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From the Principal
Hello Sanderson Families. We are trying out a new weekly newsletter format. Thank you to everyone
that completed the latest survey as we plan for the next phase of the Return to Learn Plan. You can
�nd the latest information at this link. We will continue to share information as details are �nalized.
Please feel free to email me at eliebowitz@mtsd.org if you have any questions.

Family Workshops
Topics will include:
* Return to School In-Person and COVID-19
* Understanding how to quell anxiety in ourselves and our kids
* Learn when to worry...and what to worry about
* Identify how to set manageable family goals and expectations around: screen time; socializing with
peers; grades and homework; and more!

More information and links can be found here.

Health Office News from Nurse Loranna
A lot of important reminders this week. Please be sure to look over the information for the BinaxNOW
antigen testing. We will have it available for students and staff who choose to opt in. This rapid test
would only be used in the event that someone becomes symptomatic while at school. All the same
health guidelines will need to be followed if the test is negative. Feel free to reach out to me with any
questions regarding masks. Students should have an extra mask with them at school. We do have
backups as well but it is best to have the right �t for each child. Masks should be snug, cover the
mouth and nose and not have gaps in the sides. Also, if you have not already, be sure to send in your
student’s annual health updated contact/health information. If you need a copy of the form, let me
know. Please reach out to me if your child will have any medications needed at school (such as an epi
pen/inhaler) and/or if you have any health related concerns. Thank You!! lalmeida@mtrsd.org

Preschool News from Ms. Melanie
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In our remote classroom, we have been exploring the concept of motion. We shared our ideas about
what the word “motion” means and agreed that it meant “when something is moving”. We knew that
when we “push” something, it goes away from us, and when we “pull” something, it comes toward us.
We each found something to show the idea of motion--some of us had toy cars or tractors. We took
turns sharing how our objects moved when we pushed or pulled them.
In our outdoor time, we had fun pushing and pulling friends on a sled on the snowy ice of the salt-shed
road. We were surprised how fast the sled moved over the icy ground. We took turns lying on the sled
and using our arms to propel the sled--great fun!

Kindergarten News from Ms. Sarah
In our social skills program, we are continuing work with our mini-unit of thinking strategies to help us
cope with problems, as it is often what we think that upsets us and not the problem itself. This week
we learned the third strategy: Rock brain versus Super�ex! Rock brain happens when we get stuck on
a problem and �nd ourselves thinking the same thing over and over. We can help ourselves feel better
by pulling out Super�ex and thinking of as many solutions as possible to the problem. We don’t even
need to try all of them! Just thinking about different solutions can help us get out of Rock brain and
feel better.

First Grade News from Mrs. Pedersen
First grade had a lot of fun celebrating the 100th day of school. We participated in a variety of fun
activities. We started with hand clapping 10’s, 5’s and 2’s to 100. We counted how many jumps we
could do in 100 seconds. We read The One Hundred Day Worries. The �rst graders wrote what they
would like to have 100 of and what they would not like to have 100 of. Mrs. Prew led us in a fun class
activity and we made crowns for the 100th day and solved a math mystery problem.

Second grade News from Ms. Robertson
As part of our poetry unit this week, we compared and contrasted two poems called Fish and The
Gecko using a Venn diagram. When we thought about how these poems are alike, we applied our
knowledge of poetry, sharing ideas such as they are both rhyming poems and they both describe real
animals and how they move. When we discussed how the two poems are different, we were able to
identify different feelings a reader may have after reading each poem. Poetry is also a focus during our
writing time. This week we are working on an “I Am” group poem about a frog. Our �rst step was to
brainstorm words that describe a frog, such as spotted, small, and slimy, and actions that a frog does,
such as jump, swim, and sit. We are using these ideas to write our poem, which we will then revise to
make it stronger. As part of our poetry writing, we will also be working on color poems. We have
started to discuss colors and objects that are known for being a speci�c color, such as four-leaf
clovers, limes, and grasshoppers known for being green. After we brainstorm a list of objects known
for being a certain color, our next step is to read aloud a poem that focuses on the same color, which
provides us with additional ideas to add to our brainstorm.

Third grade News from Ms. Carole



Split Up Everything Get to a Friendly
Number

Give and Take

Standard Algorithm

Now that we have a solid foundation in number sense from using manipulatives, third grade
mathematicians are doing a great job learning the ins and outs of solving multi-digit subtraction with
an algorithm. This week we tackled those pesky problems that have zeros on the top that make
regrouping a two-step operation. It is wonderful to see the con�dence grow steadily as we tackle more
challenging problems. Next we will be dissecting word problems and turning them into addition,
multiplication, and subtraction problems.
The hybrid students of Third Grade South have been learning how to sew for the past few weeks. They
are each working on a nine-patch quilted pillow. They have learned not only how to sew, but also how
to thread needles, tie knots, and start and end a row of sewing securely. It has been exciting for them
to see their own progress as the pieces of fabric slowly come together.

Third grade News from Mrs. Wyckoff
This week during language arts third graders continue to enjoy the Sanderson Academy tournament
of books! The books are so fantastic that often third graders just can’t decide which book to vote for!
During our second step time we revisited our “showing compassion” lesson. Following our review, we
went into small groups to discuss various scenarios and ways we can show compassion during those
moments. For example if you saw a kindergartener slip and fall down in front of you what could you
do? Third graders offered the following ideas: help them back up and get the nurse, ask if they are
okay, give them a hug, locate their teacher, or ask if they need help getting to the nurse. Each day we
continue to think about ways we can show kindness to others to make our world a little bit brighter!

Fourth Grade News from Mrs. Lagoy
What an exciting week in mathematics. We are exploring addition strategies during math. Take a look
at some of our strategies and ask your child to tell you which their favorite strategy is:
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Math (Title I) with Mrs. Prew
Let’s try a problem together!
How many dots are here? How do you know? What strategy did you use?
Did you count by 1s?1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9…
Did you count by 5s? 5, 10…
Did you count by 3s? 3, 6, 9…
Did you use a different strategy? Email me your strategy and total: aprew@mtrsd.org :)

Fifth Grade News from Ms. Johnson
In science, �fth grade has been learning about Earth’s place in the solar system. Students each made
sundials and then went out each hour to mark the times based on the shadows. They used a couple
cups to make a model of the phases of the moon as well. Another activity we did this week was to
prepare moon journals to start keeping track of lunar observations starting with the new moon on
Saturday.

Sixth Grade News from Mrs. Schreiber
Sixth grade is learning how to �nd the unit rate. For example, if someone travels 120 miles in three
hours, the unit rate is 40 miles per hour. We are learning how to �nd the unit rate using different
models. How would you �nd it? We are also studying the ancient civilization of Mesopotamia and
discussing why this area was conducive for the development of one of the �rst civilizations.
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Reading Room News from Mrs. Morey
Our Tournament of Books continues as the winners from the �rst round go up against each other in
round two. Some votes were almost too close to call! There are some great stories, I hope it inspires
students to seek these books out in libraries. Ask your child which book is their favorite so far.

Speech and Language News from Trish Aurigemma
Answer to February’s Riddle for Valentine’s: How did the telephone propose to his girlfriend?
Answer: He gave her a ring?
Explanation: This is another multiple meaning riddle. The word “ring” has two meanings. One is the
sound a bell or a telephone makes and the other is a piece of jewelry worn on a �nger. To understand
this riddle, we need to know that telephone’s make ringing sounds and that when people get engaged
they usually receive a ring.

I hope you enjoyed the riddle.

March’s Riddle for St. Patrick’s Day: What type of bow cannot be tied?

You can email me your response to paurigemma@mtrsd.org. I look forward to seeing your responses.

https://s.smore.com/u/ce33e6d5ee1c90339fad6559d1781672.png
mailto:paurigemma@mtrsd.org


Facebook

About Us

808 Cape Street, Ash�eld, MA, … eliebowitz@mtrsd.org

(413) 628-4404 sanderson.mohawktrailschools…

http://facebook.com/SandersonAcademy
https://s.smore.com/u/b450371c90f77e97dd338adff27d1322.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=808%20Cape%20Street%2C%20Ashfield%2C%20MA%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:eliebowitz@mtrsd.org
tel:(413) 628-4404
https://sanderson.mohawktrailschools.org/

