
 
Mr. Arcurio’s Corner 
2nd Trimester Parent Survey 
It is time to begin planning for the 2nd-trimester. Overall, 
we feel that the 1st-trimester plan and model has been 
successful.  This has been in large part due to the number of 
families that have chosen fully virtual, the number who have 
chosen hybrid/in-person, and the role that everyone has 
played in being diligent about the recommendations of the 
Department of Health and following the guidelines that we 
implemented as a school community.  Thank You!  
 
In the current model, 3 of our 8 grade-level classrooms are 
at or near capacity based on our strict adherence to CDC 
social distancing guidelines. It is our commitment to the 
community that the safety of our students and staff remains 
paramount in our planning for the 2nd-trimester; therefore, 
until we have the numbers we cannot commit to maintaining 
the model that we currently run.  
 
Please take a moment and answer the questions below so 
that we can determine the most reasonable and effective 
course of action. The survey is very short. Please fill out one 
per child if you have more than one child at LBS.  
 
Thank you for your assistance with our planning efforts. The 
survey will be open until Sunday, November 8, 2020, at 
midnight. 
 
***Please note that if we do not receive a response by the 
deadline we will count your child as continuing with your 
choice from the 1st-trimester. 
 
Based upon the replies I will be reaching out to families by Friday, November 20, 2020, to notify you of any 
changes to our model. 
 
Fantastic Fall Conferences: 
It is now the time of year when we all start to dress a little warmer, enjoy the fall colors, and start to gear up for 
the holiday season.  Another rite of autumn is school conferences.  This is without a doubt one of the most 
powerful ways that you can continue to forge the home-school connection for your children.  It gives you and 
your teachers an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress.  It is another opportunity for you to express your 
hopes and dreams for your child.  I would like to offer a few pointers regarding conferences from the National 
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Education Association Website.  For additional information go to www.nea.org/parents. Open lines of 
communication are one of the ways that we can work toward all children learning optimally. 
Before you log on to your conference, write notes to yourself about: 

● things about your child's life at home, personality, problems, habits, and hobbies you feel it's important 
for the teacher to know 

● your concerns about the school's programs or policies 
● questions about your child's progress 
● how you and the school can work together to help your child 

Some good questions to ask are these: 
● Is my child in different groups for different subjects? Why? 
● How well does my child get along with others? 
● What are my child's best and worst subjects? 
● Is my child working up to his or her ability? 
● Does my child participate in class discussions and activities? 
● Have you noticed any sudden changes in the way my child acts? For example, have you noticed any 

squinting, tiredness or moodiness that might be a sign of physical or other problems? 
● What kinds of assessments are being done? What do the tests tell about my child's progress? 
● How does my child handle taking tests? 

  
 Better Together, 

Bruce Arcurio - Lead Learner/Superintendent 

Office Items 
Travel Advisory 
With the November/December breaks and holidays almost upon us, please be reminded that if you are traveling 
out of the country or to a state that is on New Jersey’s self-quarantine list, you must quarantine for 14 days after 
you have returned from the trip. We will allow students to participate in fully virtual learning, rather than 
have them come to school prior to the end of the 14 day quarantine period.  Here is a link to the New Jersey 
webpage with updated information on which states are on the list. 
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-ar
e-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey#direct-link 
 
Updated LBS Daily Pre-screening Checklist (See Attached) 
I wanted to bring to your attention two updates that have been made to the pre-screening form that you use daily 
for your child. The CDC recently redefined close contact so our pre-screening form has been updated to match the 
new definition. The CDC now defines close contact as someone who has been within 6 feet of an infected 
person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more during a 24-hour period. 

In addition, we also added another option for selection in the first question related to COVID-19. If your child is 
going for a COVID-19 test or awaiting results from a COVID-19 test as of the day you are completing the 
pre-screening form, please keep your child home and notify the nurse.  

Thank you again for continuing to use the pre-screening form so we can monitor any potential COVID-19 cases 
or anyone with symptoms. We ask that you recycle the old one and put this new one in a prominent place for use 
each morning.  A hard copy came home in Friday Folders on October 30th. 

Before and Aftercare 
Just a reminder that Lebanon Borough School offers onsite Before and Aftercare through the YMCA. 
If you are interested in the program please visit the registration website at: YMCA Before/After Care 
Registration 
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Health Office… 
Bully-Free Zone: October has been a busy month. The students 
celebrated Respect Week, Anti-violence Awareness Week and Red 
Ribbon Week. During the week of respect and red ribbon week, the 
staff and students showed their school spirit. LBS stood united on 
respect, anti-bullying, anti-violence, safety and against drugs. For the 
months of November and December, our character trait is Caring. Our 
focus as a school community towards one another will be; kindness, 
compassion, gratitude, forgiveness and helping people in need. 
 

Nurse’s News: Parents, thank you for your diligence in screening your children before school and 
keeping them home when ill. All your efforts are making a difference in keeping our school a safer place 
to be. Please review the new updates on the screening form in Column B and Section 2. 
 
Health screenings have started. All student’s will have their height, weight and blood pressure taken. 
Depending on their grade, vision and hearing screenings will be done as well. You will only be notified 
if your child needs further evaluation. 
 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
Our ASL classes have been working very hard, even virtually, to continue to expand our sign language 
vocabulary. The younger grades have really adapted well to connecting the signs to videos and songs 
that relate. We are able to sign along with popular tunes, such as Old MacDonald, and other more 
unfamiliar poems and songs for holidays like Halloween this weekend! Older grades have been working 
on sentence connections. For example, in 4th grade we have been learning how to describe people by 
their names and clothing. 5th grade has learned question words and how to ask in proper ASL sentence 
format. I am overall very impressed and pleased with how hard the students are working and are still 
able to connect with the language virtually. They have awesome questions and I love hearing stories of 
how they connect sign language to their everyday lives! 
 
Art 
Hello and Happy Fall! This past month we have had so much fun creating a 
wide variety of artworks, learning about new artists, and exploring art forms 
from all over the world!  
We started October creating beautiful Sunflowers inspired by Vincent Van 
Gogh’s Sunflowers paintings and learned about his interesting life as an 
artist in France.  We practiced our critique skills by observing some of his 
most famous paintings, comparing and contrasting their similarities and 
differences, and discussed what we liked most about them. Next we 
celebrated National Hispanic Heritage Month by exploring the world of 

Meican Folk Art! Students were 
amazed by how many different 
forms of art are created by all the 
amazing materials the beautiful region has to offer.  We focused 
our artwork on the iconic Sun and Moon image, learning all 
about its traditional meanings and created an original 
illustration.  Students practiced creating line designs and shape 
patterns, and completed the artwork in warm and cold colors 
representing the feelings of the sun and moon.  For Respect 
Week, we learned about NYC artist Keith Haring who used his 
art to spread love, kindness, and positivity throughout the city 
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and the world! Students recreated one of his most iconic Heart 
artworks and filled them with vibrant colors.  We discussed how 
important it is for all of us to treat each other with kindness and 
respect in both good times and difficult ones, and what we can do to 
help others when they need it most!  We finished this month with 
some festive Fall fun by creating our own pumpkin patches! Students 
practiced how to create the illusion of space and depth by changing 
the size of objects based on where they are.  We observed how 
objects that are far away from us are much smaller than objects that 
are close to us that are much 

larger.   We reviewed the concepts of foreground, middle ground, 
and background by filling our pumpkin patches with details 
creating amazing landscapes of art! 
Every class we have together is an amazing adventure and full of 
fun! I look forward to seeing all of our LBS artists and am so 
amazed by all the incredible artwork they have been creating!  
 
Artwork by: Sunflowers - John (4), Sun & Moon - Kinslee (2), 
Haring Heart - Utkarsh (2), Pumpkin Patch - Jasmine (K) 

 
Music 
In music this month, the entire school studied our composer of the month, Edvard Grieg.  We did rhythm dictation 
to write the rhythm to his popular piece, “In the Hall of the Mountain King” from Peer Gynt.  We also performed 
the rhythm along with the recording.  We even had to identify another childhood song that uses the same rhythm. 
It was very interesting to find that two songs could have the same exact rhythm but sound completely different 
when different pitches are added. Students combined the movements of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” to 
“In the Hall of the Mountain King” as we identified phrases.  We also interpreted the song “Morning” and 
determined the elements used to create the song’s mood.  It was wonderful reading the students’ responses to the 
music and how they reacted to it.  
In the beginning of the month, we continued our rhythm work using both syllables and counts.  The students are 
doing such a wonderful job performing and identifying rhythms.  This week we are beginning our work on our 
virtual choir song.  In a few weeks, all students will have the opportunity to record themselves performing the 
song solo so that I can put all recordings together for our virtual choir.  Students who are not comfortable singing 
solo will also be learning the song to perform the rhythms and identify the form of the song through movement. 
I’m very excited to see all of these wonderful performances! 
The 4th Grade Beginner Band is off to a fantastic start after their first month of lessons on their brand new 
instruments!  Woodwind players have been focusing on their embouchure and have successfully been able to read 

and play their first few notes!  This has been a great 
accomplishment and they are all very proud!  We are 
currently focusing on our intonation and tone in order 
to perfect these pitches.  Percussionists have been 
focusing on reading rhythms, sticking, and 
coordination.  All members are really getting the hang 
of performing over the computer which has certainly 
been an adjustment.  The 5th & 6th Grade Band has 
been working on scales, breath control, intonation, 
expanding their range, and just began their first full 
band piece.  
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Physical Education/Health 
This month  in PE, Pre-K  & Kindergarten worked on 
improving their motor movement skills and progress to 
participation games and activities.  1st - 6th in school 
students practiced catching and throwing frisbees. They 
participated in activities and games such as 
Frisbee\Disc Golf and Can Jam. Virtual students were 
sent Frisbee activities and assignments to keep them 
moving and having fun  All students were sent a link 

and directions to load the Sworkit Application onto their laptops.  This application 
will be used throughout the year so please make sure to load it on your child's school 
device.   Health-  K-6 grade learned about different illnesses and diseases, how to 

help prevent them and how our bodies fight them. We 
also reviewed the pillar character trait of respect. In November Pre K and 
Kindergarten will progress in motor movements and activities that require 
focusing on personal space and cooperation.  1st -6th grade will participate 
in foot striking games and activities. We will be outside so please make sure 
your child dresses warm for cold weather to come. In Health K-6th grade 
will learn about nutrition, the importance of eating balanced meals and 
healthy and unhealthy foods.  The Pillar of Character for November and 
December will be caring. 

 
Enrichment, A.T., BSI 
Wow so many amazing things are happening in Enrichment! All classes learned what an engineer does 
(creates a solution to a problem) and the engineering process. We learned that most times after testing 
your solution, you may need to adjust your plan then retest. Preschoolers used crunchy leaves to create a 
word - their names! Kindergarteners built a home for a chosen animal since the weather is getting 
colder. First and second graders built structures from toothpicks and gummy bears to hold up a hard 
covered book. Third and fourth graders built bridges from straws and tape to hold 40 pennies and span 8 
inches! And fifth and sixth graders created a device to protect an egg out of limited resources - the eggs 
were dropped from the roof! 
We also learned about elections in the United States including how the candidates are chosen , what 
political parties even are, how a running mate is chosen and even what the electoral college is!! Students 
reflected on what character traits are important to them in a president. A mock election will be taking 
place next week and we will eagerly track the real results on election day! Some classes will be keeping 
track of the Electoral College outcomes through a map as the results unfold! 
 

 
Preschool 
We are moving right along in preschool!  This 
month we learned letters A, D, G and M, we 
finished our beginning of the year study, 
completed unity on fire safety, farms, halloween 
and pumpkins.  We learned about squares and 
triangles and had a lot of fun playing with some 
new toys.  We loved our pizza day, thank you PTA!!!  In November 

we will learn about color mixing, thanksgiving and start our trees study, we will continue to learn more 
letters and shapes.   
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Kindergarten 

We have been busy deciding if a book is fiction or nonfiction everytime we read a 
book.    Recently we have been enjoying some Halloween themed books.  Of 
course we read some nonfiction books about the lifecycle of a pumpkin, but some 
of our favorite reads were Spookley the Square Pumpkin and Creepy Carrots to 
name a few. We even created our own Spookley and creepy carrots (see above)! 
We are also learning more and more sight words each day and are able to tap out 
sounds to write in our journals.  The Kindergartners are so excited to see that they 
can write and read decodable books!  
In math we are exploring addition and subtraction.  We are getting very good at 

illustrating our addition and subtraction word problems.  
We have been learning about plants and animals' needs in science and how laws are made, American symbols and 
voting in social studies. 

 
First Grade 
We are staying very busy in 1st grade!  The students have done a 
wonderful job learning the routines so that we have a smooth year ahead. 
In Social Studies, we’ve been learning about the voting process and 
being a good citizen.  We recently started a new unit called Families, 
Long Ago & Today, where the students will learn about how families 
change over time.  After this unit, we will learn about the first 
Thanksgiving.  
In Science, we have completed our unit on The Spinning Sky.  The 

students learned about the seasonal and daily changes that happen in the sky, shadows, and how the sun 
and North Star can help us if we’re lost.  The students have also enjoyed learning about the changes that 
occur in fall.  Later, we will begin our new unit called Plant & Animal Superpowers.  The students will 
observe how plants and animals have special parts that help them grow and survive.  
In Reading and Writing, we’ve enjoyed reading some awesome books like Knuffle Bunny, Pumpkin 
Jack, Stellaluna, and Leonardo the Terrible Monster.  We’ve learned that good readers make predictions, 
are able to retell the story, visualize what’s happening, identify how the 
characters change over time, and make connections to the text.  We 
look forward to studying more engaging texts in November.  We’re 
also learning reading strategies to solve unknown words during 
Reader’s Workshop.  In Spelling, we’ve taken a close look at 
compound words, words with double consonants, and initial blends. 
Later, we will study final blends, and multisyllabic words with blends.  
We’d also like to thank the PTA for the awesome pizza lunch last 
week!  Thanks and we hope everyone has a safe and Happy 
Halloween! 

 
Second Grade 
It has been a very busy October for 2nd grade! In Writing, 
we have learned how to write personal narratives and how 
to use descriptive language in our sentences to make them 
stronger than before. In Reading, we are reading and 
learning about space, and even got to create our own 
NASA Moon Kits for what we would bring to space on the 
next moon mission in 2024! We have become super math 

wizards, and are doing amazing learning about arrays and how to collect data from a 
large group of people. It has been fun collecting information from our classmates about what some of 
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our favorite things are to create tally charts. In Science, we learned all 
about animal classification, and even had the chance to create our own 
class zoo with animal species that we made ourselves from clay. In 
Social Studies, we are learning about the Native tribes, and getting to 
know the different types of homes that they lived in. We are so excited 
that we get to have our Halloween parade this year, and everyone’s 
costumes look super! I can’t wait to see where November takes my 
spectacular second graders! 

 
Third Grade 
The 3rd Grade Pathfinders have had a busy month. In 
math students are learning to use multiplication 
strategies to find the area of rectangular shapes. Most 
of us have mastered up to our seven times tables, but 
we continue to practice most of our tables daily! We 
will continue learning about multiplication properties 
into next month, and then we are on to division! In 
Science we are working in a unit of study called “Animals Through Time.” We have 
explored the idea that the rock under our feet sometimes contains fossils. Students 

are learning that fossils reveal how habitats have changed through time. For example, fossilized shark 
teeth and starfish found in the center of North America are evidence that what is grassland today must 
have been an ocean in the ancient past. We also focused on dinosaurs and how they looked based on 
fossil bones. We’ve learned how to infer what the outside of an animal may have looked like by using 
clues from their skeleton. We also explored how the structure of an animal’s teeth says something about 
what kind of food the animal preferred to eat. We are now learning about selection and how this plays a 
role in determining changes in species’ traits. In reading we have focused on determining importance in 
nonfiction, which can help lead us to the main idea. In fiction we are learning to focus on the theme, or 
the hidden meaning that is shared within the story. In writing we completed our first personal narrative 
based on a memory and have moved onto our second narrative, which is based on 

a special object. We are learning to “Show- not tell” by 
using vivid words and moment-by-moment description. We 
also wrote Fall Haiku poems and a short essay which 
answered the question: Would you like to be the President? 
In social studies we have been enjoying our studies on 
Democracy and Government, specifically the three 
Branches of Government and the role of the President in a 
Democracy. We also shared Anti-Bullying posters in a 
Seesaw activity and signed an anti-violence pledge, which 
helped us discuss how we actively pursue safety in schools, 
communities, and within ourselves.   

 
Fourth Grade 
I can't believe we are moving into our 3rd month of school already! In ELA, we have been 
reading the novel Mr. Popper’s Penguins. The students have really been enjoying the book. As 
the book comes to an end we will be tying the skills we learned in September to our novel 
(sequencing, author’s purpose, characters, setting, and plot). In November, we will be going 
back to our Reading Street books to continue learning new skills. 
In science, we completed our unit on energy. We watched many videos on energy, completed 
activities to test energy, and ended with a unit assessment. In math, we have completed our 
module 2 on addition and subtraction with numbers up to 1,000,000. We have started our 
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modules on multiplication and division. We will be working on multiplication for the next few 
modules. We will continue working on our quick multiplication facts to help us when we begin 
multiplying and dividing with larger numbers. 

 
Fifth Grade 
With the “new-ness” of the 2020 version of school we experienced in September, 
October flew by with many great activities and learning opportunities!  In ELA, we 
enjoyed the fun and humorous novel, Bunnicula. The novel about a cute little bunny with 
an amusing secret is a quick read, but it has an abundance of high quality vocabulary 
words. One that always becomes a class favorite is the word “digress.” The narrator in 
the story says, “But I digress…” and we talked about how that means to go off on a 
tangent away from the topic at hand. This is something we all love to do at times, so now 
students must ask , “May I digress?” if they wish to tell a story during class.  We do this 
in fun, but we have learned a great new word! In science, we finished our first unit 
entitled “Web of Life” . We conducted an experiment about mold growth which the class 

found to be both fun and yucky! We ended with a fascinating lesson about how scientists believe dinosaurs 
became extinct. Everyone has probably heard the theory that an asteroid hit the earth 
killing the dinosaurs...but how? Surely the asteroid couldn’t have been large enough to 
kill every dinosaur on Earth. Ask your child to explain the theory in detail and you will 
understand how possible it is that this is the answer. Our next unit, “A Watery Planet” 

is an interesting look at where water is found on earth and how 
much fresh water there is compared with salt water.  In social 
studies we are learning about the ancient Sumerians in 
Mesopotamia. A fun project was inscribing our initials in clay 
using the first known written language in the world, cuneiform. In 
math, we finished our long division module and are moving on to 
writing numerical expressions. Throughout this busy month of 
learning we’ve taken time to learn about our character trait 
-Respect and we’ve celebrated Red Ribbon Week by learning 
about making healthy choices. Finally, October brought Halloween!  The rain didn’t dampen 
the spirit of fun and excitement in our classroom!  

 
Sixth Grade 
October has been a busy month!  We have celebrated Red Ribbon Week,, School Violence Awareness Week, and 
the Week of Respect.  We have settled into a routine in the classroom that generally ends with everyone saying, 
“It’s time to go home already?”  In language arts we have continued our reading and comprehension activities 
with the classic Old Yeller while working on grammar and greek roots via interactive notebooks.   Next month we 
will turn to a fantasy book, The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis.  
 
In social studies we finished up our studies on Ancient Latin America in which we learned about the Aztec, Maya 

and Inca.  We have just begun our exploration of  Ancient Greece and will continue that 
into November.  In science, we finished our cell projects -- which are now on display in the 
foyer of the school!  We are now learning about the growth of plants and organisms in 
science, a topic that should carry us through November.  
 
Finally, we are moving swiftly through our math book.  The new curriculum has broken 
concepts down into smaller parts, which means we are having more assessments, but with 
fewer problems each time.  So far, we have covered integers, rational numbers, fraction 
division, and decimals.  Next month it is ratios, rates, and percentages!  
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Join the PTA 
Please join our next meeting on Zoom at 6:30pm on November 9, 2020.  The link will be sent in Mr. 
Arucrio’s upcoming Friday emails. 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide students with 
enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips, assemblies, family events, 
supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA supports the children of Lebanon 
Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA! You can complete the membership form online at this link: 
2020-2021 PTA Membership Form.  The PTA accepts checks and Venmo for payment. 
 
 

 

 
 

Happy Halloween!!! 
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