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From the Principal: We would like to wish everyone a safe, healthy and fun February
vacation week. It is great to have quite a bit of snow to enjoy winter activities. Classes will
begin again on Monday, February 22nd.  Have a great week!!

Preschool News from Mrs. Freeman: Preschoolers are excited about Valentine’s Day! We
are busy making valentines, writing our names, and learning the letters in our friends’
names.  We look forward to sharing our creations with our friends.

Preschool News from Ms. Melanie: We’ve been a busy group of valentine makers! We
painted beautiful heart-shaped ornaments, made festive valentines to share with local
seniors, made more valentines to share with friends and family, and shared a valentine
craft with our third-grade buddies. With our third-grade buddies, we each made a valentine
“buddy”. Our valentine buddies have a heart-shaped body, “accordion” arms and legs made
by folding strips of paper, and little hearts for their hands and feet. We worked together
with our third-grade buddies during a remote class, sharing our progress with each other
from time-to-time as we carefully created our paper valentine buddies. When we were
done, our buddies asked each other the color of their eyes and then used that color for the
eyes of their paper valentine buddy. Then we added a big smile, and the valentine buddies
were done! It was fun to see all of the cheerful valentine buddies on camera as we wished
each other a “Happy Valentine’s Day” at the end of our meeting.

We wish you all a Happy Valentine’s Day and a wonderful February vacation full of good
cheer and lots of outdoor play!

Kindergarten News from Ms. Sarah: Lately in reading, we have been learning how to “sound
out” short words, such as dig, mat, or pen. Each week we focus on a new word family
(words that end the same, such as dig, pig, big, wig) and sound out mystery words from this
family and match pictures to words. We also read a book that has this word family in it.
This week’s book is called The Big Pig which is about a pig who plays in the mud (play is also
our sight word of the week!)



First Grade News from Mrs. Pedersen: First grade enjoyed a Mystery Science read along
that introduced our new science unit on light and sound. The mystery was about the
navigation tugboats provide ships by utilizing sights and sounds. First grade is also enjoying
a variety of valentine read alouds. Our favorite this week was titled, “Valentine”, by Carol
Carrick. We are learning about a spelling strategy for -ould words like; could, would and
should. “Oh U lucky ducky!” In math we are continuing to enjoy a variety of activities
structuring numbers to 100.  We wish everyone a great vacation week next week.

Second grade News from Ms. Robertson: When we think of February, we often think of red
and pink hearts in honor of Valentine’s Day. Though we are not able to celebrate with an
in-person party as we traditionally would, Valentine’s Day was a focus of ours throughout
the week. We had a show and tell that focused on Valentine’s Day and read some stories
with a Valentine’s Day theme, such as Froggy’s First Kiss by Jonathan London and A
Valentine for Ms. Vanilla by Harriet Ziefert. In the latter book, the students in Ms. Vanilla’s
class write two-line rhyming Valentine sentiments, such as:

“Valentine, you mean more to me, Than watching cartoons on my TV.”

“Valentine, I’ll stick to you, Like chewing gum upon my shoe.”

As a tie-in to our poetry unit, students tried their hand at writing their own two-lined
Valentine sentiments.  Here are a few of their poems:

“Valentine, I give to you, An old dirty brown shoe.”

Valentine, you are so sweet, Like a candy treat.

“Valentine, I give to you, My heart, so true.”

And as a way to make a Valentine connection with their friends, second graders were invited
to take part in a class card exchange with each other.

While Valentine symbols are not a part of our Number Corner calendar markers this month,
the markers for February provide an interesting tie-in to our unit on mapping. This month
the calendar markers show the flags of various countries, with the common feature of each
flag being the color red. After seeing what country each daily flag represents, we determine
if its red color makes up exactly half the flag, more than half of the flag, or less than half of
the flag. We also identify the continent on which the day’s country is located and learn a
few facts about it. We will also be using the calendar markers to solve story problems.



Third grade News from Mrs. Wyckoff: Third graders have been focusing on common
homophones such as your and you’re, there, their and they’re to name a few. Homophones
are words that have the same pronunciation, but have different spellings and meanings.
Each week new homophones have been introduced and added to each third graders list of
spelling words. On Friday they are given a sentence and must choose which homophone is
the correct one to write down based on what they hear in the dictated sentence.

During our in-person afternoons, third graders have been collaborating on a list of
classroom rules so that everyone feels safe, respected and feels good about coming to
school. The five rules are the following: Be kind to yourself and others, raise your hand if
you need to say something, follow the 3w’s (wear a mask, wash your hands, watch your
distance), take care of materials and be respectful to others. Wishing you all a wonderful
February vacation!

Third grade News from Ms. Carole: Third grade mathematicians have worked on both
rounding and subtraction in the past few weeks. This week we are putting them together.
We are using rounding to find an estimate for our subtraction problem before we solve it.
Then, once an answer to the actual problem has been obtained, we check to see if it is near
the estimate we initially found. This is a new approach for many students as they are not
always in the habit of checking their work for accuracy. Raising awareness of the need for
an answer to be reasonable and logical is an important part of mathematical thinking as
children learn new techniques and approaches.
In science this week we had a Valentine’s Day theme. We learned about how the heart
pumps blood, what that pulse is that doctors listen to with their stethoscopes, and how we
can listen to our own heart beats. Sending out wishes for a heart-filled Valentine’s Day and
a wonderful week of fun for all!

Fourth Grade News from Mrs. Lagoy: We have begun our studies of the Southwest Region
and are continuing to deepen our understanding of fractions and decimals. I think the most
exciting news from fourth grade is that our African American research projects are
underway. Be sure to ask your child who they are studying and any connections they are
making to our curriculum or the research their friends are doing. We will be exchanging our
electronic valentines tomorrow during our remote learning time. Students have been hard



at work creating an electronic valentine to share. Some of them have individualized a
valentine for each student and others have spent time creating one valentine that can be
shared with everyone. They are quite elaborate and I can’t wait to see everyone’s finished
work. In honor of Valentine’s Day, we are going to have some alternative learning projects
tomorrow.  Be sure to ask your child what their favorite activity was.

Fifth Grade News from Ms. Johnson: Fifth grade has started the final project of our
government unit. Students are creating games with government themes. They can make
board games, trivia games, card games, or get creative. They have to have at least twenty
questions from what they learned in the unit, but can have other questions as well. A
popular topic students like to write questions about are presidents and their pets. Players
have to be presented questions at least every 2-3 turns. The games need to include written
rules as well. We look forward to seeing everyones’ games and getting creative as we play
them in socially distant ways.

Math (Title I) with Mrs. Prew: Why are math games important? "Playing games encourages
strategic mathematical thinking as students find different strategies for solving problems
and deepen their understanding of numbers”. Want to play a math game on a snowy day?
All you need is a die! Younger kiddos, roll the die twice to form a two-digit number. Other
players do the same. Whoever makes the highest number wins the round. You can keep
score for competitive fun. The first grade friends played this game against Ms. Pedersen and
I and they won twice in a row! There are many variations for older kiddos. You can make
three or four digit numbers. You can even make decimal numbers and practice your
numeral identification skills. Would you rather try out a digital math game? Check out one
of these Digital Work Places: Race to the Cookie Jar and Dragon’s Treasure. Enjoy!
aprew@mtrsd.org

Health Office News from Nurse Loranna: Greetings from the health office!!
As we continue with the covid vaccination rollout in Massachusetts I wanted to reach out to
provide some resources that may help support this process. Currently we are in the
beginning of phase two, in which adults over 75 are eligible to get vaccinated, as well as
anyone in phase 1 who has not yet been vaccinated. If you are trying to support
family/friends in getting vaccinated a good place to start will be on the mass.gov website -
https://www.mass.gov/guides/how-to-prepare-for-your-covid-19-vaccine-appointment.
Once determined the individual is eligible, the next steps would be finding out where to get
vaccinated. There are many options on where to get your vaccination including through
your primary care doctor (not all are able to provide this-you will need to check first),
pharmacies such as cvs and walgreens, big y, senior centers and community health centers
as well as large clinics such as at Umass Amherst. This can be a challenging process, try not
to loose hope as persistence will pay off in the end. Once vaccinated it is very, very
important to continue with our mitigation strategies such as wearing a mask,

https://student-activities.mathlearningcenter.org/?97208e4c
https://student-activities.mathlearningcenter.org/?1831d62b
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watching your distance and washing your hands. As well as staying home when sick
and contacting your dedicated school nurse :) for guidance. We are only in the
beginning of this process and we will need to continue to be diligent, the vaccinations we
have available are very promising and bring a great deal of hope to a challenging time! So
hang in there everyone and keep reaching out, support your friends, family and children
and community at large, get outdoors if you can and keep taking it one day at a time.

Speech and Language News from Trish Aurigemma:
Answer to November’s Brain Teaser : What has hands but cannot clap?
Answer: The hands on a face of a clock.
Explanation: A clock’s hands are arrows that point to the numbers on the clock. They can’t
come together and clap.

February’s Riddle for Valentine’s: How did the telephone propose to his girlfriend?

You can email me your response to paurigemma@mtrsd.org.

I look forward to seeing your responses.
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