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March 27, 2020 

Greetings Jennings County Families, 

 

When March came in like a lamb, I don’t think any of us anticipated it would be going 

out like this ferocious lion!  Thank you for all you have done to help us transition to a 

different way of teaching, learning, and communicating.  While what is happening 

around us is beyond our control, we do have some plans in place that will provide some 

structure and guidance for how we handle April.  

 

After School Activities and Field Trips: 

 

All afterschool activities are cancelled until May 1.  This may extend beyond this date as 

you know.  All field trips are cancelled for this school year.  We are working with field 

trip companies, and they are working with vendors to provide us with refunds. We will 

update you as we receive information from companies and will issue refunds as they 

become available. 

 

March 30-April 3 

 

Next week, we will continue with E-Learning for students and teachers as planned. As 

you know, the Governor issued a shelter in place for all non-essential businesses and 

asked Hoosiers to stay home to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. School personnel 

are considered essential when they are preparing E-Learning or meals for students. At 

this time, we will continue to do both, with adjustments to how we function.  We will 

continue to make common sense decisions that also allow for grace, compassion and 

kindness.  Next week, our buildings will be staffed, Monday-Friday from 9:00-2:30, with 

a small group of essential employees.  The doors will be locked, but you can call the 

number posted on the door if you need to pick up medicine etc.  Additionally, you can 

email staff, and we will respond.  

 

April 6-May 1 

 E-Learning and Learning Packets Blend – 

April 6th – May 1st 

                  We will utilize E-Learning and Paper Packets  

                  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

April 7, 8, 9; April 14, 15, 16; April 21, 22, 23; April 28, 29, 30 

                    

Mondays and Fridays will be used for teacher preparation and grading.  Students will not 

be responsible for any assignments on Mondays or Fridays. Buildings will be open 
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Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 9:00-2:30 with a small essential staff.  

Buildings will be closed on Mondays and Fridays. 

 

Grades (K-6) 

Teachers are working on a plan to create learning packets for all students K-6 to respond 

to the needs of many students without internet.  All teachers K-6 will offer the same 

learning packet across the district for each grade level. This will allow us to support all 

students consistently and more effectively. Teachers may continue to use their Google 

Classroom.  The internet and approved software programs will be offered to students as 

supplemental and enrichment activities and included in the packet guidance as an option. 

Please make sure you read the Learning Packet guidance to know what is required and 

what is optional. We will plan to distribute learning packets during the meal pick-ups on 

April 2.  For any family, who doesn’t pick up their packet, we will mail them on Friday, 

April 3. We will plan to have a learning packet drop off for returning work the third 

week of April and in May if we continue to not be in session.  We will release 

information for packet drop off at a later time. 

 

Grades (7-12)  
JCMS will continue with eLearning through the month of April as we have 

previously.  Our teachers will be posting in their Google Classroom the assignments for 

each week.  They will post them as:  April 4-6 / April 11-13 / April 18-20.  If you do 

NOT have access to the internet, please TEXT:  812-592-1980 with the student 

name only.  We will put a packet together with your child's assignments and mail the 

assignments to the address in Skyward.  If your address has changed, please contact the 

middle school to update your mailing address.   

JCHS will continue with eLearning through the month of April as we have 

previously.  Our teachers will be posting in their Google Classroom the assignments for 

each week.  If you do NOT have access to the internet, please call (812)346-5588 and 

leave a message with your student’s name. We will put a packet together with your 

child's assignments and mail the assignments to the address in Skyward.  If your address 

has changed, please contact the high school to update your mailing address. 

 

Technology Platforms and software 

Google Meet 

Opening Video Conferencing for Students and Teachers 

The district will be sending out more information to allow students and teachers to 

connect through Google Meet. This will be the only video conferencing tool that the 

district will use.  We will also be providing families with an opt-out form if they choose 

not to allow Google Meet.  The opt-out form will be available on our website Monday 

and will be emailed out using Skyward information. Go Guardian screen access will be 
allowed at home for students, if the parents do not opt out, during the 9:00-2:30 pm 
eLearning window.  We think it is important for our teachers and students to be able to 
connect virtually, and for high school, it may be necessary for college classes and 
credits.  We will be assisting with providing hot spots for students required to have 
internet.  More information will be coming from your child’s school staff.  We do 
respect your right to opt out if you do not want your child to connect virtually with their 
teacher. If you do NOT want your child to participate, you can call 812-346-3913 and 
leave your name and your child’s name to OPT OUT of Google Meet and virtual 
meetings.  
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4th 9 Weeks Grades/2nd Semester Exams 

The 4th 9 weeks will be a Hold Harmless for Students. Student’s second semester grades 

for 2020 will be based on the 3rd 9-week grade.  If the ELearning/ Learning Packet work 

improves their grade, it will be factored in. If it lowers their grade, it will not be factored 

in.  The 4th 9-weeks grades will only be factored into second semester grades if they 

improve overall grades.  With assessments cancelled for 2020, we are able to be more 

flexible and creative with the content we teach in April.      

 

2nd Semester Exams for JCMS and JCHS 

We will cancel 2nd Semester Final Exams.  If we are back in school at the beginning of 

May, we will focus on reestablishing connections with our students and focus on 

learning rather than testing.  Again, we are working to create opportunities for students 

without penalizing them for the current Pandemic. 

 

Providing Student Meals 

On March 19, we were able to feed over 37,000 meals.  This was possible due to the 70+ 

volunteers we had working throughout the week in eight school locations.  For the April 

2nd meal pick-up, we will be using employee and community volunteers again. At this 

time, our food service director has been able to secure food for the April 2 pick-up.  The 

prepackaged foods are becoming more scarce, and we may have trouble continuing to 

provide meals. We will do it every Thursday in April as long as we are able to do so 

safely with volunteers and have the food available.  This situation may change of course.  

We will simply do the best we can.  We heard from many of you the food was necessary 

and appreciated. We also heard you say that you appreciated knowing we CARE. We 

absolutely do care about our kids and our community. We are fortunate to have many 

community members pulling together and assisting us with this program. 

 

Food Pick-Up 

We will have food (five breakfasts and five lunches) pick-up on Thursday, April 2 

from 11:00-1:00 at Brush Creek, Graham Creek, Hayden, North Vernon Elementary, 

Sand Creek, Scipio and Jennings County High School.  We will have food pick-up on 

Thursday, April 2 from 5:00-6:00 at Jennings County Middle School.  We ask for your 

patience and kindness as we provide you the food as quickly as possible with the 

volunteers we have available.  

 

Gratitude 

As you know this is an unprecedented time in our history.  I have had several of you 

reach out and offer assistance and words of kindness.  THANK YOU!  We have all been 

redesigning and transforming what we do and shifting our thinking and processes.  It has 

been a challenge, I know. One thing I have had reinforced time and time again 

throughout this crisis is that Jennings County is the place to be if you have to weather a 

storm or COVID-19.  We are a community and take care of one another. Today, I have 

provided you with some answers to what we will do to move forward for our students.  If 

you have questions, please reach out to your building principals.  We met virtually for 

several hours yesterday, and they understand and helped develop the plans contained in 

this guidance. So, while we know what we will do, the how is where the Jennings 

County magic happens. We will rely on each of you to help us navigate these times of 

uncertainty. We will continue to make all of our decisions based on what is best for our 
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students and safety comes first. Please take care of yourselves and your families.  You 

are important to all of us.  Please let me know how I can continue to serve you. 

 

Teresa Brown, 

Superintendent 

Jennings County Schools 

  

 


