
 
Mr. Arcurio’s Corner 
Fantastic Fall Conferences: 
It is now the time of year when we all start to dress a little 
warmer, enjoy the fall colors, and start to gear up for the 
holiday season.  Another rite of autumn is school 
conferences.  This is without a doubt one of the most 
powerful ways that you can continue to forge the 
home-school connection for your children.  It gives you and 
your teachers an opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress.  It is another opportunity for you to express your 
hopes and dreams for your child.  I would like to offer a few 
pointers regarding conferences from the National Education 
Association Website.  For additional information go to 
www.nea.org/parents. Open lines of communication are one 
of the ways that we can work toward all children learning 
optimally. 
Before you go to the school, write notes to yourself about: 

● things about your child's life at home, personality, 
problems, habits, and hobbies you feel it's important 
for the teacher to know 

● your concerns about the school's programs or 
policies 

● questions about your child's progress 
● how you and the school can work together to help your child 

Some good questions to ask are these: 
● Is my child in different groups for different subjects? Why? 
● How well does my child get along with others? 
● What are my child's best and worst subjects? 
● Is my child working up to his or her ability? 
● Does my child participate in class discussions and activities? 
● Have you noticed any sudden changes in the way my child acts? For example, have you noticed any 

squinting, tiredness or moodiness that might be a sign of physical or other problems? 
● What kinds of assessments are being done? What do the tests tell about my child's progress? 
● How does my child handle taking tests? 

 
Also, please be sure to check out our teachers’ websites.  They can be accessed on the district website in 

the staff directory. Teachers will be updating these several times per month.  Please note that there is an icon of an 
envelope in the top right hand corner of each teacher’s website.  If you click this you can input your email address 
and subscribe to the site so that when the teacher pushes out updates you receive a notification.  This will help so 
that you don’t need to keep checking back to see new information. 
  
 Better Together, 

Bruce Arcurio - Lead Learner/Superintendent 
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Office Items 
Before and Aftercare 
Just a reminder that Lebanon Borough School offers onsite Before and Aftercare through the YMCA. 
If you are interested in the program please contact the main office for more information or check it out 
on our website: Before and Aftercare. 

 
The Walking School Bus 
On Wednesday, October 2nd Lebanon Borough School 
celebrated International Walk to School Day by 
participating in the “Hunterdon County Safe Routes to 
School Program” which educates our students on walking 
to school safely. Students received a keychain for coming 
along.  It was a great turnout! 

 
Health Office… 
Bully Free Zone: October has been busy for the students. They have been learning about Respect, 
Mindfulness, Anti-Violence and being Drug-Free. The 
Kindergarten and 6th grade classes did a wonderful job showing 
us what Respect looks like. Over the months of November and 
December our focus will be on CARING. 
Nurses News: Required screenings have begun. Everyone will 
have their height, weight, blood pressure, vision and hearing 
checked. You will only be contacted for potential abnormal 
findings. If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 

 
Art 
Hello from the Art Room! The only thing more beautiful than the fall colors 
outside, is the artwork being created in here!  Kindergarten completed their 
mosaics each so uniquely bright and colorful. Next we learned how to create 
‘tints’ of a color by mixing different levels of white paint with a chosen color and 
filling a paper with scales of value.  Next we will turn our paintings into fun 
crayon friends!  First grade learned about the color wheel and completed a sunset 

in warm and cold colors.  Next we studied Foreground, Middle Ground, and Background in our layered 
landscape and learned how to create depth in art by scaling the size of our trees. Soon we will add color 
using highlights and shadows!  Second grade was introduced to the Japanese artform of “Notan” as the 
study of light and dark as an element of art.  We concentrate on contrast and positive/negative shapes as 
we created our own original Notan artwork.  Third Grade practiced the technique of 1 point perspective 
with a vanishing point and horizon line as they create a landscape emphasizing the element of space, 
proportion and scale.  Fourth grade studied the painting “Wheatfield with Crows” by Vincent Van Gogh 
and created our own interpretation focusing on using oil pastels in the Impressionist manner. Next we 
will be vibing into the world of Zentangles.  Fifth grade is also using the vanishing point theorem to turn 
2D shapes into exploding 3D forms.  We are also practicing the blended shading technique with colored 
pencils to emphasize the loss of color through space.  Sixth grade entered the world of Fine Art and 
created a waterfall scenery with the use of foreshortening in illustration and exercised ‘wet on dry’ and 
‘wet on wet’ watercolor painting techniques to create various colors and effects for the land and water. 
Please check out my webpage on the school website for photos of projects in-process and 
announcements of artwork on display! https://laurapellegrino.myteachersite.org/teacher/site/  
Also, please stop by the North Branch Library in Clinton to see some of our students' artwork on display 
during the month of November!  

Better Together! 2 

http://www.lebanonschool.org/Before-and-After-School-Care
https://laurapellegrino.myteachersite.org/teacher/site/


 
Music 
In music this month, the entire school began rehearsing for our performance of December in Our Town 
which will be held on Wednesday, December 11, 2019, at 6:30 PM. Through these songs, students have 
been learning about form, tone, vocal technique, harmony singing, melodic direction, systems, and 
various forms of repeats.  The upper grades have been working on reading from a score and following 
repeat signs including special endings as well as identifying verses and refrains.  For Halloween, 
students in the lower grades did a musical experiment.  They were given an instrumental piece of music 
to listen to as a class and then they were asked to draw a picture of what they thought the song was about 
(even though there were no lyrics).  Once they were done drawing, they shared their ideas and were 
surprised to see how many of their classmates had similar stories.  How is this possible?  We discussed 
the composer's use of dynamics, tempo, tone, and more and how the combination of these elements can 
set a mood and even tell a story.  The 4th Grade Beginner Band is off to a fantastic start after their first 
month of lessons on their brand new instruments!  Brass and woodwind players have been focusing on 

their embouchure and have successfully been able to read and play their first few 
notes!  This has been a great accomplishment and they are all very proud!  We are 
currently focusing on our intonation and tone in order to perfect these pitches. 
Percussionists have been focusing on reading rhythms, sticking, and coordination. 
Some band members have already begun their Band Karate testing and even earned 
their first "belt"!  The 5th & 6th Grade Band has been working on their concert 
repertoire and has already been able to play through their first piece as a group.  Now 
we are working on musicality and intonation throughout the piece and are trying to 
put together our more challenging song.  They can't wait to share their songs with 
everyone on December 11th! 

 
Physical Education/Health 
This past month in PE and Health our K-6th grade students focused on catching and throwing techniques in PE 
and Pre-School focused on cooperation. The K-2nd grade worked on underhand toss and the proper way to step 
using the opposite foot of their dominant hand (arm-leg opposition). 3rd-6th grade practiced the proper technique 
for the over-hand throw with arm-leg opposition as well. K-6th went over proper hand placement when catching 
objects (Finger up or Fingers down). A variety of drills, games and activities were performed to reinforce 
techniques and advance skill level. Pre-K learned about cooperation or working together and did different 
activities to build on teamwork skills. This lead to a first relay captivity which we will continue to build on.  In 
Health K-2 expanded on their knowledge of hygiene, proper practices and routines. 3rd-6th grade learned about 
the hazards of alcohol and tobacco on the body and making smart decisions when it comes to peer-pressure and 
curiosity.  All classes played fun Halloween games during PE this week.  Our next Health unit will focus on the 
body (K-2nd) and legal and illegal drugs (3-6th).  K-2nd grade PE will progress to the over-hand throw and 
3rd-6th will start team related catching and throwing games like football and ultimate frisbee. 
 
Technology, Enrichment, A.T., SSS 
October was a busy month in Enrichment, Technology, A.T., and student support services!  In all 
grades, we continued to learn about being a good Digital Citizen, using the commonsense.org 

curriculum.  The last few lessons were especially important, on Cyberbullying 
and News & Media Literacy (you can't always believe what you see/hear/read!) 
Different classes did some seasonal (Fall) and Halloween activities, and the 
second grade began a butterfly project after raising their Monarch butterflies.  

 In July of 2020 NASA is sending a new rover to Mars to further explore our 
neighboring planet.  All classes will be learning about Mars in preparation for 
this historic mission.  Grades 4-6 participated in a student name-the-rover essay 

contest  sponsored by NASA.  NASA will choose a name from all the students' entries, and it will be 
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announced on February 18, 2020.  A.T. groups have continued to work with robots and electronics, 
choosing a different activity every week, and working with a partner to communicate and collaborate. 
For those of you who haven't heard, this is my last year at LBS...I'll be retiring in June.  For thirty years, 
I've watched the children in this town learn and grow, and become adults!  It is with mixed feelings that 
I'm leaving - I truly feel like this community and LBS are my 'extended family'!  I've told the children 
that I'll be retiring, and assured them that I'll  be back to visit, read a book, help out in the classrooms, or 
eat lunch with them, or they can still wave to me as I walk around town.  I've had each child in the 
school plant a 'retirement' daffodil with me, some out front and some in the park, because they're my 
favorite flower, the first sign of spring (I do NOT like winter!), and they'll return in bigger and bigger 
clumps every spring.  So I will never really be leaving...my daffodils will always be here! 
 
Girls on the Run 
Girls on the Run (GOTR) is having a wonderful season!  We’ve talked about making good choices, what it means 
to cooperate with one another, how to calm ourselves when we’re upset, being grateful and how running can be a 
form of relaxation as well as self-reflection.  At each practice, the girls run laps outside to work towards 
increasing their personal lap goal.  The girls did an AWESOME job completing our practice 5k around Lebanon. 
Thank you to Mrs. Baldinger, Mrs. Stein, and Mr. Borzelli for helping at our practice 5k!  Everyone is invited to 
run in our end-of-season 5k in New Hope on Saturday, November 16th. From now until the end of the season, 
GOTR is collecting items for our St. Hubert’s animal shelter drive.  If you’re feeling generous to the furry 
friends in need, we are asking for the following items: canned food for cats, kittens, dogs & puppies, dry dog & 
cat food, soft treats, clean blankets & towels, Kong toys, durable cat & dog toys, large Nylabones, collars & 
leashes, paper towels, dish soap, and wild bird seed.  

 
Preschool 
AM: We continued our beginning the school year unit, learn about 
fire safety, pumpkins and Halloween.  We were all very excited for 
Halloween, we got to carve a pumpkin, and we got to try on real fire 
boots and a real helmet.  We learned stop-drop-roll!  We also have 
learned letters A-F and started learning the shapes.  The students 
showed a lot of respect throughout the month of October.  Show 
and tell has been going great, on Friday one student gets to bring 
something to share with their friends.  In November we will learn 

about color mixing, start our trees unit and learn about thanksgiving.  We will also have parent teacher 
conferences.  
PM: In October the afternoon class has learned about fall, fire safety, 
families, Farms, Apples, Pets and halloween/ pumpkins.  We looked at 
pictures of our own families and graphed who has siblings.  We went on a 
field trip to Doyles Farm!  The students showed a lot of respect throughout 
the month of October.  Show and tell has been going great, on Friday one 
student gets to bring something to share with their friends.  We have learned 
the letter sounds for letters A-F.  In November we will learn about color 
mixing, Dinosaures, nutrition and thanksgiving.  We will also have parent 
teacher conferences. 
 
Kindergarten 
During October, the Kindergartners have been very busy reading and identifying different genres of 
books.  So far we are able to identify nonfiction and fiction (animal fantasy, realistic fiction, and fantasy 
books).  The children are also doing a fabulous job reading on their own, writing sight words and 
tapping out CVC words.   This past week we have been reading and writing about fun Halloween books! 
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In Math, we have been practicing writing, counting and representing 0-10. We 
will be comparing sets, using greater than, less than, and equal up to 10 as well. 
This month we discussed medicine safety and stranger danger for Red Ribbon 
Week.  RESPECT was also the pillar of character that we focused on in 
October.  The Kindergartners worked with the 6th graders to present to the 
school how they show respect.  During November and December we will be 
discussing how we can show caring to others. 
 
First Grade 
First Grade has been very busy this fall! Learning new routines has been our priority to 
ensure we have a smooth year ahead of us.  We’ve been very busy in Language Arts! 
We’ve almost mastered our first station during our reading block which is called Read to Self.  During this time, 
the students work on their independent reading stamina.   The students have learned that there are three ways to 
read a book: we read the pictures, the words, and then retell the story in our own words. We’ve also been focusing 
on picking a “Just Right Book”. In the weeks to come, students will learn about the writing station. During 
spelling, we’ve reviewed our short vowels.  In November, we will learn how to spell two syllable compound 
words along with other spelling patterns.   In our Reading Street Books, we completed our first unit on animals. 
Now we have started our second unit on communities.  In the month of November, we will explore people and 
animals in various communities. In Math, we began our new unit on comparing numbers using less than, greater 
than, and equal to symbols.  We’ve also reviewed what 10 less and 10 more means.  In November, we will begin 
using different strategies to add.  We will draw pictures, count on, and use cubes to add.  During Social Studies 
time, we’ve been reviewing what it means to be kind, respectful, and responsible. tIn Science, we will begin 
exploring plant and animals.  Some of the topics we will explore are why birds have different beaks, why polar 
bears are white, and what sunflowers do when we’re not looking.We’re looking forward to another great month in 
First Grade! 

Second Grade 
Earlier this month we released our last couple butterflies, so that they could begin their migration south. 
The students seemed to really enjoy raising the butterflies. Currently in science we are studying the 
animal kingdom. In social studies we are learning about Native Americans. We are reading stories and 
doing activities to learn about how they lived off the land. In reading 
we are working on our last story in the exploration unit. Next, we will 
begin a unit with a theme of working together. We have been reading 
stories from a variety of genres. We just finished a play. The students 
wrote a play scene adding a new 
character to the play. We have been studying declarative and 
interrogative sentences and we will soon be learning about imperative 
and exclamatory sentences. They have been working to use more 
interrogative sentences in their writing. They are currently working on writing a creative story using a 
story prompt related to scarecrows. In math we are working on basic facts and relationships. They are 
learning how to 
make a ten to add, which is also called the break-apart strategy. Your child will soon begin practicing 
math facts each night. This month we celebrated a week of respect. During that week the class listened 
to a story called: The Warm Fuzzy. They learned to treat others the way that they want to be treated. We 
discussed that if you are kind it makes both you others happy. Then the class made their own “warm 
fuzzy”. This week is Red Ribbon Week, so we are discussing the importance of being drug free. The 
students wrote about activities and things they enjoy and will always choose over drugs. We also created 
a spider web outside our door that says, “Don’t get caught in the wicked web of drugs”. Happy 
Halloween!! 
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Third Grade 
It’s all about character this month! Over the past few weeks, 3rd Grade students have focused on the 
ways we can respect others, as well as ourselves. We discussed the kinds of choices we make in life that 
are respectful and have excellent consequences. We also read a lovely story that opened our eyes to life 
and culture in Tanzania, Africa. We enjoyed reading about a boy named Saruni who reveals his true 
character by working hard to get the one thing he desires,  a bicycle, and in turn helps his own family 
achieve their goals. In math, we have started learning about multiplication such as skip counting on a 
number line, and creating arrays with tiles to show equal groups. In Social Studies we have learned how 
our government is structured and how citizens have the power to elect our country’s leaders. In science 
we have been learning all about plant traits, varieties and heredity. We’ve followed fruiting plants 
through pollination and reproduction. We also understand how farming has changed the look and taste 
of foods due to selection of desired traits. Finally, for Halloween, students learned how to write dialogue 
sentences for their favorite costumed character to convey character traits. Students practiced “voice” in 
both loud and soft tones to reveal personality. 
 

Fourth Grade 
October has flown by! What happened? We have been enjoying our novel, 
Mr. Popper's Penguins. We have learned so many new words, worked with 
idioms, analyzed characters, practiced analogies, and really learned how to 
use our context clues. We are rounding out our novel study by comparing 
the movie to the novel and deciding why the producers decided to make the 
changes they did! In November, we will continue working in Reading 
Street with our spelling, grammar, and comprehension skills.  
In Math, we have been busy multiplying numbers. We have advanced to 

now multiplying 1 digits by three digits and can check our work using a few different methods. This 
class all prefers regrouping, or what we like to call the Old School Method. As we move forward, we 
will be diving into division! Long division will become our favorite thing! 
In Science we have been learning what engineers do and learning how to work with constraints and 
criteria. It is a tricky thing! Next we will be building bridges as a STEM challenge first with index cards 
and then with straws. Having to work within a list of constraints will definitely make it a challenge! 
Next up in November, we will study  early people of New Jersey, the Lenape. Students will make their 
own flip books filled with information we will learn from a Virtual Field Trip to Waterloo Village, some 
online explorations and articles we will read. We will learn how to take notes, and how to use our notes 
to create  a finished product. It will be a whole lot of fun! 
 
Fifth Grade 
We have R.O.A.R.-ed through October in fifth grade! (R.O.A.R. stands for “Respect Others, Accept 
Responsibility). Our character education trait for the month was respect, and as always during the first 
week in October, all schools in New Jersey celebrate RESPECT! Fifth graders discussed the definition 
of respect and realized it’s hard to put into words. We used a dictionary 
to help define it, and then we brainstormed how we can demonstrate 
respect at school, at home, and at play. The students wrote wonderful 
5-paragraph essays explaining how they personally show respect to 
others. Students planned,wrote their essays, then revised and edited and 
produced excellent final products.  In ELA we completed Unit 1 in our 
Reading Street series, and we began Unit 2, which has a theme of 
“Doing the Right Thing.” Our first story was a personal narrative about 
a boy who had to decide whether to tell his parents the truth about 
something, knowing he would likely be punished. We talked about doing the right thing even if we think 
we might get away with doing the wrong thing. We’ve also been reading a wonderful novel titled, Home 
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of the Brave, a heartwarming story about a young boy brought to the US as a refugee from Sudan in the 
1990’s, and how he grows to feel at home here in his new country. Next up is Bunnicula, a lighthearted 
mystery with some especially challenging vocabulary words! 
In Math, we completed our chapter on division and have moved along to studying decimal numbers. Not 
only are the students getting quite good at reading and writing decimal numbers, they can also compare 
decimals by saying, for example:  0.02 is 10 times as much as 0.002, and 0.02 is 1/10th of 0.2. Pretty 
impressive! We will be practicing adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing decimal numbers using 
the standard algorithm and models.  
In Social Studies we are learning about the first civilizations that arose in the Fertile Crescent of 
Mesopotamia --including the ancient Sumerians. Students were shocked to learn how many inventions 
are credited to this little known civilization. These inventions include the wheel, the sailboat, the first 
written language, irrigation, a system of telling time, and a system of math. We’ve learned how world 
population grew quickly after hunter-gatherers first learned how to farm and raise their own food, about 
10,000 years ago. 
In Science, we continue to learn about the Web of Life and are learning about  fungi and other 
decomposers. Decomposers break down living things and return them to the earth as soil.  We  learned 
about how helpful worms are in the process of decomposition. Years ago, people thought earthworms 
were harmful to their gardens, but now we realize how beneficial they are to plant life.We’ve had a fun 
time creating “Mold Terrariums”. We placed 5 food items (bread, apple, orange, cheese, grape)) on 4 
different paper plates. The plates were placed in ziploc bags and heavy-duty tape applied to further seal 
the bags. Each plate had a variation so that we could compare the results. One was kept in a dark place, 
one had salt applied to the food, one plate had the food items licked by a group member (ewww- we 
discussed why this might impact the results---bacteria!) and one plate had nothing changed. The results 
have been quite interesting! Every day the kids couldn’t wait to look at the plates!  In our last lesson in 
the Web of Life unit we will investigate possible reasons why the dinosaurs became extinct, and then we 
will begin our next unit, “Earth, a Watery Planet” . In that unit we will learn about the water cycle and 
how much fresh water there is on earth versus how much salt water there is.  
October ended with Red Ribbon Week and Halloween! Red Ribbon Week focuses on helping students 
make good choices and say no to drugs and alcohol.It is so important to bring this awareness to the 
students. Halloween is always such a fun time to dress up and parade for family and friends. Thank you 
to all families that helped make our party successful and fun!  

 
Sixth Grade 
October has been a whirlwind of activity for 
6th grade!  We have celebrated Red Ribbon 
Week,, School Violence Awareness Week, and 
the Week of Respect -- the last of which our 
class partnered with kindergarten to provide an 
all school assembly to illustrate what respect 
means in practice!  Many of our students also 
participated in the Walking School Bus  as part 
of the Safety Patrol.  We ended the month 
saying goodbye to one of our classmates who is moving and participating in the 
Halloween parade with the rest of our school. 
 
We have continued our realistic/historic fiction theme with the classic Old 
Yeller.  We learned a bit about Texas in the 1860s while reading about Travis’s 

journey to adulthood when his path crosses that of a “mangy, thieving dog,”  which we then  compared  to our 
previous two stories, Hatchet and My Side of the Mountain.  
Next month we will work in our reading text book for a few stories and then begin another literature study, The 
Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis.  
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In social studies we are finishing up our studies on Ancient Greece and will begin to learn about the Roman 
Empire and the Rise of Christianity.  
Our cell projects turned out beautifully!  The 6th graders all did a terrific job on them!  We are now learning about 
the growth of plants and organisms in science, a topic that should carry us through November.  
Finally, we are moving swiftly through our math book.  We completed chapter 2 on fractions and are currently 
learning about absolute value and integers (positive and negative numbers).  We will then move on to ratios and 
percents next week!  Getting closer to algebra everyday! 
 
Join the PTA 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction 
with the school to provide students with enriching opportunities 
that could not happen without its support.  Field trips, 
assemblies, family events, supplies, and equipment are just a 
few of the many ways that our PTA supports the children of 
Lebanon Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The 
membership form can be found on the PTA page of our district 
website.  
Thank you to all who were able to attend or support the PTA Basket Auction.  As always, it was a 
wonderful event and served to raise funds for the many wonderful things that the PTA does to support 
our children. 
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