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Dear Students and Parents,
We are looking forward to getting back to school this August to an educational setting that will look a bit 
different than normal. It has been an unprecedented and difficult time for Nebraska schools and families during 
this pandemic. 

Our top priority will be trying to do what is best for our students to optimally learn while trying to lower the risks of 
infections. No single action or set of actions will completely eliminate the risk of transmission of infections from 
the virus, but many coordinated interventions can help diminish that risk. As a parent, you will need to determine 
whether you will send your child back to school based on the plans we have in place. If you choose to keep your 
student(s) home, we will do our best to support your child(ren) through an eLearning plan. This plan will feature 
daily expectations and work for your student(s), which will include participation and grading. Homeschooling 
through the State of Nebraska may also be an option for your family as well.

This guide shows the processes and procedures we will use to reopen our schools. Here are some 
of the highlights:

• Masks or face coverings are one of the most divisive issues in school districts in regards to students returning to 
schools. See page 13 for the most recent information about mask requirements. 

• We will try and limit the amount of passing periods or transitions as much as possible during the school day. 
For example, we will institute block scheduling for 4 periods a day at the secondary level instead of our usual 8 
periods a day.  Another example, at the elementary schools we will, when feasible, bring specials teachers into 
the student’s regular classroom instead of having students travel to different classrooms.

These type of strategies will help us reduce the chances of transmitting the virus and limit the amount of 
contact tracing that would need to be done by the Sarpy/ Cass Health Department in cases of exposure.  

The Board of Education and Superintendent will monitor daily cases of the virus in our community and will 
adjust our plans if necessary. If there is a larger spread going on in the community, and the district needs to re-
quire masks in the classroom to limit the risk of the spread in our schools, we will require them in the classrooms 
as well. (see page 13 for the most recent information regarding mask requirements)
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Our models of schooling within this plan align with the Green, Yellow, Orange, and Red color codes of the Sarpy/ 
Cass Health Department. (See Pages 21-25). 

• Green means there are low cases of the virus in our district area.  
• Yellow means there are moderate cases of the virus in the area (our district and county are currently in Yellow).  
• Orange means there are high cases of the virus in the area.  
• Red means there are a severe number of cases in the area.  

Each category has a plan in place for the education of students in our district. The district administration will work 
with the Sarpy/ Cass Health Department weekly to monitor COVID-19 cases. We anticipate at least a week’s 
notice before we would need to change to a different color’s plan. Green and Yellow means our district would be 
at 100% of students able to attend. Orange means only 50% of students would be able to attend daily in an 
every-other-day procedure. Red means we would be back to 100% of our students in Remote Learning 
from home. 

There may be times we have to close down a school building for a few days or more because of student or staff 
infection(s) and engage in Remote Learning while deep cleaning occurs. The Sarpy/ Cass County Health 
Department will help make those decisions. It is important that parents notify the school or county health 
department if a family member in the household is infected. 

Our goal is to have students and staff back to school every day for the long term. The strategies we will have in 
place, such as cafeteria table clear dividers, student desk shields, enhanced cleaning and disinfecting throughout 
the day and at night, social distancing (as much as possible), and built in time for hygiene practices 
are meant to reduce the chances of transmission of the virus.  

We are up against a huge obstacle with the COVID-19 virus. However, we remain steadfast in keeping our 
commitment to families in our district and providing a quality education. Our partnership is critical during 
this time, and we will need to work together within this plan to be successful in keeping schools open
for the long term. We appreciate your willingness to work with us and look forward to taking on
this challenge and having students back in our schools.

Sincerely,

Brett Richards, Superintendent 
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 • The resumption of in-person classes, sports, and activities, (when feasible) 
  is crucial to the growth, development, and mental and emotional 
  wellness of our students.

 • To create an optimal learning environment, several mitigation strategies     
  and safety precautions should be in place to help prevent the transmission 
  and spread of COVID-19 in our school buildings and community.

 • Kids need positive relationships and connections with peers and 
  staff to learn best in an educational environment.

 • Kids need access to a high quality education, even during a pandemic, 
  for their future growth and social emotional needs.

 • Parents are a very important partner to help keep our schools safe 
  and open.

 • Technology offers our district a more innovative and flexible learning
  environment for our staff and students to continue education programs 
  in multiple ways.

  

District Educational Beliefs 
During COVID-19 Pandemic 

PAGE 5 SpringfieldPlatteview.orgPAGE 4

https://www.springfieldplatteview.org/


Acknowledgments 
& Communications

PAGE 6

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Please consider the following as you read 
through this document and plan:
 
• We acknowledge that what we have planned 
today may not work tomorrow, and adjustments  
may be needed as we proceed.

• Flexibility and working together is required by 
students, parents, and staff to create a safer 
and effective learning environment.

• This plan will NOT reflect every families’ need 
from our school district. Please be respectful of 
others in regards to this plan and their 
decision on whether to learn in person, 
participate in eLearning, or to homeschool. 
Also, please respect the decisions of others who 
decide to wear masks a) all the time or b) during 
the required times. There are many reasons 
for both.

• Try and make the most of this difficult 
situation for the betterment of your student and 
their social/emotional and educational needs. 

• Be positive and show kindness within our 
district community to all stakeholders to make 
a positive difference in the lives of others. 
Everyone is going through a tough time.

COMMUNICATIONS 
• Visitors will be limited to essential only.

• Please schedule a visit ahead of time with 
your school’s office or teacher if there is a need.  
Visitors will need to be screened at the front 
office.  Masks are required for parents and 
visitors when coming into the school building 
and leaving the school building.

• Other means of communication, such as 
Zoom meetings, emails, or telephone calls, 
will be encouraged to limit visitors to the 
school buildings.
 
• Parent conferences will be virtual during the 
2020-21 school year.  More details will come in 
October from each school.
 
• Frequent communication with your child’s 
teacher(s) is strongly encouraged 
during this time.

SpringfieldPlatteview.org
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Attendance
Information

          ATTENDANCE
 • Staff members or students should stay home when sick or exhibiting symptoms.

 • Attendance, whether attending school in person or as an eLearning student, 
  is expected for ALL students enrolled in the district.

 • eLearning attendance will be taken as prescribed in the eLearning plan.

 • The district will follow all Sarpy/ Cass County Health Department guidance on 
  staff or student recommended quarantines or necessary school closures.

 • Returning from travel in-state, out-of-state, or out of the country travel: the district 
  will follow all recommendations from the local or state health departments with 
  student or staff quarantines.  

SpringfieldPlatteview.org
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1. Please click here on the guidance of how to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.

2. Posters will be placed throughout each school encouraging hand washing, keeping social 
distancing where feasible, covering a cough or sneeze, monitoring your daily health to help prevent 
the spread of the virus.

3. Please click here to learn why masks are recommended or required and how to wear and wash 
masks. Students and staff will be provided 5 cloth masks to wear to school.  

4. Hand-washing expectations: Persons occupying SPCS facilities should wash their hands with 
soap and water for twenty seconds, every two hours or during every transition time. Hand sanitizer 
will also be available in each classroom and at entrances of each building.

KEY TIMES TO WASH HANDS AND/OR USE HAND SANITIZER:
  • Before and after eating food.
  • Before, during, and after preparing food.
  • After using the restroom.
  • After blowing nose, coughing, or sneezing.
  • Before and after school.
  • After touching surfaces frequently, such as handrails and door knobs.

5. Social distancing- Expectations- each school will have a plan for social distancing in the 
classroom and throughout the building. Desks will be spread out as far as possible, in rows, 
with clear acrylic sneeze guards/barriers at each desk. 

6. Each school’s cafeteria tables will have clear acrylic shields/ sneeze guards in place.

7. Classroom doors will be open at all times to encourage air flow within the building.  
Other fresh air flow measures will be in place.

https://www.springfieldplatteview.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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8. Student personal items from home- limited to only essential items.  Personal water bottles are 
encouraged as water fountains will be turned off. Touchless water dispensers will be available at 
each school.

9. Any shared items in the classroom will be limited to essential items and will  be cleaned 
immediately after each use.

10. Staff will have meetings and trainings via Zoom to avoid larger gatherings. Staff are to avoid 
larger gatherings in break rooms during breaks and lunch.

11. Isolation rooms will be designated in each building to keep students and staff isolated with 
COVID-19 related symptoms until transportation can be arranged.

12. Staff and teachers will have cleaning checklists at the end of each period or before a 
transition time.

13. Daily checklists for custodians will be disseminated.

14. Disinfectant sprayers will be used in the evenings at each of the school building to help kill any 
possible viruses. 

https://www.springfieldplatteview.org/
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The Sarpy/ Cass County Health Department has recommended the following questions to be considered
each day before sending your student(s) to school. It is important that students and parents screen every day.

DAILY SCREENING QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 
 1.  Are you experiencing any of the following: new cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 
  loss of taste and smell? 
 2.  Are you showing signs of two of the following: fever (measured or subjective), chills, rigors, 
  myalgia, headache, sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea? 
 3.  Have you been diagnosed with COVID-19 or been around anyone that has been diagnosed 
  with COVID-19?
 4.  Have you or anyone in your household been asked to self-quarantine at home by a primary care 
  provider or public health official?

If the answer to any of the above questions is YES, please follow the Sarpy/ Cass County Health Department 
guidance (click here). If a child looks like they are feeling ill, they will be sent to the nurse for a follow up on 
screening and a temperature check. Please take your child’s(ren) temperature every morning before coming to 
school. This will go a long way to keeping our schools safer.

What you need to know about COVID-19:
• Anyone can have mild or no symptoms to severe symptoms.
• Older adults and people who have severe underlying medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes 
seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness.

Watch for symptoms of COVID-19:
People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild 
symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these 
symptoms may have COVID-19:Fever or chills - Cough- Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing - Fatigue - 
Muscle or body aches - Headache - New loss of taste or smell - Sore throat - Congestion or runny nose - Nausea 
or vomiting - Diarrhea. This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this list as we 
learn more about COVID-19. Sarpy County Health Department and SPCS Schools recommend testing of any 
staff or students who qualify for testing with these symptoms.

SpringfieldPlatteview.org PAGE 10
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Breakfast & Lunch
Meal Information
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Opaa! Food Management is proud to partner with Springfield Platteview Community Schools on continuing the 
district’s breakfast and lunch program and services in 2020-21.

Site specific protocols will be used for breakfast and lunch service at each school.  There will be cafeteria clear 
dividers/ barriers at each table in the cafeteria.  These will help against the spread of germs/viruses during meals.  
Social distancing will be planned for as much as possible.  Students are encouraged to talk quietly and not move 
around the cafeteria during meals.  All food will be served by gloved and masked employees.

BREAKFAST 

•  Meals will be in the cafeteria, commons area, or outside. Students will be spread out as much as possible.
•  Wash hands prior to eating.
•  Take breakfast to predetermined, small group location.
•  Assigned seating.
•  Students will stay at their designated small group locations throughout the school year while eating break  
 fast until instructed to go to classrooms. 
• Students will wash hands or use hand sanitizer prior to going back to the classroom.
• Menus will be displayed on school website and in newsletters.

LUNCH 

• Meals in cafeteria, commons, or outside.  Students will be spread out as much as possible.
• Wash hands prior to eating.
• Menu will be posted on school’s website.
•  Assigned seating.
• Students will stay at their designated small group locations throughout the school year while eating lunch   
 until instructed to go to classrooms. Assigned seating in the lunchroom.
• Students will wash hands or use hand sanitizer prior to going back to classroom.
• Meals will be served to students or ready for pick-up. There will be no self-service meals 
 at any of our schools.

Payments for meals will be the same process that the district has always used, unless specified differently at a 
later time. eLearning meal pick-up will be available for qualified students at specified times and locations to be 
determined and communicated as we get closer to school opening.

SpringfieldPlatteview.org
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The district is committed to providing transportation services during the pandemic. However, we are 
asking that any parents who are able to provide their own transportation for their student(s), please 
do so. We would like to keep the buses as minimally populated as possible.  

PROCEDURES FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS TO FOLLOW: 

 • Please make sure you have screened your student(s) and checked their temperature   
  before going to the bus stop.

 • Students should practice social distancing at all bus stops. Keep 6’ away from other   
  students at all times.

 • Masks are required to be worn on the buses at all times. Students who will not wear
  masks on buses will not be allowed to use the provided transportation services, 
  unless a medical opt-out form (Page 15) is signed by a doctor and returned to your   
  child’s principal.

 • Students will be given an assigned seat on the bus. This will help us contact trace   
  exposure of the virus with the health department should a student become sick with   
  the virus.

 • Loud noise and boisterous behavior while on the bus will not be allowed. The district
  is hiring bus supervisors this year to ensure students on the buses follow protocol   
  associated with this virus.

 • Hand sanitizer will be provided as students get on the bus.

If you plan to use district transportation in 2020-21, we are requiring ALL parents 
to fill out a new form. Please click here to access the transportation request form 
and return by Monday, August 3, 2020.

Transportation 
Information

SpringfieldPlatteview.org PAGE 12
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08/16/2020 Update: Due to an increase in COVID-19 
cases in our immediate area and after reviewing data 
from the Sarpy/Cass Health Department, the district has 
decided to require masks for anyone over the age of two 
when in a Springfield Platteview Community Schools 
building and while on the premises. This policy change 
is effective immediately and will stay active until further 
notice. We have decided to take this step so that we have 
our best chance to keep our students and staff safe and 
our buildings open for school during this spike in virus 
cases.

Other important details about mask requirements:

• Each school will plan for designated mask breaks for 
students throughout the day.

• Mask breaks will be built into the day at all levels at 
least every hour and a half.

• Masks will not be required by students when exercising 
during PE (unless required by the teacher), at recess, or 
during lunch. Students will be asked to social distance as 
much as possible during these times.

• Accommodations will be made for students with a 
medical condition that prohibit them from wearing a mask.

• A medical opt-out of mask form must be on file at the 
school and signed by a doctor to be waived of the mask 
requirement. (page 15)

• Students who refuse to wear masks on the bus will be 
denied transportation services.

• All face coverings must follow SPCS and school dress 
code requirements (located in school’s handbooks and 
Board Policy). Students may use their own masks if they 
desire. Any intimidating, hostile, or offensive messages 
will not be allowed on masks or face coverings.  Any 
mask that causes disruption in the school environment 
will not be allowed.

• Individuals are encouraged to wash their hands or use 
hand sanitizer after putting on, touching, or removing 
masks or face coverings.

• Masks or face coverings may be removed once the 
student picks up their meal in the cafeteria and sits down 
to eat.  Then, masks must be put back on when student is 
finished eating and throws away trash and goes back to 
class.

• Five cloth masks will be provided by the school district; 
2 will be adjustable.  If a student forgets a mask at home 
or it becomes soiled, a disposable mask will be provided 
for that day.

• Please establish a routine at home to ensure your 
student(s) has a clean mask each and every school day,  
Information on how to wear and how to wear and clean 
cloth masks is on the CDC website link. Click here.

If a student refuses to wear a mask during required times, 
this will be considered insubordination. The staff member 
will ask the student to put on the mask before reporting 
to administration.  Repeat offenders will be subject to 
disciplinary measures under “Insubordination” or “Not 
Following Instructions From A Staff Member.”

PAGE 13 SpringfieldPlatteview.org
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  • If you plan to do eLearning within our school district instead of in person 
   attendance, please take the questionnaire by clicking here.  
   This must be done by Friday, August 7.

  • If you have a medical condition that prohibits your student from wearing a
   mask, please take the questionnaire by clicking here. Also, you must have a   
   doctor sign the form located on the Page 14.  
   Turned in to the school’s office by Friday, August 14.

  • If you are interested in homeschooling your child, please visit the Nebraska   
   Department of Education page by clicking here to learn how.

PAGE 14

If you plan to be in school and in person for 2020-21 school year AND you don’t have 
a medical condition that would prohibit you from wearing a mask at the required times, 
you DO NOT have to take this questionnaire. Detailed eLearning plans will be released 
by Monday, August 3. 

https://forms.gle/SaiLj8tjXvezR1jy7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSPNb0cv4ji5cshLaGzWiQFkwoBu7qT7_jmSd9DqACQZEAtw/closedform
https://www.education.ne.gov/fos/exempt-schools/
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Medical Opt-Out Form 
For Masks or Face Coverings

PAGE 15

Due to the global COVID-19 pandemic, the Board of Education and administration have decided that all students 
are required to wear masks or other face coverings on buses and during transitions and passing periods within the 
school day.

If your student has a medical condition that would not allow them to wear a mask while at school during the times 
listed above, please have your doctor sign this form.

The student listed below has a medical condition that will not allow them to wear a 
mask or face covering at school or on the bus.

       _________________________        __________________________
       Student Name    Parent/Guardian Printed Name

       _________________________        __________________________
       Parent/Guardian signature  Date 

______________________________________________________
               Printed Name of Doctor and Name of Doctor’s Office 

       _________________________        __________________________
       Doctor’s Signature                     Date

*** Please return this form to your school’s office by August 17th.

SpringfieldPlatteview.org
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Please click here to review the process the Sarpy/ Cass Health Department will use as public 
health recommendations for the screening, exclusion, and re-admittance of ill students and staff for 
COVID-19 in schools.

 

Sarpy/ Cass County 
Health Department
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Returning To School 
FAQs for Families

What happens if there is a positive case in my child’s classroom/school?
When a positive COVID-19 case is confirmed in a school, that individual will be excluded and allowed to return 
based upon current guidance from Health Department. Click here. Sarpy/ Cass Health Department will work with 
the school to consider the following questions when determining how that case will impact others in their 
classroom and/or school building.  

 ◦ What is the level of community spread outside the school building?
 ◦ Was the individual with COVID-19 wearing a mask most of the time?
 ◦ Were other students and staff masked who were within 6 feet of the individual with COVID-19 
  for more than 15 minutes?
 ◦ Was the individual with COVID-19 part of a cohort (same group of students) within the building 
  or did they interact with a large number of students and staff throughout their day?
 ◦ To what extent is the school community implementing other non-pharmaceutical interventions  
  (hand washing, hand sanitizers, desk shields, etc.)?

The answers to these questions will help determine:
  1. The number of close contacts 
  2. If the close contacts who are not symptomatic may stay in the classroom
  3. The number of other students and staff who will need to be quarantined
  4. The amount of time a classroom or school building will need to be shut down

  Classroom(s) will be disinfected with EPA approved disinfectants and thoroughly cleaned.
  Families will receive a communication from the principal regarding any positive COVID-19 
  cases in any school building and regarding how the health department will respond.

What if my child/family has a health concern and cannot attend school in person?
Information on eLearning will be available on the district’s website by August 3 and emailed to those who express 
an interest on the eLearning survey. Homeschooling is also an option through the State of Nebraska.

PAGE 17 SpringfieldPlatteview.org

https://www.springfieldplatteview.org/
https://tb2cdn.schoolwebmasters.com/accnt_325212/site_325213/Documents/Sarpy-Cass-Health-Department-Screening-Exclusion-and-Re-Admittance-for-Schools.pdf


Returning To School 
FAQs for Families

PAGE 18SpringfieldPlatteview.org

Will masks be required when we return to school on August 18?
 • See page 13 of this guide for the most recent information about mask requirements. 

What if students refuse to wear a mask when it is required?
 • Students will not be allowed on buses without a mask.  Masks will be available on buses if a 
  student forgets a mask.
 • We believe students will meet our expectations to wear a mask. For willful disobedience, discipline  
	 	 for	insubordination	will	occur.		A	staff	member	will	first	work	with	a	student	individually	before	
  referring to an administrator.

Am I able to choose the mask that my child wears?
Yes.	SPCS	will	offer	each	student	5	cloth	masks	should	they	need	them,	2	of	which	are	adjustable.	Families	may	
provide	their	own	masks	as	well.		Masks	must	follow	SPCS	dress	code	policy	(located	in	school’s	handbook	and	
Board	Policy).		Masks	must	not	interfere	or	be	disruptive	with	the	educational	process	or	become	a	distraction	for	
others in the school.  Questions about appropriate apparel can be directed to the school principal.

Can we visit the schools in person?
Once school is in session, we will not be able to accommodate visitors like we have in the past. Lunch guests, 
classroom volunteers, and other special drop-in guests, guest speakers and/or mentors will not be allowed in 
the	schools	until	further	notice.	Parents	will	be	allowed	for	special	meetings	such	as	IEP’s	and	health	
related meetings.

Meetings	can	be	set	up	by	calling	the	school’s	office.	Please	remember	you	will	need	to	wear	a	mask	when	
entering	and	exiting	the	building.	If	a	Zoom	meeting,	telephone	call	or	email	can	work,	we	encourage	this	type	
of meeting rather than in person.
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How will social distancing occur in classrooms? How will the classroom be configured? Will children be 
able to interact at all? 
Room configurations will change to maximize safety.  Most of our classrooms are different and they will each be 
reviewed to social distance as much as possible.  Desks will be in rows and facing the front of the room.  Clear 
acrylic desk shields will be on all desks to help with personal protection. Students will still be able to work in small 
groups and will not be discouraged from speaking, reading, and playing with others, with social distancing as 
much as possible in mind and emphasized by staff.

Will students share materials?
 • Sharing of personal items and supplies will be limited or not allowed.
 • Students’ personal items will be separated from other students’ personal items.
 • Use of any shared classroom materials will be limited and disinfected between uses.

What will lunchtime or recess look like in my child’s school?
 • Recesses will take place during the day as normal with procedures in place at each school.
 • Social-distancing will be applied to the best of our abilities utilizing traditional and non-traditional   
  eating spaces and staggered eating schedules. 
 • No self-serve items will be offered.
 • All food will be served by gloved and masked employees.
 • Students will be allowed to bring lunches from home. 
 • No sharing of food.
 • Hand washing and hand sanitizer will be available for use.
 • Principals will send families building-specific lunch plans.

How will pick up / drop off look at my child’s school?
 •  Social distancing practices should be followed at bus stops and when entering and 
  exiting buildings.
 • Students will not congregate at entrance or exit areas. Principals will send families building-specific  
  pick up/ drop off plans at least one week before school begins.
 • Students will be asked to put on their masks when they enter and exit the building.
 • Parents are asked to stay in or by their vehicle during pick-up/drop off.  Preschool will 
  have separate guidance.
 • Specific building information regarding pick up and drop off will be communicated by the 
  principal at each school.

https://www.springfieldplatteview.org/
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What extra cleaning will be done in the schools when students return?
 • High-touch surface sanitization will occur throughout each day.
 • Hand sanitizer dispensers will be available throughout the school. 
 • Desks/tables will be cleaned in between student use and periods. 
 • All shared materials will be wiped down between uses. 
  (e.g. books, art supplies, science goggles, etc.). 
 • Disinfectant sprayers have been purchased by the district and will be rotated throughout 
  the classrooms each evening/ night as an extra precaution.

Will students be able to take their iPads home in grades K-6?
Yes. Students should take their iPads home everyday so it will be available from home in case the school is 
shut down for a short period of time due to infections. This will allow the school(s) to continue learning during 
any short term shut downs.

Will preschool offer eLearning as an option?
This depends on your child’s situation. Please contact Director Jacci Lucas with questions on this at 
402-592-1300 or jlucas@springfieldplatteview.org.

https://www.springfieldplatteview.org/
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