
ContownianT h e

News Magazine
Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School  December 2019  Volume 82  Number 4

Special

Holiday IssueHoliday Issue
The Conemaugh Township Middle/High School visited 
the Beth Sholom Synagogue in Westmont on Novem-
ber 8th, 2019. It was organized by Jennifer Custer, 
Conemaugh Township High School’s Global Studies, So-
ciology, and Psychology teacher. The students were wel-
comed by Beth Sholom’s rabbi, Irvin Brandwein. Kadiya 
Lingenfelter, one of the students who attended the trip, 
said, “It was such a great learning experience and the 
congregation was welcoming. I highly recommend.”
The students attended a Jewish service and were given 
the opportunity to wear yarmulkes. The rabbi spoke in 
Hebrew throughout the service, and everyone could par-
ticipate in the hymns. After the service, the synagogue’s 
congregation answered questions over food and bever-
ages.
The rabbi emphasized that anyone is welcome, even if 
you do not practice the Jewish faith. “It is such a differ-
ent type of experience, but I have definitely considered 
returning in the future” said student Tyler Poznanski.

Feliz Navidad! Merry Christmas! The Conemaugh Town-
ship Spanish Club sold candy grams the week before 
Christmas break. Candy grams were open for purchase to 
all CT students, and were great Christmas gifts for friends. 
The best part is they were just one dollar! All the proceeds 
will benefit developing countries in Latin America. 
The CT Spanish Club has teamed up with Heifer Interna-
tional, a Christian based company. Their goal is to provide 
funds for the purchase of livestock and water filtration 
systems. The CT Spanish Club has also graciously offered 
to match the proceeds made from the candy gram fund-
raiser, meaning the charitable cause will receive double the 
amount of proceeds.
Jackie Honkus, a member of the Spanish Club said, “The 
opportunities in which we have had the ability to help so 
many other people struggling for things as simple as clean 
water, has been tremendously rewarding. It has really 
made me so humbled and grateful for the things I have 
access to every day.” 
On behalf of all the Conemaugh Township students and 
staff, we would like to wish everyone a muy feliz Navidad! 
A very merry Christmas!

New Experiences
By Taya Thomas

Giving for the Holidays
By Brianna Saylor
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Why Snow is a Blessing 
By Brynlyn Berkey

As we approach the end of the year, there are many 
things to look forward to such as the cool weather 
and gradual change of the trees. The once green 
external shades of the trees will start morphing into a 
dramatic display of bronze, bright gold, orange, and 
crimson. While many are absorbed in savoring this 
type of atmosphere, there are also those who are ac-
counting for what is to follow: the snow.  Whether you 
love or hate it, there is nothing stopping the snow 
from coming after that last leaf falls. Although many 
argue on how desirable snow is, there are many ben-
efits of having it around.

The first benefit is that snow cover functions as 
an excellent insulator of the soil. Without a lay-
er of freshly fallen snow, the soil wouldn’t be able 
to withstand the freezing temperatures that winter 
brings. Some of the damage could even go so far 
as destroying the roots of trees and shrubbery that 
may be around the area. While snow does help soil 
as an insulator, it also helps conserve soil moisture. 
If all that isn’t enough to convince you, there is also 
the biggest benefit of all: it looks beautiful on any 
landscape.  The brilliant white shade makes colors of 
bark on trees stand out as well as a soft layer upon 
each rooftop. Snow can just bring so much joy to 
everyone, whether you are big or small. Also, who 
doesn’t want a white Christmas?

My opinion on the matter is to embrace it, and enjoy 
the gift that God has given us. Snow is beautiful and 
winter would not be complete without it. Also, anoth-
er thing you have to consider is the location that we 
live in. If you are going to live in Western PA, you 
are bound to experience snowfall every time winter 
comes around. If it truly bothers you, move to a state 
with a warmer climate; do not constantly complain 
about it and ruin it for those who love it.

A possible solution to those who despise snow is 
to help them realize all the benefits of having the 
delightful white fluff around. I understand it is quite 
annoying to have to dust your car off in the mornings 
when the last thing you want is to embrace the cold, 
but honestly, it is worth those five minutes to be able 
to witness the blessing that is called snow. 

I think that as a society, we have put too much 
importance on things that don’t matter during the 
Christmas season. We spend hours online and in 
stores trying to find the perfect gift for everyone 
on our list. Then, we spend more time wrapping all 
of our new purchases. We feel like decorating the 
house and the tree is just another thing that needs 
to get done on our to-do list. 

Through all of this, we forget all the joys of Christ-
mas-everything that makes this time of year so 
special.  The joys of Christmas are found not in the 
gifts, but in the people.  Fellowshipping with people, 
whether it be around the table, while baking Christ-
mas cookies, decorating the tree, or just relaxing 
around the fire, is the most important part of the 
season.

 So, this Christmas season, find your joy not in 
material things, but in people.  We never know how 
much time we have left with the people that mean 
the most to us; we need to treasure every moment 
we are given. 

The True Joys of Christmas
By Morgan Showalter

The Contownian Staff wishes 
you a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!
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Taya Thomas gives back this holiday season by helping 
decorate Laurel View Village with the Rotary Club.

Mary Swank and her 
date share a smile at the 
Christmas Dance.

Aaron Kaufman plays his 
saxophone at the Senior 
High Winter Concert.

Bryce Maldet and Jack Stringent sing out “Celebrate” 
at the Senior High Winter Concert.
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Athletes...
Evan Brenneman, son of Todd and Chelsea Brenneman 
resides in Thomas Mills, PA. Evan Brenneman is a tal-
ented athlete and also excels in the classroom.  Athleti-
cally, Brenneman is a 3-year letterman in soccer, and a 
Somerset County- All County Second Team member. For 
basketball, he is a 2-year lettermen, 2 time D5 runner up, 
member of the State Playoff’s Sweet Sixteen, WestPac 
Champ, WestPac Allstar Team, and the Ron Davidson 
Tournament Champion. For track and field, Brennemann 
is a three-year lettermen, 3-year D5 
place winner, and WestPac Team 
Champion.

Outside of school, Evan enjoys hunt-
ing, fishing, and spending time with 
his family.

After High School, Evan is looking to 
pursue a career that is satisfying and 
rewarding. 

Evan Brenneman

The NBA is known for their annual games on Christmas 
Day every year. This year’s NBA Christmas games will 
mark the 72nd year, with games dating back to the 1960s. 
People love watching these games and the NBA continues 
to grow and get more popular year by year, making the 
tradition even more special to watch every Christmas Day.

The games for this 2019-2020 NBA Christmas games 
open with the Boston Celtics playing the Toronto Raptors 
at 12:25 P.M. Following that game, the Milwaukee Bucks 
go against the Philadelphia 76ers at 2:30 P.M. Next, the 
Houston Rockets vs. the Golden State Warriors at 5:30 
P.M. Then, the Los Angeles Clippers play the Los Angeles
Lakers at 8 P.M. Lastly, to close the NBA games will be
the New Orleans Pelicans against the Denver Nuggets at
10:30 P.M.

These games are getting more and more intense and 
enjoyable to watch every year that they keep the tradition 
alive. It is the 72nd year doing the matchups on Christmas 
and it continues to grow. Sport enthusiasts love to sit down 
and watch these games and it brings families closer togeth-
er. Carson Huber stated, “I watch these games every year 
and I love them.” Kodie Divins later stated, “These games 
are the best and I just love watching them with my family 
every year.” The NBA Christmas Day games are loved by 
so many and will be a tradition kept alive for many years 
yet to come.

    Americans love two things: sports to watch and 
consumables they can buy. Often, people buy these 
goods in order to show their unbreakable allegiance 
to their beloved teams that carry them to glorious 
championships and season full of excitement. How-
ever, these organizations that provide us with excit-
ing content every year could be in danger. This is due 
to the ongoing conflict between China and the Unit-
ed States regarding trade. Chinese Tariffs, in their 
simplest form, are taxes paid by American companies 
in order to import goods. Goods are manufactured 
in China for cheap, but American companies like the 
NCAA must pay tariffs to obtain these goods. And 
one may ask, if the goods from China are so cheap, 
the tariffs shouldn’t be much of a problem. This was 
true in the past, but China is raising their prices rap-
idly, and everything is getting more expensive. 
    The Chinese Tariffs are rising rapidly.  Many Amer-
icans don’t actually realize how much of our beloved 
goods are from our counterparts over the Pacific. The 
US imports over $560 billion worth of Chinese goods 
annually. This is more than 21% of all goods imported 
to the US. As far as our precious clothing and dec-
orations to support our teams, the prices are due to 
heavily increase. Team licensed hats and jackets are 
subject to a 30% increase in prices. Shirts and jersey 
will be affected by a lesser 15% raise. These items 
are already expensive, with most jerseys ranging 
from $85.00-$120.00. 

NBA Christmas Games
By Tyler Poznanski

The Effect of Chines Tariffs on College 
Athletics
By Cameron Stumpf
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Junior High Writers 

The Indians Junior High Wrestling Team’s first match was 
held on December 12th at 6:00 pm. This match was held at 
home. They have been preparing since November 18th for 
their season. 

Before their first match, Junior High wrestler, Tristen Haw-
kins, says, “I think I will have a pretty good season.” He has 
been wrestling  since he was a child, since kindergarten to 
be exact, and he loves wrestling. “I also think our team is 
well prepared for matches.” They have been practicing for 
several weeks now. The results of their match was 30-39. 
Their next match will be next week. 

All in all, the Junior High Wrestling Team is looking forward 
to their season. So far, they have lost their first match, but 
they are working toward a good season. 

Junior High Wrestling Prep
By Gia Bambino

Junior High Girl’s Basketball Prep
By Lily Griffith

This year’s winter middle school sports are filled with many 
teams, one of them being Girls’ Basketball. The entire 
team is excited for the season.

The Girl’s Junior High Basketball is starting up and Mea 
Rouser is excited for this year. When asked how she thinks 
this year is going to go, she said, “I think we’re going to do 
really well. We’ve played with most of the girl’s before, from 
East Hills.” So far they have had around 15 practices to get 
ready for the season. “I love it. We all get along well and 
there hasn’t been any fights between us. I am looking 
forward to playing with all of them.” said Mea Rouser. 

Gia Bambino 

Lily Griffith
December 2019
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Senior Yearbook Photo Deadline Set
Formal senior portraits for the “Senior Section” of the 
yearbook are due no later than Friday, January 31st, 
2020.  You will be called to the Publications Office 
during the week of January 6th to approve your year-
book selection.  If you are planning on substituting a 
picture of your own, you will be made aware at this time 
of any substitutions that will be accepted.  Students not 
photographed by this time will be photographed by a 
staff photographer.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE 
NOR ANY PICTURES ACCEPTED AFTER JANUARY 
31ST, 2020!

Telephone Numbers
Administrative Office
Superintendent.............Thomas Kakabar...................479-7575
Business Manager......Regina Rembold.....................479-7431
Food Service Director....Adam Thomas.......................479-2328
Director of Curriculum....Stacy Dabbs...........................479-7575

Middle/High School 6-12
Principal......................James Foster...........................479-4014
Guidance Counselors......Kelly Birkhimer and Kara Borsa...479-7886
School Nurse.................Cassey DeBiase....................479-2324
Athletic Director..............Jarod Feathers......................479-4014

School Calendar

The following dates are subject to change

January 1.........New Year’s Day, Last Day of Christmas Break
January 17...........................Act 80 Early Dismissal at 12:00  
January 20..........................Martin Luther King Day Vacation
January 21.........End of Second Nine Week Marking Period
January 29............................................Report Cards Issued 

NEWS/FEATURES WRAP UP

Don’t forgot to order your yearbooks!  Yearbooks can be 
ordered online on the Herff Jones site at 
yearbookordercenter.com

Ordering Yearbooks

Conemaugh Township is pleased to welcome Mr. 
Tresnicky to our amazing staff of teachers.  Mr. Tres-
nicky is a 2001 graduate from Conemaugh Township. 
After high school, he attended the University of Pitt 
Johnstown, where he graduated in 2005.  Mr. Tres-
nicky then attended Pitt in 2011 to receive his Mas-
ter’s degree. 

Mr. Tresnicky teaches sixth grade math.  When asked 
why he chose this subject, he said, “I was always 
pretty good at math and really took to it during my 
elementary math methods class.”  Mr. Tresnicky does 
his best to bring a fun energy into the classroom as 
his former teacher, Mr. Fulton, did for him. Mr. Tres-
nicky recalls Mr. Fulton’s funny attitude while teach-
ing and aspires to do the same.

Mr. Tresnicky looks fondly back on high school.  
Some of his favorite activities were participating in 
football, wrestling, and going to track districts.  He 
was a very academic student, as well as athletic. 
Some of the activities Mr. Tresnicky took part in are 
National Honor Society, student council, newspaper/ 
yearbook, scholastic quiz, grill team, musicals, foot-
ball, wrestling, and track.  

Welcome Mr. Tresnicky
By Madison Showalter

This year’s winter middle school sports are filled with many 
teams, one of them being Girls’ Basketball. The entire team 
is excited for the season.

The Girl’s Junior High Basketball is starting up and Mea 
Rouser is excited for this year. When asked how she thinks 
this year is going to go, she said, “I think we’re going to 
do really well. We’ve played with most of the girl’s before, 
from East Hills.” So far they have had around 15 practices 
to get ready for the season. “I love it. We all get along well 
and there hasn’t been any fights between us. I am looking 
forward to playing with all of them.” said Mea Rouser. 

8.
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...of the Month
Lizzy Smith is the daughter of Matt Smith and Cresta 
Micik. She lives with her father in Davidsville, PA.  Lizzy 
participates in varsity basketball, which she has played 
since 9th grade. She is also a three-year letterman in 
basketball.

Lizzy participates in S.A.D.D 
club, S.O.N club, and Rotary 
club. She has been in travel 
basketball since 7th grade. 
Lizzy’s future plans are to 
apply to California University 
of Pennsylvania and Frostburg 
State University; she will go in 
as undecided.

Lizzy Smith

China is also the leading exporter of televisions, sound sys-
tems, and broadcasting services. And the prices of these 
items are due to rise about 20% as well. 
    It seems as if Americans cannot escape this inevitable 
forthcoming of increased prices. The only clear solution 
at this point is for the United States and China to come to 
some sort of compromise. How close that agreement is to 
materializing right now is unclear. But right now, one thing 
is for sure, American sports are in trouble. 

The Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team started off the season 
with a win against Meyersdale, with a score of 55-40. The 
girls had an excellent start to the season. 

Mya Poznanski lead all scores by a total of 16 points, and 
Alyssa Nail followed with a total of 14 points. Lizzy Smith 
had a total of 9 rebounds, with Chloe Shaulis adding 6. 
Head Coach Lisa Byer said, “The girls came out strong and 
finished strong. We executed our pressure defense effec-
tively and caused turnovers which lead to easy points.”

“I’m proud of the girls and their overall performance in the 
season home opener game.  It was a good win and a great 
way to start the season off. We have some things to work 
on and we will get better throughout the season.” said 
Assistant Coach Andrew Byer. 

Two of the best National Basketball Franchises, the Boston 
Celtics and Los Angeles Lakers, have had a lasting rivalry 
for nearly 7 decades. The Celtics and Lakers are the 
league’s two best teams and have been for many years 
now. The Celtics have won a total of 16 championships, 
the most by any team in NBA history. The Lakers have 
won a total of 15 championships, the second most in NBA 
history, trailing only the Boston Celtics.

Both teams have had their ups and downs over the years, 
but the 2019-2020 NBA season is showing us why the 
rivalry is so special. The Celtics are currently #2 in the 
Eastern Conference, while the Lakers are #1 in the West-
ern Conference, making the rivalry even more enjoyable 
to watch. Both teams have always been the best, and 
they are ready to show why they are the best as the new 
season kicks off.

The Boston Celtics’ most previous championship title came 
in 2008 as they defeated the #1 Los Angeles Lakers. The 
Lakers last championship came in 2010 as they defeated 
the #1 Boston Celtics. The rivalry is big and many people 
are interested to see what both teams are capable of as 
the season starts. Both teams are ready to fight and contin-
ue the rivalry that began nearly 70 years ago.

Magic Johnson boxes out Larry 
Bird in the 1984 NBA Finals.

Jayson Tatum boxes out Kyle Kuzma in 
2018 NBA regular season game

Starting With a Win
By Chloe Shaulis

Lakers and Celtics Rivalry
By Tyler Poznanski
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Christmas Dance
By Hannah Hartnett

Conemaugh Township High School hosted its annual 
Christmas Dance on December 14th. High School students 
gathered at the Ambassador’s Ballroom in Windber to 
celebrate the evening. Tenth grade class officers had the 
task of organizing the evening with help from the ballroom’s 
event coordinator. Gary Sechrengost, a biology teacher 
here at Conemaugh Township, aids the students in plan-
ning the Christmas Dance every year. When asked about 
the dance Mr. Sechrengost chuckled and described the 
evening saying, “It was a great opportunity for students to 
gather under the mistletoe, since that was the theme after 
all.” The Ambassadors Ballroom has been the dance venue 
for many years. When asking two of the tenth grade class 
officers who organized the dance, they spoke extremely 
fondly of the dance describing it as a “success”. Natalie 
Kimmel said, “The Christmas Dance went very smooth-
ly and everything worked out as we had hoped, I think 
everyone had a fun time.” Taylor Miller followed Natalie’s 
statement saying, “Everyone looked like they had a very 
good time, the ballroom decor and tickets tied in so nice-
ly with the theme of the dance that we had chosen.” She 
then stated, “Just watching everyone there having fun and 
getting pictures all dressed up at the dance made it worth 
something and very rewarding over all.” The Conemaugh 
Township Christmas Dance has been hosted for many 
years, allowing many to make lifelong memories and enjoy 
a fun evening.

Dressember
By Kadiya Lingenfelter

Imagine being a single mom without having much of a 
support system.  Some women struggle raising children on 
their own while trying to finish their high school or college 
education.  Many women struggle with a job and being 
able to provide basic needs for their families.  These are 
just a few things that an organization like Mom’s House 
can help with for many women and children. 
Mom’s House of Johnstown has helped many families and 
continues to do so with the help of volunteers and charita-
ble donations.  This December, many girls at Conemaugh 
Township Middle School/High School  volunteered to 
participate in an event called ‘Dressember.’  Girls wore 
dresses or skirts from December 9th - 20th to raise aware-
ness and collect donations to contribute all the proceeds 
for Mom’s House.  Junior, Madalyn Malicki, showed her 
support and said, “I think it is important to give back, espe-
cially during the holiday season.  Dressing up is a fun way 
for me and my friends to make a difference in someone’s 
life.”

6.

This is the fifth year of Conemaugh Township’s participa-
tion. Conemaugh Township guidance counselor, Mrs. Birkh-
imer and 11th grade English teacher, Mrs.Stankan, intro-
duced this fundraising opportunity to Conemaugh Township 
girls as they support its efforts.  Mrs.Stankan commented 
that it “raises awareness concerning the difficulties of being 
a single mom and how hard they work.”
Supporting this organization does not have to end in De-
cember.  There are many ways to contribute or volunteer. 
Search online at www.momshousejohnstown.com to find 
out how you can make a difference.

Alumni of the Month...
Angela Petree, now known as Angela Cochran, attended 
Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School 
and graduated in 1999. 
Following graduation from Conemaugh Township, Angela 
attended the University of Pittsburgh for one year before 
enlisting in the United States Army as a Signals Intelligent 
Analyst.  She was fortunate to be assigned a unit in Bad 
Aibling Station in the German state of Bavaria.  She lived 
there for two years, served in the military, and traveled 
around Europe.  She had many opportunities to work as 
a SIGINT Analyst following her enlistment, but instead 
she chose to pursue a career in education.  Angela then 
attended York College of Pennsylvania earning a Bachelor 
of Science in Secondary Math Education.
Angela currently resides in 
Somerset, Pennsylvania, with 
her husband and three children. 
 Angela took six years off from 
teaching to stay home with her 
three children.  During that time,
she earned a Master of Science 
in Curriculum & Instruction from 
St. Vincent College.  Recently, 
she started teaching part-time as 
Adjunct Professor of Mathematics 
at Penn Highlands Community 
College while still being able to stay home with her two 
younger children.  

Angela had three fa-
vorite teachers in high 
school.  They were, Mr. 
Kendig, Mr. DeBiase, 
and Mr. Horne.  She 
also had plenty of fond 
memories but her favor-
ite is her memory of the 
school spirit everyone 
had. Angela added, “It 
made school so much 
more interesting.”
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Christmas Traditions 
By Brynlyn Berkey

There are so many holidays that many people celebrate, 
each with their own unique qualities and traditions. Christ-
mas is no exception, and there is a wide variety of tradi-
tions to enjoy this holiday season. Family traditions make 
the season what it is and here are just a few option this 
Christmas season.

The first tradition to highlight is stringing lights outside. 
Many families during the season like to show Christmas 
cheer through decorating the exterior of their homes with a 
beautiful array of lights for passerby’s to see. While some 
simply put up an outline to frame the house, there are 
those who go all out for the season. Do not be intimidated 
though, you can always add on each year or even as the 
season progresses. If you are happy with your design, 
leave it. It is not a competition; just a fun tradition that adds 
joy to the season.  

Another tradition that is a favorite of many is baking Christ-
mas cookies. As the family comes together for the jolliest 
time of year, a great way to spend time with each other is 
to bake and decorate cookies. Gingerbread, candy canes, 
Christmas trees, snowmen, and many more shapes that 
need that special something can be decorated with colored 
icing. If you want to add a little competition you can even 
pretend to film your own version of dessert wars.  After you 
finish, you can gather around as a family and enjoy all the 
tasty treats everyone has created.

A more religious-based tradition is the reenactment of the 
birth of baby Jesus. Many enjoy going out as a family and 
dressing up as the biblical characters many know so well. 
Some even go as far as traveling house to house reen-
acting the journey Mary and Joseph made looking for an 
place to stay. At the end of the journey, they come upon a 
stable in which the baby, resembling Jesus, is placed in the 
manger. 

Christmas is a holiday of family coming together to cel-
ebrate the joy of the season. To do this, many partake 
in different traditions to get the Christmas spirit flowing. 
Family traditions make the season and bring people togeth-
er.  Spread a little joy and take part in a new tradition this 
Christmas season!

December 2019

The Best Christmas Lights
By Brynlyn Berkey

It is finally that time of year again when you can practical-
ly smell the peppermint in the air, and no one can blame 
you for wanting to turn on the delightful tunes that come 
along with a season favored by many.  Along with these 
tunes comes the viewing pleasure of being able to witness 
a stunning array of Christmas lights as you drive by each 
home.  Now if you wish to seek out a dramatic display 
specifically set up to blow you away, there are a few loca-
tions to visit.

The first location to take a peek at is Central Park in 
Downtown Johnstown.  Every year the town comes to-
gether for an annual parade and light-up night. What are 
they lighting up you may ask?  The answer is that of a 
36-foot tall tree.  Along with the brilliant lights on the tree,
it also includes the lights attuned to your favorite Christ-
mas songs.  The lights fluctuate to whatever tune is being
streamed at the time. If you missed light-up night itself, do
not worry, this display is left up throughout the Christmas
season for all to enjoy.

Another location to visit is the Gazebo located in Windber.  
Here, you may witness a beautifully decorated pavilion in 
which you may simply sit down and enjoy.  Not only can 
you enjoy the lights for yourself, but it is also the perfect 
location for Christmas pictures.  Whether you decide to 
bring family or friends, the gazebo is perfectly decorated 
to really show the holiday joy you may be looking for.

Christmas time is all about celebrating the joy of the 
holidays and bringing people together.  One way to do this 
and make memories is to go and see all the decorations 
such as Christmas lights.  There are many places that 
you and your family can locally visit.  Go out and visit one 
of these locations during the season to brighten up your 
Christmas.


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



