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Controversy Over Dr. Seuss
By Hannah Dadura

Dr. Seuss’ birthday was recently celebrated on March 
2nd. As usual, Dr. Seuss week is often celebrated 
at many elementary schools, including Conemaugh 
Township.  Recently, there has been much controver-
sy surrounding the popular children’s author and his 
work. 

There have been six of his books that are no longer 
being published due to politically incorrect ideas. 
These books are as follows, “And to Think That I Saw 
it on Mulberry Street,” “McElligots Pool,” “If I Ran the 
Zoo,” “Scrambled Eggs Super!” “On Beyond Zebra!” 
and “The Cat’s Quizzer”. These books are no longer 
going to be published due to the racist imagery and 
content. This act is often known as “cancel culture”. 
This is when a person or actions are canceled for 
being offensive. 

Not everyone agrees with all this controversy. This 
new “cancel culture” is often being blamed on Gen Z 
and them being too soft. Although, we still celebrate 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday and Dr. Seuss week it is unsure 
what the future of this celebration will look like at 
Conemaugh Township Elementary and around the 
world for years to come. 

Mamma Mia!
By BriElla Harnett

This month, the Conemaugh Township Music Depart-
ment held performances of the musical Mamma Mia 
on March 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th. The music 
department put on seven showings of the musical, 
including Parents’ Night. The cast of the musical was 
set up a bit differently this year. The roles Sophie, 
Ali, and Lisa were played by different cast members 
every other night. The role of Sophie was played by 
Abby McGinnis and Sophia Stango. The role of Ali 
was played by Emma Mitchell and Bella Stroscio. The 
role of Lisa was played by Tanner Hunsberger and 
Casadie Miller.

With the pandemic going on, many things have been 
quite different than how they were in previous years. 
When asked what they thought of the musical and the 
adaptions made because of the Coronavirus, Sara 
O’Connell said, “I thought the musical was performed 
well and that they did the best they could with the 
adaptations that needed to be made. The audience 
was limited and everyone was trying to stay socially 
distanced. I feel like the show was safe, overall, and 
the audience seemed to enjoy the performance safely 
with their masks.”

Although times are tough, Conemaugh Township still 
managed to perform the annual musical, even with 
the adaptations they needed to make. “I thought they 
did a great job with the musical. They also did a re-
ally good job adjusting to the changes that needed to 
be made because of the Coronavirus.” said Laci Fet-
terman, a junior at Conemaugh Township. The musi-
cal was only allowed to have seating at half capacity. 
However, the show sold-out and the community went 
to see the performances of the musical and were able 
to watch safely. 
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Feast of St. Patrick, or best known as St. Patrick’s Day, 
is a holiday that commemorates St. Patrick and the 
arrival of Christianity in Ireland. The holiday also cele-
brates Ireland’s culture and heritage. Around the world, 
many people usually go to bars or pubs. My belief is 
that many people participate in the celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day as an excuse to go out drinking.

It is estimated that fifty to eighty million people 
around the world have Irish heritage, yet that is only 
a small percentage of the roughly eight billion people 
on Earth. Thousands and thousands of people go out 
drinking and celebrating even if they have no Irish 
heritage. I feel that many corporations and franchises 
are just trying to profit off this holiday and encourage 
people to go out and spend money and buy certain 
foods and drinks that are special for the occasion. Ad-
ditionally, the holiday should be celebrated the way it 
was meant to be celebrated. People should embrace St. 
Patrick and the arrival of Christianity in Ireland.

This holiday represents a pious person, but yet most 
people still associate the holiday as a day that allows 
them to drink as much as they want and nothing else. I 
believe that people need to start consuming less on this 
holiday and start celebrating St. Patrick more. In my 
opinion, celebrating Saint Patrick and getting intoxi-
cated on the same day is a bit wrong. I mean, the guy 
was a saint. Companies and franchises need to stop 
promoting so much drinking on this day. This day is 
to mostly commemorate someone’s life and his con-
tributions to the church, and I personally would not 
want to be celebrated by people indulging themselves 
carelessly.

Feast of Saint Patrick 
By BriElla Harnett 

One year ago, the United States was thrown into 
something no one thought we would overcome. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has changed everyones’ lives for 
the worse. Whether it be socially or economically, the 
U.S. has changed forever because of this virus. 

Friday, March 13, of 2020 started out like a normal 
school day. Everyone was laughing and having a 
great time. The final bell rang and we all went to our 
respective after-school activities. The news of cancel-
ling school for two weeks was such a relief to most of 
us. Little did we know, two weeks would turn into a 
month, then two months, then the rest of the school 
year, then the entire summer. Some saw it as a nice 
break from the outside world, but others saw it as a 
prison sentence for a crime that they did not commit. 
The year 2020 was one of the strangest, toughest years 
in U.S. history. Going from being able to do whatev-
er you want to being forced to stay inside impacted 
everyone. Many people lost family members, though 
others were not affected at all by sickness. This goes to 
show how unfair life can be.

Reflecting back on the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic, most did not think we would be where we 
are at right now. Not being able to go places without 
a mask on, not being able to gather with others from 
different places, not being able to travel, and so on. The 
world will not be the same as it was before this pan-
demic. It will be a learning experience for many gener-
ations to come.

One Year Anniversary
By Jackson Byer 
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Sophomore, Tanner Shirley 
passing the ball during the 
boys D5 Championship 
game against Northern Bed-
ford. Congratulations boys 
on your fantastic season!

I promise the outstanding performance of our CT 
Musical members will surely turn you into a Dancing 
Queen!

Make sure to send a big congrats to our D5 Champion, 
Tristen Hawkins!

The Contownian is published online monthly by the Conemaugh 
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Women’s History Month 
By Brynlyn Berkey

As the year goes on, not only do we celebrate holi-
days, but we also have dedicated each month to re-
flect certain groups that may have been minorities or 
oppressed in the past centuries.  One of these groups 
and dedications includes Women’s History Month, 
which lasts all of March.  Although it is clearly stated 
in its title, many do not know exactly why we may 
dedicate this month to the female gender. 

The goal of Women’s History Month seems like a 
simple concept, to celebrate past contributions to so-
ciety that women have made.  Yet, people still wonder 
why it exists, or that deciding to dedicate an entire 
month to strictly women’s contributions is silly.  What 
most don’t understand is that there are quite a few 
accomplishments that women have made in society 
that have been simply overlooked because of their 
gender. 

Everyone has heard of John Adams, one of our 
founding fathers, but have you heard of his wife Ab-
igail?  Abigail Adams was not only a First Lady, but 
was also a key advocate in the early women’s rights 
movement and highly supported women’s education.  
She also opposed slavery, which at the time was a 
newer concept.  Although her husband may have 
been calling the shots, she was his closest advisor, 
and she made such a large impact that some consid-
ered her to be included as a founder. 

While Abigail Adams has made quite a few contribu-
tions for her time, she is only one of many women 
that have been overlooked.  Women’s History Month 
is about reflecting back on these past contributions 
that have been forgotten or are not deemed signif-
icant enough to be taught in history classes simply 
because they were made by women.  In your free 
time, consider taking a look at past accomplishments 
made by women. You just might be surprised that 
some of the past innovative ideas were not all con-
tributed by men.

Sam Worst Picked for All-Eastern 
Ensemble
By Sasha Tarabrin

One of Conemaugh Township’s very own, junior Sam 
Worst, was picked to be a part of an All-Eastern 
virtual band ensemble that was held on the weekend 
of March 4th. Worst, picked for his talented trombone 
playing, is the first CT student to have received this 
honor since 2003. The virtual weekend commenced 
on Zoom with speakers, musical performances, and 
mock auditions. “Over the course of three days I had 
the opportunity to work with a renowned conductor 
and meet with various professionals who talked about 
what life after high school was like. On the final day 
we had a group of presenters come from multiple 
colleges,” Sam explains. 

Although this year looked different due to COVID, 
Sam was grateful to have had the opportunity saying, 
“I am very thankful for all the people who put in so 
much hard work to make this festival happen.” He has 
been working hard to receive this award for the past 
year and was extremely excited when he was select-
ed. Sam, who plans on pursuing a career in music 
education, said, “I will never forget this event and I 
will be able to take the things I learned here and use 
them throughout my future career.” Congratulations to 
Sam and all the other All-East participants!

Sam Worst
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PMEA Chorus/Music Festival
By Kadiya Lingenfelter

Alumni Of The Month... 

Meribeth DeBarto graduated from Conemaugh Township 
in 1986.  After graduating in 1986, Meribeth attended the 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania where she studied 
Elementary Education.  Ms. DeBarto transferred to the 
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown after junior year to 
complete her degree. She also earned a MA degree from 
Gannon in Curriculum and Instruction.  Ms. DeBarto 
shared, “My mom taught elementary school for 34 years 
and was even a principal for eight years (while teaching 
her regular class).  She is my inspiration for choosing 
education as my career.”  In 1999,  she was hired by her 
alma mater, Conemaugh Township, as a sixth grade ELA 
teacher.  “Working as a substitute really opened my eyes.  
It was frustrating and rewarding all at the same time.  I 
was able to teach everything from kindergarten to eighth 
grade. A few times I was the substitute Guidance 
Counselor and even the Principal one day.  Once I was 
hired by my home district, I felt like the luckiest person 
on earth, teaching with the best of the best- Jenny Shank, 
Joyce Kamzik, and the “one of a kind” Gary Fulton, who 
provided me with the tools to be my absolute best."
Ms. DeBarto resides with her husband Joe Stringent and 
her two sons Mickey and Jack.  Mickey is a junior at IUP 
studying Safety Science and Jack is a freshman at Penn 
Highlands. Meribeth’s mother also lives with her.  
One of Ms. DeBarto’s favorite memories is while being a 
student of Mr. Andolina.  “Mr. Andolina allowed me to 
run dittos, correct papers, cut out letters, basically any-
thing he needed done, I was there for him. The Contown-
ian and Yearbook staff even came in on Saturdays to proof 
the layout.  Even though he would voice his frustrations at 
times, we knew he loved and cared about us.   She finished 
by saying, “What I learned from him in those two short 
years is immeasurable.” You can find Ms. DeBarto in 
room 113 at Conemaugh Twp. Middle School doing what 
she loves best - teaching.

PMEA is the state organization for all state school 
music organizations and festivals. They announced 
last summer that all live festivals would be canceled for 
the 2020-21 school year. However, they would sup-
port any of the twelve districts across the state if they 
still wanted to hold some form of a virtual festival. This 
year, Conemaugh Township hosted the PMEA District 
6 Chorus Festival. Our choral director, Ms. Lingenfelter, 
wanted to make sure the festival still continued for all of 
the students in the entire district.  Pre-Auditions among 
over forty schools happened by video submission 
in October.  The top twenty students in every vocal 
section (soprano, alto, tenor, and bass) were selected 
to advance to the 1st virtual District Chorus festival that 
was held virtually for the first time in PMEA history. 
Gillian Berloffe added, “Although the virtual festival may 
not have been ideal, it was an enriching experience, 
and has changed my perspective on choral music as a 
whole.”

Conemaugh Township had 12 students advance to the 
District Chorus festival, which was the most our school 
has ever had at a festival.  The following CT students 
advanced on the corresponding voice parts: Soprano 
1 - Bella Stroscio, Kassandra Wagner, Soprano 2 - 
Kadiya Lingenfelter, Katie Troxell, Emma Mitchell, Alto 
1 - Abby McGinnis, Gillian Berloffe, Erin O’Connell, Alto 
2 - Madalyn Malicki, Tenor 1 - Samuel Worst, Aaron 
Kaufman, and Tenor 2 - Evan Gardenhour.

CT alumni, Corey Everly, was a guest director for the 
festival, he is currently a doctorate candidate in music 
at Northwestern University in Chicago.  Mr. Everly se-
lected the choral piece, “Statement to the Court” written 
by David Lang. 

Ms. Lingenfelter and Corey Everly hosted the online 
District Chorus festival on January 27 and 28, 2021, 
through Zoom.  Samuel Worst recalls, “District Chorus 
as a whole was an amazing experience that we were 
lucky to be a part of. Not only did we get to work with 
an incredible director, but we also worked on new 
techniques and breathing and we learned a lot about a 
specific piece of music that carried a significant amount 
of historical weight to it.” 

Students were able to zoom with Broadway actress, 
Laura Osnes, (Cinderella” and “Grease”) as well as 
David Lang.

The individual videos of the students singing are cur-
rently being compiled along with videos of the John-
stown area and accompanying musicians.  There will 
be an online debut before the end of March to cele-
brate, “Music in Our Schools Month.” 
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The Conemaugh Township boys’ basketball team captured 
the District V Class AA Championship on March 13 with 
a win over the Northern Bedford Panthers by a score of 
62-55. Tyler Poznanski led the Indians in scoring, with 22 
points. This win was the Indians’ 17th total District Cham-
pionship since 1940.
The game started off slowly, and things did not pick up 
until the 2nd quarter. The Indians were on a scoring spree, 
outscoring the Panthers 20-6 in the quarter. The Indi-
ans held a safe, comfortable lead at halftime, 34-18. To 
open the second half, the game got interesting. Northern 
Bedford went on their own little run, and outscored the 
Indians 25-8 in the third quarter. Down by 1 to begin the 
final quarter, the Indians were in for a 4th quarter fight.  
Tanner Shirley’s layup, with just under 2 minutes, gave 
the Indians a late lead. Cameron Stumpf’s late free throws 
sealed the game and the Indians came out as District 
Champions. 

When asked what it meant to win the District Champion-
ship, junior Jackson Byer said, “It felt amazing. We were 
unsure if we would even have a season, due to all of the 
uncertainty with the pandemic situation.” He added, “At 
the beginning of the season, nobody thought we would 
make it this far. I’m very proud to have played on this 
great team and prove all of the doubters wrong.”

District 5 Champions
By Ben Cotchen

The Boys’ Basketball team poses with their signature 
hand sign after winning the District 5 Title.

HIGH SCHOOL

Athletes...
Connor Osborne is the son of Brian and Pam Osborne. 
He and his family reside in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. At 
Conemaugh Township, Connor participates in a few athlet-
ic activities including football, baseball, and basketball. He 
participating in basketball for one year and for four years 
in both football and baseball. He is a two-year letterman 
in football. He also received a silver medal for football in 
2018. In baseball, Connor, along with his teammates, were 
the District 5 Champions in 2018 and 2019.

He doesn’t just excel in athletics, but also in academics. 
Connor has made his way onto 
the honor roll every year of 
schooling. He is also a member 
of multiple clubs and organiza-
tions at school. These include 
the SON Club, the Rotary Club, 
the choir, and the National Hon-
or Society. Outside of school, 
Connor works at Market Basket.

After graduation, he plans to at-
tend a four-year college. He has 
decided to either major in sports 
administration or 
sports communications.

Jackson Byer puts up a free throw as Tyler Poznans-
ki and Tanner Shirley look to get the rebound.

Connor Osborne

                       

                     CT Pride  
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...of the Month

Peyton Thomas

Tristan Hawkins Makes His Mark at 
Districts 
By Owen Towb

Tristen Hawkins is a freshman at Conemaugh Town-
ship High School and is part of the varsity wrestling 
team. He has been participating in wrestling since he 
can remember. He loves the sport and participates 
in wrestling even outside of school. Hawkins had a 
great season this year. 
This season, Hawkins wrestled in the 106lb weight 
class. The season had a slow start, due to the pan-
demic, and most of their tournaments were canceled. 
Hawkins finished the season with an 8-3 record, also 
competing for a District 5 title. In the finals, he had 
two pins, with the championship match ending in 
a 14-3 victory. Hawkins said, “My season ended at 
Regionals in Indiana, where I had two close losses 
against the state ranked kids.” Hawkins gave ev-
erything he had as the last wrestler standing for CT 
in the 2021 season. Hawkins was the first wrestler 
since 2012 to make it to Regionals. 

Tristan Hawkins ties up with a wrestler from West-
mont in a crossover wrestling match.

The Conemaugh Township Indians’ Winter Sports Pro-
grams were quite successful this year, with District V 
Championships by the Boys’ basketball team, the Rifle 
Team winning the state championship, and playoff ap-
pearances by the girls’ basketball team. The ultimate 
standout of the year, the Rifle Team, won the District 
5 Championship, and made a huge run into the state 
playoffs, eventually taking home the gold in the Inter-
scholastic State Smallbore Championship.

The Rifle Team was led by seniors, Haley Fetterman, 
Nick Mader, and Gillian Berloffe, along with junior, 
Ruby Korenoski. The team had a record of 11-1. They 
went into the season knowing they had the potential to 
be something great and they proved that. Haley Fetter-
man stated, “We put our work in and it feels amazing 
to win it all in my senior year.” 

The Rifle Team won with a score of 2,209 in small-
bore, which gave them first place over the other teams 
to win it all. This was the Rifle Team’s second State 
Championship since the 2016-2017 season, yet there 
is still a lot more potential left in them. Ruby Korenoski 
stated, “Winning this state championship felt so amaz-
ing and I truly cannot put it into words.” 

State Championship Squad
By Tyler Poznanski

                       

                     CT Pride  

Peyton Thomas, daughter of Cathy and James Thomas of 
Seanor, PA, excels in both athletics and academics. 

Peyton has participated in softball for, “as long as she can 
remember.” In softball, Peyton has lettered once and was 
a part of two District 5 Championships and a WestPAC 
runner up. Peyton has also been involved in cheerleading 
since junior year, in which she lettered twice. Academi-
cally, Peyton has been on the honor roll for three years 
and participates in SON club and spanish club. Outside of 
school, she enjoys hanging out with friends and family.

After high school, she intends on going to the University 
of Pittsburgh at Greensburg and majoring in Criminal Jus-
tice, later planning on becoming a game warden. 
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Administrative Office
Superintendent................Thomas Kakabar...................479-7575
Business Manager.........Regina Rembold.....................479-7431
Food Service Director.........Adam Thomas.......................479-2328
Director of Curriculum.......Stacy Dabbs.........................479-7575

Middle/High School 6-12
Principal........................James Foster...........................479-4014
Guidance Counselors.....Kelly Birkhimer and Kara Duplin....479-7886
School Nurse.................Cassey DeBiase....................479-2324
Athletic Director..............Jarod Feathers......................479-4014

School Calendar

The following dates are subject to change:

April 1 ...........................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
April 1 ............................................Makeup Day for Feb. 3rd 
April 2-5 ........................................................Easter Vacation 
April 9 ...................................................Report Cards Issued 
April 9............................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
April 16.........................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
April 23................................ ...............Act 80 Early Dismissal 
      12:00 Middle/High School 
      12:35 Elementary 
April 30 ........................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  

*check calendar dates on ctasd.org

Senior Yearbook Photo Deadline Set
Casual senior portraits for the “Senior Section” of 
the yearbook are due no later than Friday, April 16th, 
2021. NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE NOR ANY 
PICTURES ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 16TH, 2021!

8.

NEWS/ FEATURES WRAP UP

St. Patrick’s Day
By BriElla Harnett

During the month of March, millions of people from 
all different backgrounds celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. 
It is celebrated annually on March 17th. People usu-
ally fill the day with parades, special foods, drinking, 
music, dancing, and lots of green. Due to the corona-
virus, most public festivities have been canceled and 
most bars and pubs are closed on this day.

Why is St. Patrick’s Day celebrated? St. Patrick’s 
Day celebrates St. Patrick and the arrival of Christi-
anity in Ireland. St. Patrick was kidnapped at the age 
of sixteen and was brought over to Ireland on a slave 
ship and was sold. He eventually escaped his mas-
ter and went on to become a saint in Ireland. When 
asked how they felt about St. Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions, Sara O’Connell said, “I think that it is a great 
holiday and I find it very interesting that so many 
people around the world celebrate it. I also like the 
holiday because McDonald’s Shamrock Shakes come 
out during the month.”

Although St. Patrick’s Day is generally to celebrate 
Ireland’s heritage and culture, many people from 
all different backgrounds still gather together to 
celebrate. Ethan Hoffman, a junior at Conemaugh 
Township High School, said, “St. Patrick’s Day is a 
holiday that commemorates both culture and religion. 
It brings many people together to celebrate a man 
who brought Christianity to Ireland, and it also shares 
a history of a man who was kidnapped and enslaved 
before becoming a saint.”
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POP CULTURE

Bringing fresh sounds to the music scene, Silk Sonic (a.k.a 
Anderson. Paak and Bruno Mars), have collaborated on a dual 
album, An Evening with Silk Sonic, to be released later this 
month. If anything like their newest single, “Leave the Door 
Open”, the album is destined to be a glitzy revamp of all things 
70’s funk & soul, with Bruno crediting Michael Jackson, Prince, 
and James Brown as his key inspirations. Be sure to keep tabs 
for when the album is coming out and take a listen!

April 2021:

Demi Lovato - Dancing with the Devil… The 
Art of Starting Over

Taylor Swift - Fearless (Taylor’s Version)

Silk Sonic - An Evening with Silk Sonic

Brockhampton - Roadrunner: New Light, New 
Machine

Portugal. The Man - Oregon City Sessions

Birdy - Young Heart

Upcoming Albums 

Artist Highlight: Silk Sonic 
By Sasha Tarabrin

 
April 2021:

1) Air Jordan 1 Zoom CMFT “Stadium Green”

2) Air Jordan 1 Zoom CMFT “To My First Coach”

3) Air Jordan 4 Retro “White Oreo”

4) Reebok Instapump Fury OG “Hyper Purple”

5) Nike Dunk High “Game Royal”

6) Air Jordan 1 AJKO “Chicago”

7) Nike Air More Uptempo “Renowned Rhythm”

8) Nike Dunk Low “Michigan”

9) Nike Dunk Low “Spartan Green”

10) Nike Air Force 1 CO.JP “Acorn”

11) sacai x Nike Blazer Low “Magma Orange”

12) adidas Yeezy 350 V2 “Mono Light”

13) Nike Air Max 90 PRM “Light Smoke Grey”

14) KAWS x sacai x Nike Blazer Low

15) Nike Dunk Low WMNS “Light Soft Pink”

2) (Highs & Lows)

Upcoming Sneaker Drops 

15) 1)

5)

63rd Annual Grammy Awards
By Sasha Tarabrin 

The 63rd Annual Grammy Awards was held on Sunday, March 
14th. The night was hosted by The Daily Show’s Trevor Noah 
and included star-studded performances from Megan Thee 
Stallion, DaBaby, Harry Styles, and Bruno Mars w/ Anderson. 
Paak. The show was held at the STAPLES Center in Los Ange-
les and celebrities were able to attend. 

It was a big night for women with Megan Thee Stallion, Billie 
Eilish, Beyoncé, and Taylor Swift all winning awards in major 
categories. Beyoncé, nominated for ten and winning four, broke 
the record for most Grammy wins with her 28th award. She 
also holds three other records, including the most nominations 
for any female artist and the most Grammy wins in one night, 
which she shares with Adele. Beyoncé’s daughter, Blue Ivy 
Carter, won the award for Best Music Video making her one of 
the youngest people ever to win a Grammy. Overall, the night 
was a huge success (despite The Weeknd’s vicious snub) and 
it was good to see how the show would unfold. 
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JUNIOR HIGH

News
Bella June Chesnutwood, Shawna Spangler, Noah Stultz, Garret Ja-

cobs. Gracyn Bittner
Sports

Rocco Hagan, Vayda Korenoski, Colton Shippey, Dakota Titus, Ethan 
Coulter

Features
Elanor Luscher, Ember Seymour, Micheala Gindlesperger, Rylan Hille-

gass, Dylan Tercek, Jason Vandiford
Society

Charlotte Worst, Addison Lasure, Donovan Dadura, Rydell Walylko, 
Emily Purdy, Landyn Robinson

Celebrated on March 17, Saint Patrick’s Day is known as the 
holiday in March that celebrates Irish heritage and culture. 
However, not many people know the true reason Saint 
Patrick is celebrated to this day. Saint Patrick lived during the 
fifth century and became the patron Saint of Ireland. He was 
captured at his birthplace of Roman Britain.  He was sent to 
Ireland as a slave when he was 16. Later, he escaped and fled. 
Saint Patrick came back to Ireland and brought Christianity 
with him.

After his death, people continued to remember his legacy. 
One of his teachings is the symbolism of the three-leaf clover. 
The shamrock explains the holy trinity: God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit. The first Saint Patrick’s Day parade happened 
in America at a Spanish colony, now St. Augustine, Florida. 
It happened on March 17, 1600. Again in 1771, soldiers in 
the British army marched home to celebrate Saint Patrick’s 
Day.  Other parades started in Boston and New York City. It 
happened on March 17, 1600. Again in 1771, soldiers in the 
British army marched home to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day. 
Other parades started in Boston and New York City. During 
the 1800s, people started “Irish Aid” organizations made up 
of immigrants full of patriotism. The parades had bagpipes, 
drums, and decorated streets. In 1848, several Irish Aid orga-
nizations decided to work together to make one of the oldest 
and largest civilian organized parades, known as The New 
York City St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

Over three million people line the streets and 150,000 
participants play the bagpipes, sing, dance, and march. Also, 
in Chicago in 1962, scientists wanted to dye the river to find 
illegal sewage discharges and decided to dye it green on St. 
Patrick’s Day and it became a tradition that still happens 
today.

In the case that I were to find a leprechaun, what 
would I do? Does anyone really know what they 
would do? In case you don’t know, tales of these 
little creatures started around the 8th century. 

They are supposedly around two to three feet tall. 
In order for them to hide from humans, they are 
known to run around in caves underground, or 
in tree trunks. They are associated with the name 
“shoemaker”. This is where their iconic pots of 
gold associate from. With that being said, let’s get 
into what I would do if I were to find a leprechaun. 
Since leprechauns are supposed to be lucky I would 
probably carry mine  around all of the time, just in 
case. With a leprechaun I would go to the store and 
buy chocolate coins. I would give them to the lep-
rechaun to see if he likes chocolate or money more. 
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The Rise of Girls’ Hockey
By Ethan Coulter and Emily Purdy

Girls have been playing sports for many years, 
but the latest sport that many girls are learning to 
play is hockey. Hockey is one of the fastest grow-
ing sports for girls.  The Johnstown Warriors 
have just started a girls’ league a few years ago 
and it is thriving. The team has had a great season 
so far with eight wins, three losses, and one tie. 
Many girls have not only started their own teams, 
but they have also started joining teams that were 
originally all boys. For example, the 12-U John-
stown Warriors team, coached by Ryan Krinjeck, 
has 17 boys, and 2 girls on the team. Even though 
they have not had the best season, they are still 
working together as a team. Hockey is a very 
tough and competitive sport. However, it is very 
exciting to the girls and boys that have played it 
for years.


