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MINNESOTA VALLEY EDUCATION DISTRICT

Safe Learning Model

The Minnesota Valley Education District (MVED) started the 2020-2021 school year in a Hybrid Learning
Model for the Minnesota Valley School (MVS) and Minnesota River School (MRS).

On November 19, 2020, MVED moved to a distance  learning model due to increased COVID cases in Blue
Earth, Le Sueur, and Nicollet Counties, as well as increased numbers of staff and students who were either
positive cases or in quarantine.

Beginning January 11, 2021 and continuing until January 15, 2021, MVED will begin in-person learning on a ½
day basis (8:00-11:30 am) for all students in both the Minnesota Valley School (MVS) and Minnesota River
School (MRS).  No instruction will occur in the afternoons as teachers and staff will be developing plans for a
return to full-time in-person learning on January 19, 2021.

On January 19, 2021, MVED will begin full day in-person learning for all MVS and MRS classrooms.

This plan is based on the most recent data and trends in the number of COVID-19 cases in Nicollet County.
Please know that MVED will continue to evaluate the most current data on COVID-19 cases to guide decision
making on any learning format changes.  MVED parents/guardians will also have the option to select distance
learning for their students.

Schedule & Instruction

What is my student’s daily schedule?

In-Person Learning: Students will be in class Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

Hybrid Learning: Students will be in class Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Distance learning will
occur on Friday.

Distance Learning: Students will be learning remotely.

The student schedule was designed to allow for thorough cleaning of buildings and grounds and to allow
maximum in-person learning days for students.

Will students remain in their classrooms during the day?

Yes, students will remain in their classrooms following social distancing guidelines and capacity within each
classroom.  Students may move to alternate locations for various activities.

Breakfast and lunch will be brought to the classroom. Students will eat in their rooms or outside.
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What does instruction look like in a Hybrid Model?

For the in-person days, instruction will look a lot like it did prior to moving to Distance Learning in March of
2020.

Students will participate in distance learning on Fridays via Google Classroom.  Teachers will be available to
consult with and tutor students on these days.

Students will be issued a district owned device for learning.

What does instruction look like in a Distance Learning Model?

Students will be required to engage in learning during regular school hours, turn in assignments per classroom
expectations and follow the adapted school calendar.

How will my students’ work be graded?

MVED will return to normal grading procedures that were in place this past school year prior to the COVID-19
Distance Learning period.

What learning platform will my student use?

All instruction, communication, assignments and assessments will be found on one learning platform.  This
learning platform will be Google Classroom.

How will the teacher communicate with my student?

Teachers will communicate with students through Google Classroom, district phone and email.  Staff members
will work to respond to emails within a 24-hour period that falls within normal school days.  In addition,
teachers will host meetings with groups and individual students, as appropriate, for a portion of their time.

How will teachers track attendance?

● Teachers will be responsible for reporting attendance in accordance with state requirements and
MDE guidelines on in-person learning days.

● Teachers will also be responsible for documenting students’ completion of work in a distance
learning environment and/or participation in on-line classes, and for following up, as appropriate,
when it appears that a student is not participating in learning opportunities.

● Teachers will document that distance learning students are checking in at least two times per day
via classroom assignments, phone, email, or video conferencing.
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Does the Hybrid Model affect the school calendar or my student’s school hours?

The Hybrid Learning Model does not impact the school calendar.  School start dates, holidays and other days
off, as well as the end date, will not change.

When might we move between models?

Governor Walz and the Department of Education in partnership with the Department of Health have provided
guidance for the operation of schools for the 2020-21 school year in the State’s Safe Learning Plan. It is a data
driven plan that prioritizes the health and safety of our students and staff. The state suggests that schools
review metrics at the county level on an ongoing basis which means calculating the number of new cases over
a 14-day average. The state also suggests taking a “scalpel” approach or taking a close look at the data
specific to our community and schools.  This data will be used to determine the mode of instruction throughout
the year. MVED serves residents in the counties of Nicollet, Blue Earth, and Le Sueur. The data from all three
counties will be reviewed on an ongoing basis.

Regardless of the instructional model being provided throughout the year, distance learning will be available
to any families that are not able to, or choose not to, attend in person.

School Day Information

What does arrival to school look like?

Students who are transported to school via a school bus or school van will be expected to follow Minnesota’s
health and safety guidelines (social distance, wear masks etc.)

Students will remain on the bus or van until released by school staff. Staff will release one vehicle at a time to
allow for social distancing while participating in the health screening protocol.

Students will go through a health screening protocol prior to entering the building. This will include
temperature checks and will be asked questions about symptoms related to COVID.

Families should self-screen before sending your child to school using the following information. More common
symptoms include fever greater than or equal to 100.4, new onset and/or worsening cough, difficulty
breathing, new loss of taste or smell. Less common symptoms include sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
chills, muscle pain, excessive fatigue, new onset of severe headache, new onset of nasal congestion or runny
nose.

For a person with one "less common" symptom, you will need to determine if they are well enough to attend
school. For people with one "more common" symptom OR at least two "less common" symptoms should stay
home or will be sent home. Please refer to the COVID-19 Decision Tree for more information.

Students will also be screened by staff before entering the building. Should your child have symptoms they will
be placed in a room by themself and parents/guardians will be called and expected to pick up their child
immediately.

Once in the building students will proceed to their classroom and sit at their desks.
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What does my student’s classroom look like?

All classrooms will adhere to social distancing of 6 feet at all times and to not exceed capacity for any
classroom.

How will school meal services operate?

Breakfast and lunch will be delivered to classrooms where students will be allowed to sit at their desks and
eat.

Will students have recess or breaks?

To the extent possible, recess and breaks will be provided.  During recess or breaks outside of the classroom,
students will need to practice social distancing and be in groups of no more than 10 students.  Contact sports
and activities are prohibited.

How will students be dismissed from school?

Students will have a staggered release time determined by the arrival of transportation and will be walked to
school transportation or to the vehicles that will be transporting them home.

What do I do if I am picking up my student early, arriving late or dropping off items for my student
who left something at home?

Please call the MVED school office to arrange to meet these needs.

Can I visit my student’s school?

While we value our partnerships with families, nonessential visitors, volunteers and external groups or
organizations will be limited in our building in order to minimize potential spread of COVID-19.

I am a Tier 1 worker, are you providing school-age child care?

Child-care would be available during the school day for the families of Tier 1 workers as defined by the State
[Healthcare and public health, Law enforcement, public safety and first responders, Food and agriculture,
Judicial Branch (essential services), National Guard (activated under a Governor Executive Order), Educators
and school staff, Child care and school-age care providers].
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Full-Time Distance Learning

What are the expectations of students and families who choose to opt-in to full-time distance
learning?

MVED requests the help of students and families who opt-in to full-time distance learning.  For example:
● Have students establish and follow regular daily routines to the greatest extent possible;
● Ensure students get enough sleep;
● Designate a specific space to work on distance learning activities;
● Set sensible time limits for students technology use;
● Review communication from MVED as frequently as possible;
● Complete assigned activities to the greatest extent possible;
● Communicate remote learning experiences and needs with MVED staff and administration.
● Students are expected to check in with school staff at least two times per day to be counted as

present. These check-ins could be by assignment completion, phone, email, or video conferencing.

MVED Commitments

What are the MVED commitments to students and families who opt-in to full-time distance
learning?

MVED teachers and staff will commit to:
● Providing students with synchronous small group and/or individual learning sessions and check-ins

through virtual platforms;
● Providing students with asynchronous learning via video recordings, opportunities for independent

practice and on-going feedback on work that has been completed;
● Using a variety of assessment methods to measure student progress and content mastery;
● Ensuring that students have opportunities to complete required district-wide and state

assessments; and
● Following up, as appropriate, when it appears that a student is not participating in learning

opportunities.

Health and Safety

How will MVED promote health and safety?

Based on the Governor’s Executive Order 20-81, students and staff are required to wear masks.  As such, face
coverings are generally required for students and staff in the MVED building or riding school transportation.

Students and staff will receive a cloth mask from MVED.  Face shields will also be available for some staff
workers.  Also, proper handwashing and hygiene will be practiced and hand sanitizer will be available in each
teaching space. MVED has increased daily and weekly cleaning and disinfecting protocols for the building.

Social distancing practices will be taught, reinforced and monitored by staff and through signs and reminders
posted around the MVED building.

All drinking fountains and water stations will be closed.  Students are encouraged to bring their own water
bottles from home. Staff will be able to refill water bottles as time allows throughout the day.
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Students are expected to bring their own school supplies from home as sharing won’t be permitted.

A self screening check will be at the front entrance for monitoring and tracing purposes for visitors.

How will students and staff be monitored for sickness?

Staff and students will self-monitor for symptoms. Students will also go through a health screening process
when entering the building.

Staff and students who develop symptoms during the school day must report to the principal.  Individuals with
COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home. Parents/Guardians are expected to pick up their child right away to
assist in the reduction of exposure to others.

Symptoms of COVID-19 include one of the more common symptoms of a fever greater than or equal to 100.4,
new onset and/or worsening cough, difficulty breathing, new loss of taste or smell. Two or more of the less
common symptoms include sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, muscle pain, excessive fatigue, new
onset of severe headache, new onset of nasal congestion or runny nose.

If a person has a new symptom (for example, new loss of smell only) with no other diagnosis to explain it, they
should stay home and talk to their health care provider about testing for COVID-19, even if it is the only
symptom they are experiencing.

What if staff or a student test positive for COVID-19?

MVED will work in partnership with the Minnesota Department of Health and Nicollet County Public Health if
there is a COVID-19 case involving a staff member or a student.  MDH and Nicollet County Public Health will
work with MVED on specific steps that need to be taken and on any notifications and communication that
need to be sent to staff/families.

Transportation

What will transportation look like?

MDE/MDH will determine the number of students per bus/van. Students may need to sit at windows to provide
additional separation. Students will load the bus using seats in the back first and unload the bus from front to
back.

The state requires face coverings for bus riders including students in kindergarten through grade 12 (Executive
Order 20-81)

Technology

What are the commitments/expectations for using technology in the MVED learning model?

● All students will be provided the appropriate device needed to be successful in the learning model;
● MVED will use Google Classroom as the delivery platform;

6



1-5-21

● All students will have access to digital content programs; and
● Synchronous live distance learning instruction will be held through a virtual platform and

asynchronous learning activities delivered through Google Classroom.

Inclement Weather

How does my child “attend” school during inclement weather?

Students attending an MVED program will engage in a distance learning day should the weather not permit
students to be in-person. Staff will have a plan for their classes as to how learning will be conducted. Staff will
share out that plan with students and parents.

Staff can be contacted through email or google classroom during regular school hours (7:30-3:30).

Questions

Who can I contact if I have questions about the Hybrid Learning Model?

Please contact MVED Principal Tamara Engel if you have questions.

Contacts

MVED Principal - Tamara Engel - tengel@mnved.org - 507-934-5420 x 1253

School Secretary - Dawn Lehtinen - dlehtinen@mnved.org - 507-934-5420 x1225

Sara McMonagle - Special Education Director - smcmonagle@mnved.org - 507-934-5420 x1254

Dr. Jeff Olson - Executive Director - jolson@mnved.org - 507-934-5420 x1221
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