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Sept. 6 

Labor Day– OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
Sept. 6 

Men’s Club  
8:00 a.m. 

 
Sept. 20 

Covid Booster Clinic 
 

Sept. 22 
First Day of Fall 

 
Sept. 25 

Friendship Luncheon 
10:50 a.m. 

 
Sept. 28 

LWML Meeting 
1:00 p.m. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Over the past couple of months, I have been having problems with the reception in my cell phone 
and the clarity I need for communicating with others. My phone started to cut out on the          
conversations, odd voices could be heard like the old “party line,” and then everything became 
garbled until the infamous – another dropped call. It is frustrating to say the least. So, I took it to 

the local phone store and explained my issue and they indicated the problem had to do with the changes underway 
converting from 4G to 5G with the local transmission towers and that was the cause of my lost connections.   
 
I am sure many of you can relate to a similar experience as well when it comes to dropped phone calls or the        
frustration that comes with lost connections.  And what is interesting about that is the fact that the frustration that 
comes with lost connections can extend far beyond that found just within the use of our technology.  I am of course 
referring to the debilitating impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had upon the variety of connections across this  
country and throughout this world when it comes to our human relationships. I have spoken with  members who have 
for the first time in over two years finally had the opportunity to visit their children and  grandchildren.  Local health 
care professionals and families have shared with me the impact isolation and the loss of connection has had upon 
many of their long-term care residents. That’s not all.  I am also hearing about the pain and loss of connections      
experienced by Christians in the church – and at times – even Trinity Lutheran. 
 
It pains my heart as a Pastor to hear of that frustration, pain, anger, and loss that garbles our communication, limits 
growth in our relationships, and provides a barrier to sharing God’s love that comes as a result of those lost           
connections. I know I’ve contributed my share to that loss of connection with many of you during this time, to which 
I long for your forgiveness.  
 
I’ve shared this concern with our Board of Elders and working together in prayer we’ve developed a plan to begin 
restoring those lost connections and renewing those relationships through the use of our Elder’s Shepherding         
Program.  Every Elder has been tasked to make a personal connection or contact with every member family group 
they oversee to assess ministry status, update contact information, and provide for any ministry needs including    
pastoral or elder visitation, in-home or facility communion, or home-bound situations for improving our connections. 
I would like to encourage your active participation in this process as a way to assist us in this connection                 
process.  Some of you, as of this writing, may have already been contacted. If not, please note that you should be  
contacted in the coming weeks. If you have not heard from your Elder by the end of September, please notify our  
office as we may not have your correct contact information.   
 
Why are we doing this, you ask?  Life during this COVID pandemic has not been easy on anyone and we are still   
suffering the effects of a sinful and fallen world. But our Lord has overcome the world through His life giving-death 
on the Cross and through the power of His glorious resurrection He stands victorious over sin and death and the 
world.  He’s connected us to the Body of Christ and claimed us as His own through the waters of our Holy Baptism 
and empowered and gifted us with His Holy Spirit for sharing His love with others.  As Jesus stated in John 15:5, “I 
am the Vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from 
Me you can do nothing!”   
 

Based on that, it’s really pretty simple, isn’t it? We want you to:  
 

Get Connected with Jesus  
 Through regular worship, Bible Study, and Small Groups  

 
Be Connected with Jesus   

By regularly participating in His Word and Sacraments  
 

Live Connected with Jesus   
Growing in your Christian discipleship and sharing His love with others.  

 
I pray God will bless these efforts to His glory and that through them His Holy Spirit will open our hearts to the joy 
of restored connections, the fostering of new relationships, and an abundance of fruit for God’s eternal Kingdom 
demonstrating forever our connections to the true Vine – Jesus Christ!  
  

  Your Servant in Christ,  
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SEPTEMBER  PRAYERS 
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PRESIDENTS CORNER 

 
 

Pastoral Vacancy 
 

With the Senior Pastor Vacancy, we continue to evaluate the needs for Trinity in the short term 
until we are able to complete the process of filling this position. We are following the District 
Presidents guidance and have been in contact with President Walton on a regular basis as we 
review the documentation requirements which they have provided to us. District has advised 
us to be patient, and put the time in up front which will pay dividends as we go through the 
process, which may take 9 – 16 months before a call is issued and the Senior Pastor God has 
chosen to serve Trinity is in place. 
 
Multiple events have impacted our church family, and the community, during the past 1 ½ to 2 
years, both negative and positive. COVID closed our church doors for worship for a period of 
time, Pastor Dan’s Retirement after 40 years in the ministry, Music Director resignation        
because of relocating to South Florida, and still the lingering effects of COVID for our     
members and the reduced attendance for our church events. So we are looking for ways to    
reunite our church   members and renew relationships, beginning with the Elders currently 
contacting each member household to update our church records. 
 
A few weeks ago Pastor Blair, Chuck Wilt, Carolyn Fortin, Jill Esposito and myself held a very 
productive meeting to discuss our transitional plans and District recommendations. We plan to 
keep Pastor Blair informed with the call process, but as directed by our District President, also 
keep him outside the call process in order to maintain a level playing field for his application 
to the call as well as the other candidates. 
 
Pastor Blair has pledged his support in serving Trinity during this process and we ask you to 
keep him in prayer as he continues to serve. Also, from time to time we will have visiting   
pastors leading worship service to provide some relief for Pastor Blair. 
 
 

Music Director 
 
The Elders continue to work with filling the Music director position with the establishment of 
a ‘Director of Music Search Team’ to seek and evaluate candidates with qualifications to fill 
the  position. During this time we thank those who have graciously been providing the music 
for our worship services by playing the organ and the piano. Thank You everyone. 
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC SEARCH TEAM 
 

 
The people listed below have volunteered to serve on the Director of    
Music Search Team.  Pastor Blair will serve as an advisor to the group as 
will Roy Egeland as a representative from the Board of Elders.  We thank 
them for their willingness to serve and ask for everyone to pray for God’s 
guidance in identifying the right person for this position. 
 
Director of Music Search Team: Marlene Ackerman, Betty Jo Bock,    

Debbie Zwolak, Liz Weiss, Judy Hall, Jan Garner, Joan Egeland, and Sandy Starr. 
 

- Chuck Wilt, Chair of the Trinity Board of Elders 

 

PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 

COVID Guidelines 
 

Just when we thought the COVID virus was being controlled, a new variant rears its ugly 
head. We will continue to monitor the situation, but at this time we have not Implemented new 
restrictions for those attending church and ask everyone to be considerate of all those fellow 
worshipers with us in the Sanctuary. If you feel more comfortable wearing a mask to protect 
your self and others please wear one. We continue to sanitize the Sanctuary after each service 
and also have the chairs in the overflow areas set up for social distancing for anyone who     
desires to set in those areas. We will continue to monitor and make changes if necessary. 
 

Outreach - Highpoint of Stonecrest 
 

The new Independent Living, Assisted Living, Memory Care facility directly across 441 from 
Trinity has invited us to partner with them in providing Spiritual support for the residents of 
that facility. On August 16th, our Men’s Club organized and coordinated having members 
from Trinity volunteer to serve as greeters, assisting with unloading for the ‘move in’ of the 
first group of residents. Each new resident was provided a Welcoming Gift Bag promoting 
Trinity Lutheran Church.   
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

2021 Church Officers 
Gilbert Dahnke – President     Carolyn Fortin – Vice President      

Pam Bixler – Secretary   Gary Eckoff – Treasurer     Rusty Ryan – Financial Secretary 



Page 6 

Veterans Day Celebration. We need your help! 
 
 

The Evangelism Board and our Barnabas veterans have decided that a repeat of the July 4th Veterans 
event that was so very well received in 2019 will be held on Veterans Day, Thursday, Nov 11th, 
2021. A celebration is being planned for that Thursday with a gospel message, great music and a 
free lunch. An emcee, a Color Guard, and Speaker (Chaplain Schreiber) are already committed and 
a Military band is a strong possibility. Musical selections are nearly complete. It is expected that 
over 600 both from inside and outside Trinity will attend this event and this will require many more  
Trinity workers than Evangelism and Barnabas can possibly supply.  
 
If you believe that the role of veterans is fundamental to the history of our great country and our    
freedom to worship you can honor their service and dedication by volunteering to help while at the 
same time reaching out to our community with the gospel message. 
 

Here’s a list of tasks for which we need volunteers: 
(Some will serve only on the day of the event while others will need to work longer.) 
 
 Chairperson (to coordinate all the programs from start to finish)  
 Food Chief 
 Publicity chairman, 
 Door prize solicitor 
 2 Parking attendants 
 2 Outside greeters, 
 at least 2 Inside ushers 
 Registration desk attendants 
 Photographer 
 Cooks for hamburgers and hotdogs, 
 Set-up crew  
 clean-up crew 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TO SIGN UP: 
Please call the church office (352-307-4500) or sign-up in the Narthex  

for a specific duty or as an at-large volunteer. 
 

 
Please Note:  

Everyone is invited to attend the Evangelism Meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 21 
at 10:30 a.m. and the Barnabas meeting on Sept 22nd at 1:00 p.m. 
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Thank you from Sharon Nelson!  

 
 
One of my greatest pleasures has been the opportunity to meet and get to 

know so many of our Trinity family during my time as greeter coordinator.  After serving in this    
position for approximately 15 years, I have resigned as greeter coordinator.   
 
I would like to thank all of you who have served through the years as a greeter.  I have always 
felt (and still do) that it is important to welcome fellow church members and guests upon entering 
God’s house.  Please continue to serve Trinity in this way.  Lastly, the task of scheduling greeters 
could not have been accomplished without assistance from Donna Brown.  Thank you, Donna! 
 

Love and blessings, Sharon Nelson 

         

Covid 19 Booster Clinics 
Sponsored by Walgreens 

Pfizer or Moderna available 
 

                      

Registration & Appointments must be made ahead of time! 

 
Please go here to setup an appointment: 

  https://wagsoutreach.com/ss/TRI138192 

 
Must bring Vaccine Card 

 

Dates Offered: 
Monday, September 20 

Tuesday, October 12 
Monday, November 15 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  auxiliary of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity   Lutheran Church 

are  members and are encouraged to serve others through mission, education, inspiration and      
service.  We invite you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord 
with  Gladness”     Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

LWML September Meeting 
 
So many of our members are curious about the large complex that is being built across 
from the church on the other side of Hwy. 441, so make plans now to learn more about 
Highpoint of Stonecrest when Esi Cosenza, joins us for a presentation.  Learn how LWML 

can interact with the new residents and share God’s love with them.   She will answer questions and provide 
information at our meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 28th at 1:00 pm in the   Fellowship Hall.  All women of the 
congregation are invited to attend and we encourage you to bring a friend.   We will begin our afternoon with 
a short devotional message from Pastor Blair followed by our monthly business meeting.   We will conclude 
with light refreshments.    
  

October Meeting-  
 
We also have a special program scheduled on Tuesday, Oct. 26th.   All members of the congregation and 
their guests are invited to a special presentation by Ruth Leininger who will perform a portrayal of Katharina 
Luther, entitled “Katharina Luther, the First Lady of the Reformation”.  Tickets for $10 will be available in 
the Narthex  the weekends of Oct. 10, 17, and 24.   All proceeds will be donated to the Seminary Food Banks 
in Ft. Wayne, IN and St. Louis, MO.    Light refreshments will be available at 1:30 pm, with the pro-
gram beginning at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.   This is a true Lutheran    history lesson for  all of 
us to view and enjoy.    
  
We continue with the Pillowcase Dress Ministry and have donated about 2 dozen dresses over the           
summer.   If you are interested in some light sewing, supplies are provided.   Please call President, Robbie 
Myers, 352-245-3357, for more information.      

  LWML Mite Box Collection 
 
 
The next monthly Mite collection will be on Saturday, Sept. 3rd and Sunday, Sept. 4th.  Your 
contributions are very important in supporting many various mission projects/grants.   

 
Three of these are as follows:  

Thirst to Learn:  Bible Books for Africa's Children  --  Lutheran Heritage Foundation, $100,000 
Helping Hands for Lutheran Deaf Outreach  -- Lutheran Deaf Outreach, $50,000 
Hope of Christ for Cancer Patients  -  Phil's Friends -- $ 70,000 
 
If  a contribution cannot be made at the beginning of the month, it may also be made at any time since the 
Mite Box is always available in the Narthex. Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY! 
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SCRAPPY QUILTERS 
 
Greetings! I hope everyone has had a safe and healthy summer. The Scrappy Quilters will resume their weekly  
meetings from Noon until 3 pm in Room 1 next to the kitchen starting September 17th. I look forward to seeing   
everyone again and catching up! I would like to give a big thank you to the girls who kept the giving going! While I 
was away this summer the following items were given out:  
 

 70 camp blankets for the summer camp attended by SoZo kids 
 27 drawstring laundry bags were given to Kid Central 
 1 patriotic quilt was given to a 96 year old veteran 
 1 quilt was given to give comfort to a family who lost a loved one 
 107 soapy washcloths were delivered to G.G.'s House 
 10 walker bags were taken to the welcome center in the narthex to distribute to members 
                                                                     

Blessings! See you Soon! -Sue Lehota, email is suelehota@aol.com call or text 330-414-8406 

COMFORT QUILTS & PRAYER SHAWLS 
 

Another ministry of the Scrappy Quilters is to provide members of the congregation with Comfort Quilts for a 
member of their family, a friend, or anyone they know who could use a spirit booster.  These quilts are made 
with love - from donated fabrics - by our members and are tagged with a message and a small cross, also 
handmade by a member.  Due to the kitchen/pantry reorganization earlier this summer, the Comfort Quilts 
have been moved. Their new home is in the closet under the stairs in the main room of the Fellowship 
Hall. Yep!  There is a closet there.  The Scrappies ask that you sign the notebook  provided when you take a 
quilt. Quilts are available for men, women, even kids and babies.  Please feel free to stop by anytime the office 
is open (Monday-Friday 8:30AM to 4:00PM) to pick up a Comfort Quilt (or two!)  We guarantee each 
one will be well received. 
 
In a similar fashion, the Prayer Shawl ministry provides a beautifully handmade shawl for members of the 
congregation to give to anyone they know who might need a reminder that someone is thinking about them 
and praying for them.  The Prayer Shawls were also relocated earlier this summer. They are now located in 
the hall closet outside of the offices (in the hall leading out to the Sanctuary).  Members are invited (and 
encouraged) to pick out a prayer shawl anytime they are so moved.  These are also guaranteed to be a  
welcomed gift!" 

Prayer Shawls in Hallway of Office 

Comfort Quilts in Fellowship Hall 
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No Easy Answers: Part 9 
 
 In my first semester of seminary, I came to the realization that it was not going to provide the 
education and experience which I believed I would need to become the minister I wanted to be. I    
informed my advisor of my concern, and he connected me with an individual he believed would be a 
good mentor. We met and for the next two years, under his leadership, I was molded into what I 
thought a leader should be.  
 
 While I was there, I had the opportunity to ask the Senior Pastor (his name was Bill) what his 
vision for the church was. You see, next to the church was a three acre empty field. In back of the 
church was another one and a half acre field. As Pastor Bill and I walked out to the parking lot one 
day, I asked him what he saw. His response, “an almost empty parking lot.” Not what I wanted to 
hear from the head of a church that had a staff of ten ministers.  
 
 Joyce, my wife, ended her career working for the Office of the Secretary of Defense. Yes, she 
worked in the Pentagon. When I worked in D.C., I would come to the Pentagon where she would 
meet and escort me to her office. There were times when I was late or early and she would not be 
there to greet me. Having done this for about a year, the guards were well aware of who I was and 
where I was going. Since I always had an escort, I did not pay much attention on how to get from the 
entrance to my wife’s office and there were times that I got lost. One day, I found my way down to 
the TANK. No, there is no real tank inside the Pentagon.  
 
 The TANK is where the Joint Chiefs of Staff meet for their planning sessions. On the wall, 
outside the Tank there is a saying “For Lack of Vision the People Parish.” Sound familiar? It should. 
It is from Proverbs 29:18 (KJV). Do you think that this is a strange place to find a bible verse? I do 
not. It is the responsibility of the Joint Chiefs to plan what this country will need to defend itself from 
all adversaries, both foreign and domestic. What better place to look for guidance than the Word of 
God? It has been twenty plus years since I have walked the halls of the Pentagon, and I hope the Joint 
Chiefs still have the saying on their wall. If not, we are in trouble.  
 
 Father Bill was the Priest in Charge of Our Lady of Lourdes in Louisville, KY. To his         
congregation, he was known and the golfer’s friend. He obtained that title by having sermons that 
never lasted more the ten minutes. If you attended early mass, you would be assured that the service 
would never last more the forty-five minutes and you could still make your tee time. 
 
  Father Bill had a way about him that only comes with years of church leadership experience. 
One Sunday during the announcements, he mentioned that the Planning Committee would be meeting 
on such and such. He then made a profound statement that has stayed with me. It was, “Leadership is 
easy, all you have to do is listen to the people and then get in front of them and lead them where they 
want and need to go.” Taken on face value, with that kind of leadership, Aaron and the Hebrew     
people would still be enslaved in Egypt. But what Father Bill was saying is so much more. What I   
believe he was saying is; “Listen to the hurts, the pains, and the aspirations of the people, and you will 
see where they need to be lead.” In my forty plus years in ministry I have seen so many leaders lead 
like Pastor Bill and Aaron but few lead like Father Bill. Knowing where to go and how to get there 
takes time and effort and most important unselfishness on the part of all. That means the whole     
congregation.  
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 I have had the pleasure to work with a multitude of different denominations and each has what 
it called its governing body. The Baptists have their deacons, the Presbyterians have Trustees and the 
Session, Episcopal and Anglicans have Vestries and Lutherans have their Council. For all intent and 
purpose, they all have the same function. They are the governing bodies and act as a clearing house 
before items are brought to the congregation for a vote. In each of the above denominations, the    
congregation has the final say as to the direction and the future they want to establish for themselves.  
 
 The problem is that there are always members of any congregation that will not agree with the 
majority. They fuss and throw their little temper tantrums and make it known that they are not happy, 
and if things do not change they will take their ball and go home. I have seen this power play so many 
times that I have lost count. I know this is not very Christian, but when push comes to shove I will 
gladly open the door for them. There is no room in the family of faith for egos, not mine and not 
yours, nobody’s.   
 
 Trinity has come through the Covid-19 challenge, but now faces two more in the coming 
months, finding a new senior pastor and a new music director. There is a process that Trinity will 
have to go through in order to find the right fit. Will it be easier if Trinity works as one, or if each 
member works for their own individual wants and needs? For me the answer is that a house divided 
will not flourish, it may still stand, but the prospects for growth and prosperity are slim.  
 
 Pastor Dan, in his last sermon advised the congregation that with one truth we can never go 
wrong. That truth is very simple and it goes like this; “where ever you go, whatever you do and   
whatever you say: say, say, say; say it with love.” The most important lesson we can learn about 
church life is found in the opening verse of the 127th  Psalm, which reads; “Unless God builds the 
house, those who build it labor in vain.” So, what is your vision for the future of Trinity, and how 
much are you willing to work together with the whole congregation? What if it isn’t what you want?  
Will you go along with the majority or will you just go? Maybe not physically, but people may drop 
out financially, spiritually and emotionally.  
 
 Paul wrote in the twelfth chapter of Romans, “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast 
to what is good;  love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not 
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer.  Live in harmony with one another; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Live peaceably with 
all.”  Let’s show the apostle that it is possible and love is alive at Trinity.  
 
  

-Doug Mussey: Chair; Board of Christian Education.         
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COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
The Trinity Lutheran Church committee on Global Missions works to inspire our fellow   
Christians to spread the Gospel throughout the world by any and all God pleasing methods. 

 
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL 

Compassion International is an American child sponsorship and Christian humanitarian aid      
organization headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado that aims to positively impact        
long-term development of children living in poverty, globally. 
 

Christ-centered 
We help the poorest of the poor, the children in greatest need, without ulterior motive because we 
are a "love thy neighbor" ministry.  Beginning in 1952, when Rev. Everett Swanson first          
developed special sponsorship programs for individuals, families or churches to help support  
Korean War orphans for a few dollars a month, we have worked to help children realize their full 
potential and develop into all God intends them to be. Jesus' life and teachings shape our        
programs and guide all aspects of our ministry. From how we work to how we treat people,      
respect communities and cooperate with nations, our response to a world filled with hundreds of 
millions of children living in extreme poverty is to love like Jesus did. 
 

 Church-based 
We do all of our work through partnerships with thousands of local churches in 25 countries 
around the world.  Local churches are catalysts for community change, optimizing the mutual  
respect, resources and common purpose critical in caring for children in poverty.  A local church 
is best suited to address the needs of the children in its community because the church is already 
located in and involved in the community. Only the local church can effectively deliver the      
Jesus-based teaching and whole-life care that children in poverty deserve. 
 

Child-focused 
When a child is registered in our Child Sponsorship Program the beneficiary of the support is the 
specific sponsored child. Siblings, parents and other caregivers may receive additional or indirect 
benefits from our programs, but our focus is the one child. Through our holistic child                
development model, we blend physical, social, economic and spiritual care together to help    
children in poverty fully mature in every facet of life and transcend what is often a generational 
legacy of poverty. Communities often feel the positive impact of the "child-first" work our 
church partners do because what happens in the life of a child ripples throughout his                 
environment, but we are unashamedly and singularly focused on children. 

 
Ways to Donate to Children in Need 

When considering ways to give donations to Compassion, these options will make a huge        
impact on children who are living in poverty. 
 

 Where Most Needed — The “Where Most Needed” fund reaches the most critical 
needs of Compassion, enabling the ministry to better serve millions of children in      
extreme poverty. This fund allows Compassion to react quickly to a wide range of   
ministry needs. This is one of the most effective ways to donate. 
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 Donate to the Most Urgent Needs — This fund offers a lifeline to children who are 

in very serious situations. The donation goes to fund items like foster care, trauma 
counseling and legal assistance. 
 

 Child Sponsorship — Your support of about a dollar a day can change one child’s 
life forever. When you sponsor a child, you can give a boy or girl access to many 
things including: educational opportunities, improved healthcare, training in life 
skills, nutritious food, and an opportunity to hear about Jesus. 
 

 Other Giving Opportunities — You can organize giving through your workplace, 
your estate, non-cash gifts like cars, using Amazon Smile, Gift catalog — Whether 
you buy chickens, livestock, water filters, or a myriad of other gifts, the recipients of 
your generosity will have their lives changed. 
 

When you give through these ways to donate, you help Compassion reach children in poverty. 
Compassion International consistently receives high ratings for integrity and financial          
accountability. When you consider ways to donate and choose Compassion, you can be        
assured that your donation will be used for the purpose you requested. 
 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

From Voice of the Martyrs, May 2021—The Hand-Copied Bible 
 
Gao Shao Xiu lived in constant pain when she was a child.  Doctors diagnosed her with       
inflammation of the brain (she later learned it was liver damage) and told her parents not to 
invest too much money or education in her because she would not live long.  But her parents, 
who loved her deeply, sought help for her at one hospital after another for 10 years.  
 
When Gao was 15, a man persuaded her parents that he could heal her in three months, and he 
soon moved into the family home.  One night, however, he disappeared, along with the funds 
Gao's parents had given him.  Gao's hope of being free from pain faded again, and her parents 
began planning her funeral.  "I was patiently waiting to die," she said. 
 
At this point of resignation, two Christians who had heard about Gao's situation traveled more 
than 30 miles to visit her and her family. They shared a gospel with the family and told them 
about a living God who was capable of  healing Gao.  "My father was skeptical after the quack 
doctors," Gao said, "but he allowed them to stay anyway.    
 
Instead of asking for money, the Christians prayed for three days.  And for the first time in 
Gao's life, she was free from pain.  "It was them my father chose to believe in the Lord," she 
said, "and he publicly dedicated me to God."  A short time later, Gao also placed her faith in 
Christ.  (continued on page 14) 
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COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
(Continued from page 13) 
 
Gao and her family began attending an illegal house church, but Bibles were scarce and they had 
never even seen an entire copy.  The house church had only a few chapters of the Bible that had 
been hand-copied and passed along. Since Gao had missed a lot of school as a child, she decided she 
could advance her education by hand-copying the church's few Bible chapters.  And she found that 
the more she copied, the healthier she grew.  Over time, her church acquired more Bible portions 
and eventually had a complete Bible.  Gao continued to meticulously hand-copy the Bible,         
character by character. 
 
When Communist Chairman Mao Zedong launched the Cultural Revolution in 1966, Gao was 
among the many  Chinese Christians persecuted for their faith.  At one point, she was tied up and 
marched through the streets with a sign on her chest that said "anti-government".  "I did not          
renounce my God," she said, "I knew He was real, He was  powerful, and because of Him, I was not 
dead."    Copying the Bible had firmly grounded Gao in the truths of scripture.  "In God's Word, I 
found truth, life itself and clear guidance to the path I should be on," she said. Now in her 80s, Gao 
continues to serve as a preacher and church leader.  She also trains students throughout China.  "Our 
people meet in the church every day," she said, "I preach at least five times per week.  Though I 
have committed many verses to memory, my favorite is John 3:16.  God's love is shown in that He 
chose me to be His spokesperson in China." 
 
Though Bibles are now easier to obtain, Gao continues the discipline of hand-copying passages of 
Scripture.  "Today, this same book is the most vital resource in my life," she said, "Thank you to 
those who provide the words of life to Christians here in China."   For Gao, the Bible has been both 
an elusive treasure and a constant anchor throughout her life.  She has served as a house church 
leader since the Cultural Revolution and continues to faithfully lead a group of believers under     
today's increasing government restrictions. 
 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.” - Matthew 28:19  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

September Meeting:  
 
We would like to thank the members of our congregation for contributing to these two wonderful 
ministries. Our next meeting will be on Sept. 20, 2021 in Room 1 at 10:00 a.m. Please join us. For 
more information, call Jan Garner at (352) 598-2048.  



SERVICE DAY 
 
A group from the Men of Trinity helping at Highpoint at Stonecrest on August 16.  Pictured are: 
Ron Lilley, Butch Verback, Bob Ashley, Russ Petro, Pastor Blair, John Starr, Jim Keenan, Chuck 
Wilt, Jim Crenshaw, Jack Csont, Lon Hertel, Jeff Bixler, Rich VanSwol, and a rep from 
Highpoint. 
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WORK DAY 
 
Thank you to the group of volunteers who helped clean the church on Friday, August 27.  
Pictured are: Jim & Edna Moore, John & Debbie Zwolak, Mike & Wanda David, Donna 
Munden, Ingrid Derlis, and Jeff & Pam Bixler.  
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BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS and THANK YOU 

 On behalf of LifeSouth Community Blood Center, I would like to thank you for your 
support and assistance with the blood drive held on Sunday, August 22nd. The following is a 
breakdown of the total donations. 

 Prospective Donors:  10        

Deferred Donors:       1                  

Actual Donations:      9     

  

 When you consider that one blood donation can save up to three lives, together we 
saved a  potential of 27 lives! Donating blood can make a significant difference in someone’s 
life, and in our community.  One never knows when the life that is saved may be a member of 
your own family, a friend, or a co-worker.  Once again, I would like to thank you for your  
continued support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Blood Drive is Sunday, November 28th.  
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Bookworms will be going back in time Wed., Sept 1 at 1:00 in Room 1 as we    
discuss Kristin Hannah's latest novel. "The Four Winds" is a fiction, set in Texas 

during the Dust Bowl, following The Great Depression.  Elsa Wolcott is a single mother, raising 
two children on her in-laws farm.  Elsa moves her children to what promises to be a better life in 
California, only to discover that migrants from the Dust Bowl area are not welcome or accepted.  
If you like a book that ends "happily ever after", this is NOT the book for you.  But if you like a 
book that informs as well as deals in true life, you will appreciate reading "The Four Winds".  
 

Looking Ahead: 
Oct. 6 "The Book of Two Ways" by Jodi Picoult 
Nov. 3  "The Push" by Ashley Audrain 
Dec. 1 "The extraordinary Life of Sam Hell" by Robert Dugoni 

TRINITY BOOKWORMS 

MEMORIALS  
 

Gifts were given to the Music Fund in memory of the following: 
     Jud Moote 
     Scott Johnston (Son of Elaine Loesel) 
 
A gift was given to Fellowship in memory of  
  Jud Moote 
 
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following: 
     Jud Moote 
     Scott Johnston (Son of Elaine Loesel)  

SINGLES GROUP 
 
 
 
 

The Singles group meet again on Sept 17 at 5:00 p.m. at Francesco’s (16770 US-441 #608, 
Summerfield, FL 34491) . For any questions please call Pat Mahlstedt at 352-259-7791 or 
Madelyn Stahl at 352-470-2867. We are looking forward to seeing everyone. There is a signup 
sheet in the Narthex.  



If you have any submissions for the Trinity  
Tidings or if you just have comments or  

suggestions, please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

October 2021 Newsletter is  
** Wednesday, Sept 15th** 
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The Council did not meet in meet in August. 



Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web:  
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

Saturdays  

 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sundays  

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

Come & Learn With Us 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 9:15am 
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God’s Blessings to... 


