
 
Mr. Arcurio’s Corner 
Welcome to March!  The end of the 2nd trimester is 
upon us and the beginning of Spring is near! We can 
definitely see a difference in our students this time of 
year. It is a time of intense instruction, as it is when we 
have a long stretch without interruption. Please 
encourage your child to continue to work to his/her 
fullest potential, even when the work is at its most 
challenging. We are excited for them to “show what 
they know,” as we move through the last third of the 
school year. 
 
Reading 
Regular reading is a great way to keep students minds 
engaged at home. Easy ways to encourage reading 
include: 

● Visit the Public Library to look for books that 
were your favorite as a kid and read them 
together.  

● Set aside a time and place for your child to read, 
like a comfy chair and a reading light in a quiet 
place.  

● Let your child see you reading - Anything like 
magazines, news, books, recipes, directions, etc.  

●  Look for online reading games and apps!  
● Do word searches and crossword puzzles 

together.  
● Ask questions about the story they are reading 

in school - “What is the story about? Who are 
the important characters? Where does the story 
take place?” 

 
Important Dates 
This month we have a professional development day for teachers on Friday March 20th.  Please 
remember that school is closed on that date.  Also, mark your calendar for 6:00 pm on March 31st.  We 
are holding our TREP$ Marketplace that evening in the cafeteria.  It is a great way to show support for 
our young entrepreneurs.  They have worked hard with Mrs. Turner and are eager to show (and sell) the 
products that they have developed! 
 
Better Together, 
Bruce Arcurio - Lead Learner/Superintendent 
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Office Items 
Absence Notification on the Website!: We are happy to announce that you can now report your child’s 
absence online. To report an absence, select the Report an Absence button on the Home page or access 
the form from the Parent Quick Links. You can then fill out the form and submit. It is quick and easy 
and alleviates the need to call the school to report an absence. Check it out and give it a try the next time 
you report your child’s absence from school. 

● Report an Absence 

Full Day Preschool Lottery 
● Who: 4 slots available to any current LBS family with a student who will be 4 years old by 

October 1, 2020. 
● What: Full Day Preschool in Lebanon Borough School. Families provide lunch and snack. 
● Time: 8:40 am – 3:00 pm 
● Cost: $500 per month 
● How: We will accept interest from LBS families with students currently attending the school in 

any grade until March 13, 2020. A form will come home in the Friday folder and via the Friday 
email.  Be on the lookout for this. 

 
Emergency Closing/Delay Information 
Please note that there are multiple avenues to check for a delayed opening or 
closing on mornings where there may be a question.  Following are some methods 
that can be checked if you feel you missed the One Call Now call: 

● District Website:  www.lebanonschool.org 
● Twitter: @LBSWildcats 
● School Phone Message: (908) 236-2448 

● Email: Along with the One Call Now calls and texts, an email is sent to the email on file. 
Also note that when LBS has: 

● a school closing - all school and after school activities including before/after-care are canceled 
for that day.  

● an early dismissal - the day ends at 12:45 pm and all after school activities are canceled. YMCA 
Aftercare availability will be determined on that date based on the weather. 

● a 90-minute delay - the students may enter the school at 10:00 am and YMCA Before Care 
begins 90 minutes later than usual at 8:30 AM. 

 
Before and Aftercare 
Just a reminder that Lebanon Borough School offers onsite Before and Aftercare through the YMCA. 
If you are interested in the program please contact the main office for more information or check it out 
on our website: Before and Aftercare. 
 
Health Office… 
Bully-Free Zone: The 5th grade gave a wonderful assembly for our character trait of Fairness. Our 
character trait for March will be Citizenship. 
  
Nurse’s News:  
MARCH IS NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH 
Eating for a healthy weight is not about going on (and off) the latest diet. The best way to achieve- and 
maintain- a healthy weight is to make small changes that you are willing to do forever. These six smart 
eating habits help you reach your health goals. 
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Eat Early. Kick-start the day with a power breakfast. Start with protein, add a whole grain and finish off 
with a fruit. 
Eat Regularly. Snack smart to curb the munchies. Letting yourself get too hungry can lead to 
overeating. 
Eat Bright. Fight disease with a rainbow of produce. Colorful fruits and vegetables help fight cancer, 
heart disease, high blood pressure and the effects of aging. 
Eat Whole. Enjoy nutrient combos in whole foods. Nature does an amazing job of putting nutrients 
together, ie. whole grains, dairy and lean beef. 
Eat Strong. Put some protein in every meal and snack. Protein leads to feelings of fullness and 
satisfaction. 
Eat Half. Re-size super portions to fit your needs. Many servings are two or four times what your body 
needs or wants. 
*For more info go to www.choosemyplate.gov or www.EatRight.org.  
 
Art 
I hope everyone had a lovely February! I have a wonderful announcement: our LBS student artwork will 
be on display at the Hunterdon Art Museum for the Young Artist Showcase! Please come see our 
amazing creations in the Third Floor Gallery from Tuesday March 10th - Sunday March 22nd.  This 
past month the art room has been full of creativity and imagination.  Our Kindergarten artists created 
colorful hot air balloons focusing on pattern and form.  Next they used mixed mediums and techniques 
to create tissue paper trees in a snowy splatter paint winter wonderland. First grade took a trip to their 
very own Aquarium tunnel, learning how to use a vanishing point and ruler to create the illusion of 
space and depth. Second grade completed their Name project, creating the most amazing patterns and 
designs from just the simple space between letters!  Each illustration is so unique and wonderfully 
detailed, and painted with bright vibrant colors using tempera cakes.  The third grade finished their pop 
art candy bar paintings, each one more awesome than the next! Next they practiced the “wet on wet” 
watercolor painting technique with the addition of table salt to create eye popping colors and textures. 
These painted papers were then used to create ‘contemporary trees’ for winterscape with metallic line 
designs and snow. (we referenced those bright aluminum trees from Charlie Brown for inspiration). 
Fourth grade worked amazingly hard on their worm’s eye view trees, completing the trees with 
advanced craftsmanship of pencil and crayon, and completing the background in watercolor paint.  Fifth 
grade completed their original Jim Dine inspired compositions, challenging themselves to sketch three 
dimensional objects with realistic details and proportions.  Sixth grade is in the final stages of painting 
their overlapping figures in action in bright neon acrylic with a black background.  Each one provides a 
unique visual experience and true artistic punch!  Please check out my webpage on the school website 
for photos of projects in-process and announcements of artwork on display! 
https://laurapellegrino.myteachersite.org/teacher/site/  
Please don’t forget to stop by the Hunterdon Art Museum for our student artwork installation! 
Young Artists Showcase - Third Floor Gallery 
Tuesday March 10th - Sunday March 22nd 
7 Lower Center Street, Clinton NJ  
 
Music 
This month, we completed our “Mallet Madness” unit in the general music classes.  Through our unit, 
all students learned to read rhythms at varying levels.  Even our preschool students can read and perform 
quarter notes, eighth notes, and quarter rests in different combinations!  Our upper grades expanded their 
rhythm notation to include whole notes/rests, half notes/rests, and even sixteenth notes.  Our upper 
grades performed Orff arrangements to various songs which included 3 parts being played 
simultaneously.  The lower grades also divided into groups to play rhythm based arrangements in 
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multiple parts.   All grades also accompanied their singing using simple ostinato patterns.  We were all 
very excited to hear the music that we were able to create.  
In third grade, we continued our recorder unit and have been focusing on songs that use the pitches G, 
A, and B.  Through these songs we have also been working on our rhythm reading.  We all have been 
able successfully identify the pitches on the treble clef staff which is a huge accomplishment! 
Our 4th grade band began their first large arrangement this month!  We were a little worried when we 
first looked at the challenging piece but, we are excited for the challenge!  We love the way it sounds 
when the various parts come together.  We will be continuing to work on one section at a time in order 
to gradually piece the song together for our concert.  
In the 5th/6th Grade Band, we are making wonderful progress on our concert music.  We have added 
new pitches and vocabulary through these songs.  We have also been working on our sight-reading skills 
which have come such a long way since the fall.  We are continuing to work on our reading skills and 
counting rhythms in order to put the parts together in our spring concert music. 
 
Physical Education/Health 
This month our Physical Education unit covered basketball skills for grades 2nd through 6th grades. 
Fundamentals such as dribbling, passing and shooting were reviewed and practiced.  A variety of games, 
drills and activities were performed to reinforce these fundamentals of the game.  Pre-K through 1st 
grade practiced motor skills and worked on balance and balancing objects.  We had lots of fun balancing 
things on our heads, shoulders and parts of our body while in motion. The Health unit this month 
covered the different forms of Bullying, how it affects us and strategies to combat bullying behaviors. 
 
Technology, Enrichment, A.T., SSS 
The short months always seem to be the busiest!  February has gone by so quickly, and we've 
accomplished so much!  TREP$ has continued for grades 4-6.  We've covered marketing, setting prices, 
building a business plan, and advertising.  We will continue TREP$ lessons in March, and are looking 

forward to the Marketplace on March 31, from 6-7 pm.  Please come to support 
the students and their hard work! 
Grades K-3 have continued to learn about Our World Family, learning that not 
only are people different all around the world, but how homes, school, languages, 
and methods of transportation are different, too.  We will continue to learn about 
homes in the next few weeks, and 'design' and build homes of our own out of 
different materials. 
Coding lessons for all grades were continued into February, and I feel that all 
classes have a great start on coding, persistence, and 
problem-solving.  Also in February, several classes have 

worked with OSMO, activities which use physical pieces as well as 
technology (iPads), practicing skills in math, spelling, tangrams, maps, 
problem-solving, and economics.  Grades K-3 also got some further 
keyboarding practice using the website "Typetastic". I like to practice every 
few months to keep them up on their knowledge of letter placement and speed 
of typing.  
Grades 3-6 are also learning about money - the history of money, wampum 
used by Native Americans, samples of money around the world, real-life math 
problems involving money, and using a budget to "decorate" a room.  This will continue into March. 
 
Reading Olympics 
Our 2020 Reading Olympics Team, called The Lil Paperback Pals, is comprised of 5th and 6th graders 
and they are very busy preparing for the competition at the end of March. (March 23rd) This team of 7 
students has been busy reading through the list of 30 books and is working on responding to questions 
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through a team leader. So far, they have been really impressive with their teamwork and their drive. The 
advisors, Mrs. Lawn and Mrs. Petty are prepping them with mock sessions to work on restating the 
question while answering, and learning how to quickly confer before the Team Leader or designee 
stands to provide the answer. Our team will compete against other teams in the county at the Holland 
Township School and they are very excited to see their hard work pay off with a fun yet challenging 
evening! As they say, they are "Just Bookin' It!" 
 
Preschool 
AM: 
In February we continued our clothing unit, learned about groundhogs day, presidents day and 
valentine's day.  We have made it to the letter S, we made crafts for each letter.  We have learned 
numbers 1 and 2.  During our valentines day party we showed how much we care for our classmates 
with valentines.  The students have shown a lot of fairness during play this month.  We made a bubble 
solution and blew bubbles into the cup.  In March we will learn about St Patrick's day and spring! 
Hopefully we can get outside a lot in March.  
 
PM: 
In February we learned about valentines day, groundhogs day, camping, 5 senses and presidents day. 
We got to explore 5 stations one for each sense.  We have made it to number 9 and letter s, we 
celebrated the 100th day of school by coloring in 100 circles (10 of each color).  In March we will learn 
about St Patrick's day, spring, Dr Seuss and start our community helpers unit.  Hopefully the weather 
starts to get warmer and we can go outside a lot! 

 
Kindergarten 
Kindergarteners have been reading various fiction and non-fiction texts that 
discuss how changes affect us.  The children are learning the clues of each 
genre and are able to identify the genre of our stories.  In writing, we are 
adding details to our sentences and trying to write 2-3 sentences about a 
topic.  
In science, we have been discussing different types of weather, signs of the 

different seasons, and how to dress for different types of weather.  We discovered knowing the weather 
forecast is very important! 
We have been learning about presidents, types of communities and what makes up a community, and 
Black History Heroes in social studies.  For Black History Month we  have learned about Jesse Owens- 
1st Olympic medalist, Thurgood Marshall-1st Supreme Court Justice, and Sarah E. Goode- 1st Woman 
to be granted a patent for a foldable bed. 
We have been eagerly watching the Eagle’s Nest at Duke Farms, we expect to see the two eaglets 
anyday! They have reached their 35 day incubation period.  
This month we celebrated the 100th day of school with lots of 100th day activities with our 6th grade 
buddies, we even conducted a volume experiment with 100 items.  The children have also been reading, 
writing and representing numbers 11-19 and 20 and beyond. 
 
First Grade 
  First grade has had a lot to celebrate in February!  We had a great time making 
predictions if the groundhog would see his shadow or not.  Early spring, here 
we come!  We celebrated the 100th day of school by building a structure out of 
100 blocks, making Froot Loop necklaces with 100 pieces, and licking a 
lollipop 100 times in hopes of getting to the center.  We also had a great time 
passing out our Valentines to our friends and celebrating with special snacks! 
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     During our unit on Frog and Toad, we’ve been learning about character traits, reviewing sequence of 
events, and working on making inferences.  We continue to work on our reading fluency by practicing 
poems, reading texts multiple times, and studying word patterns.  We’ve also explored parts of speech 
like proper nouns, verbs, and adjectives.  In the weeks to come, we will discuss contractions and plural 
nouns.  In our Reading Street books, we will read about the butterfly life cycle and what animals do 
when the seasons change. 

     In writing, we are starting our “How-to” books where the students will write a 
book describing something they know how to do.  Later, we will be writing an “All 
about” book, where the students will choose an animal to write “All about”.  We are 
still focusing on including correct capitals, periods, finger spacing, and using details 
in our writing.  
     In math, the students are learning to add using three addends, and finding easy 
ways to make 10.  In March, we will review addition and subtraction strategies like 
counting back and forth on a number line and using addition and subtraction 
relationships to find the sum or difference.  
     Along with incorporating science into our reading and writing curriculum, first 

grade has been learning about famous African Americans during Social Studies.  So far, we’ve learned 
about Jackie Robinson, and Booker T. Washington.  Next week, we will learn about Frederick Douglass. 
Later, we will study Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth.  
  

Second Grade 
In second grade our reading theme is about how creative 
thinking helps solve problems. We read a story about a boy 
who was creative in his communication with his grandmother. 
The class has been working hard to build their reading fluency 
and comprehension. We are currently writing a friendly letter 
about a new way to communicate.  
We are almost finished creating our class book. We are working on a theme all 

about nature. They have been writing stories about things in nature that they have explored. They also 
added some poems and descriptive paragraphs about objects in nature. Their book is almost ready to be 
shipped out and published! 
During the last few weeks, the second grade class learned to solve two and three digit addition and 
subtraction problems. They learned to regroup hundreds to tens and tens to ones when subtracting 

3-digit numbers. They also learned to regroup with zero. They were 
recently assessed on this chapter. We are currently working on a 
chapter on money and time.  
In science we are continuing our unit on plants. We are starting our 
mystery lessons on adaptation and habitats. In social studies we are 
continuing to learn about maps and landforms. We are looking forward 

to Read Across America Day in honor Dr. Seuss.  
 
Third Grade 
3rd Graders are officially100 days wiser! We prepared for the 100th day celebration by surveying LBS 
staff for the, “100 Reasons We Love Our School!” We were very pleased to interview and gather 
everyone’s special sentiments – LBS is a fabulous place to learn and grow, and we have 100 reasons to 
prove it!  We are also learning to be good reporters! This week we learned how to write informatively 
with the 5Ws. Students read realistic fiction and pulled important facts by keeping the who, what, where, 
when, and why in mind. We then wrote exciting news stories based on our reading story. In math it’s all 
about fraction-fun! Students are learning how to name fractions of groups and design fractions that are 
greater than one. In social studies we’ve begun our American States adventure! We are “travelling” 
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vicariously through the USA, region by region, to learn about states' geography, 
resources, climate, and economic offerings. We will soon be researching our 
most favorite state. This month 3rd Graders also read about famous African 
Americans who are known for their bravery in the face of unimaginable 

hardships, such as slavery, segregation, and racism. We 
researched 15 American heroes who fought to end unfair 
practices and change history! In science we completed a 
lengthy but fascinating unit called Animals Through Time. Students will now 
explore the water cycle to better understand climate and weather patterns. 
 
Fourth Grade 

This month, we have been super busy in Fourth Grade. In ELA, we continued to read the novel, 
Wonder. We enjoyed hearing from different characters' perspectives as the story unfolded. We analyzed 
some of the main characters' traits through a cooperative learning activity and then created our own 
wordles using all that we brainstormed. These will be hanging proudly  and will be sent home soon for 
you to check out. This novel is really helping us to give kindness, acceptance and courage a lot of deep 
thought and reflection. In March we will explore some of the untold stories in the companion, Auggie 
and Me ,while we reflect more fully on characters.  We are also working with our stories of the week, 
with us currently enjoying a myth. Myths explain patterns in nature and highlight gods and goddesses. 
We have been enjoying comparing the explanations to actual Science! 
In Math, we have dove fractions! After becoming masters at working with factors , multiples and finding 
the pattern/relationship in Chapter 5, we have now applied those skills to finding equivalent fractions 
and putting fractions into the simplest form. We have also been finding a new pair of fractions with a 
common denominator so we are prepared in March to add, subtract and decompose fractions. Fractions 
are so fun! ( I meant it!) 
In Social Studies, we now understand why the colonists in the 1700s were so upset with Britain and all 
those taxes, especially without representation! Ask your student about our role playing that we did in 
class. I got to be King George, of course, and I randomly chose two tax collectors to help me out. The 
students had to "pay" a tax on various, unfair things and they quickly understood the feeling of that time 
period! We have focused on New Jersey's role in the Revolutionary War for there is so much history 
here, and NJ's role in the development of our Constitution. After we finish this unit, we will dive back 
into Science! 
Fourth graders are really hitting their strides. The attention to detail, effort and excitement are now at a 
higher level and we are having a great time! 
 
Fifth Grade 
February has flown by so quickly that I can’t believe it’s time for another 
Wildcat Roar already! It’s been great being able to make so much 
progress without the interruption of any snow days to slow us down! In 
ELA, we have enjoyed a reading selection about blues singer Mahalia 
Jackson, perfectly timed for Black History Month. We learned that she 
was a close friend of Martin Luther King, Jr., and we watched actual 
video footage of her singing at King’s famous DC speech. Our online 
book collection, Epic Books, had a special collection of books in honor 
of Black History Month, and each student chose five books to read, and three of them to write about. In 
math, we are working on Chapter 7, which is all about multiplying with fractions. We learned how to 
model and use the standard algorithm for multiplying whole numbers and fractions and fractions by 
fractions. We are currently finishing up learning how to multiply two mixed numbers. Drawing models 
can be tricky, and I’m so proud of how hard this class has worked and  how successful they’ve been!  In 
science, we began a unit titled, “Spaceship Earth” and our first lesson has given us an opportunity to 
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learn more about how the rotation and tilt of the earth is what causes day and night, and why the sun 
seems to rise and set each day. We will soon be learning about the earliest clocks used by ancient 
people, and we will make our own sundial clock to tell time. This ties in nicely with our study of ancient 
civilizations in social studies. We are almost finished with our study of the fascinating ancient 
Egyptians, and next up is the Indus River Valley civilization (ancient India) . This month it was our turn 
to share something with the rest of the school at our character ed assembly for “Fairness”. We chose to 
learn how to use American Sign Language (ASL) to sign one of our favorite quotations, “ Win or lose, 
do it fairly!” It is a simple phrase, easy to remember, and so important to implement in our everyday 
lives! 
 
Sixth Grade 
For a short month, we have accomplished a great deal! 
We have completed our novel, Elijah of Buxton, tying together the threads of the Underground Railroad, slavery 
and freedom with the coming of age of the title character, Elijah.  The story started slowly and some 6th graders 
expressed concern about that.  However, by the end of the book, everyone was invested in the story of Elijah and 
Mr. Leroy and the people Elijah discovers in a barn.  Ask your student about it!  We have now started prep work 
for our next novel (which everyone is VERY excited about), The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. 
Our new chapter in math is more of the same.  We have finished our first algebra chapter and started on the 
second this month.  In March we will continue to learn more about the intricacies of algebra.  We may also get to 
a chapter on data collection and displays...something that will tie closely with work we are already completing in 
science. 
Which leads us to -- science!  We have completed learning about reproduction and are now exploring ideas about 
the ecosystem, biomes and how organisms work together (or not!) in these places.  Each 6th grader researched a 
specific biome about which they wrote a three-page report and created a three dimensional model about their 
biome.  They are currently on display in the office waiting area at school.  We also began working on a unit about 
forces and motion, which should carry us through March. This unit entails some pretty active experiments which 
are both messy and fun. 
In history, we have finished Ancient Rome and begun learning about the Abrahamic religions:  Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam.  The students had many insights about these three belief systems which we compared and 
contrasted as part of our religion unit.  Understanding these three religions will help the students better understand 
our next unit on Medieval Europe, as well as many current events happening today. 
 
Join the PTA 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide students with 
enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips, assemblies, family events, 
supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA supports the children of Lebanon 
Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA!  The membership form can be found on the PTA page of our 
district website.  
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