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North Delta School is committed to balancing the health and safety of our community with the need to 
provide its students with a college preparatory education in a Christian environment, and to complement 
the academic offerings with extracurricular activities that will enrich a student’s current life while 
contributing to their future as citizens of high moral character, ethics, and productivity. This plan has been 
conceived through the consultation of the Mid-South Association of Independent Schools, along with 
guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Harvard School of Public Health, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the Mississippi Department of Health Services.  As circumstances 
change and further guidance is provided, these plans are subject to amendment. 

Daily Procedures 

Before coming to school parents should assess their child for the following symptoms: 

• Fever of 100.4 or higher 
• Shortness of breath 
• Loss of sense of smell or taste 
• Sore throat 
• Muscle aches 
• Cough 
• Chills 
• Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea or loss of appetite 
• Contact with anyone diagnosed with COVID-19 

If these symptoms are present, the student should stay at home until it is safe to return to school. 

Following Mississippi Department of Health Services guidelines, school personnel will not 
be allowed to enter or reach into the vehicle to receive or unbuckle the child.  School 
personnel will be present at loading/unloading areas to ensure safe entrance and exit to and 
from the building but will not be able to assist in removing the student from the vehicle.  
Parents should stay at or near their vehicle at all times in an effort to decrease possible 
exposure. 

Upon arrival at school the student will be required to: 

• Wear a mask until arrival at his/her classroom 
• Submit to temperature being taken using temporal scanner by school personnel 
• Wash hands or use hand sanitizer 
• Go directly to his/her classroom 

  



SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 

Following the guidelines set forth by the entities mentioned above, North Delta School will be 
implementing the following safety and sanitization procedures: 

• Signage will be placed throughout the campus to remind everyone of COVID symptoms. 
• 3’ – 6’ social distancing when possible.  
• Desks will be arranged facing the same way. 
• Sanitizing stations will be in each building at key locations.  
• Masks will be recommended for areas where social distancing is not possible.  
• Specific holding areas will be used for sick students waiting on parent pick up.  
• Sharing of objects will be discouraged.  
• Classes will remain together in cohorts as much as possible. 
• Cafeteria areas will be sanitized following each group. 
• Classes, assemblies, lunches and breaks have been modified and staggered to smaller 

capacities to provide social distancing to the best of our ability. 
• Regular cleaning and disinfecting will occur throughout the day in high traffic areas, 

areas of infection, and on desks, tables, restrooms, doorknobs, etc.  
• A Clorox Total 360 electrostatic fogger has been purchased and will be used daily to 

sanitize each room, cafeteria, bus, and other areas as needed. 
• Additional custodial staff will be added to maintain cleanliness.  

Due to the fluidity of this pandemic, decisions and plans are subject to change as more updated 
health guidelines and information come forward. 

MASKS 

The most current advice on wearing masks is that it is effective in inhibiting the spread of the 
virus. Using this guidance students will be required to wear masks upon entering the school and 
in common areas (hallways, cafeteria, gym, office, restrooms, etc.).  Once in the classroom the 
student may remove his or her mask.  A student may choose to wear a mask in the room if they 
would like.  A student may wear his/her own mask provided these masks do not contain any 
offensive representations.  The school will provide cloth masks for students if the students does 
not have one.  These school-provided masks should be returned to the school at the end of the 
day for disinfecting. Students are not required to wear masks in the classroom unless further 
mandates are issued by governing authorities. 

BREAK and LUNCH 

Break and lunch will be available through the cafeteria as in the past.  Social distancing will be 
required while in the cafeteria, and at times students may be required to eat their break items or 
lunch in the classroom.  The cafeteria will be sanitized between each group.  Students may bring 
lunches from home.  Parents and/or outside guests will not be allowed to eat lunch in the 



cafeteria.  If it is necessary for a parent to deliver a lunch it must be taken directly to the 
appropriate school office. 

We strongly encourage the use of the cafeteria’s My Payment Plus program.  Food service payments 
may be made without the need to exchange money and provides for a lesser chance of the spread of 
infection.  However, cash will still be accepted. 

Until further notice, outside food for a class or group of students will be permitted.  Items must be in 
individual portions and designed to be easily distributed by the teacher (i.e., cupcakes, pizza slices, 
donuts, individually wrapped products, etc.) 

PERSONS WITH COVID-19: 

All NDS persons (employees, students, and persons who have had contact with NDS persons) who are 
diagnosed with COVID-19 should immediately notify the Head of School and/or Principal before coming 
to campus or reporting for work.  

Students who become ill at school will be placed in a designated area of quarantine with a facial covering 
in place. A parent will be called to transport the student home. Students sent home from school should be 
kept home until they have completely recovered according to MSDH guidelines. 

 All employees and students who are diagnosed with COVID-19 must test negative OR be quarantined for 
14 days and should be asymptomatic (FEVER FREE) for 3 days before returning to school. (Note: 
distance learning will be available during this time for these students.) After the two-week period, 
asymptomatic persons may be allowed to return to school activities. 

If students or employees reside in a household in which someone has been determined positive for 
COVID-19, students or employees should quarantine for 14 days. Students will transition to distance 
learning for the remainder of quarantine. Exceptions, received from medical personnel, may be 
considered in the number of quarantine days. 

Upon determining an employee or student has tested positive, all persons within the class or other 
exposure areas will be notified. Expose is defined by the CDC as being within six (6) feet of the infected 
person for a period of 15 minutes or more. No personal information of the infected persons will be 
released (HIPAA/FERPA rules apply). North Delta School will not be responsible for contact tracing. 
Contact tracing will be performed by the Mississippi State Department of Health Services (MSDH). 

DISTANCE LEARNING OPTION 

North Delta School will allow families to have their child or children participate in a remote 
learning plan through NDS if they are concerned about their child or children participating in a 
return to a campus educational experience. This option allows the student to remain on track 
within the North Delta School curriculum so that when students decide to return to campus, they 
will be on pace with their classmates. Tuition is the same for students using the remote option as 
it is for other students.  Remote learning students will not be eligible to receive academic awards 
such as valedictorian, salutatorian, historian, or highest academic average awards.  Major tests, 
semester exams and final exams will be taken at the school.  For more information, see the North 
Delta School website (northdeltaschool.net) or contact the school office. 



Water Bottles 

Each child should have a personal water bottle. All water fountains within the school will be 
disabled. The water bottle should be filled daily from home and maintained in the child’s 
proximity during the school day. There will be no sharing of water bottles. The student’s name 
should be on the bottle.  A staff member may refill the water bottle should it become necessary.  
Bottled water will also be available for purchase in the cafeteria. 

Recess 

In their report of reopening schools, The Harvard School of Public Health emphasized the need 
for students to get in fresh air as much as possible. Elementary students will have the same 
amount of recess time as in previous years, but will be limited to one grade at recess at any given 
time.  Students and teachers will wash their hands or use sanitizer containing at least 60% 
alcohol before and after recess. 

Athletics 

All fall sports are participating in conditioning programs adhering to guidelines from the Mid-
South Association of Independent Schools (MAIS). MAIS provides a weekly update to our 
Athletic Director, Benjy Pierce, and school administrators. The plan they are proposing at this 
time indicates our athletic programs will proceed as normal. North Delta School will adhere to 
guidance as disseminated by governing and organizational entities (i.e. Mid-South Association 
Independent Schools (MAIS), Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and 
Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH), and local government).  

When traveling to other locales, North Delta School will adhere to municipal and state directives 
for that area.  

Bus and/or van transportation to activities and sporting events will proceed as normal with the 
following stipulations: 

● Given the current conditions, parents should consider transporting students by private vehicle. 
● It is highly recommended that students who ride the bus/van wear a face covering. Face 
coverings may be required depending on the number of students riding the bus where social 
distancing is not available. 
● Students will be required to face forward and not lean across the seats. 
Signage will be posted that describes COVID-19 symptoms and students who should not be 
riding the bus. Bus drivers will spray common touch points inside the bus/van with a disinfectant 
prior to the start of a route, between runs, and immediately following the completion of a run. 
Areas of attention are seats, aisle, floor between seats, handrails, front leading edge of entrance 
doors, and driver controls. 
 
Charleston Bus Route 
Above guidelines for athletic bus and van transportation also apply to the Charleston bus route. 


