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With the start of a new year comes the start of musical sea-
son. Conemaugh Township Area Middle/High School annual 
musical is from March 28-30, 2019. The show takes months of 
preparation and musical members have been putting hours of 
practice into making the show the best it. Cast members have 
learned new skills, such as tap dancing and stage fighting, to 
create an authentic production. Saturdays throughout January 
the full cast comes together to learn choreography. Students 
spend their weekends on stage —doing what they love— to 
prepare for a sold out production. 

As show day nears, other musical components have been 
added including sets, props, costumes, surprise cast mem-
bers, and advertisement sales.  Cast members have begun 
their character assesments and how they want to portray 
themselves on stage. Scenes have been blocked, lines are 
memorized, songs are perfected, and Directors have finalized 
ticket sales and advertisments.

The biggest surprise to come this month, even to cast mem-
bers, was the long awaited casting of Theodore Roosevelt. It 
was announced that English teacher, Mr. Kusher, will portray 
the role of Governor Theodore Roosevelt. When asked how he 
felt, Mr. Kusher replied, “I am glad to be able to do my part in this musical and return to the stage after 28 years. I'd be ly-
ing if I said I wasn't a bit nervous.” Tickets may be purchased at https://www.onthestage.com/show/conemaugh-township-
area-school-district/newsies-8967. 

District Orchestra Festival Held
On Saturday, January 12, Seniors Audrey Hoffman and Alexander Zakucia attended the Pennsylvania Music Educators Asso-
ciation District 4/6 Orchestra Festival, conducted by Leonardo Perez, and hosted by Adam Bukosky and Joshua Brumbaugh. 

The event took place at Greater Johnstown High School’s Cochran Auditorium .  Our students prepped for two twelve hour 
days.  The performance took place Saturday, January 12, at 11 A.M.

 

Audrey Hoffman attended as a first chair clarinet. “District orchestra was a great experience in which I got to learn a lot and 
enjoy playing music with others!” she explained when asked about her experience about. Alexander Zakucia attended as a 
second violin.  They played several pieces, including: Festive Overture, La Forza Del Destino, Holberg Suite, Mars, and Raid-
ers March.

Musical Season Begins
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W ith the holiday season coming to a close, there is 
an increased amount of people with new technol-
ogy to boast about.  As each year passes, modern 

technology becomes even more advanced, increasing cell 
phone purchases.  Among these people, are young teens, 
tweens, and even children. So where should the line be 
drawn between being responsible enough to finally have a 
phone and being too young for smartphones?  

This is a question that can vary in range of answers.  Al-
though there is no certain age that allows for the long-awaited 
ownership of a phone, there are certain rites of passage 
that kids should go through before they can own their own 
cell phone.  Certain character traits are needed to prove to 
parents their kids are responsible and old enough to have 
a phone.  Even if they are trustworthy, there are other fac-
tors to consider.  

Ten is the average age that children begin owning phones, 
yet children younger than that are still given them.  In fact, 
kids as young as six years old are now receiving smart-
phones as gifts.  What use could young kids have for a phone 
other than to play games on a long car ride?  Unless kids 
are in in activities that require them to get in touch with their 
parents and they show characteristics such as responsibility 
and obedience, they should not own a cell phone.  

The new trend allows children to own smartphones at a very 
young age, but in reality, they should not own them until 
they are at a certain maturity level and age.  If younger kids 
are looking for games to play, there are many other options 
that are a good alternative to cell phones.  Until kids can 
prove that they are mature enough and are involved in more 
activities, they do not need a cell phone.
   

New Gadgets: When is the Time Right? 

The United States government has been in a shutdown since 
midnight on December 22nd, 2018, and the question that must 
be raised: is it worth it?  Every day the government is shutdown, 
80,000 government employees go without pay.  A government 
shutdown occurs in the United States when Congress fails to 
pass the budget of the federal government, or the President 
refuses to sign a budget Congress passes.  This shutdown 
comes as a result of disputes over President Donald Trump’s 
proposed wall on the Mexican-American border.  Is a shutdown 
worth the loss of much of the government’s functions to stand 
(often selfishly) on party division?

The Government Shutdown

At the basis of this government shutdown is a division between 
the two major parties.  Both parties stand firm in their beliefs 
and border security —specifically Donald Trump’s proposed 
border wall with Mexico.  This has been an important point to 
President Trump, since early in his campaign, when he said 
Mexico would pay for the wall.  President Trump believes that 
a border wall is the only way to prevent illegal immigrants from 
crossing the border.  Democrats oppose the President’s pro-
posal, calling the wall “ineffective” and “unnecessary”.  As far 
as the budget goes, Democrats are willing to give $1.67 billion 
to heighten border security, but that does it come close to the 
$5.6 billion the President is asking for the construction of the 
wall.  The Republicans and Democrats have failed to reach a 
bipartisan, the cooperation of two opposing political parties, 
agreement.  Due to this disagreement, Congress failed to pass 
the spending bill for the federal government.  Both sides are 
sticking to their stance, which makes an agreement hard to 
achieve.  I believe it is important to stand firm in your beliefs, 
but the sides in this argument are so firm in their beliefs that 
they make no room for compromise. 

While the politicians in Washington struggle to pass their 
budget, it is the 80,000 federal employees that have to deal 
with the fallback.  In the event of a shutdown all “nonessential” 
government employees are furloughed —a temporary leave of 
absence.  These people do not get paid during the shutdown, 
although Congress usually passes back pay.  For many people, 
it is a struggle to pay for necessities like rent or groceries, dur-
ing a shutdown. Each agency is responsible for deeming who 
and what is not essential, so there is no strict plan to follow.  
“Essential” personnel keep working during the shutdown, but 
usually without pay, until after the shutdown is over, and federal 
programs usually have enough funding to continue function-
ing.  While most programs remain at least semi-functional, the 
National Park Service is shut down across the country.  

The lawmakers and politicians in Washington must make a deci-
sion: stand in their beliefs and leave tens of thousands without 
work for some time, or find a way to make a compromise and 
get the government back up and running again.  In my opin-
ion, the only way that democracy can function is if bipartisan 
compromise can be achieved.  Neither the Democrats nor the 
Republicans are willing to find middle ground in their ideas of 
border security.  I think that the differing parties need to find a 
way to settle their dispute, send 80,000 American people back 
to work, and get our government running in its full capacity. 
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Joyous January

Bella Dadura leads her 
cheer squad in a dance.

Hannah Persio and Brianna 
Kinsey cheer on the bas-
ketball team at half time.

Jordan Poznanski eyes up 
the court  for a free team 
mate.

Olivia Roman takes control 
of the basketball and looks 
for a clear shot to the hoop.
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On the third Monday of January, Americans celebrate 
Martin Luther King Junior Day.  But what is the reason 
for this holiday?  The holiday is celebrated around 
King’s January 15th birthday every year. The holiday is 
celebrated to remember the life of Martin Luther King 
Junior, a civil rights activist, and one of the most impor-
tant activists in history.

Martin Luther King Junior was born on January 15, 1929 
in Atlanta, Georgia.  King was a Baptist minister and 
was well-known for his nonviolent protests which were 
inspired by his Christian beliefs and role model Mahatma 
Gandhi.  King led the 1955 Montgomery bus boycott, an 
important event in the civil rights movement.  On October 
14, 1964, King received the Nobel Peace Prize for fight-
ing racial inequality through nonviolent resistance.  The 
next year King helped to organize the Selma marches, 
another important point in the civil rights movement.  Un-
fortunately, King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennes-
see on April 4, 1968, by James Earl Ray.  King’s legacy 
lived on as he was awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal, following his 
death.  President Ronald Reagan made Martin Luther 
King Junior Day a federal holiday in 1986.  In 2011, the 
Martin Luther King Junior Memorial was dedicated on 
the National Mall in our Nation’s capital.

Although Martin Luther King’s life and work were cut 
short, he succeeded in making an impact for the civil 
rights movement. Through his peaceful and nonviolent 
ways, King was able to succeed in his endeavor to make 
the United States a better place for future generations.  

He Had a Dream...

Winter is Here   
You head out the door, and are met by a frigid breeze 
that chills your bones.  That is often the feeling that 
you experience when you go outside in the winter.  
You then have to find your way through piles of snow 
and ice.  This may not seem fun for all, but plenty of 
people have a ton of fun in the winter months. 
 There is plenty to do this time of year, from sled rid-
ing, to basketball. 

One thing that is a lot of fun to do in the winter is to 
go sled riding.  Just think of the icy wind running past 
your face as you speed down a hill.  Sled riding is a 
great way to get outside during the cold months of 
winter, and have some fun too.  Another way to en-

joy the frigid months of winter is to have a snowball 
fight.  It is great to gather up some friends and build 
as many snowballs as you can and have a battle with 
your friends that is until you get hit with one.  Another 
great way to pass the time in the winter is to go and 
watch some basketball games.  The Conemaugh Town-
ship Area Middle/High School varsity boys and girls 
basketball teams have at least once a week, and it is 
a lot of fun to cheer them on.  Even if you are not a 
sports fan, you can still enjoy 
the event. 

If sled riding is not for you then maybe skiing and 
snowboarding is. There are many wonderful and cheap 
resorts that you can visit. If you don’t know how to 
ski or snowboard, the resorts offer inexpensive and 
quick lessons to get you out and shredding the slopes 
in no time.

Although many people do not enjoy the cold days of 
winter, many enjoy it, as there is much to do.  There 
is so much to do, and you can be creative in what you 
do.  It may not be ideal weather, but it is weather that 
you can enjoy, if you really want to. Just make sure 
to stay warm, and make the most of this wonderful 
happy weather.
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Bradley D. Swank was a Conemaugh Township High School graduate in 1995, 
who excelled musically and further became a well-respected Marine.  Brad at-
tended the University of Indiana for 3 years majoring in Music Education and 
Performance. 

In October of 1998, he enrolled in the U.S. Marine Corps as a contra bass bugler.  
Brad completed basic training in South Carolina, and combat training in North 
Carolina. He was later being assigned to “The Commandant’s Own” Drum and 
Bugle Corps.  Over his past 15 years after enlistment he has been awarded the 
title of Gunnery Sergeant, Contra - Bass Bugle Soloist, Chief Librarian, Section 

Leader, Hornline Instructor, Producer of three 
published albums, and recently the Chief of 
Operations and Logistics.  

Annually traveling over 50,000 miles work related, Brad has 
been a part of many events. Events that many people do not 
get the opportunity to attend.  He has performed for three U.S. 
Presidents, the Queen of England, the King of Norway, Sultan 
of Oman in countries including, Scotland, Oman, Norway, Cuba, 
Kuwait, France, Germany, Italy, Canada, U.S. Guam and Japan.  
Also, he proudly performed at the island of Iwo Jima for the flag 
raising in World War Two on Mt. Suribachi.

Bradley Swank currently resides in Bowie, Maryland with his wife 
of 12 years, Lavonne Bailey, who graduated from the nearby For-
est Hills in 1997, and his 5 year old daughter, Gwendolyn.  He holds 
many fond memories from Township and notes many teachers who 
impacted his upbringing in positive ways such as, Bill Bridgewater, 
Patricia Grizbicky, Michael DeBiase, Michael Andolina, and Jan 
Bowman.  He gives complete thanks and appreciation to Town-
ship’s Mrs.Gardenhour for her motivation and guidance along with 
the rest of the Music Department Staff.  

Bradley is proud of his accomplishment of first chair in the 1995 PA 
State Wind Ensemble and it’s representation of Conemaugh Town-
ship to this day.  He quotes “Alumni from all eras should be proud.”

Alumni of the Month

Bradley Swank

Bradley in his Marine Uniform.

New Year, New Chapter
A popular way for many to ring in the upcoming 
year is to make a New Year’s Resolution.  These 
can range anywhere from losing a few pounds, to 
giving up meat, to exercising more, or even eating 
healthier.  New Year’s is a good way to motivate 
yourself to make a change in the coming year.  
Even if the goals may be hard to stick to, many 
people still attempt this long-standing tradition.  

One student in particular is looking forward to 
carrying out her New Year’s goal.  Senior Josi 
Blank’s resolution is to attend church every Su-

day and not to miss any week.  She commented, 
“Going to church every Sunday makes me feel 
better about myself and helps me to get through 
the upcoming week.” 

Another Conemaugh Township student, Camryn Slezak, 
also has a New Year’s ambition.  Camryn commented, 
“My New Year’s Resolution is to have more patience in 
my everydasy life.  I feel like I can especially apply this 
to school, being that it is my senior year and my focusing 
on my grades more this year.”
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Varsity Boys’ Basketball

Varsity Girls’ Basketball
The Conemaugh Township Area High School Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
Team faced off against Turkeyfoot at home on Thursday, December 
20. The team was able to cruise to an easy win with a score of 67-
41.  Alyssa Nail led the team with 18 points while Lizzy Smith led the 
team with eight rebounds.

Their next game was a tournament game against Homer Center on 
Thursday, December 27.   The team battled, but lost a hard fought 
game with a score of 45-41.  That being said, the Lady Indians were 
able to bounce back in the next game with a win against Blacklick 
Valley on Thursday, January 3. 

Senior Abby Hoffman stated, “It was a good way to win after a 
tough loss.  I am very proud of the way our team has played.” 

After the big win against Blacklick, the team traveled to North Star 
to play the Cougars on Monday, January 7. The team fought hard, 
but lost by a score of 74-45.  Olivia Roman led the team in scoring 
with 15 points.

The girls then faced off against Ferndale at home on Friday, January 
11.  The Lady Indians were able to crush the Yellow Jackets by a 
score of 69-22. Olivia Roman led the team with 15 points. 

The team’s next game was at Conemaugh Valley on Wednesday, 
January 16.  It was another hard fought battle, but the team was able 
to pull out a win with a score of 52-42.  Lizzy Smith starred in the game 
with 21 points and nine rebounds.

Junior Lizzy Smith stated, “I hit a couple shots early and I was able 
to get into a good rhythm for the rest of the game.”

The Conemaugh Township Area High School Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
Team faced off against their fierce rival, Windber, on Friday, January 
18.  The team forced 23 turnovers but still lost by a score of 66-48.

The team’s next game was at Portage on Tuesday, January 22. The 
team kept it close, but lost by a score of 47-36. 

game 83-55.

The Indians then won a very big WestPAC North game against 
Blacklick Valley. The Indians succeeded with Jordan Poznanski’s 
game high 27 points. 

Ethan Leasure said, “Coming off of these wins we have a lot of 
momentum, this is going to help us when we go against North Star.” 

The Indian Boys’ went on the road to face the 9-1 Cougars where 
they knew they would be tested. The duo of Jordan Poznanski and 
Jackson Byer had combined for 41 points, leading the Indians past 
North Star 62-53.

The boys then faced the Ferndale Yellow Jackets at home; they won 
69-36. The tribe next traveled to the home of the Conemaugh Valley 
Blue Jays, winning with a score of 90-60.

The Boys’ Varsity Basketball Team had a home game against rival 
Windber  where they won by a score of 57-38.

The team next hosted Rockwood , winning by a score of 74-68. The 
Indians then traveled to Portage; winning 69-43.

The Indians who are 12-3 will head to Blacklick Valley, where they 
look to achieve their fourth win in a row.   

Athletes...
Bryan Wu is a foreign exchange student from Taipei, Taiwan that 
currently is a student at Conemaugh Township Area High School. 
In Taiwan, he lived with his mom, dad, and two sisters.  For his first 
semester, he lived with Kendra Moore and her family; for his second 
semester, he is living with Shaun Berzonski and his family.

Bryan was a member of the school’s football team during the fall  and 
is currently on the school’s basketball team.

In Taiwan, he made the honor roll  ev-
ery year of his high school education.   
For the first two marking periods at 
Conemaugh Township he has made 
the honor roll. 

 In his spare time, Bryan likes to spend 
time with his friends and family, travel, 
and participates in sports.

Bryan plans to attend college, but he 
is undecided on his school and major.

Brian Wu

The Conemaugh Township Area High school Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
Team had a very busy Christmas break. The Tribe  played five games, 
going 4-1, only losing to a powerful Johnstown team. 
The Indians had first hosted Turkeyfoot Valley, winning the game 86-
67.  They then played Penn Cambria in the War Memorial Shootout.  
The Indians then had a rough game going back to the War Memo-
rial against the Trojans of Greater Johnstown. The Indians lost the 
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...of the Month
Olivia Marisa is the daughter of Kim and Neil Marisa of Hollsopple.

In school, Oliva participates on the Varsity Rifle Team.  She is a 
three year letterman, as well as a 2018 WestPAC Athlete.  Oliva 
is an active contributor in the Varsity Rifle team which has led to 
multiple awards, including: 2017 State Champs and 2016 State 
Champs, as well as winning WestPAC last year.

Olivia’s in school activities include the honor roll, National Honor 
Society, SADD Club, SON Club, 
Student Council and the Student 
Council Secretary, Rotary Interact 
Club, Choir, Band, Tribe News Video 
Editor, and Junior High Football 
Videographer.

In har spare time, she can be found 
at Jerome Sportsmen getting ready 
for the season.   Her future plans are 
to attend a four-year college earning 
a degree in secondary education 
with a concentration in science. Olivia Marisa

The Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/ High School Varsity 
Rifle Team had a match up with the Shanksville Stonycreek Vikings.

They defeated the Vikings in a good match. The top three shooters 
for the Indians’ were Olivia Marisa 279, Logan Marisa 267, and Haley 
Fetterman 260.

The Conemaugh Township Rifle Team had a long week of matches 
opening up with Berlin. 

The Indians’ edged out the Mountaineers with a final score of 1335-
1331.  The top shooter were Olivia Marisa 279, Logan Marisa 275, 
Haley Fetterman 267.
 
The Indians’ then faced Everett. The Indians could not out shoot 
Everett in the match and lost with a score of 1379-1346.  The top 
shooters for the match were Olivia Marisa with 282 points, Logan 
Marisa with 274 points, and Haley Fetterman with 267 points.

The determined Indians took on North Star and picked up a win.
The top shooters for the Indians were Haley Fetterman with 277, Ol-
ivia Marisa with 275, and Logan Marisa with 273.

The Rifle team would then travel to the Lions’ of Chestnut Ridge. 
The team would pull out a victory shooting a 1361 while Ridge shot 
1347. Olivia Marisa, Logan Marisa, and Haley Fetterman were the 
top shooters yet again.

The team then traveled to Forest Hills to square off with the Rang-
ers.  The team recorded their best personal scores of the year and 
pulled off another victory, improving their record to 7-1.  The top 
shooters were Olivia Marisa with 284, Logan Marisa with 279, and 
Ruby Korenoski.

Conemaugh Township would pull out a massive victory against 
Northern Cambria. The score was 1331-1185. Olivia Marisa shot a 
277, Logan Marisa a 274, and Haley Fetterman a 271. The team’s 
record is now 8-1.

The Conemaugh Township Area High School Varsity Wrestling Team 
went to Indiana for the Bo Wood Tournament. Seniors, Shaun Ber-
zonski and Tony Sumro, and Sophomore, Dakota Thomas picked up 
a win in the tournament for their respective weight classes.

“It was a good experience to be there the whole day wrestling, I always 
enjoy this tournament,” explained Tony Smuro.

The wrestlers then had a home meet against North Star. The team 
took a hard loss at the meet with no wrestlers winning a meet. 

The Conemaugh Township Area High School Varsity Wres-
tlers had a home meet against United High School. Dakota 
Thomas and Zach Geiser picked up forfeit wins for the team. 
Tony Smuro pinned his opponent in the second period. The 
Indians came up short, with a score of 18-24. 

“Everyone that played their match battled hard. They are a 
good team and it was a really good matchup,” said sophomore 
wrestler, Dakota Thomas. 

They then battled Ligonier Valley at home for their Senior 
Night. Wrestlers Shaun Berzonski and Tony Smuro were 
recognized for their contributions along with mat maid Amber 
Thomas. Tony Smuro and Zach Geiser fought hard and came 

out with pins for the Indians.

“It was nice to be recognized for all my years of wrestling. It 
really sucks that I couldn’t actually get out there and wrestle 
for my school, but I am hoping to heal quickly and be back 
on the mat in no time,” said senior wrestler Shaun Berzonski 
who was unable to wrestle due to injury.
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Connumach Yearbook Order Forms to be Mailed

School Calendar
The following dates are subject to change

February 10.....................................................ACT Test Date
February 20..........................School Board Meeting - 7:00PM

Yearbook order forms will be mailed to all students’ homes the 

beginning of February.  Senior High and Middle School yearbooks 

may be ordered by visiting Herff Jones yearbookordercenter.

com or by calling 1-866-287-3096.  Yearbooks may only be pur-

chased in this manner.  NO MONEY WILL BE ACCEPTED AT 

THE SCHOOL.  Yearbook questions may be addressed to the 

Publications Office at 479-4014 or Herff-Jones Yearbook Order-

ing Department at 1-866-287-3096.

January is School Board Appreciation Month.  In this light, we 

would like to recognize the Conemaugh Township Area School 

District Board of Directors for everything they do:  Mr. Jeffrey 

Alesantrino, Dr. Rocco M. Mantini, Mrs. Susan Saylor-Stahl, 

Mr. Earl E. Sleek, II, Mrs. Lori R. Sotosky, Mrs. Michelle M. 

Stumpf, Mr. Alan W. Tresnicky, Mrs. Christine R. Troxell, and 

Mr. Justin Zahorchak.

Welcome Mr. Rising!
Jakeb Rising is one 
of six new teachers at 
Conemaugh Township Area 
High/Middle School. He is 
the new Math and Phys-
ics teacher in place of Ms. 
Vanessa Risch. 

Mr. Rising graduated from 
Marion Center High School. 
In high school, his favorite 
subjects were math and 
science. He was involved 
in many extra-curricular 
activities that focused on 
these subjects, such as 
Envirothon, Enviroquest 
and Project Earth. Envirothon and Enviroquest are both similarly 
themed environmental academic competitions for high school 
students; Project Earth is a similar event focused on pollution. He 
also participated in Boy Scouts of America, his school’s Map Club, 
FBLA, and Schools and Scribes. 

After high school, Mr. Rising attended and graduated from Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, where he majored in Math Educa-
tion and Applied Mathematics. 

The main inspiration for his choice of becoming a teacher comes 
from his love of math and science, and the many teachers he had 
in high school who taught him how to love being a teacher.

This is Jakeb’s first permanent teaching occupation in his career. 
He chose to work at Conemaugh Township because its communi-
ty is very similar to the community he grew up in at Marion Center 
—small and friendly. Mr. Rising states that he is very impressed by 
Conemaugh Township and gets along well with his coworkers. 

“These are the most behaved students I have ever taught,” 
says Mr. Rising. 

He states that the most important skill to have as a teacher is 
flexibility. Schedules may change and time may shorten, but a 
teacher must always be able to adjust. Teaching is a true thrill 
for Mr. Rising.

In his free time, he enjoys hiking and spending time with his 
friends. As well as cooking and watching movies. 

Mr. Rising truly loves teaching, sharing that he loves the “A-ha!’ 
moments his students share when they understand a compli-
cated question. He hopes to see many more of these moments 
in his career at Conemaugh Township.


