? Most parents could go on their kid’s laptop or phone 
and see this game downloaded, ready to play in an instant.  
What is it, and why is it so popular? 

Among Us is a game that can be downloaded on a phone 
or PC. This game involves multiple players all competing 
for the same task–to kill or to be killed. The game starts 
off with either one, two, or three “imposters”, which are 
the people who kill the “crewmates.” It is undecided which 
player you will be until right before the game starts. If you 
are a crewmate, your goal is to complete all of your tasks 
and find out who the imposter is. As the imposter, your goal 
is to kill all of the crewmates secretively before they figure 
out who you are. The reason why the game is so popular 
among people of all ages is because it is a cartoon game 
with little astronaut-looking characters. You are able to 
customize your character based on color, what hat they 
can wear, and what their name is. You can also play with 
your friends and not just random people. A code is given at 
every game which can be shared with others who wish to 
play along. 

What are you waiting for? Download the game and see just 
how much fun it can be! Ask your friends to join, and watch 
yourself slowly become addicted. Even if you are not into 
video games, Among Us can be enjoyed by almost anyone, 
which is what makes it so fun. 
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