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The Students Against Destructive Decisions club organizes a volleyball marathon every year in November.  This event helps 
support a family within the school district who is struggling with a medical condition within the family.  

This year, the proceeds from the event will benefi t a little girl named Luna.  Luna struggles with Down Syndrome and recently 
was diagnosed with leukemia.  Her prognosis places a lot of stress of her body and in her family.

The fundraising for this year began with having students sign up to play on a team.  The students payed an entrance fee in 
which shirts were provided in the fee. They also had to sell orange, yellow, blue, and white butterfl ies.  Luna loved butterfl ies, 
making this addition to the fundraising was vital.  Throughout the course of the marathon, donations were made to support 
the cause, and shirts are available for purchase.  

“The fundraiser is going for a good cause and we have a lot of fun doing it as well as helping the families.” said Mason Rager.

Overall, the community had a lot of fun with the event and enjoyed supporting families in the community.  

Volleyball Marathon is a Success

Music Makes Us Stronger
The Music Makes Us Stronger organization hosted a Vendor and Craft Fair 
located in the Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School gym-
nasium.  The Vendor Fair was held Sunday, November 4 from 10:00AM to 
4:00 PM.  The event included a coffeehouse featuring current Conemaugh 
Township musicians and alumni, food, and a basket raffle.  The vendors 
featured local products including clothing, furniture, food, and decorations.  
All proceeds benefit the Music Makes Us Stronger Fund, which helps local 
Conemaugh Township students and alumni diagnosed with cancer.

The Music Makes Us Stronger Fund is a community foundation, which 
has a strong relationship with our school.  Suzette Gardenhour, a thirty-year 
Conemaugh Township band director, now retired, created it. The organiza-
tion began when she was diagnosed with breast cancer, after witnessing 
the amazing support from all her students; past, and present, along with the 
entire community.  Everyone came together to raise money for her treat-
ments.  While Suzette could not accept the gift for herself, she dedicated all 
of the money to the community by making the fund.  With the assistance of 
the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies, this organization now uses 
the power of music to better lives.

The Vendor Fair is the main fundraiser for Music Makes us Stronger this year and is a great way for the community to get involved.  The event had food 
and performances throughout the whole day for attendees.  With help from the Conemaugh Township Music Department, the Vendor Fair/ Basket raffle 
was a success. 

“With all of the funds raised from the event, we will be able to help support three Conemaugh Township families,” explained Mari Grace Lingenfelter. “It is 
inspiring to see our community become unified and support music, students, alumni, and each other.” 

“The diff erence beteween ordinary and extraordinary is 
that little extra”
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Every great sports team is asked a question: Why were 
they so good? There are many answers to this question; a 
great coach, good players, a team that works well together. 
But can one individual determine the success of the entire 
team? We see great players on championship teams in 
all sports, but how much of an impact does that particular 
player have on his/her team?

Many people say that while one individual player does 
affect a team, it is the other players that really defines a 
team’s season. Have you ever heard the phrase, “You are 
only as strong as your weakest link”, or “There is no I in 
team”? While a great player may help the team, it truly is 
the other team members, and their ability to work together, 
that makes teams great. This is often seen in professional 
teams, as the best player in a sport may not always win 
the championship. Los Angeles Angels’ center fielder Mike 
Trout, who is no doubt the best baseball player in the world 
right now, has never won a championship. In fact Trout’s 
team has only reached the postseason once in his career 
in 2014. So, even though Trout is baseball’s best player, 
the Angels have never won a championship, due to a weak 
team around him. This is true in all team sports as well.  
Although it helps to have a great player it is better to have 
a strong all-around team.

Other people argue that having one great player can lead 
a team to be great. They say that the best players can 
take a good team and make them great as a whole. An 
example of this in professional sports is in basketball. From 
2015-2018 the Cleveland Cavaliers won 4 consecutive 
conference championships, and 1 NBA title. This was as 
a result of basketball legend Lebron James coming to the 
team. But in the summer of 2018 James left the Cavaliers 
to join the Los Angeles Lakers, and as a result of losing 
this future Hall of Famer, the Cavaliers had only one win 
as of November 7th, which was worst in the league. Many 
will point to this as a result of a great individual player not 
being on the team.  In high school sports an individual can 
affect a game more so than in professional game because 
the other players are not professional and therefore that 
player can affect the game more. 

An individual can have an impact on a team’s success, but 
it depends on whether that person can lead the team to a 
championship. In my opinion, it is better to have a good 
all-around team that does well in all areas of the game, 
than a team that has just one great player. With only one 
great player it can be easy for a team to defend that one 
player, but several good  players are hard to defend. This is 

Is There an “I” in “Team”?

Often times, driving in the snow and inclimate weather 
can be a challenge.  This is especially true for many 
high-schoolers, as they are relatively new to driving.  So 
this means that driving to school in the mornings in the 
winter can be difficult.   

The weather can play a big role in students’ lives because 
it determines how independent they can be.  Unlike in the 
summertime when individuals can drive anywhere when-
ever they want and get to the places they want to go to in 
a short matter of time, the cold weather has the opposite 
eff ect.  This can reduce a certain level of freedom and put 
a restriction on several activities that one might want to 
take part in at a specifi c moment in time.  For example, if 
one is normally late to school in the mornings and drives 
faster to be able to get to school, then when the winter 
rolls around, students who normally run behind on time 
to school would then be offi  cially late.  This also poses 
students at a greater risk for being in an accident.  

 Although the weather cannot be controlled, there are 
some measures that can be taken to prevent being late 
to school or even getting into an accident.  One of the 
more obvious solutions to being late would be to leave 
earlier in the mornings in order to get to school earlier.  
Another good focus point would be to practice driving in 
the snowy weather and on the icy roads.  It is good to be 
familiar with the roads at that time of year and to know the 
functions of your car.  Four-wheel drive is always a good 
option and some tires are better to have in the winter than 
others.  Despite all of these tips, sometimes driving in the 
cold weather can be too nerve-wracking or dangerous, 
in which case riding the bus to school might be a better 
alternative. 

Even though the weather during the winter can tricky, stu-
dents driving to school can still take measures to lessen 
the burden and to be safe.  There are several options 
to make the best of the weather like good time manage-
ment, practicing driving in the bad weather, and even rid-
ing the bus to eliminate the worries that the weather can 
bring on.  Although one is not able to change the weather, 
you can still control what you do to make traveling to 
school easier.          

Winter Driving

especially true if the team has good chemistry and works 
well together. 
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Harvest Memories

Jack Stringent and Jordan 
Miller register volunteers 
for the blood drive.

Alyssa Nail prepares a serve 
at the Volleyball Marathon.

Abbie Schiff hauer cheers for 
our football team at a home 
game.

Jordan Poznanski catches 
a football during the D5 
Championship Game.
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A Thankful Holiday 

Every year millions of people across the United States go 
Black Friday shopping, the busiest shopping day of the 
year. Black Friday kicks off  the Christmas season, occur-
ring the day after Thanksgiving. Shoppers head to stores 
early, to begin the Christmas season. 

Many retailers open early, sometimes even overnight, and 
off er promotions in an eff ort to bring in customers. Black 
Friday is critical for the economy because about 30% 
of annual retail sales occur between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Black Friday is the kickoff  to the holiday season, 
which is why so much shopping is completed over that 
time. This day is also very active with shoppers because 
many people are off  of work and have the opportunity to 
shop. 

Black Friday can also become violent. Due to the large 
number of shoppers, the large groups can become rowdy. 
Since 2006, there have been 10 recorded deaths as a 
result of Black Friday shoppers, and 111 injuries across 
the United States. Shoppers are often know to camp out in 
order to receive a good spot in line, so they get what they 
want. Some places have banned the practice due to safety 
concerns, but many people still brave the elements in an at-
tempt to have a better experience. 

Black Friday is a day that many people look forward to ev-
ery year, and although it may have somewhat of a bad look, 
it can be a good thing. Black Friday helps the economy and 
that is good for all Americans. Black Friday is a fun day for 
Americans to enjoy.

Holiday Shopping

Thanksgiving is one of the most celebrated holidays in the 
United States today, but do you know why we celebrate 
it and where it came from? Thanksgiving is celebrated on 
the fourth Thursday of November, and was proclaimed a 
federal holiday by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863. 

The “First Thanksgiving” was celebrated by the Pilgrims 
following their fi rst harvest in the “New World” in October 
1621, while the exact date is unknown this gathering is 
believed to have occurred between September 21 and No-
vember 11, 1621, and this feast lasted 3 days. The Pilgrims 
were a group of Puritans who fl ed England in search of re-
ligious freedom, and settled in present-day Massachusetts. 
Fifty-three pilgrims and ninety members of the Wampanoag 
Native American tribe attended this feast. The fi fty-three 
Pilgrims were all that remained alive of the 100 who had 
landed.  

Many of the traditional  Thanksgiving foods that we eat 
today would not have been eaten at the fi rst Thanksgiving. 
Turkey was most likely present, but not all of those who 
were there ate it. Potatoes and sweet potatoes were not 
grown yet, the Pilgrims did not recognize cranberries as 
edible so cranberry sauce would not have been eaten. Pies 
would not have been present either, as wheat and apples 
were not available. Instead they would have ate fi sh stew, 
cornmeal, and game, provided by the Wampanoag tribe. 

The Thanksgiving that we celebrate today would not be 
here if it was not for these settlers that landed in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts in the 17th Century. Although it was cel-
ebrated much diff erently, what they did was still important 
in creating the feast that Americans celebrate to this day.  
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Each year, the Senior High Student Council holds a blood 
drive through The American Red Cross Organization.  This 
year, the donations took place on Friday November ninth 
inside the gymnasium.  The event had a good turn out with 
around twenty students that signed up.   

Students ages sixteen and older were eligible to donate 
blood.  Students giving blood had to be over one hundred 
and ten pounds, be feeling well the day of the donation, and 
in good in health.  There were snacks and refreshments 
available for those who donated and were escorted back to 
class by another a member of Student Council after donating 
to make sure they were feeling well.  

Senior member of Student Council, Tessa Showalter com-
mented, “The Blood Drive is such an awesome opportunity 
to save a life and make a diff erence.  I was glad I was able 
to volunteer at the drive this year.” 

Blood Drive Success
Another student, senior Olivia Marisa said, “It was nice to see 
students take time out of their schedules to donate for a great 
cause.  It’s inspiring to see that my classmates are so willing 
to do something life changing for others.”  

Lexi Mankamyer assists Mason Gulish as she gives blood. 

David Waters graduated from Conemaugh Town-
ship Area Middle/High School in 1988.  After 
graduating, David went on to get his Bachelor ’s 
degree in marketing from the Pennsylvania State 
University.  He graduated from the Pennsylvania 
State University in 1992.

Alumni of the Month
David was an active student at CTHS.  He played 
football, basketball, and golf.  The highlight of his 
senior year was winning 
t h e  S o m e r s e t  C o u n t y 
Championship wi th h is 
g o l f  t e a m .   A c a d e m i -
cally, David excelled in 
mos t  c lasses ,  bu t  the 
teacher that had the most 
impact on him was Mr. 
Debiase.  David enjoyed 
m a t h  a n d  r e m e m b e r s 
l iking how Mr. Debaise 
taught.  He recalls there 
being, “Never a dull moment.”   Besides all he partici-
pated in, David says his favorite high school memory 
was meeting Melinda Haynes, who he later wed in 
1992.  

David now works as a pharmaceutical representative 
for Merck.  He has been with the company for twenty 
years all of while growing his family and residing in 
Davidsville.  He has three daughters with his wife 
Melinda: Miranda, a senior at Washington and Jef-
ferson College, Kara, a freshman at Washington and 
Jefferson College, and Jamie, a current senior at 

David Waters

David Waters poses with his family for a beach photo.
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Volleyball

ans would only lose the second set in the match. Madison Showalter 
would dish out 28 assists in the win.

For the fi rst time in school history the Indians’ looked to bring home 
the District 5 championship against season rival Berlin. With much 
heart and eff ort the Indians’ never gave up dropping the match 3-0 
against the Mountaineers. 
The Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School Varsity 
Volleyball team fi nished their season with a loss in the District Cham-
pionship game to rival Berlin. 

The girls had one of the best seasons in school history placing fi rst in 
the Windber tournament, second in the WestPAC Conference, and 
second in District V.  The team had an overall record of 22-4-2 with 
a conference record of 10-1.

The Indians’ were coached by Abby Gearhart. Who in her last year 
coaching made school history by taking the team to their fi rst ever 
district championship. 

Mikala Faith was also selected as District V MVP as well as gaining 
a spot on the All-State Team.

The Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High School Volley-
ball Team traveled to Ferndale to square off  with the Yellow Jackets. 
The Indians’ came out with intensity and blanked the Jackets 3-0 in 
the easy win with Jenny Durica picking up 7 service aces.

The Indians’ then took on bitter rival Windber in a matchup that would 
decide the WestPAC championship game. The ladies won the fi rst 
set and dropped the second but would not let it happen again as the 
Indians’ won the match 3-1.

With the ladies fi rst trip in 21 years to the WestPAC championship 
game, they came out with intensity and won the fi rst set over Berlin. 
The Mountaineers then bounced back winning the next three sets 
downing the Indians.

Northern Bedford then came to town to square off  with the home 
standing Indians’ in the fi rst round of the district playoff s. Northern 
Bedford couldn’t settle the Indians’ off ense giving up 37 kills in the 
match. The Indians’ wouldn’t give up a set advancing to the semi-fi nal 
rounds of playoff s.

The Indians did not slow down against the Shade Panthers. The Indi-

Josie Blank is the daughter 
of Carrie Phillips and Jo-
seph Blank. Josie lives with 
her mom in Davidsville.

Josie is a 4 year partici-
pant in soccer where she 
earned 3 varsity letters, 
and is also a member of 
the softbal l  team where 
she has earned three var-
sity letters, she has also 
earned the honors of Som-

erset County Honorable mention and Somerset County 
Second team honors.

She is also a member of S.A.D.D, Weight lifting, and 
Art Club. Josie is a Member of the Honor Roll as well.

In her spare she like to run, sleep, eat, bake cookies, 
spend time with her family, chill with her dogs and cats, 
and draw.

Josie future plans involve in enlisting in the United 
States Navy and be a hospital Corpsman.

Ryan Kolonich is  the son of  Jenni fer  and Rich-
ard Kolonich. Ryan resides in 
Davidsville with both of 
his parents.

Ryan has been a member of 
the Basketball team for 
three years, Golf team for 
three years, and the 
Baseball team for four.

He is a member of the
National Honors Society, 
Serving Our Neighbors 
Club, and Technology Student 
Association.

When Ryan has spare time he enjoys biking, fishing, 
and hunting.  He also enjoys hanging with his 
friends and playing basketball with them.

He plans on attending University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown for two years, and then transferring to 
the University of Pittsburgh for his final two years of 
education.

Athletes of the Month

Josie Blank Ryan Kolonich
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FALL SPORTS RECAP
Boys’ Soccer

The Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/High 
School Girls’ Soccer Team put up a fight in a bitter cold 
game at Windber Stadium. Unfortunately, the District 
V semifinal game against rival Windber got away from 
them as they fell by a score of 3-1. With only four shots 
on goal in the first half and down by a score of 1-0, they 
shifted gears at halftime and came out on fire, tacking 
on 14 more shots in the second half. Alyssa Nail scored 
the lone goal for the Lady Indians, despite a second 
half that was played with a lot of heart. 

“It was a really bad way to end our year because I re-
ally knew we would be able to beat this team. On the 
other hand, I am really proud of the girls and their per-
formance this year and winning WestPAC,” said senior 
Olivia Roman.

The Girls closed out their season with a record of 14-
6, winning the WestPAC Championship along the way. 
They will be losing four star seniors Olivia Roman, Josie 
Blank, Camryn Slezak, and Jenna Pavlosky.  They also 
added six WestPAC All-Stars including Olivia Roman, 
Chloe Shaulis, Alyssa Nail, Morgan Sleek, and Cali 
Thomas.

Girls’  Soccer

The Conemaugh Township Area Middle/High School 
Varsity boys soccer team finished off the season with 
a loss against Rockwood in the District V semifinals 
playoff game by a score of 2-1.

The team finished with an overall record of 11-6. They 
finished 5th in their conference behind first seeded 
Rockwood, second seeded Fannett Metal, third seeded 
Windber, and fourth seeded McConnellsburg. This was 
the first time the team had made playoffs in four years. 
After 6-12 records the past two seasons, this is was 
considered a bounce back season for the team.

The leading scorer for the team was Logan Walerysiak, 
who scored 17 goals. The leading in assists was Ethan 
Williams, who had 17 assists. Shaun Berzonski and D.J 
Ciarimboli combined for nine shutouts on the season.

Five seniors, Shaun Berzonski, Jack Hostetler, Timo-
thy Lonas, Dalton Meyers, and Logan Walerysiak will 
be gone next year, but the underclassmen are looking 
forward to making another successful playoff run.

Football
The Conemaugh Township Varsity Football team hosted a West-
PAC Heritage crossover game against United Friday night. United 
came into the game with a 5-4 record and the Tribe came in 6-3. 
This looked like a very good match up on the table, but the tribe 
did not play to their expectations, losing the game 36-14. 

Jordan Poznanski fi nished the game with 152 rushing yards and 
Tommy Shaff er had 14 tackles on defense.   

The Indians looked to improve as they took on Tussey Mountain 
in the fi rst round of district playoff s. 

The Conemaugh Township Varsity Football team traveled to Tus-
sey Mountain where they looked to do to punch a ticket to the 
championship. The Indians jumped out on top, ending the fi rst 
quarter 14-7. They were scoreless in the second quarter. This 
scoreless quarter was not a problem, because the tribe only gave 
up a safety, going into halftime with a lead of 14-9. The teams went 
back and forth the rest of the game, with a fi nal score of 27-22 
with the Indians coming out on top.   

Jordan Poznanski fi nished the game with 181 rushing yards and 
Cory Myers ran for an additional 66 yards. Defensively, the tribe 
had four guys with double digits tackles and Gavin Miske added 
a sack.   

The Indians look to improve their record to 9-3 with a chance to 
win a District title. 

The Conemaugh Township Varsity Football team traveled to 
Windber where they concluded their season Saturday night in a 
36-14 loss to Shade in the District 5 Championship game.  Jordan 
Poznanski and Cory Myers each scored for the Tribe.  

Jordan rushed for 143 yards and Cory accumulated 78 yards.  Lo-
gan Walerysiak stayed perfect on the season for going 2 for 
2 on PAT kicks.  Defensively, Myers and Tommy Shaff er each 
had ten tackles.  Shaff er picked 2 fumbles.  Seth Rosey had 8 
tackles including 2 sacks and a fumble recovery.  Rylan Yingling 
recorded 7 tackles.  Shaun Berzonski had an interception and a 
fumble recovery.

Cory Myers said, “I would not want to end the season with any 
other group of guys, I am extremely proud of our team and the 
bonds we have made”.  

Andrew Homyak said, “This team worked so hard this season 
and we really gave it our all in our last game”.  

The Indians fi nished their season with eight wins and four losses.
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Bethany Spengler is one of the many new faculty mem-
bers here at Conemaugh Township Area Middle School/
High School.  She is a 2014 graduate from Conemaugh 
Township and is currently living in Salix.

Mrs. Spengler attended college for three and half years 
altogether: Penn Highlands for one year and IUP for 
two and a half years.  She has her bachelors of Sci-
ence in Art Education and Pre-k through twelfth grade 
certification.

Her position is as sixth through twelfth grade art teacher.  
Her wonderful high school experience and Mrs. Keifer, 
the previous art teacher at the high school, inspired her 
to be an art teacher.  The lovely experience she had, 
the students, faculty, and community had influenced 
her decision in choosing Conemaugh Township as a 
place of occupation. 

Some of Mrs. Spangler’s hobbies include visiting art 
museums, creating her own art, traveling, reading, 
and rock climbing. She is also an assistant Jr. High 
Softball coach and volunteer coaches for the Varsity 
Softball Team.  

Bethany was recently married on October 6 to Luke 
Spengler, a 2012 alumni from Conemaugh Township.  
Her husband currently works as a pipefitter for Norfolk 
Southern.

Bethany states, “Dreams do come true!  I live mine 
every day.”

Bethany Spengler Accepts Position

Mrs. Spengler is creating glass beads.

The following dates are subject to change
November 21........................................1 Hour Early Dismissal
November 22-23..................Thanksgiving Vacation-No School
November 26................................First Day of Deer-No School
December 1.....Christmas Dance (Ambassador Ballroom) 7:00PM-10:00PM
December 1........................................................SAT Test Date
December 4...........School Board / Reorganization Meeting 7:00PM
December 8......................................................ACT Test Date
December 21........................................1 Early Hour Dismissal
December 24-January 1...........Christmas Vacation-No School

School Calendar

Administrative Offi  ce
Superintendent.............Thomas Kakabar...................479-7575
Business Manager......Regina Rembold.....................479-7431
Food Service Director....Adam Thomas.......................479-2328
Director of Curriculum....Stacy Dabbs...........................479-7575

Middle/High School 6-12
Principal........................James Foster............................479-4014
Guidance Counselors........ Kelly Birkhimer and Kara Borsa.......479-7886
School Nurse................Cassey DeBiase.....................479-2324
Athletic Director.............Jarod Feathers...........................479-4014

Telephone Numbers

Senior Yearbook Photo Deadline Set

Yearbooks Distributed
The 2017-2018 senior high school Connumach and middle 
school Conemaugh Yearbooks have arrived and been distrib-
uted.  There are extra yearbooks available for purchase. 70$ 
for Senior High, 40$ for Junior High. You can order yearbooks 
for the 2018-2019 school year.

Formal senior portraits for the “Senior Section” of the year-
book are due no later than Wednesday, December 19, 2018.  
You will be called to the Publications Offi  ce during the week 
of December 17-21 to approve your yearbook selection.  If 
you are planning on substituting a picture of your own, you 
will be made aware at this time of any substitutions that will 
be accepted.  Students not photographed by this time will be 
photographed by a staff  photographer.  NO EXCEPTIONS 
WILL BE MADE NOR ANY PICTURES ACCEPTED AFTER 
DECEMBER 19, 2018.


