
 

 

 

 

 

 

2020-2021 Return to School Guide for Parents 

 

● The NASD is committed to returning to school in the most traditional setting 

based on what is allowable by the state and local governments. 

● We understand and respect that families have varying opinions on what is the 

right decision for our schools. 

● We appreciate your cooperation and understanding as we continue to work 

together to achieve success for all students in various settings. 

● Under all scenarios and options, it is important for students to note that all work 

will be mandatory and graded. 

● Attendance WILL be mandatory. 

 

There are 2 terms you are going to continue to hear as we talk about virtual options.  

Here is a brief explanation to help your understanding. 

 

Synchronous-  This means that the learning will happen from home, but at the same 

time as the students’ normal scheduled classes.  Essentially, they will be live streamed 

right into school.  For example, if math starts at 9:27, then your child would join a Zoom 

session at 9:27 and listen/see the math instruction for that day. 

Asynchronous- (Northwest Virtual Academy) This means that students will be enrolled 

in a virtual school through NW Area and can complete the work at a time that is 

convenient for them.  Parents just need to make sure the students are staying on pace 

and not falling behind in their work.  Students must be dedicated and committed to 

spending approximately 4-5 hours per day on their schoolwork.  

 

There are 3 scenarios, guided by the color assigned to the county that we will continue 

to follow.  Please note, if a directive from the county or state changes our color status, 

or additional restrictions are placed on public entities, the district may be forced into a 

different scenario at a moment’s notice. 

 

 



Within each scenario, families would be given the choice to select 1 of 3 

options: 

1. Attend face to face (may be alternating days as explained below) 

2. Remotely live streamed into the NW classroom (synchronous) 

3. Remotely via the NW Virtual Academy (asynchronous). 

 

 

Scenario 1 (Phased Out) 

1. Under this order, schools would be allowed to return at full capacity 

2. All restrictions would be lifted at this point 

3. The school would continue to stress the importance of cleaning and sanitizing its 

buildings, along with encouraging students and families to stress proper hygiene. 

 

Scenario 2 (Green Phase)- CURRENT PHASE (7/20/2020) 

1. Due to the limitations of gatherings in a public place, the school would need to 

limit the number of students, faculty, and staff in a building on any given day. 

2. Additional orders such as building capacity limitations in a given facility will 

supersede the district decisions and we may be forced into a full-time virtual 

model. 

 

 

 

Scenario 3 (Yellow/Red Phase) 

1. If Luzerne County returns to Yellow or Red, the district would return to a full-time 

virtual model. * The Face-to-Face option is eliminated at this point and student’s 

options would be limited to the two virtual options. 

 

 

 

Options for Parents: 

● Parents will have the week of July 20th through the 26th to review the options as 

presented in this document, contact the school with any questions at 

return2school@nasdedu.com, and be prepared to make a decision that best fits 

their needs and level of comfortability.   

● The week of July 27th through August 3rd, a survey will be released in order for 

parents to select their desired method of instruction. 
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Option 1- Face to Face Instruction 

1. The goal would be to include every student every day.  Based on the current 

social distancing guidance, Northwest will begin in a hybrid model that 

includes alternating face to face and remote learning days. 

2. Northwest will begin the year with students assigned to a “Northwest” Group or a 

“Rangers” Group.  All students in the “Northwest” Group will attend every 

Monday and Wednesday and all students in the “Rangers” Group will attend 

every Tuesday and Thursday.  The groups will alternate every other Friday in 

order to maximize the instructional time spent in the classroom in front of the 

Northwest faculty and staff. 

a. For Example, The first 2 weeks of school would be as follows: 

b. The “Northwest” Group attends 8/31, 9/2, 9/4, 9/9 

c. The “Rangers” Group attends 9/1, 9/3, 9/8, 9/10, 9/11 

3. Groups will be divided based upon the household surname. This will ensure that 

students in the same household will attend on the same day. 

4. Teachers will instruct students while in class, and will give them direction on what 

they expect them to complete on their “at home” days.  The expectation would be 

that all students return to school on their next assigned day with their 

assignments completed. 

5. Students in Pre-K and Kindergarten will attend every day on a modified split 

schedule. 

 

Option 2- Remotely Live Streamed into the NW classroom 

1. Students would be assigned to a “Northwest” Group or a “Rangers” Group. 

2. Students would participate on their assigned days via ZOOM by following their 

regular class schedule.  Ex. @ 8:01, students would be logged into Period 1. 

3. Teachers would instruct students while in class, and will give them direction on 

what they expect them to complete on their “at home” days.  The expectation 

would be that all students return to school on their next assigned day with their 

assignments completed. 

 

Option 3- Remote Instruction Via the NW Virtual Academy 

1. Students selecting this option remain a full-time Northwest Student 

2. Students would be enrolled into the NW Virtual Academy by their respective 

guidance counselor. 

3. Students would receive a class schedule that would mirror their Northwest 

schedule to the greatest extent possible. 

a. This allows for a smooth transition back into a NW classroom at any given 

time. 

4. Students at the K-5 level would be enrolled into Accelerate Ed. 



5. Students at the 6-12 level would be enrolled into Edmentum. 

 

There will be a virtual Open House for families considering this option on Thursday, 

7/23 @ 1:00 PM at the following link: 

https://liu18.zoom.us/j/96261163684?pwd=ZGhSSEY0T1c3YkRvUEt0ZW9hc2o5UT09 

 

Meeting ID: 962 6116 3684 

Password: 295555 

 

 

 

Northwest Virtual Academy Resource Videos 

1. Using Virtual Reality in EOA (Frog Dissection): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqZeYiLZoeM&feature=youtu.be 

2. Special Ed Support in EOA: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

slIOKOGqho&feature=youtu.be 

 

Course Guides 

● K-5 students will participate in core course work. 

● 6-12 Course Catalog https://www.edmentum.com/course-catal... 
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