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The Rotary Interact Club hosted a Can Crush fundraiser. 
All proceeds benefited the Conemaugh Township family 
who recently lost their house in a fire. The fundraiser was 
easy: bring in cans!
Kadiya Lingenfelter commented, “This is a great way to 
help a family in our community who sadly lost many memo-
ries.  The Rotary Interact Club encouraged anyone to bring 
in any cans to help out a family in our community.”
Cans that were allowed to be brought in included soda, 
iced coffees, energy drinks, sparkling water, and anything 
aluminum with a pull tab.
All donations were collected until January 17th.

It’s beginning to sound a lot like the musical season, cheer-
ful voices are everywhere! The Conemaugh Township mu-
sic department kicked off the start of musical season this 
month, and for those who do not know what that means 
-CT’s musicals are legendary. Conemaugh Township’s
musicals feature some of the brightest and most talented
singers and dancers in CT show business. Months of hard
work and dedication go into making Conemaugh Town-
ship’s musical a must-see performance. The music depart-
ment announced the musical performance chosen for 2020
would be ‘Guys and Dolls’.  Auditions were held and the
cast lists were posted. Students and staff wasted no time
preparing for show night, which will take place at the end of
March. Conemaugh Township has a very involved student
body and supportive community. Students from grades 7th
through 12th are encouraged to take part in this magical
event. Aside from the cast itself, students can volunteer
for stage crew, which spans a wide variety of categories.
From constructing the scenes, painting, makeup, or spe-
cial effects, there is something for everyone to take part
in. Conemaugh Township senior Lexi Mankamyer says,
“Musical is something everyone should try at least once.
We are all just like one big family, it’s truly an experience
you cannot find anywhere else.” The Conemaugh Township
community can barely stand the anticipation of having just
two months until the show hits the stage and neither can
the Conemaugh Township cast itself! 

Can Drive
By Bella Dadura

The Start of Musical Season
By Brianna Saylor

Rhegan Henry holds up a can she picked up during 
the Rotary Interact road clean - up day. 
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Should We Have Enrichment?
By Megan Walerysiak

Here at Conemaugh Township, we have what is 
called enrichment every week, Monday through 
Wednesday. During enrichment, all of the students 
are forced to read a book, and they are not allowed to 
leave the classroom. I personally believe enrichment 
should be altered. I think it is a waste of the student’s 
time and also the teacher’s time.

Enrichment would not be such a big problem for a lot 
of students if we would be permitted to do homework. 
The only thing we are allowed to do in enrichment 
is to read a book. After a long day of learning and 
working on assignments, the last thing most students 
want to do is read a book.  Most of the students at 
Conemaugh Township have after school activities 
and a large, and sometimes overwhelming, amount 
of homework. I, personally, have dance classes 3 
nights a week and also musical practice after school 
and on weekends. It would be a lot easier to get my 
homework done if we were allowed to do it in enrich-
ment. How can the school encourage the students to 
get involved in sports or activities after school, if they 
also give us way too much homework and no time to 
work on it in school?

There is a simple solution to this enrichment problem: 
let the students do homework. If the school allows us 
to do homework, everyone’s grades would improve, 
and more people would be involved in after school 
activities.  

Although I think the most valuable thing to do is 
eliminate Enrichment, there would be a few students 
who would just waste that potential time. If the school 
allows us to do homework, everyone’s grades would 
improve, and more people would be involved in after 
school activities.  

When Should We Have Snow Days?
By Sarah Favreau

We have not had any snow days this winter. We have 
not even had a delay! There have been days this year 
that we most definitely could have used a delay, if not 
a cancelation. Why not implement them if they do not 
penalize us? We have 3 snow make-up days. They 
are put into our school calendar for a reason. If the 
weather is bad, I would rather miss a day of school 
and have to make it up later than putting myself at 
risk while driving in the bad weather. 

Most people in the junior class are relatively new 
drivers. Many have just recently obtained their drivers 
license. For most, this is their first winter they have 
been able to drive. This makes driving in the winter 
weather even scarier than it already is. Not only is 
it scarier, but it is also more dangerous;  less winter 
driving experience increases the probability of an 
accident occurring.  Also, a lot of people who drive to 
school live on roads that are not always plowed in the 
mornings. For example, my road does not get plowed 
until after I leave for school and after the school bus 
goes down the road. I know many other people in the 
school face this problem.  An unplowed road can be 
very problematic because it can hide many problems, 
like ice or slick spots. This is when we need a delay. 
It is better to be safe and call a two-hour delay than 
to force students, parents, teachers, and bus drivers 
out into bad driving conditions. Two-hour delays do 
not take away much; sure, the teachers lose about 15 
minutes of instruction time, but at least it still counts 
as a day.  More importantly, delays allow everyone to 
arrive to school on time and safely.

When the roads are not plowed and they are covered 
in snow and/or ice, we should be given a delay. If 
the roads are still not better by the time the two-hour 
delay is up, then we should get a cancelation. I think 
that this is a valid point in ensuring the safety of the 
CT staff and students. A two-hour delay does not 
affect snow days, and it is better to have a snow day 
than to force everyone out into dangerous weather 
conditions.  A day of school can always be made up, 
but an accident can never be reversed. 

Disclaimer
The opinions stated in the Editorial section of the Contownian 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the entire Contownian 
staff. 
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Chloe Shaulis slices through the defense, and puts 
up a shot.

Austin Blackner competes in an all-day wrestling 
tournament at North Star.

The varsity cheerleaders perform their new 
half-time routine.
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Athletes...
Ryan Kaltreider, son of Jennifer and Richard Kaltreider 
in Davidsville, PA,  is a well - rounded student with 
talent in the activities he is involved in. Ryan has par-
ticipated in Track & Field for four years. In Track, he 
lettered three times, and he won the D5 championship 
along with his team. Ryan also played soccer for three 
years, and he lettered three times. Along with lettering, 
Ryan has received the “player of the game award.” 
Additionally, Ryan is involved in many extra-curricular 
activities including SON Club, SADD Club, Rotary, NHS, 
Spanish Club, Student Council, 
choir & band, and the musical. 

Outside of school, Ryan enjoys 
spending his time supporting 
other teams within the school 
while being a Township Rowdie. 

After high school, his future plan 
includes attending a four-year 
university for a bachelor degree 
in computer engineering.

Ryan Kaltreider

On Friday, January 24th, the Windber boys and girls 
basketball teams made the trip to Davidsville to face our 
Indians. The Indians lost both games previously at Wind-
ber earlier in the year. The stage was set for Friday Night 
basketball, and the crowd did not disappoint. 

The night began with the girls’ game. Our Indian girls 
came ready to play, leaving the score at the end of the 
1st at 8-6 in favor of the Ramblers. The Indians struggled 
defensively in the 2nd quarter, allowing the Ramblers to 
outscore them 20-11 before the half. The girls came out of 
the half a little sluggish, only scraping together 7 points in 
the 3rd. But they did not give up in the fourth, scoring 12 to 
the Ramblers 18. The final score was 63-36 in favor of the 
Ramblers. Alyssa Nail scored 9 points in the outing. Lizzy 
Smith, Chloe Shaulis, and Hannah Swank all contributed 7 
points. The Lady Indians record is now 7-7. 

The boys’ game followed the girls. The Indians came out 
slow in the first, allowing Windber to score 21 points, and 
only putting together 15. During the second quarter, how-
ever, the Indians found their stride. Scoring came easier, 
shots were made, and the Indians looked more like them-
selves. Tyler Poznanski picked up Townships first technical 
foul of the season, followed very shortly by a technical foul 
on the Ramblers, resulting in the disqualification of Wind-
ber senior Kobe Charney. The Indians outscored the Ram-
blers 21-10 in the 2nd, leaving the score at 36-31 in favor 
of Township at halftime. The Indians came out very slow 
in the 3rd quarter allowing Windber to score 10 straight 
unanswered points to start - a defensive failure that the 
Indians would not be able to recover from.  Junior, Cam-
eron Stumpf, and Senior, Evan Brenneman, both fouled 
out in the final two minutes. The Ramblers outscored the 
Indians just 16-15 in the 4th to seal the game, leaving the 
final score at 64-59. Tyler Poznanski led the Tribe with 25 
points, followed by Ethan Williams with 16. The Indians 
record is 10-6, they play again on Wednesday, January 
29th, at Portage. 

Friday Night Showdown 
By Cameron Stumpf

Rifle 
By Gillian Berloffe

The Conemaugh Township Rifle Team had a strong 
comeback after their first loss of the season to Ever-
ett on January 23rd by two points.  

The team defeated Somerset on January 27th with 
a score of 1377 to 1083.  The top five shooters were 
Logan Marisa with 282, Ruby Korenoski with 281, 
Haley Fetterman with 276,  Gillian Berloffe with 271, 
and Kate Weakland with 267. 

 The JV team also gained a win, shooting a 273 
compared to Somerset’s 252.  The top three shoot-
ers were Isaac Boring with 92, Gabi Klingenburg 
with 91, and Ally Forish with 90.
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In 6th grade, we got a new class pet. We all had to 
write down a type of pet we wanted. Half of the grade 
wanted a chameleon and the other half wanted a 
land tortoise. After that, Mrs. Wilson had us vote on 
the computers on January 10th. On January 13th, 
we all arrived at school and didn’t know that the new 
class pet arrived. When the class got to Mrs. Wilson’s 
room, we were all surprised to see the new pet. The 
new class pet is a female land tortoise named Toni.

The rifle team has done very well so far. Nathaniel 
Denault and Kyle Wirick are two students new to the 
rifle team this year. They each gave opinions on their 
first year on the team. Nathaniel Denault stated, “So 
far it’s been a wonderful learning experience.” Kyle 
Wirick says, “It is very interesting and a good learning
experience.” 

So far the team has only lost one match. They look 
forward to winning more matches and hope to have a 
fun time while doing it. Students interested in partici-
pating in rifle may begin in 9th grade. 

What Is The Little Contownian?
The Little Contownian is a part of The Contownian 
that is written entirely by Middle Schoolers.  Students 
learn how to write articles, interview sources, and 
improve grammar.  Meetings are held in the Publi-
cations Office directly across from Room 225 during 
homeroom.  If you or someone you know are inter-
ested in joining, contact Gillian Berloffe or Hannah 
Davis. 

New Class Pet
By Maya Denault and Addie Miller

Rifle
By Maya Denault and Rourie Stankan

DJ Bambino examines the new class pet, Toni.

Kaden Valentine watches Toni, the new class pet, 
with interest.

January 2020
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Senior Yearbook Photo Deadline Set
Formal senior portraits for the “Senior Section” of the year-
book are due no later than Friday, March 6th, 2020.  You 
will be called to the Publications Office during the week of 
March 8th to approve your yearbook selection.  If you are 
planning on substituting a picture of your own, you will be 
made aware at this time of any substitutions that will be 
accepted.  Students not photographed by this time will be 
photographed by a staff photographer.  NO EXCEPTIONS 
WILL BE MADE FOR ANY PICTURES ACCEPTED AFTER 
MARCH 6TH!

Ordering Yearbooks
Don’t forget to order your yearbooks! Yearbooks can 
be ordered online on the Herff Jones site at 
yearbookordercenter.com
HS CODE: 13159 MS CODE: 19683

Telephone Numbers
Administrative Office
Superintendent.............Thomas Kakabar...................479-7575
Business Manager......Regina Rembold.....................479-7431
Food Service Director....Adam Thomas.......................479-2328
Director of Curriculum....Stacy Dabbs...........................479-7575

Middle/High School 6-12
Principal......................James Foster...........................479-4014
Guidance Counselors......Kelly Birkhimer and Kara Borsa...479-7886
School Nurse.................Cassey DeBiase....................479-2324
Athletic Director..............Jarod Feathers......................479-4014

School Calendar
The following dates are subject to change

February 17.......................Act 80 Day- No School for Students
March 20 .............................Act 80 Early Dismissal at 12:00
March 23........................................................Snow Makeup Day #2
March 25.......................................End of Third Nine Weeks
April 2...................................................Report Cards Issued
April 8...........................................One-Hour Early Dismissal
April 10-13....................................................Easter Vacation

8.

NEWS/ FEATURES WRAP UP

Every year, Conemaugh Township takes a day off 
of school to recognize Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  
Many people do not understand the history behind 
this day.  Martin Luther King Jr. was a leader and 
and fantastic orator.  He is famous for several 
of his speeches, including his “I have a dream” 
speech. 

Luther was a Baptist minister and social rights 
activist in the United States during the 1950s and 
‘60s. He was a leader of the American civil rights 
movement.  Martin Luther King Jr. spread his 
ideas and opinions through nonviolence and civil 
disobedience.  He organized a number of peaceful 
protests as head of the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference, including the famous March 
on Washington.  He was assassinated on April 4, 
1968.

On November 3, 1983, President Ronald Reagan 
signed a bill, marking the third Monday of every 
January as Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The holiday 
began in 1986.  We, as Americans, have celebrat-
ed it ever since, and we will continue to celebrate 
it for years to come. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
By McKensi Statler
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Brittney Snyder is the daughter of Robin and James 
Snyder who resides in the town of Hollsopple.

Brittney plays for the Varsity Lady Indians soccer team 
and has lettered all three years she played. She also 
lettered in Cheer and Track. 

Academically, Brittney is involved in the SADD club, 
SON club, Grill team, Rotary Interact, FCA, Yearbook 
Editor, Tribetime mentor, Editor of the Tribe, and has 
been on the Honor Roll every 
year.

In her spare time, Brittney en-
joys eating sushi, shopping, and 
doing anything involved with her 
friends and family.

Brittney’s future plans consist 
of attending UPJ and majoring 
in Early Childhood Education, 
while also minoring in Special 
Education. Brittney Snyder

The sports world was cut deep with sorrow in the early 
afternoon of Sunday, January 26th. Breaking news had 
surfaced that NBA legend, Kobe Bryant, had passed away 
suddenly at the age of 41. Many were led to believe that 
it was a hoax or a joke, but when CNN reported one hour 
later on the story, it became all too real for not only sports 
fans, but the entire world. 

To make this tragedy worse, Gianna, Bryant’s 13 year old 
daughter, also died in the crash as well, with seven other 
people. Bryant and Gianna were on their way to basketball 
practice, at the Mamba Academy. It was Kobe’s facility; it 
was Kobe’s team. They were traveling with the pilot, anoth-
er teammate, and her father along with 4 other passengers 
when the helicopter crashed in the early afternoon of the 
26th. Kobe coached all four of his daughters’ basketball 
teams. He was nothing short of a loving family man. He 
loved all four of his daughters immensely, but his bond with 
Gianna was very strong. They will both be remembered 
fondly and dearly missed. 

Bryant was recently passed up on the night of January 25th 
on the NBA All-Time Scoring List. LeBron James moved 
into third place, dropping Bryant at 4th. Kobe was sure to 
congratulate LeBron via social media as soon as his record 
was taken. 

Bryant played 20 seasons in the NBA, all for the Los 
Angeles Lakers. He won 5 NBA championships with the 
Lakers. He was awarded Finals MVP twice. He took home 
the league MVP award once and was selected as an NBA 
all-star 16 times. 

The “Black Mamba” will be dearly missed. The loss of 
Gianna is truly gut wrenching. Legends never die and the 
Mamba Mentality, and his ferocious competitive spirit, will 
be remembered forever. 

Kobe Bryant and daughter 

Mourning The Mamba
By Cameron Stumpf

Ruby Korenoski, the team's captain, said,” I am really 
excited for the rest of the season, and I am expecting 
more victories in the future.”

Ruby Korenoski preparing to take her next shot 
at the rifle match on January 28, 2020.           
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Here at Conemaugh Township, everyone knows who the 
Township Rowdies are. Every student loves to come out 
to sporting events here at Conemaugh Township and be a 
part of the Rowdy section. But does anyone know how the 
Rowdies were started? 

The junior and senior classes started up the Rowdies in 
2002. That basketball season is when the Rowdies really 
grew. Every game that year there was a huge student 
section, which led our team to victory. The boys’ basket-
ball team won the District V title for the first time in twelve 
years; the Rowdies just continued to grow after that. The 
boy’s team went to on the third round of the state play-
offs and every student became a Rowdy. Mr. Byer says, 
“When I came back to teach here, I was glad to see the 
Rowdies are still a tradition. I told a couple students that 
the Rowdies started when I went here. I was very happy 
to see the tradition was still here.” Instead of the dress 
up themes we have now, the Rowdies would wear mostly 
black shirts they had made. The cheerleaders were a big 
help to the Rowdies section, starting up cheers we all still 
use today. Ever since that basketball season, the Row-
dies continued to support Conemaugh Township at every 
sporting event.

As the years go on, the Rowdies continue to be a positive 
influence on all sports teams. Mr. Byer also adds, “You 
guys are lucky to have such a good support system for the 
home games.” This tradition will continue to grow here at 
Conemaugh Township and will lead us to victory.

Sheri (Horner) Zambanini graduated in 1990 from 
Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School.  
After graduating, she furthered her education with a 
CADD associate’s degree from Triangle Tech, bach-
elor’s degree from the University of Pitt at Johnstown 
in Secondary Mathematics Education, and master’s 
degree in Education from Indiana at Wesleyan.  She 
is now an algebra teacher at Ligonier Valley Middle 
School - sharing her knowledge to upcoming genera-
tions.

While attending Conemaugh Township, Sheri participat-
ed in the musicals by working “behind the scenes” with 
the makeup crew.  She also helped Marya Pepoy on the 
sidelines of the football games as a student trainer.

Mrs. Zambanini said, “The atmosphere at Conemaugh 
Township was very much the same as it is today, with 
respect to the small school environment where every-
body knows most, if not all, students, teachers, and 
administrators.”

Sheri’s favorite subject in high school was math.  This is 
why she is an algebra teacher. Her favorite teacher was 
Mr. Kendig.

In regards to her high school memories, Sheri stated, 
“School spirit was very strong.”

Mrs. Zambanini 
currently lives in Je-
rome, PA, with her 
family.  She added, 
“The atmosphere 
of a small school, 
strong school spirit, 
and community 
connections is what 
helped Tony and 
I decide that this 
was the educational 
experience that we 
would choose for 
our children.  In fact, we moved a few months before 
our oldest child
Ali started kindergarten to ensure this was the case.” 

All of her children, Ali, Kyle, Daniel, and Maggie, have 
since graduated from Conemaugh Township Area High 
School. 

Alumni Of the Month...

The History of The Rowdies...
By Peyton Thomas

Sheri Zambanini
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Winter Traditions 
By Sarah Favreau

Winter is a magical season.  Everyone has ways 
to enjoy the cold months through their own winter 
traditions.  In winter, you can do a variety of fun and 
exciting things. It is the season of wearing warm 
sweaters, beanies, scarves, and snow boots. It is the 
time of year where ice hugs tree branches, and the 
snow blankets the Earth.  

As kids, playing in the snow was one of the best parts
of winter. Why not keep that tradition going? Sled rid-
ing is a great way to have fun with your friends, and 
you can burn calories to ensure that your New Year’s 
resolution of getting fit will not flop this year.  Sled 
riding is not the only winter activity, though.  Making 
snow angels, having a snow ball fight, or going skiing 
are also great ways to have fun over the next couple 
months.  

Being outside in the cold is not for everyone.  Some 
people prefer to stay inside and block out the chill-
ing air.  No worries though, there are so many indoor 
activities to keep you occupied.  Some entertaining 
indoor activities are making cookies, warming up 
hot cocoa, and watching movies while curled up in 
a warm blanket. You can also invite friends over to 
hang out and make friendship bracelets.  

Another tradition is decorating for the winter sea-
son. Decorating always brings joy to peoples’ hearts. 
Grab your snowmen and snowflakes and take down 
the old Christmas decorations. You can also go out 
shopping with your family or friends and treat your-
self. Winter is only going to last for another 2-3 
months.  What are you waiting for?  Start your own 
winter traditions, get out, and have fun! 

National Thank You Month 
By Brynlyn Berkey

As we start the new year there are many things to 
consider such as what are your goals for the new 
year?  Did you make a list?  While setting goals is 
a good starter, one thought many skip over is being 
thankful for all that you have.  There is so much to be
thankful for, and with January being National Thank 
You Month, it gives you the perfect opportunity to 
express your gratitude. 

One way to celebrate National Thank You Month 
is to write thank you letters to loved ones. While a 
text or call is nice there is nothing like sending your 
gratitude with a heartfelt handwritten letter.  After 
you write this lettter, you then have the opportunity 
to spice it up.  You could bake homeade treats to go 
along with your letter, or you could purchase some of 
your loved one’s favorite treats.  Even if you do not 
add something extra to your letter, the recipient will 
adore it, and you will feel great, because you made 
someone’s day.

While you may be thankful for the people in your life, 
there are many other things to be thankful for.  You 
could take some time out of your day and journal 
about all of the things that you feel blessed to have. 
Journaling is a great way to get things off your chest 
and it allows you to vent how you are feeling - without 
consequence.  Whether you are feeling happy, sad, 
or in this case grateful, journaling is always a great 
option.  

With the start of the new year there are many oppor-
tunities.  Why not start the year off right by express-
ing how thankful you are for what you have?  National
Thank You Month is the perfect opportunity to let your
loved ones know how grateful you are to have them 
in your life.  So what are you waiting for?  Get cozy, 
and start writing. 
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