
 
Mr. Arcurio’s Corner 
I cannot believe that it is December 1st.  This unprecedented 
year has been moving right along and the LBS community 
has worked together to make this the best school year it can 
be.  We just celebrated Thanksgiving and I would like to 
thank all of you for your hard work and dedication to 
making our school models a success!  Without your support 
at home with the academics, your diligence with health 
screening, and taking precautions, this would not be 
possible. As the holiday season continues, please be mindful 
of the travel and holiday guidelines that are sent out at the 
end of every Friday email.  I wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday season! 
 
2nd Trimester 
We will be running the same two models for the 2nd 
trimester based on the number of in-person/hybrid students. 
Those families that have chosen fully virtual will have 
another opportunity to make an enrollment choice prior to 
the 3rd Trimester, which begins on March 15, 2021. 
Families who have chosen hybrid/in-person instruction may 
switch to fully virtual at any time.  If circumstances change 
with the public health crisis, we will, of course, reevaluate 
our options. 
 
Scheduling Change 
When we began the school year we were unsure how much 
interactivity the fully virtual students would be able to have 
during the 8:45 am to 12:45 pm instructional block.  It turns out that our teachers have been able to include these 
students and provide interactive instruction.  Currently, each afternoon there is a 40 minute period that is 
dedicated to teachers checking in and instructing fully virtual students. After discussion with the teachers, we will 
now be shortening that check-in time and allowing the teachers the flexibility to utilize the time as dictated by the 
needs of the class.   This will include both fully virtual and in-person/hybrid students and may consist of reading 
groups which are more difficult to do in person now or some other instructional structure determined by the 
teacher. 
 
Physical Education Change 
As the weather turns colder, it is more difficult to hold PE outside, particularly when the weather is below 
freezing.  Based on the size of our gym and the small class sizes, Mr. Torres will be holding some physical 
education classes inside over the winter.  This will entail social distancing,  wearing masks, and low-cardio 
activities (skill building, throwing, etc.).  Please note that students should continue to dress for the weather for 
outdoor mask breaks and outdoor Phys. Ed. as we will continue to try to get the students outside as much as 
possible, even if only briefly. 
 
 

Better Together! 1 



Potential for Fully-Remote Instruction 
● As you may be hearing on the news and your newsfeeds, the Covid numbers are rising and the state and 

region may be designated in the Red or "Very High" category in the next days or weeks.  If this is the 
case, the red designation guidance is that we go fully remote starting the next day after the 
announcement/designation.  

● It is my intention to base our in-person or remote status on the activity designation, meaning if we move 
down from red to orange or yellow, we will open for in-person accordingly unless there is an operational 
reason to remain closed (for example, too many cases arise, or too many staff need to quarantine to open). 

● If you have questions, please contact me at barcurio@lebanonschool.org 
  
 Better Together, 

Bruce Arcurio - Lead Learner/Superintendent 

Office Items 
Travel Advisory 

● With the Winter Break and holidays almost upon us, please be reminded that if you are traveling out of 
the country or to a state that is on New Jersey’s self-quarantine list, you must quarantine for 14 days after 
you have returned from the trip. We will allow students to participate in fully virtual learning, rather 
than have them come to school prior to the end of the 14 day quarantine period.  Here is a link to the 
New Jersey webpage with updated information on which states are on the list. 

● https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-adviso
ry-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey#direct-link 

 
LBS Daily Pre-screening Checklist 
Thank you again for continuing to use the pre-screening form so we can monitor any potential COVID-19 cases 
or anyone with symptoms.  
 
Before and Aftercare 
Just a reminder that Lebanon Borough School offers onsite Before and Aftercare through the YMCA. 
If you are interested in the program please visit the registration website at: YMCA Before/After Care 
Registration 
 
Health Office… 
Bully-Free Zone: For the months of November and December, our character trait is Caring. Our focus as 
a school community towards one another will be; kindness, compassion, gratitude, forgiveness and 
helping people in need. 
Nurse’s News: Parents, thank you for your diligence in screening your children before school and 
keeping them home when ill. Please review the handwashing and face mask links with your children. 

● Hand Washing 
○ Proper Handwashing Techniques 
○ CDC Handwashing 

● Mask Info 
 
American Sign Language (ASL)- Spanish 
December will be our last month with Ms. Rooney in American Sign Language.  She is moving on to 
other things and we wish her well in all her future endeavors.  We are in the process of hiring a new 
World Language teacher; however, we have had no applicants for American Sign Language.  It is likely 
we will hire a Spanish teacher over the next few weeks that I will introduce in our next newsletter.  Stay 
tuned. 
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Art 
Hello! I hope everyone has had a wonderful November! We explored the worlds of new art movements 
and artists and created some colorful masterpieces!  
Our LBS artists enjoyed the colors of Fall once more by studying the leaves and all the different shapes, 
lines, and colors within them.  We also celebrated the holiday Dia De Los Muertos and learned all about 
the wonderful traditions including the migration of the Monarch butterflies and observed all the 
beautiful marigolds and colorful cut paper banners.  We created our own Sugar Skull illustrations and 
created decorative lines and patterns to fill them.  Next we learned about American artist Wayne 
Thiebaud and his unique repetitious compositions.  Students identified how his bright use of color and 
thick brushstrokes of paint created a very realistic image of everyday items, especially his cakes! After 
observing many of his artworks, we created our own Thiebaud inspired dessert artwork! In creating our 
delicious treats we also practice creating forms such as cylinders and cones.  Pablo Picasso joined the art 
room next and we learned all about his life as an artist, and the incredible influence he had on the world! 
We reviewed the art of the Portrait and Self-Portrait, what is full face and profile views, and how they 
apply to Picasso’s portraits. Students used abstract colors and shapes to create their own Picasso inspired 
Portraits and they are incredible! We finished up the month with some of our artists creating our friend 
Pigeon from the Mo Willems books, and other artists learning about the art of Zentangle.  Zentangle art 
is actually a form of meditation that uses art as its medium, or as I like to call it, “the art of doodling”. 
Students practiced how to clear their mind and let their instincts create their line and shape patterns, 
without worry of mistake or correction.  
It was by far a very fun and creative month for us! Many of us have completed our first round of art 
books and are onto our second batch of sketchbooks. I cannot wait to show off all the amazing artwork 
LBS has created.  Be on the lookout for a virtual art show this winter! I hope you all have a wonderful 
month! 

 
Music 
This month, we worked on singing our virtual 
choir song, “Joy to the World.”  While working 
on this, we discussed the form of the song and 
defined verse and refrain.  We also 
differentiated between the beat and the rhythm. 
The students learned about the process of doing 
a virtual recording and many students recorded 
themselves singing for our virtual concert. 
Now that videos are coming in, I am looking 

forward to putting them together for our performance.  We even watched a professional virtual choir 
performance of ”Sing Gently” by Eric Whitacre which included 17,572 singers from 129 countries (I 
was lucky enough to participate).  The students were amazed at the performance. 
In general music class, we also studied Franz Joseph Haydn for our November composer of the month. 
While learning about him, we discussed the difference in the music of the 1700’s and its role in society. 
We even performed rhythms and followed listening maps along with his “Surprise Symphony.”  The 
students really enjoyed his “surprise.”  December will be Tchaikovsky month and there are lots of fun 
activities planned to go with his music! 
The upper grades began working on a body percussion piece called “Groove Center Chillout.”  While 
learning the parts, we learned how to subdivide beats and write counts under the notes and rests to help 
with our rhythm sight-reading abilities.  We also played a game to help identify and match the rhythms 
that we heard.  The 3rd graders began playing the recorders this month too which was very exciting. 
The band students have also been progressing nicely while expanding their range and reading abilities. 
We also met our new best friend, the metronome!  We’ve discovered how challenging it can be to 
follow the metronome but, how important it is as a musician.  
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Physical Education/Health 
For the month of November our focus during Physical Education was on foot striking skills and games, 
and Nutrition for Health classes. Pre-K & kindergarten continued to work on personal space and motor 
skills that promote physical fitness. They also got to kick the soccer balls around and practice trapping 
and dribbling as well. Virtual students were sent a variety of videos that focused on  soccer skills, 
fitness, dance and mindfulness.   PE: In December Pre-K and  Kindergarten will continue practicing to 
improve their motor skills and fitness levels. They will also touch on underhand toss and catching 
techniques.  K-2nd grade will practice underhand toss and catching skills.  3rd-6th grade will practice 
underhand toss, overhand throwing and catching skills. We will also be using the gymnasium during the 
very cold days. Our small class sizes and ample space will allow us to safely and easily practice social 
distancing, while wearing our masks when indoors. We will continue to use hand sanitizer at the 
beginning and end of each class as well as sanitize all equipment that may be touched. All activities will 
be low cardio because we will be wearing our masks but there will be plenty of fun for all to enjoy. 
During health, all classes focus on Bullying, anti-bullying and personal safety. We will also continue to 
focus on Caring as our pillar of character. 
 
Enrichment, A.T., BSI 
November was such a busy month in enrichment. And preschool we used our listening and following 
directions skills to create a turkey. Each feather is a letter of our first names! In Kindergarten we read 
and worked with the book, Little Bear’s Thanksgiving and then taught Mrs. Lawn how to prep and cook 
a turkey dinner. In first grade we read books about turkeys disguising themselves from the farmer and 
then ordered supplies from Mrs. Lawn through commenting and Google classroom to begin creating a 
disguise for our own turkeys. In second through fifth grade we learned about the harsh conditions and 
details of the journey of the pilgrims on the Mayflower complete with readers theater interviews, a 
virtual field trip and videos! In six grade students chose a Greek God or Goddess to research and worked 
to create a presentation that they then used to teach the rest of the class! 

 
Preschool 
This month in preschool we learned about color mixing, letters C, L, O, H, 
number 1, and shapes oval and star.  We started our trees unit and have been 
learning what is good and bad for trees, what animals live in trees and help 
the trees.  We have also been talking about caring, how we can forgive our 
friends and help others in need.  We welcomed a practicum student into our 
classroom, she has been observing and learning what we do.  Next month we 
will continue our trees unit and learn about the holidays, we will continue to 
move through our alphabet, our numbers and shapes 
   
 

Kindergarten 
We have been super busy this month, November flew by!  Throughout the 
month we discussed the Thanksgiving holiday and how it started and why we 
celebrate it today. We also read some fiction and non-fiction books about 
Thanksgiving and turkeys.  Everyone seemed to love Turkey Trouble, where 
the turkey disguises himself so he doesn't become a Thanksgiving feast.  The 
children had some fabulous ideas on how to disguise the turkey.  The 
kindergartners have become super word spies, finding their sight words 

everywhere they can! Everyone has done such a great job reading and writing using their sounds! We 
also were able to virtually be readers theater audience for the 1st graders.  The children were so 
impressed how well they read, and they can’t wait to read like them!  
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In Social Studies, earlier this month we also learned about American Symbols, the voting process and 
Veteran’s day.  We even had a mock election- favorite book characters.  We learned that the armed 
forces keep us safe and free and we wrote thank you cards to send to veterans to say thank you through 
Scholastic.  
In math, we have been learning about addition and subtraction number sentences and how to illustrate 
addition versus subtraction problems.  We have been practicing ways to make 10. Below are some of 
our math monsters with 10 spikes and some of our disguised turkeys! 
 
First Grade 
We hope you all had a safe and happy Thanksgiving!  It’s hard to believe that December is right around 
the corner.  The students have really enjoyed our unit about Families Long Ago & Today.  We’ve 
learned that homes, schools, clothes, transportation, technology and 
communication have changed drastically over the past 200 years!  We will 
be taking a break from this unit, and move on to Holidays Around the 
World.  The students will learn about Hanukkah, Chinese New Year, 
Diwali, Kwanzaa, and the Christmas traditions of Uganda, El Salvador, 
Dominican Republic, Italy, Germany and Poland. 
In math, the students continue to learn about addition and subtraction 
relationships in Module 4.  We’ve learned how to determine if facts are 
related to each other, whether equations are true or false, and how to solve 
for unknown addends.   In Module 5, the students will use pictures and 
representations to solve addition and subtraction problems. 
In Reading and Writing, we continue to practice the skills that all good 
readers do: visualize, connect to the text, retell the story, compare and contrast characters, analyze how 
characters have changed, make predictions, and make inferences.  They loved the stories from 
November: Scaredy Squirrel and Wemberly Worried.  We will take a break from our Engaging Readers 
program to allow more time for Holidays Around the World, however the students will still be able to 
enjoy some great holiday stories!  We will go back to the Engaging Readers program in January.  We 
are looking forward to December and the holiday season! 
 
Second Grade 
November has come and gone in the blink of an eye here in 2nd grade! We have been hard at work on 
our superhero comic books, creating a fiction superhero to write about and illustrate into our very own 
comic strips! In Math, we have become math wizards who know how to use their Base 10 blocks to help 
us solve three-digit addition problems! During Social Studies, we have learned all about the Native 
Americans: their culture, traditions, and the types of homes that they used to live in by looking at a map 
of the United States! In Science, we have blasted off into space and are beginning to learn all about our 
galaxy and the different planets in them. The 2nd grade class has come so far in such a short period of 
time, I am so proud of them and know that they will continue to shine through the remainder of the year! 
 
Third Grade 
3rd grade is continuing to learn their multiplication facts, we are working on 9s!  We are learning the 
associative and distributive properties in math.  In science we learned about turkeys and made a gobble 
wobbler.  We will move into social studies in December and finish learning about the government and 
how it is set up.  The class did an awesome job writing their 4 part summaries and drawing the pictures 
for it.  We will begin to work on realistic fiction as well as continue to learn different spelling rules.  We 
have some fun spelling words for the holidays!  
 
Fourth Grade 
Fourth grade has been quite busy this past month! In ELA, we finished all activities regarding 
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Mr. Popper’s Penguins, and have moved back into our Reading 
Street books. One of our new 
skills this month that we have worked quite a bit on is cause and 
effect. We learned about 
persuasive writing. The students came up with a product they would 
like to create, and wrote an 
advertisement (persuasive text) to sell their product. As we move 
into December, we will be 
learning about drawing conclusions, fact and opinion, and main 
ideas and details. The students 
will also receive their second letter from their pen pals, and write back to them. 
This month we started Social Studies. We have learned about the geography of New Jersey. 
The students learned about New Jersey landscapes, waters, and weather. In December, we will 
learn about Regions and Resources. This includes the six regions of the United States, the 
regions of New Jersey, and our state’s resources. 
In Math, we have completed modules 3 and 4, which involve working with multiplication and 
division. We have worked on remembering our basic facts, multiplying and dividing with 10’s, 
100’s, and 1,000’s by a one digit number, and using mental math strategies to multiply and 
divide larger numbers. As we move into December, we will be continuing multiplication. We 
will be learning different strategies to help us multiply more difficult two and three digit 
numbers by a single digit number. We will also continue working on our quick multiplication 
facts to help us when we begin multiplying and dividing with larger numbers. 

 
Fifth Grade 
For quite awhile at the beginning of November, it still felt like summer! 
Finally, autumn temperatures have arrived. We enjoyed much nice 
weather during our recess/snack time outside, but as it gets colder, please 
be sure your child has a coat, hat, and gloves each day. We want to be 
able to enjoy a little bit of fresh air each day as long as we can. 
November has been rushing by us, and we have been quite busy.  During 
Veterans Day week, we read a story in our Reading Street text about the 
first African-American regiment in the Civil War. One member of this 
regiment was Sgt. William Carney, who became the first 
African-American recipient of the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
Students also worked on a Google slide assignment about the origin of 

Veterans Day (once called Armistice Day) and the responsibilities of each branch of the military.  Our 
planned Veterans Day Google Meet with my son, Andy, who is stationed in Florida, had to be postponed 
due to his encounter with Covid-19! However, he made a quick recovery and met with us on our last day 
before Thanksgiving break. The kids had lots of good questions to ask him about Veterans Day!  We are 
in the middle of reading a novel called Sign of the Beaver, a wonderful story about survival, friendship, 
and acceptance of others who are different from ourselves.  In math we finished our unit on creating 
expressions and solving them using the order of operations rule, and we began our next module on 
Volume. In science, we’ve been learning about the water on Earth. We learned that there is a lot more 
salt water on Earth compared to fresh water and frozen fresh water. We learned how we find and use 
groundwater. Soon we will learn about the water cycle and how water evaporates and then falls again as 
various forms of precipitation. In Social Studies we have just about finished up our unit on 
Mesopotamia, the Sumerians, and the first empires of the world that formed in that region. We are soon 
to begin studying the fascinating ancient Egyptian culture.  One of the highlights of November for me 
was meeting (virtually) with all of you during conference week. Though in-person meetings are always 
more enjoyable for me, it was wonderful meeting some of you for the first time, and reconnecting with 
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others I’ve known for years. Communication is an important factor in a student’s success, so thank you 
for participating! I hope you all enjoyed a happy and healthy Thanksgiving!  
 
Sixth Grade 
In November, we abandoned our realistic/historic fiction theme of September and October and jumped 
into the fantasy genre with C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe.  We began by learning 
about the setting of the story:  children evacuated from London during the Blitz.  The sixth graders spent 
some time exploring the BBC website on World War II, including primary sources such as photos and 
first-person memoirs from people who were evacuated as children from London during the bombings. 
Once we had completed that, we were ready to begin our novel!  Our adventures with Peter, Susan, 
Edmund, and Lucy are quickly coming to a close, however, and December will be some shorter stories 
and benchmark activities. 
In social studies, Mrs. Lawn and I coordinated a Greek God Unit. .  Each student chose a different god 
or goddess to research.  They created presentations in Google slides and then presented them to their 
classmates before Thanksgiving break on Wednesday.  We should finish up Ancient Greece before the 
Winter Break and begin learning about the Roman Empire. 
We continued our math journey this month by working on ratios in a variety of ways.  We have been 
making circle graphs (pie charts) and creating ratios to convert the percentages to numbers, and the 
numbers to percentages of the circle.  As a byproduct, we are also learning how to use a compass and 
protractor.  Meanwhile, in science, we have finished our unit on reproduction in plants and animals, and 
will be beginning work on how organisms interact within ecosystems. 
 
Join the PTA 
Please join our next meeting on Zoom at 6:30pm on November 9, 2020.  The link will be sent in Mr. 
Arucrio’s upcoming Friday emails. 
Our PTA is a wonderful organization that works in conjunction with the school to provide students with 
enriching opportunities that could not happen without its support.  Field trips, assemblies, family events, 
supplies, and equipment are just a few of the many ways that our PTA supports the children of Lebanon 
Borough.  Please be sure to join the PTA! You can complete the membership form online at this link: 
2020-2021 PTA Membership Form.  The PTA accepts checks and Venmo for payment. 
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