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From the Principal: We welcomed back students in grades preschool through second
grade for afternoon in-person learning this week. It was so wonderful to see the
students. They have all grown so much taller!!!! On Monday, January 25th, we welcome
students in grades third through sixth grade. Please contact the school if you have any
questions.

Report Cards: Students that are participating in hybrid learning will receive their report
cards on Monday, February 1st. Students that are participating in remote only learning
will receive will reports in the mail during the week of February 1st.

Bus Routes: Please visit https://www.mtrsd.org/Transportation for the newest bus pick-up
times.

Preschool News from Mrs. Freeman: We have been talking about what it means to be
kind, sharing examples of how to show kindness, and encouraged to be kind in some way
each day. We hope our acts help to spread kindness everywhere! Todd and Peggy’s book,
Kindness to Share from A to Z, was the perfect book to read for our discussion. Each
letter in the alphabet gave an example of a kind act.

After reading the book, we shared examples of how to be kind. It was impressive to hear
such young children share examples of kindness. Most were their own ideas, and not
examples from the book! The following were our ideas of how we could be kind: Helping
to shovel snow, holding a door open for someone else, cleaning up the house, sharing
toys, picking up your toys, just playing so family members can get work done, helping

https://www.mtrsd.org/Transportation


with groceries, and an older sister giving up her toy to her younger one to replace the
one the dog ate!

Preschool News from Ms. Melanie: We have been learning about animals that hibernate
during the long winter months. We made bears from paper and stuffed them full for a
winter’s nap. We talked about animals we know that hibernate and made up some new
yoga poses for a bear, a bat, and a frog, moving our bodies to show how these animal
friends might look in hibernation. We are using our five senses to make observations
about the changes we find in our winter landscape. We can hear the birds, feel the
coldness of the snow and ice, see the clouds scurrying across the winter sky, and taste
the freshness of new-fallen snow.  It is a magical time of year.

Kindergarten News from Ms. Sarah: In writer’s workshop, we are now studying fantasy
fiction--pretend stories that have things in them that could not happen in real life. We
started by reading some mentor texts to see what this kind of writing is like. Students
have used a graphic organizer to plan their characters and setting, as well as the problem
their characters will have at the beginning of their books and how the problem will be
solved at the end. And this week, we have started writing our books! We have learned
more letter sounds and are now including beginning sound sentences with our
illustrations.  We will share our finished pieces on Flipgrid.

First Grade News from Mrs. Pedersen: This week first grade started a new author, Leo
Lionni. We have enjoyed reading “Frederick” and “The Extraordinary Egg”. In math we
continued with mathematical strategies; double facts, doubles plus 1 or minus 1, add a
ten fact and add 9 facts. We are learning about animal tracks through online learning
and outdoor exploration with our hybrid group. We are completing math and reading
assessments with first graders.

Second Grade News from Ms. Robertson: The week finds us finishing the “Silly Stories”
theme in our reading anthologies, as we read two stories about hippopotamuses. One
story, called The Surprise, is fantasy based and the other story, called “Hippos” is a
nonfiction selection. Prior to reading the stories, we focused on story vocabulary, sharing
what we know about hippos, and brainstorming describing words for hippos. Our next
reading unit will focus on poetry. We have also started a new phonics and spelling unit
on suffixes. We are focusing on the endings –s, -es, -ed, -ing, -er, and –est and discussing
when to use them. For example, the endings –s and –es are used when we want to make
words plural, such as hills and benches, and the endings -er and -est are used when we
are comparing two or more things, such as when one pencil is longer than another
pencil. As part of our math time, we have been extending our daily Number Corner
activities by writing story problems about the data that is shown on the bar graphs and
picture graphs that are a part of our January calendar. We are also exploring the use of
number lines to find the difference between two numbers. For example, if we want to



find the difference between 7 and 16, we can start at 7 and make 9 jumps of one to get to
16. Or we can use our knowledge of make 10 facts and add 10 facts and make one jump
of 3 to get from 7 to 10 and another jump of 6 to get from 10 to 16. Then we add these
two jumps together to get the difference of 9.

Third grade News from Mrs. Wyckoff: Third graders recently finished our first two second
step units which include: skills for learning and empathy. During these two units children
learned all about the importance of looking at someone’s face to get clues about how
they are feeling. Children also learned about finding common interests as a way to enter
a conversation with someone new. In language arts our focus this week has been on
non-fiction books and how the features of non -fiction text can help you identify the main
idea and supporting details. In social studies we are learning about the events leading up
to the American Revolution and the reasons for why the colonists wanted independence
from Great Britain. Both third grade classes have been working to fill a marble jar during
language arts classes. Marbles can be earned by following all classroom expectations,
staying on task, completing work and of course being kind and respectful. Both classes
successfully earned and filled their jars, so each language arts class will celebrate with a
pajama day on Friday!

Third grade News from Ms. Carole: Third graders in third grade south worked together to
write a letter to the new president this week. They congratulated him on winning the
election, and they made suggestions for things they would like him to do. Some
suggestions were to stop the pollution in the ocean, to make sure people are paid for
their hard work, and to help out homeless people. Third graders were very thoughtful as
they came up with their suggestions, and we are hopeful to receive a reply soon!

Fourth Grade News from Mrs. Lagoy: Oftentimes students come to fourth grade having
read at least one book that is part of the Read Side by Side Program (a.k.a. The C.I.A.
Approach - Collect, Interpret, Apply), which is the program that I use, and that’s ok.
Here’s why: The program focusing on teaching students how good readers approach
books.
-We learn about genre and the predictability of each story element within a genre. We
learn about which story elements are most important. We learn what questions we
should be asking while we are reading and how the author’s message will be revealed.
-During the first quadrant, we gather information about the characters, setting, problems
and important events. Prior to fourth grade, students have already had a lot of practice
with these skills and, albeit important, is sometimes hard to slow our reading down
during this quadrant.
-In the second quadrant, we start to examine the author’s craft. What choices does s/he
make as they tell the story? We ask ourselves why s/he is doing that and then think about



what his/her message might be. This is a new skill for fourth graders and one that they
enjoy exploring.
-In the third quadrant, we name a line of thinking (about what the author’s message is)
and gather evidence to support our line of thinking. As we near the end of the third
quadrant, we look for the turning point: the most important event in the story, where the
author’s message is revealed and where the plot changes dramatically. These are both
newer skills that students have been exposed to prior to fourth grade and gain
confidence with throughout our year together. This is a huge focus of my instruction!
-Then, we read the fourth quadrant without interruption to see how the author wraps
everything up and for the pure enjoyment of finishing the book.
Throughout our reading we pull in outside texts to help build our background knowledge
about topics the author is exposing us to. We also engage in a formal writing assignment
at the end of each quadrant that showcases our learning throughout the quadrant and
helps strengthen our “writing about our reading” skills. A personal favorite is that
students learn how to make appropriate predictions based on evidence in the story and,
more importantly, by using what they know about the genre!
I truly believe, based on my past experience, that students are not bothered by the fact
they may have read a book before. They are able to gain a richer understanding of the
book and the author’s message, and are able to engage more deeply in the reading
process. I have always received positive feedback from students that they have enjoyed
the book more reading it the “CIA Way.”

Sixth Grade News from Mrs. Schreiber: Sixth grade has been busy writing character
essays over the past few weeks. We have been learning about using transition words and
phrases, organization, when to use commas, how to use peer conferencing, etc. In math
we have been practicing multiplying fractions and mixed numbers as well as writing our
own algorithms/steps to solve these types of problems every time. In unit study we have
been learning about early humans and types of scientists that study the past. The last
few weeks as well as this week have also been dedicated to talking about Martin Luther
King Jr. On Tuesday we looked at different quotes from MLK and have analysed them
and written our own interpretations of what he may have meant by his words and what
they may mean to us today.

Math (Title I) with Mrs. Prew: Winter assessments are going well! We use interview-style
assessments to give students the chance to really share their ideas and strategies (not
just their answers). The really neat thing about the check-ins is that each student has the
opportunity to reflect on their learning, both mathematics learning that happens in the
context of school as well as organic experiences in their lives that connect to school
math. Students are assessed not only on their understanding of grade-level mathematics
skills but also things such as their feelings about math and how capable they feel when



learning new math. Thank you for supporting your children with navigating break-out
rooms, transitioning between different online classrooms, and attending afternoon
check-ins! I want to remind you to check out this link, Math at Home, from Bridges. Click
on a grade-level for games, activities, and supports for learning math this school year!
aprew@mtrsd .org

Health Office News from Nurse Loranna: Greetings from the health office! I wanted to
reach out this week to give some tips about mask wearing for children. Getting a correct
fit is important, your mask should cover your mouth and nose and fit snugly- avoiding
gaps on the sides. Having 2 or more layers of fabric is also important. Cloth masks should
be washed after each use. Practicing at home is helpful, as students gain more
confidence in putting on or taking off their masks they will gain independence while at
school. Please continue to reinforce washing hands or using hand sanitizer before
applying their mask and after removing it. The following is from the family guidance and
requirements handbook: “All students and staff are expected to wear a clean mask at all
times. Masks should be either a homemade two-ply cloth mask, disposable pleated
surgical (including tie behind type), or non-medical earloop mask. All masks must be fit to
the face, covering the nose and mouth without gaps. No scarves, valved masks,
bandanas, gaiter masks, or face shields worn without a mask will be accepted. Child and
adult masks are available (daily) through the nurse if needed. Only documented medical
excuses for not wearing a mask are allowed.”

Please send in with your child several masks when they are at school. I have lots of
donated cloth masks as well so please let me know if your student needs any and what
style they prefer. Sometimes it takes trying a few different styles to find what works best.
I will be available to support students and staff with this and can help make adjustments.
If your student is riding a bus or carpooling they should put on their mask before
entering the vehicle. Eating is not allowed on buses so please plan accordingly. Please
don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or concerns~ Nurse Loranna

Community Event:
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