


ContownianT h e

News Magazine
Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School  April 2021  Volume 83  Number 6

Math Counts Regional Winner

Conemaugh Township seventh-grade student, Isaac 
Marsh, placed in the top five in the second regional Math 
Counts competition. He was in the top 20% of the region. 
He was then able to compete at states which were held on 
March 25th, 2021. Due to the Coronavirus, both regionals 
and states were held virtually this year. 

Mr. Rising is in charge of the Math Counts club. Only 
students in grades six through eight are allowed to partici-
pate. “Not many seventh graders place in the competitions, 
normally it is eighth-graders,” Mr. Rising said when asked 
about Isaac Marsh placing in the top five.

A New Gas Station

A new convenience store and gas station was approved 
by the Conemaugh Township supervisors last month.  The 
location of the new gas station is at the Route 219 inter-
section.  The site will be 7,000 square feet and will offer 
parking for at least 25 cars.  

The owner, Jim Moore, owns another gas station a few 
hundred yards away.  Jim already has a liquor license, so 
beer and wine can be sold at the new site.  He intends to 
relocate the fuel business of his other gas station to this 
new site.  

Township Chairman Steve Buncich said, “This will be a 
really nice edition for residents of the township.”  The new 
site will be the size of an average Sheetz.  It will have an 
interior component with seating and other amenities. 

During the month of March, the Life Skills class started 
a dog treat business. They sent order forms to all of the 
teachers at Conemaugh Township High School and sold a 
total of eighteen orders. Mrs. Kalfas, who is in charge of the 
Life Skills class, said, “It is going quite well.” 

Last year, the Life Skills class held a weekly cafe for the 
teachers. The teachers were able to choose a beverage 
and a small snack from the order form. However, due to 
the coronavirus, the Life Skills class was unable to do that 
this year for the teachers. Hence, the start of a dog treats 
business. The dog treats the Life Skills class makes are 
in the shape of paws and dog bones. The treats are made 
of peanut butter, two eggs, flour, water, and whole wheat. 
However, before the Life Skills class gave out their orders 
in March, they had to taste test. According to Mrs. Kalfas, 
the students in the Life Skills class happen to be “great 
taste testers.”

This year is quite different than others, especially with the 
addition of a new dog treats business to the Conemaugh 
Township High School. When asked how she thought the 
business was going, Mrs. Kalfas had these words to say, 
“Starting this dog treat business was a good change of 
pace. Plus, everyone loves giving their dogs a treat every 
once in a while.”

New Dog Treats Business at Township

By BriElla Harnett

By Nicholas Grosik

By BriElla Harnett

Math Counts is not that new of a club. However, some of 
the older students at Conemaugh Township still may not 
know it exists. Sara O’Connell, a junior at Conemaugh 
Township, recently found out about the Math Counts club. 
When asked about the club, she said, “I feel that it is a 
great club that allows students to compete in a subject that 
they love. I think that it is a great experience for them.”
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Students are always pressured into joining an extracurricular 
activity, whether that be soccer, volleyball, golf, football, or 
other activities. It is good to get involved in activities such as 
these, although, it is difficult to manage both activities and 
academics when students are assigned a large quantity of 
homework every night. I just feel that taking a step back and 
really looking at the situation student-athletes go through, that 
there is a helpful solution. 

First, perspective is needed in regard to expected assignment 
completion.  Knowingly or unknowingly, the teachers are 
asking us to complete it at eleven o’clock at night after getting 
home from activities and completing a nightly routine. That 
leaves roughly six hours of sleep every night, having to wake 
up the next morning and do the same cycle all over again. 
Some may argue, “Well that’s why they have the weekends,” 
but some student-athletes don’t even have that time to 
themselves. Sports often require your weekends, whether it 
be for a tournament, game, or practice. Students never seem 
to have a break, and then  they are expected to complete all 
the administered homework, which is sometimes consdered 
“busywork.”

A possible solution to this problem is to administer sports 
schedules to all of the teachers of the school so that they 
could know when students may not have a lot of time that 
night. If a group of students may have a big game that night, a 
teacher could possibly be able to give more class time to work 
on the assignment.  

I’m not saying that any of this is in any way the teacher’s 
fault - I’m just simply suggesting ways that they may be able 
to help out fellow students who are juggling both sports and 
academics.  Most teachers are also parents and may under-
stand on a personal level what stress students undergo. I just 
feel that there has to be an easier solution to work around all 
this stress, to allow students to relax more, and to take a deep 
breath. 

Why Teachers Make it Difficult to    
Balance School and Sports
By Brynlyn Berkey 

More and more Americans are being vaccinated against the 
Coronavirus. With three main vaccines available: Moderna, 
Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson, people are able to receive 
the vaccine from three providers and in multiple ways - sin-
gle dose or two dose. Americans becoming vaccinated is a 
step in the right direction to be protected against this deadly 
virus. 

However, a problem arose within the last few weeks when 
people who received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine were 
having some questionable side effects. There is some evi-
dence that the vaccine may have been the cause of blood 
clots in select recipients. According to the reports, of the 7 
million people who received the vaccine, at least 7 people 
have experienced very rare blood clots in the brain. The 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine was recalled, and the compa-
ny has stopped administering the vaccine. Now, Johnson 
& Johnson is experiencing extreme backlash for what has 
happened. I believe this is justified, because blood clots are 
extremely dangerous and especially these rare types that 
this particular vaccine has caused. 

The pandemic has affected Americans more than anyone 
expected. Everyone wants a return to normalcy as soon 
as possible, which is why vaccination is so important. In 
my opinion, a recall on the vaccine is a mild set back in 
the return to normalcy. Regardless of this setback, I think 
vaccination is very necessary when considering the safety 
and well being of our bodies and our loved ones. 

By Ruby Korenoski 

Vaccines 
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PSSA Standardized Testing 

My Easter Traditions

The PSSA is the Pennsylvania System of School As-
sessment. In 1998, Pennsylvania began standardized 
testing for its students in grades 3 and 8 in English 
Language Arts, Math, and Science (in 8th grade).  
The test is spread out to be taken in a week for one 
topic.  Students are in classrooms for hours just to 
finish the test. Some may agree that it is boring or 
irrelevant. But, others have a liking for it. Personally, I 
have never really liked the test. I didn’t realize I would 
end up doing them until eighth grade! I am only in 
sixth grade. I think the testing is very stressful. I would 
rather be home playing and not sitting in a classroom 
taking a test.  Yes, the test shows what I learned this 
year and shows if I have an adequate education. The 
PSSA helps to show if I am ready for the next step 
to success and education. However, I say stop this 
madness and give us a break from work! Let us have 
free days. I think students need a break from all these 
tests and have time to spend with friends and family. 

With everything going on in the world right now, my 
family has changed up our Easter plans. Usually, 
my family goes to my grandparent’s house, we open 
our Easter baskets, and eat a big Easter lunch. Our 
cousins on my mom’s side, from Pittsburgh and 
Kentucky, would come over. My cousins and I would 
have an easter egg hunt. This year we are going to 
my Aunt’s house in Ohio. We are going to spend time 
with my cousins and help my grandma unpack her 
new house. All of my cousins on my dad’s side are 
younger than me. My brother and I are the oldest. 
We will still have a big lunch and have an easter egg 
hunt, but it will be with a different side of the family. 
Some people have parties, have a small lunch and 
a big dinner, and some people might not celebrate 
Easter. I decorate eggs, and some people might not. 
We decorate hard-boiled eggs then we eat our great 
works of art.

By Landyn Robinson

By Charlotte Worst

April Fools

There are many April fool’s tricks you can do, and here 
are some fun ideas. This year, you can trick a friend 
with these pranks created by middle school students. 
The first prank is the bubble wrap surprise prank. Put 
a sheet of bubble wrap underneath a rug and make 
sure the rug looks flat. Once it is normal looking, avoid 
the rug until someone steps on it. Then, wait to see 
their reaction! The second prank is the Mentos prank. 
First, wrap the fishing line around a Mentos mint. Then 
put it in the cap of a soda bottle. When you have done 
that, carefully twist the cap onto the bottle and place 
it in an area where someone will find it easily. Make 
sure the fishing line is not visible. Once it is found, wait 
to see what will happen. The third prank is the instant 
water bottle freeze prank. First, you need to get an 
unopened water bottle and place it in a bowl with ice 
and salt. Leave the bottle in the bowl for a couple of 
minutes without being touched. Lastly, carefully take 
it out and scare your friends by slamming it onto the 
counter. If you did the prank right, it will automatically 
freeze. The fourth prank is the fake bug prank. Take 
black pieces of paper and cut out bugs or gross in-
sects. If your friends or family hate bugs, then tape this 
onto the inside of a lamp. When you turn on the lamp, 
it will have creepy-looking bugs on the inside! Have 
fun this April Fools Day, and remember to be playful 
and safe!

By Elanor Luscher and Emily Purdy
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AJ Smolen making a move on the ball during our 
Annual Volleyball Marathon.

Kaylee Frederick and Dylan Giffin prove themselves 
as District Qualifiers in the 2-mile and Long Jump.
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SPORTS

The Conemaugh Township Spring sports are right 
around the corner and all three teams are looking forward 
to competing and trying to bring home the gold. The three 
teams that are getting ready to kick off their seasons are 
baseball, softball, and track and field. 

The baseball and softball teams are straight off of D-5 
championship titles, and looking to bring back the title to 
Conemaugh Township after the gap year due to COVID. 
These teams are led by some strong and powerful seniors. 
For baseball, the boys strapping up for their last season 
include Tyler Poznanski, Connor Szapka, Connor Osborne, 
Colten Lewis, Caleb Shields, and Dominick Patton. The 
softball seniors are Chloe Shaulis, Sarah Favreau, Kensi 
Statler, and Peyton Thomas. When asked, Kensi Statler 
said, “We have a really talented group of girls here and 
we’re looking forward to playing and having fun … and who 
knows, maybe adding another (champion)ship under our 
belt.”

The Conemaugh Township track and field team will also 
be kicking off their season this spring. The seniors leading 
this squad are Kaydia Lingenfelter, Carson Huber, Albert 
Smolen, Adrian Shane, Seth Rosey, Cameron Stumpf, 
Riley Figard, Brynlyn Berkey, and Brad Robinson. Long 
distance runner Carson Huber stated, “We’ve been working 
really hard these last few weeks and I think we have a lot of 
potential. This group is a group that I can see winning a lot 
of meets.”

These teams began their seasons strong. Good luck to all 
spring sports this year.

By Connor Osborne

Dewgan Derricott

Spring Sports Briefs

Athletes...

Chloe Shaulis

...of the Month

Connor Szapka

Connor Szapka, son of Steve and Sheila Szapka, lives in Hol-
lsopple. Connor excels in and out of the classroom. 
At Township, Connor is involved in many sports, baseball 
taking number one on his list. Although Connor priori-
tizes baseball, he is also involved in soccer, football, and 
basketball. He is a three-year 
letterman in baseball, two-year 
letterman in soccer, and one 
year in basketball. This year was 
Connor’s first year of football 
since elementary school. Out-
side of school, he is involved 
with City League Johnstown 
Baseball. 
After school, Connor plans on 
attending a two-year college. 
He has not decided yet on the 
career path he wants to take.

Chloe Shaulis is the daughter of Cyndi and Dave Shaulis. She grew up in 
the community of Conemaugh Township and has participated in many of 
the extracurricular activities that the school has to offer. Chloe has man-
aged to be successful in not only sports, but also in academics; she has been 
on the honor roll for three years. 
Chloe has participated in soccer, basket-
ball, and softball and has been a three-
year letterman in each of those sports. In 
basketball, she was the 2019 Defensive 
Player of the Year. Additionally, in soccer, 
she was 2018 1st Team All County, 2018 
WestPAC All Conference, and Somerset 
County Goalkeeper of the year in 2019. 
Chloe says that, “Sports have always had a 
big impact on me and I’m grateful to have 
been able to play with such great people. 
One of my favorite high school memories 
would be winning the District 5 Champi-
onship games in both soccer and softball. 
High school goes by quick so be sure to 
enjoy every second of it.” 
Aside from being a talented athlete, she also is involved in many organiza-
tions. Chloe is a part of the SON club, SADD, RAK, and FCA. Not only is 
she actively involved in school but also in her community. She participates 
in her youth group at Emmanuel Baptist Church and also is a caregiver to 
the elderly in her community. 
Chloe shares that her future plans are, “to join ROTC and attend a four-
year college. I am looking to get a degree in criminal justice/criminology 
and to later pursue a career in law enforcement.” 
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POP CULTURE

May 2021:

Sufjan Stevens - ConvocationsSufjan Stevens - Convocations
Ashe - AshlynAshe - Ashlyn
Aly & AJ - A Touch of the Beat Gets You Up Aly & AJ - A Touch of the Beat Gets You Up 
on Your Feet Gets You Out and Then Into the on Your Feet Gets You Out and Then Into the 
SunSun
Bebe Rexha - Better MistakesBebe Rexha - Better Mistakes
Chloe Moriondo - Blood BunnyChloe Moriondo - Blood Bunny
Kenny Chesney - Here And Now DeluxeKenny Chesney - Here And Now Deluxe
Van Morrison - Latest Record Project:Van Morrison - Latest Record Project:
Volume 1Volume 1
Shaed - High DiveShaed - High Dive
St. Vincent - Daddy’s HomeSt. Vincent - Daddy’s Home
Blake Shelton - Body LanguageBlake Shelton - Body Language
Sara Bareilles - Amidst the Chaos: Live at the Sara Bareilles - Amidst the Chaos: Live at the 
Hollywood BowlHollywood Bowl
Twenty One Pilots - Scaled And IcyTwenty One Pilots - Scaled And Icy
Moby - RepriseMoby - Reprise

Upcoming Albums 

 
May 2021:

1) Nike Air More Uptempo “Sky Blue”

2) Air Jordan 11 Low “Legend Blue”

3) Nike Dunk Low “Michigan” 

4) Nike Dunk Low “University Blue”

5) Nike Dunk High “Court Purple”

6) Air Jordan 4 Retro “White Oreo”

7) Nike Dunk Low WMNS “Laser Orange”

8) Air Jordan 1 Low OG “Ghost Green”

9) Air Jordan 5 Low WINGS “Class of 2020/2021”

10) Nike Dunk Low “Spartan Green”

11) BAPE x adidas Superstar “Green Camo”  

12) Air Jordan 1 Retro High OG “Shadow 2.0”

13) Air Jordan 1 High OG “Arctic Punch”

14) Air Jordan 1 High OG “Paisley”

15) Air Jordan 1 Low OG “Orange/White”

Upcoming Sneaker Drops 

1) 2)

6) 4)

The 93rd Annual Oscars were held on Sunday, April 
25th in Los Angeles. Because of pandemic restric-
tions, the event was moved from its usual venue (Hol-
lywood’s Dolby Theatre) to Union Station. Also, unlike 
previous years, Sunday’s Oscars had no host. They 
simply rotated between the presenters who were 
made up of familiar faces such as Angela Bassett, 
Harrison Ford, Brad Pitt, Zendaya, and more. 

Nomadland took home three awards for the night - in-
cluding Best Film, with Mank and Ma Rainey’s Black 
Bottom each nabbing two. The Best Actor category 
caused a huge upset for the night when Anthony 
Hopkins won for his role in The Father, beating out 
Chadwick Boseman. Boseman had been posthumous-
ly awarded Best Actor achievements at the Golden 
Globes, Screen Actors Guild, and Critics Choice 
awards. 

The 93rd Annual Oscars
By Sasha Tarabrin 
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Principal........................James Foster...........................479-4014
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School Calendar

The following dates are subject to change:

May 7 ...........................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
May 14 ............................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
May 28 ..........................................One-Hour Early Dismissal  
May 28 ........................................Makeup Day for Dec.17   
May 31..............................................Memorial Day Vacation 

*Check calendar dates on ctasd.org*

  

YEARBOOK ORDERING 
Don’t forget:  ORDER A YEARBOOK!!!
Visit:  YEARBOOKORDERCENTER.COM
Use the following codes: 
MS CODE:  19683
HS CODE:  13159
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NEWS/ FEATURES WRAP UP

PMEA Contest Winner

Conemaugh Township junior, Aaron Kaufman, won 
first place out of forty other compositions in the 
9-12th grade division of the PMEA Composition Con-
test for his orchestra piece, Fredenwalde. The PMEA 
Composition Contest is a yearly event that show-
cases the ability of composers in Pennsylvania. The 
contest includes every single school in Pennsylvania.

Aaron Kaufman started writing his piece in November 
2020. He finished it in late January 2021. “It was my 
first piece for orchestra so I am thrilled that it could 
win a contest for this statue,” Aaron Kaufman stated. 
The winning composition is normally played by an 
orchestra at the state festival. However, this year, the 
winning composition will be played electronically over 
Zoom.

Once Kaufman graduates, he plans to attend Penn 
State for Music Education and Composition. When 
asked how he felt about his piece winning the con-
test, Aaron said, “I have a love for composing, so this 
is really a dream accomplishment. I hope it gives me 
some leverage moving forward in my music career.”

By BriElla Harnett

Aaron Kaufman
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Jackson Byer

Kensi Statler

Baylor Makes School History

By Ben Cotchen

The 2021 NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament has finally 
concluded, and the Baylor Bears are the March Madness 
champions. The score of the game was 86-70, against 
the Gonzaga Bulldogs. This championship is Baylor’s first 
basketball championship win. Baylor guard, Jared Butler, 
received the award for Most Outstanding Player in the 
tournament.

After cruising to the championship game by defeating 
Houston in the Final Four, Baylor prepared for their tough 
matchup against the undefeated Bulldogs. Gonzaga won 
their Final Four game against UCLA in dramatic fashion, as 
freshman guard Jalen Suggs nailed a buzzer beating shot 
in the final moments of overtime to send Gonzaga to the 
championship. Unfortunately, Gonzaga’s historic season 
did not end with a championship, as Baylor defeated them.
 
The Bears dominated and controlled most of the game. 
After starting the game on a 9-0 run, Baylor never looked 
back as they won their first Men’s Basketball title. Head 
coach Scott Drew said after the game, “I know the guys 
have worked really hard. And I’m so happy they get a 
chance to celebrate now.”

By Ben Cotchen

Wrapping Up A Successful Season

Conemaugh Township junior, Herman Zilch, recently 
wrapped up his junior season of swimming with lots 
of success in the water. Going into the season unsure 
about the chances he would have to swim, due to the 
ongoing pandemic, Herman made the best of what he 
was given and did very well.

Herman was a District Champion in not one, but two 
events. He got first place in the 100-meter butterfly 
stroke and the 100-meter backstroke. He then trav-
eled to Mechanicsburg for the State Championships 
where he placed 11th in the 100-meter butterfly 
stroke and 15th in the 100-meter backstroke. Through 
his YMCA swim team, Herman was able to travel to 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where he competed in Nationals. He 
competed in the 200- and 100-meter butterfly stroke 
and the 200- and 100-meter backstroke. 

When asked about the season, Herman said, “I was 
very happy that I was able to swim at all this year 
because of the entire COVID situation. I’m very fortu-
nate to have the season I had, despite everything go-
ing on.” He added, “I am going to keep working hard 
so that next year I can go to states again and hope-
fully be a state champion.” Great season Herman! 

Herman Zilch
Softball and Baseball Highlights . . .  



SOCIETY

HIGH SCHOOL

6.

Alumni Of The Month... 

Life Skills 
Oliva Boring 

Conemaugh Township is a wonderful school that 
makes sure everyone is involved. CT provides stu-
dents with many opportunities and our staff does the 
most to make sure everyone is involved and making 
the most out of school. One of the classes our school 
offers is Life Skills.

Life Skills provides special education students with 
the necessary skills and transitions from childhood to 
adulthood. These classes may focus on basic cooking 
skills, safety, nutrition, and fiscal responsibility.  This 
class is so beneficial and important for a student’s 
future.  With this class you learn basic life skills that 
help you be independent.  “I am so thankful for our 
Life Skills class. They do great things like Cafe 118 
and the Java Coffee Club,” says Mrs. Spengler.  “This 
is such a great class for the kiddos, I hope CT never 
gets rid of it,” says Mrs. Hazlett.

This is such a wonderful program that teaches so 
many lifelong skills. It helps the students interact 
with others while learning so many things. The skills 
learned in this class with stick with them forever.  

Alumni Of The Month... 
Scott Fetterman was a part of the Conemaugh Town-
ship Area Middle/High School graduating in class 
of 1988. After high school, he attended California 
University of Pennsylvania, where he majored in 
social work. He graduated in 1993.  Later he went on 
to obtain a master’s degree in Vocational Rehabili-
tation Counselors. While he was attending college, 
he participated in wrestling for his first two years and 
would later come back and coach there for two years. 
After coaching at Cal U, he then coached wrestling at 
Conemaugh Township for four years and volunteered 
for two years before he became the head coach. 
Scott is now a father of four daughters and lives in 
Thomas Mills. He works at Hiram G. Andrews Center 
as a vocational rehabilitation counselor. 

During his high school career, he was involved in 
many sports over the years, including golf, cross 
country, track, baseball, and wrestling, which was the 
sport he participated in the most over the years. He 
was also in the Conservation Club.  

Scott’s favorite activity in school was wrestling, with 
his favorite memory being when he made it to the 
PIAA States Competition for wrestling at Hershey and 
knocking off the number one ranked wrestler for that 
season. 

Scott is currently back at Conemaugh Township 
where he is coaching junior high soccer and 
junior high track and field. 
He added, “I enjoy being back and helping 
with sports at the same place that I played at.” 

      Scott and his daughters enjoying the beach
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April Fool’s Day 

By Sasha Tarabrin

April Fool’s Day is celebrated yearly on April 1st. The 
day is usually spent playing tricks on friends and fam-
ily, trying to “fool” them (hence the name). The start 
of April Fool’s Day is considered a mystery, but some 
believe it is due to the switch between the Julian cal-
endar and the Gregorian calendar.

 The Julian calendar recognized April 1st as the start 
of the new year, which caused plenty of confusion 
when the Gregorian calendar marked it as January 
1st. Because some didn’t register the change, it 
became a sort of joke to play on one another. While 
there are no set activities reserved for April Fool’s 
Day, historically, the holiday has been celebrated the 
same way for all these years. In 18th century Britain, 
a popular activity was to “hunt the gawk” or send 
others on fake errands. Similarly, we play tricks and 
hoaxes on our friends as a means of celebrating the 
holiday. 

Spring Festivities 

By Casadie Mller 

As the warm spring weather fills the air, there are so 
many festivities to look forward to. After all of those 
cold months of staying locked up in your home, it is 
time to go outside and enjoy. As of March 20th, the 
first day of spring,  we can now start our fun spring 
activities. Some of these activities can include going 
for a hike, planting gardens, riding a bike, etc. 

These warm spring months mean the excitement of 
spring sports on the way. You can enjoy going to the 
local softball, baseball, and track meets and games 
to cheer on the community teams. This is a great 
time to enjoy grilled foods and cold refreshing drinks. 
Although those spring sports are fun there is so much 
more to do. Warm weather is always a symbol of ice 
cream, where you can go to local ice cream shops 
to support the community. Other fun spring activities 
can include going for a walk, enjoying the sunshine, 
grilling, picnics, and more!

There are so many things to do during the spring 
months! This is a great time to enjoy friends and 
family, and interact with new people. Spring can also 
help you to explore new hobbies that may be some-
thing you find exciting. What are some of your favor-
ite activities? 
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