
 
Mr. Arcurio’s Corner 
It is hard to believe that it is October and we have moved 
into Fall!  Our first month of school has been quite different, 
but in many ways it has been the same.  Students and 
teachers have been making connections, sometimes 
virtually; but connections nonetheless.  Our students have 
been demonstrating their character in our halls and on our 
Google Meets.  Our families are keeping in contact with the 
school to ensure that we work together to provide the best 
possible learning opportunities for our students.  All in all, 
many of the important things have persisted during this 
public health crisis. 
 
Each year the first full week in October is NJ Week of 
Respect.  All schools in the state work to bring attention to 
the character trait of respect and combat bullying during this 
week.  One of the ways that we do this each year is to 
designate theme days for each day of the week.  A detailed 
flyer will come home tomorrow, but below are the themes 
for each day next week. 

● Monday - wear pajamas - Put bullying to bed! 
● Tuesday - wear your favorite team jersey or shirt - 

Team up against bullying! 
● Wednesday - wear mismatched clothes - Appreciate 

our Differences! 
● Thursday - wear tie-dye or peace inspired clothing - 

Let’s keep the peace! 
● Friday - wear LBS spirit wear or blue and gold - Respect our School. That’s the Spirit! 

 
As we move into our second month of school, we need to start planning for the second trimester that starts on 
December 7, 2020.  In order to do that we need to find out our projected number of in-person/hybrid students and 
fully virtual students.  Once we gather that information we can determine if we will be able to maintain those 
models or if we will need to adjust them to ensure we meet our health and safety guidelines.  Be on the lookout 
for another Google Form Survey in your email later this month. 
 
Although it is a month away, please also be aware that as per the Governor, school buildings are closed for 
students on Election Day, so all students will receive virtual instruction on that day. 
  
 Better Together, 

Bruce Arcurio - Lead Learner/Superintendent 
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Office Items 
Before and Aftercare 
Just a reminder that Lebanon Borough School offers onsite Before and Aftercare through the YMCA. 
If you are interested in the program please visit the registration website at: YMCA Before/After Care 
Registration 
 
State Testing 
The state of New Jersey requires that parents are notified by October 1st about any state testing that will 
be administered by the district during the school year.  Although the state has not made a determination 
on the status of the assessments, this requirement is still in effect. Below are the state standardized tests 
that will be administered during this school year with corresponding links to information.  
 
Assessment Name: New Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) English Language Arts/Literacy 
Subject Areas: ELA & Math 
Grade Levels Tested: Grades 3-6 
Number of Testing Administrations: 1 
Testing Mode:  Computer-based with paper-based options for students with disabilities 
Testing Time Allotted per student: Unit Testing Times 
Testing Window: TBD 
Results Available: TBD 
Required:  State and Federal 
Information about Available Accommodations and Accessibility Features: NJSLA Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual 
Information for Parents and Guardians Regarding the Assessment: For more information please visit the Office of 
Assessments website 
 
Assessment Name: New Jersey Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) Science Administration 
Subject Areas: Science 
Grade Levels Tested: Grade 5 
Number of Testing Administrations: 1 
Testing Mode:  Computer-based with paper-based options for students with disabilities 
Testing Time Allotted per student: Four 45-minute units for a total of 3 hours 
Testing Window: Computer - TBD 
Results Available: TBD 
Required:  State and Federal 
Information about Available Accommodations and Accessibility Features: NJSLA Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual 
Information for Parents and Guardians Regarding the Assessment: For more information please visit the Office of 
Assessments website 
 
Health Office… 
Bully Free Zone: Thank you to all the parents that have reviewed the HIB parent training and Policy on 
the school’s website. If you haven’t done so, please consider taking a look. The students were busy 
focusing on the character trait of Citizenship this month. Our next character trait will be Respect.  
 
Nurse’s News: The student’s have been doing a wonderful job social distancing, washing their  
hands and wearing their masks. Mr. Haag, Mr. Corso and I have been busy keeping the school and 
nurse’s office clean for everyone. The nurse’s office has a new addition to the fight against germs, the 
Odorox machine. It has been keeping the air free of pathogens to help decrease the spread of illness. 
Each classroom has been stocked with PPEs and they are located throughout the building. Please be 
aware that hand washing is the most effective way in combating illness. With all these precautions, the 
school has seen a decrease of ill visits to the nurse’s office. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
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Just a reminder, if your child is going to be absent, please contact the absentee line by calling the main 
office or visit the school’s website and fill out the electronic form. For your convenience, here’s the link; 
http://www.lebanonschool.org/Report-An-Absence 
 
Art 
Hello and welcome to another fun filled year in the Artroom! While this year may appear to be very 
different from the past, I can assure you there has been no shortage of creativity, imagination, 
exploration and discovery happening here!  
Our LBS artists started the year with a very special portrait where they illustrated themselves with a 
custom designed face mask, and then revealed their happy faces in the “Behind the Mask” project. Their 
interactive artworks were complete with positive and encouraging words about themselves and the 
wonderful people they are! Then our K-4 friends learned about artist Sonia Delaunay and how she 
created the Geometric Abstraction art movement which focused on Rhythm and Movement.  Our artists 
observed her works of art and discussed what they saw in them in reference to the elements of Line, 
Shape, and Color. They then created their own original Geometric Abstract art using concentric circles 
and overlapping lines, and the artworks are stunning! Grade 5 & 6 artists explored the Renaissance art 
movement and learned about “The Renaissance Man” Leonardo da Vinci.  We observed his paintings as 
well as mechanical designs, and focused on his blending technique of “Sfumato”. Students then created 
their own Value scale using pencil creating tones of light gray to dark. They then applied this skill to a 
circle and rendered the highlights and shadows to turn it into a sphere.  Soon we will discuss the 
Post-Impressionist artist Vincent van Gogh and observe his many masterpieces comparing and 
contrasting his best known work. Together we will create our own van Gogh inspired Sunflower 
artwork!  
While I know many of us, if not all, are longing for a return to normalcy, I have to say the time I have 
spent back with our LBS artists has been absolutely awesome! We have smiled together, laughed 
together, and created amazing artwork together.  I am greatly looking forward to this school year and 
cannot wait to see what amazing art is created next! 
 

Music 
We are off to a great start in music class!  It is so nice to see 
everyone’s faces again this school year.  We began this year 
with an emphasis in music vocabulary across all grades.  This 
helps us to have wonderful conversations about music when 
evaluating, critiquing, and interpreting music.  We sang, 
moved to the music, and even played homemade instruments 
to show our understanding of the terms.  We also began our 
monthly music history lesson featuring our “Composer of the 

Month.”  Each month this year, we will discuss a different composer from varying styles, countries, and 
periods of music.  September’s composer was John Williams.  The students really seemed to enjoy his 
music. While learning about him, we discussed music careers including composers, conductors, 
arrangers, and orchestrators.   We also spent time talking 
about the importance and impact of a great film score since 
that is his specialty.  While listening to the music of John 
Williams, students performed musical experiments by 
guessing the mood of an instrumental piece.  They also 
determined what elements in the song helped to create the 
mood while using their music vocabulary.  In October, we 
will be focusing on music literacy in the upper grades and 
introducing new notation in the lower grades.  The third grade will also be starting their recorder unit at 
the end of October. 
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Physical Education/Health 
We are coming to the end of our first month of Physical Education and Health in 2020. A main focus for 
all classes was learning classroom routines that include maintaining proper distancing and hand 
sanitizing routines.  All students are given hand sanitizer before the start and at the end of class. 
Students are continually monitored and reminded to be mindful to keep distances during class.  
Physical Education-   Pre-K & kindergarten have been practicing basic motor skills such as, running, 
marching, hopping, skipping and galloping. We have also begun testing our balancing skills. 1st through 
6th grade focused on fitness components. We learned about and performed exercises that focused on 
cardio, muscular strength, balance and flexibility.  Virtual students were sent fitness assignments via 
Google Classroom. All classes participated in a variety of exercises, games and activities that involved 
fitness components. Health - Hygiene and our pillar of character citizenship were covered by all classes. 
In October Pre-K  & Kindergarten will continue to practice on improving their motor movement skills 
and progress to participation games and activities.  1st - 6th in school students will practice catching and 
throwing frisbees and progress to activities that test their abilities. Virtual student assignments will 
receive assignments to keep them moving and having fun. Frisbee content may be  limited due to space 
limitations.  All students will be sent a link and directions to load the Sworkit Application onto their 
laptops.  Please assist your children with  loading this application.  
Health-  In October we will progress from Hygiene into illness and disease. Respect, will be the pillar of 
character that we will be reviewing. 
 
Enrichment, A.T., BSI 
Things have been very busy in the land of Enrichment and Basic Skills! Students have been learning 
about being safe in their online neighborhood, how to use various features in Google including 
making/editing a Google Slide presentation, and are starting to learn what in the world engineers do! 
Kindergarten and preschool have practice sequencing and story retelling as well as sorting. Next month 
will see some problem solving like engineers taking place across the upper grades while the younger 
grades work on the life cycle of a pumpkin! Information about A/T classes for the upper 
grades/identified students will be coming home this week. Here we go - rolling right into fall! 

 
Preschool 
This has been a very different September, this month we have 
learned the rules of the classroom, social distancing, mask wearing 
and putting on our own masks!  We learned about emotions, fall, 
letters C and O, and a circle.  We have been using seesaw during the 
school day to complete some activities and completed our beginning 
of the year assessment.  We have worked on our fine motor skills 
and cutting skills a lot this month.  In October we will continue our 
beginning of the year unit, we will have a unit on 

pumpkins/halloween. We will continue to learn letters in our alphabet following the Orton-Ghillingham 
approach, shapes and numbers.  

 
Kindergarten 
In Kindergarten, the children have been learning about 
how to be a good citizen and all about the Monarch 
Butterfly life cycle.  We released 12+ butterflies and 
watched them fly away to migrate to Mexico.  What an 
amazing process to watch!  
 

←We learned that this butterfly is a male because of the black dots on the lower wings. 
This one of our butterflies that we raised.  
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Here are some pictures of what we observed along with the life cycle of our butterflies!  
The children have been awesome with following all the new protocols to keep 
themselves and those around them safe! To remind us, we have little rhymes and hand 
motions- “Keep space to keep safe!” We are having fun 
and learning all at the same time!  
In Math we have been learning how to count, create and 
represent the number 0-5. 

We already know 4 sight words (I, am, little, & the). We also have been 
working hard on identifying beginning sounds and rhyming words! We 
have been so busy this past month!  
 
 
First Grade 
 We’re very excited to be back in school!  I’m so proud of our class; they’re doing a wonderful job 
following the new social distancing guidelines!  During the first weeks of school, we’ve learned about 
our school and classroom rules, and in Social Studies we’ve reviewed what it means to be a good 
citizen.  In Science, we started our unit on “The Spinning Sky”.  The students have enjoyed learning 
about the sun and it’s daily patterns in the sky.  We’ve also conducted some shadow experiments; the 
students have discovered that a shadow can move even when an object is not moving.  
In Reading, we’ve taken a close look at stories like Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse and The Name Jar.  With 
these stories, we’ve learned how to make predictions, analyze characters, make inferences, and retell the 
stories in our own words.  We’re also learning new spelling 
patterns.  We’ve just reviewed digraphs and are now working on 
compound words.  We’ve learned how to pound and tap the 
sounds in words.  In the weeks to come, the students will be using 
Reader’s Workshop to practice their reading strategies.  
In Math, we just completed our first module in our new math 
program, Into Math.  We’ve learned strategies like putting 
together, using doubles facts, and making a ten to add.  In our 
next unit that we will start this week, we will be learning 
subtraction strategies.  
 
Second Grade 
Here in second grade, we are so excited to be back to school and in the swing of things! It has been a 
busy first month of school getting to know each other and getting adjusted to our new way of learning. 
At recess, we get to play with chalk and do fun social distancing games in the big field. We are learning 
lots of new and exciting things together! 
 In Reading and Writing, we are learning all about personal narratives and a lot about ourselves! We are 
working on writing our own personal narratives about a special place that we have visited. We learned 
about what makes a complete sentence and adjective, and are remembering to make our sentences 
stronger by writing them with lots of descriptive details! 
In Math, we are learning how to use our ten facts to help us solve different word problems. We know all 
of our ten facts and how they can help make addition and subtraction more fun! We use our cubes and 
chip counters to help us add and subtract as well! 
In Science, we are learning about the different species of animals and how animals are classified by 
biologists. Soon, we will be able to create our own class zoo with all of the creative animals that we 
have designed ourselves. 
In Social Studies, we are beginning to learn about citizenship and about the different parts of our 
government. We have also read She Persisted together and learned about all of the incredible women 
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that have made a difference in history! We really loved learning about Ruby Bridges’ because she was a 
student in school just like us. 
We are so excited for the month of October because we have lots of fall activities planned. Second grade 
is the best of the best! 
 
Third Grade 
We are The 3rd Grade Pathfinders! Usually the third graders are aptly 
named the new “Corradi Crew,” but this year I felt it was necessary to find a 
name that fit our unique circumstances; we are finding new ways along this 
path. The Pathfinders have transitioned well to their new schedule and we 
have hit the trail on this new adventure together. In math we are learning all 
about multiplication and the strategies to solve problems using our 
knowledge of products and equal groups. In science we have studied how 
paleontologists understand prehistoric times based on the clues that animals 
left behind. In reading we have embarked on the Daily 5 reading schedule 
whereby reading and writing and listening to reading are an everyday 

learning activity. We’ve focused on thinking 
about reading and identifying key story elements. We’re also becoming 
word collectors! In writing we are well into our first personal narrative 
which is based on an early memory. We are learning to “explode the 
moment” so we can show our reader the moment- -by-moment details of 
our story. We also took an autumn-senses walk to gather information for 
a fall Haiku poem based on syllable patterns. In social studies we have 
focused on citizenship as a character trait and as honorable actions of 
strong communities and community members. Next month we look 
forward to mastering our times tables through six and continuing to learn 
about animals in prehistoric time.   
 

Fourth Grade 
Our year has been off to a great start!  It has been so nice getting to know my new students, both in 
school and virtually.  LBS is such a great school, and I couldn’t have landed in a better position.  The 
students have been adjusting to structured school again, and the rules/procedures that go along with 
being fourth graders.  One thing we will be working on this year is becoming more independent and 
responsible in our learning. 
In ELA, we have been working on the skills of sequencing, author’s purpose, characters, setting, and 
plot.  We have been reading realistic fiction and historical fiction excerpts in our Reading Street books. 
Those excerpts were Because of Winn-Dixie, Lewis and Clark and Me, and On the Banks of Plum 
Creek.  This week, we are reading an excerpt from The Horned Toad Prince (Trickster Tales).  In 
October, we will be moving into a Novel called Mr. Popper's Penguins.  We will be reading the story as 
a class and completing activities that go along with the story. 
In science, we are learning about energy.  We have learned about using energy to power something, as 
well as speed and energy.  We will also be learning about energy and collisions, transferring energy, 
electrical energy, heat and energy, and reusable energy.  We have had a great time creating the Mystery 
Science activities.  We have created a Twist-O-Matic ride, as well as a roller coaster.  There are a few 
more fun activities that we will be completing during this unit.  We also have several more videos to go 
along with our learning. 
In math, we have completed our module 1 on place value.  We have started our module 2 on addition 
and subtraction with numbers up to 1,000,000. Looking ahead, we will be starting multiplication and 
division.  We will be working on our quick multiplication facts to help us when we begin multiplying 
and dividing with larger numbers. 
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Fifth Grade 
“Back to School” has never been more special than this year!  It is so good to be back at LBS in my 
classroom! Even teaching virtually to our remote learners feels so much better from the classroom! Your 
kids have been wonderful about adjusting to all of the new routines and procedures.  The technology 
issues we had during the first 3 weeks have been addressed and that has helped us tremendously to be 

able to stay connected with our specials teachers and distance learners. We 
have been enjoying building our classroom community with our school’s 
motto R.O.A.R -respect others, accept responsibility, and focusing on our 
character trait of the month, citizenship.  
One of our first projects had the students write about the origin of their 
names, and then create a word art picture to accompany their essay. These 
colorful projects will be displayed on our hall bulletin board, and I will be 
sending you pictures of them!  In Social Studies, our first topic is prehistory 
and archaeology. We learned that artifacts are the things that people make 
and leave behind, such as tools, pottery, jewelry, and instruments. The 
students were asked to think about some of the things they use today that 
could be unearthed thousands of years from now that will show 
archaeologists what life was like in 2020. They were to choose three objects 
at home, and create a 2-minute video on Flipgrid showing their objects and 

explaining why the objects were chosen. They did a fabulous job, and I was so interested in their 
choices! Several chose MASKS to be representative of 2020, which is certainly apropos!  I will be 
sharing the link with you so that you can watch and enjoy these creative videos!  We will soon begin 
learning about the first permanent human settlements in the region called Mesopotamia, and the ancient 
Sumerian culture that thrived there.  
In Science, we’ve been learning about the Web of Life, including food chains, what plants use to grow, 
and what happens to fallen leaves. (answer: decomposers such as fungi/mushrooms break down the 
leaves to become new soil). We just started our first lab experiment, setting up plates with small pieces 
of bread, cheese, apple, and orange, to see which will develop mold first. Don’t worry--the plates are 
sealed in plastic bags taped shut! Some chose to salt the food first to see if that prevents mold growth, 
and some are being kept in a dark location to see if that has an impact.  Stay 
tuned!  
In ELA (English-Language Arts) we’ve been reading and writing personal 
narratives. Our first two stories in our Reading Street anthology were about 
two young people who had to face a significant challenge, and how they dealt 
with that challenge. We are learning to write narratives using strong opening 
sentences, and including dialogue, imagery, and conclusions.  In our first two 
weeks of school, before we began our Reading Street work, we used some 
picture books as “mentor texts” to inspire our writing and reflection. We read 
A Fine, Fine School which led to writing about what kinds of important 
learning we do outside of school. We also read Tar Beach,  a wonderful 
autobiographical story about a young girl growing up in New York City, who 
lies on her rooftop imagining she can fly over the city and see the bridges and 
buildings. It was a good introduction to visualizing and imagery. Last, we read Chicken Sunday, another 
autobiographical story about making friends with and helping people who are from different cultures. 
Next up in Reading Street is an excerpt from a biography about baseball player Satchel Paige.  
In math, we finished Module 1, which included place value and multiplication work. We have just 
begun Module 2, which focuses on division. We learn about how multiplication and division are related, 
and inverse operations. We learn how to divide using area models, the distributive property, and the 
standard algorithm of division.  Fluency with basic facts is crucial to success in fifth grade math, and I 
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encourage all students to practice. A fun site for practicing this is 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button, and there is also fact practice on Freckle, 
which the students access regularly.  
 
Sixth Grade 
It is an unusual school year, but sixth grade is about as normal as we can make it!  We are all in class 
(granted there are only seven of us) and we have figured out a fairly regular routine that includes masks, 
extra hand-washing and classroom time outside in addition to the more typical school work.  
We began our reading journey with our summer book, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. One the 
first day of school each 6th grader received their acceptance letter to Hogwarts and a ticket to the 
Hogwarts Express via Platform 9 ¾.  We entered through the appropriate brick column on the first day 
to discuss our summer book.   Each student created a character and/or theme item from the book in 
Model Magic.  We had everything from Voldemort to a golden snitch!  From this initial fantasy story, 
we made a 180° turn and began the story, My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead Moore.  Next 
month we will compare this story to the book Old Yeller by Frank Gibson. 
In social studies, we are learning about ancient Latin American civilizations:  the Maya, the Aztec and 
the Inca.  We have been working on a timeline comparing the three civilizations, and next month we will 
learn about the similarities in their endings with the arrival of the Spanish Conquistadors. 
In science, we have begun our unit on life science by learning about cells.   We were able to look at 
animal and plant cells under the microscope and compare them to sand under the same microscope. 
Next month we will begin our cell model project and move into body systems. 
 
Join the PTA 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide students with 
enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips, assemblies, family events, 
supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA supports the children of Lebanon 
Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA! You can complete the membership form online at this link: 
2020-2021 PTA Membership Form.  The PTA accepts checks and Venmo for payment. 
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