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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
DOCTRINE AND POLITICS
It was relatively easier to determine rights and wrongs in the first century A.D. Israel
was under the control of the Romans, who believed in many false gods as opposed to
Israel’s belief in the one, true God. But even then, there were many questions. Jesus
was asked one of them: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? In today’s broken
society, it is sometimes hard to even discern the questions over the noise of the protests
and vitriol. Some people have chosen not to be involved at all; not even to vote. I think
that it’s important, as a Christian, to exercise the right God has given us in America to
vote, fully aware of and led by God’s directives and truths. We certainly can’t expect
to be a God-fearing country if the God-fearers do not let their voices be heard. But a
mistake we must avoid is to think that somehow, in this current state of affairs, it’s
okay for us to return anger for anger, insult for insult, judgement for judgement. In
Scripture, God tells us that we are to pray for all who are in authority. That means we
prayed for Barack Obama as well as we pray for Donald Trump today. In Jesus’ day,
the Roman government was far from a godly one. But both Jesus and Paul instructed
that taxes should be paid to the government, and its leaders prayed for and respected.
There’s plenty of room for discussion and healthy disagreement on many of the
issues facing us today. Big government or less government, fracking or non-fracking,
protecting land or using it to produce its resources are all issues over which there can
be healthy debate without dishonoring the Christianity which is our most important
heritage. I’ve talked with many people on both sides of those issues, people whom I
may disagree with, but whom I know to be genuine, respectful Christians. I especially
remember one individual in a former congregation with whom I disagreed on almost
every political topic. We discussed things quite frequently, but always in a civilized
manner and with love and respect for one another.
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But there are some areas of discussion today that go beyond politics and enter the
realm of clear right and wrong. And while some will call them political issues, God’s
Word calls them non-negotiable. Siding with God may provoke criticism and charges of
being phobic or exclusive, but we must bear these rebukes with dignity and grace. One
example would be abortion. Scripture is clear: God is the author of life; life begins at
conception and no one has the right to end life arbitrarily. A woman, properly
understood, does not have authority over her own body, just as a man does not have
authority over his body. We belong to God and we answer to God, and we follow what
God says. Another area is the discussion of LBGT rights. While we may debate what
rights of equality these groups might have, there can be no arguing that God’s will is
disregarded when people attempt to say that these lifestyles are equally approved and
acceptable to God; they are not. Still another, and most important issue, is the truth that
there is only one way to heaven through faith in Jesus Christ. Abandoning that truth
means abandoning eternity, and our proclamation of this truth is the most important
thing we do. People might say that this is narrow-minded or exclusive, but we know that
it is all-inclusive: Jesus came to save the world, and everyone who believes in Him, no
matter who they are or where they live, will enjoy eternal life. We must speak these
truths even if it means censure or fine or imprisonment for sharing God’s Word. That
may be a reality that many churches will face in the not-too-distant future. But giving up
any part of God’s truth to accommodate cultural acceptance is a mistake. History has
shown that these accommodations lead to greater and greater unbelief, amorality and the
dissipation of a society.
America’s beginnings were blessed with many God-fearing people who sought to
create a nation of people “under God.” Our first, and by far most important, duty as a
church is to share the saving Gospel of forgiveness and grace in Jesus Christ. As citizens
of the United States, it is also our privilege and duty to respectfully, cheerfully support
our nation and espouse Biblical truth with our words and actions. God bless America!
Overwhelming grace keep you,
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SEPTEMBER PRAYERS
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“A heartfelt thank you for the prayers, cards and calls on the
passing of Ralph's brother. We are grateful and blessed to be
a part of the Trinity church family. “- The Munden's

MEMORIALS
A gift was given to the Board of Fellowship in memory of
Bob Booth
Gifts were given to the Music Fund in memory of the following:
Mary Staudacher (Charter Member of Trinity)
Mary Lou Nicksic (Mother of Debbie Zwolak)
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following:
Mary Lou Nicksic
Tina Ostrowski
A gift was given to the Organ Fund in memory of
Annett Scharton

If you have any submissions for the
Trinity Tidings or if you just have comments
or suggestions, please email us at
staff@trinitysummerfield.org

The deadline for the
October 2020 Newsletter is
** Tuesday, Sept. 15**
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are members and are
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,
inspiration and service. We invite you
to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”
Psalm 100:2 our motto.

LWML is looking forward to the future.
It could be October or November but with the blessing of the Lord,
we will have meetings again soon.
LWML Sunday will be on October 4. If you are interested in ser ving or
helping as an usher, please contact Betty Bell at 352-615-3838.

LWML MITE COLLECTION
The next Mite Collection will be on Saturday, September 5th and Sunday, September
6th. Your contr ibutions are more important now than ever before since the District is
many thousands of dollars behind in supporting various mission projects/grants due to no
church services and meetings because of the virus. One project/grant example is as follows:
Hope and Healing Hub of Downtown Lincoln - $50,000
The University Lutheran Chapel is a connection to the young students in the University
of Lincoln, Nebraska, community and provides those in need with Christian counseling
services in an easily accessible space. This grant will make the Hope and Healing Hub
building more inviting, offer Christian counseling services through Grace Point Institute
for Relational Health, and reach students with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY !

Page 6

Page 7

FROM THE BOARD OF
STEWARDSHIP
Are We Good Stewards of God’s Gifts?
We often hear the assertion that stewardship is a matter between me and the Lord and no one else.
God’s Word teaches otherwise. This principle is sensitive to the truth that stewardship is a very
personal response, but it is at the same time a community activity. God’s stewards are part of the body
of Christ and relate to Christ as part of the body, not as a single member connected directly to the
Head, that is, Christ. We relate to Christ by being part of the body. We are in this together for the
benefit of each other and others whose lives we can touch with the good news of Jesus.
God is a God of abundance, not a God of scarcity. When you think about the four mathematical
functions of adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing you quickly realize that God delights in
adding and multiplying while we are naturally inclined toward subtracting and dividing.
Some of us might have trouble with giving because we have trouble with receiving. This may be
especially true, but not necessarily only, for men who tend to be self-reliant, not needing anything
from anybody. Luther was wise in explaining that we are to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving
(The Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer). The negative implications deal with that important
concept of ownership. It is so easy to think that we “own” things that we have purchased with “our”
money that we “earned” with our hard work. All the things we enjoy are gifts from God. They are
intended for us to enjoy and share, not to hoard and use only for ourselves.
Because of our sinful nature, some of these concepts are so hard to digest. We tend to have the “want
to” down pat, it’s the “doing” that holds us back because there’s a sense of uncertainty that gets in the
way; i.e. will I have enough to get by, or what do I have to give up to be a good steward? We have to
remind ourselves that first: It already belongs to God and second: He absolutely will provide for us.
That is a certainty!- excerpts from the LCMS website

CHECK ON YOUR PRAYER PAL
Well it will soon be Fall and this is a just a reminder to send some encouragement
to your Secret Prayer Pal.
In order to still stay a secret you can send a card or note with the return address
blank or use the church address ( 17330 S US HWY 441, Summerfield FL 34491).
If you need to know the birthday or anniversary of your Pal, you can always call
the church office and they can assist you. Thank you and stay safe! - Patty Talbott
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LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES
Lutheran Hour Ministries has been a vital ministry source for over 100 years. For those of you not
familiar with LHM, it is an organization dedicated to furthering the Gospel of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ by offering and equipping the church and its individual members with resources to help
you reach out with love and the Good News of Jesus Christ in your everyday lives.
Every year we celebrate Lutheran Hour Ministries with LHM Sunday, usually in February or
March. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 2020 is looking a lot different than all of us
anticipated. This year LHM Sunday is focusing on their wide variety of digital resources for you to
discover LHM during these unprecedented times. As Trinity’s Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador,
I realized I could still provide you with information that I would have normally presented on LHM
Sunday.
A stark reality exists in the world today: Billions of people live without the hope of Christ. It is
easy to think of these people living half a world away, but did you ever stop and think of your
neighbor, friend, coworker or even a family member as being part of the mission field? Well, they are!
In fact, everyone in your personal sphere of influence is part of the mission field. It is one reason why
Lutheran Hour Ministries’ members and partners come together to meet the greatest challenge of the
21st century, which is to proclaim messages of hope in the name of Jesus Christ.
Recent research conducted by the Barna Group for Lutheran Hour Ministries has discovered
that many Americans aren’t comfortable talking about their faith. Based on these findings, LHM set
out to find a practical way to equip Christians for meaningful spiritual conversations. The first of three
rounds of research produced key insights that led to the development of new resources to equip
reluctant conversationalists. For more information on the Barna Group and the results of their studies:
The Spiritual Conversation Curve and The Eager Conversationalist Profile, go to the link for
“Spiritual Conversations in the Digital Age Bible study” at lhm.org/lhmsunday.
As previously mentioned to you in previous Tidings, Lutheran Hour Ministries also has a
variety of online bible studies available at no cost at lhm.org/learn. Check out the link to explore more
topics through self-paced digital studies.
A reminder as well, that LHM offers their Project Connect booklets on a variety of topics
designed to provide down-to-earth insight about things people deal with every day – grief, stress,
prayer, relationships – and more. You can share Project Connect booklets with family, friends, and
neighbors. Selections are available in the narthex. If you don’t find what you are looking for, contact
me and I will be glad to help you.
Also available online at lhm.org are daily devotions, the Lutheran Hour, podcasts, and lots of
other resources on topics important to you and your family.-Donna (Battard) Mallardi –LHM Ambassador
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TRADITION PART 7
I’m sure many of us remember the television show “My Three Sons,” an American sitcom. The
series had a long run, from 1960 through 1972. ABC broadcasted the show from 1960 through 1965,
and then the series moved to CBS until the end of its run on April 13, 1972. My Three Sons chronicles
the life of widower and aeronautical engineer Stephen Douglas played by Fred MacMurray as he raises
his three sons. Recently I had the pleasure of living the life of Fred McMurray. No, I did not take over
the
responsibility of raising three young men, but I did have the pleasure of taking them on the
fishing trip of their lives.
Every so often, I take my son on a fishing trip somewhere he has never been before. This year
we were scheduled to go down to Key Largo and go out 30 miles into the Atlantic to hunt for Mahi.
The boat I had chartered was big enough for more than the two crew members and the two of us, so I
invited my 15 year old grandson, who loves to fish. Since there was room for one more, my son-in-law
also came. Me and my three sons.
The morning, we were to depart, welcomed us with lighting, heavy rain, and a sea with waves
running 8 to 10 feet. Not a good day for fishing. With the same forecast for Sunday, there was not
much chance of fishing out of Key Largo. Checking the radar, we piled in the truck and headed west to
Marathon where the weather was clear and sunny. For Sunday, the outlook was the same except that
the winds were to blow 15 to 20mph in the morning and clearing in the afternoon. We were able to
charter a boat that would run us out the 30 miles to the Gulf Stream where the big Mahi lived.
Sunday morning we boarded the boat and headed out. The winds were as expected. On the bay
side there was a medium chop. Crossing under the seven mile bridge, the chop became heavier. The
further out we went the worse it became. With my three sons sitting in the bow of the boat (the front for
you non nautical types) and I in the stern (the other end). I could hear my sons talking and each time a
big wave was coming I could hear them getting ready to brace for impact. I knew that I was about to
get soaked by a wave coming over the side of the boat.
Now I pride myself on having some intelligence (maybe not a whole lot). But there are times
when my decision process is in need of some help. This might have been one on those times. We were
in a 31 foot open fisherman in 8-10 foot seas. Smart? I’ll let you decide. As I sat getting drenched on
the stern I wondered if I should be scared. I thought about the times in the Army when bullets were
flying over my head with mortars and rockets exploding just a few feet away. Do not get me wrong, but
looking back, there was always a calm and a peace that would come over me. Then there were the two
times I almost drowned while surfing. I became so disoriented that I did not know which way was up,
but somehow my head popped through the water and I was able to take a welcome breath. Then I
would get back on the board, paddle out and catch the next wave. Smart? Then there are the two times
that I have been in an automobile accident that totaled the car I was in. And yet, I was able to walk
away without as much as a scratch. And, yes, I still drive. Is there a pattern here?
I had to wonder, what scares me? For the life of me I could not think of anything. And then it
came to me. Yes, you are afraid of one thing. No, it is not dying. I will spend eternity with the Father
and His Son. What I am afraid of is not getting the chance to confess all my sins before facing my creator. Please notice, I did not say, dying with unforgiven sin. There is a difference. When I accepted
Christ as my Savior, all my sins were forgiven, past, present and future. Forgiven, once and for all
time. Isaiah tells us that God places our sins in the middle of His back. Now that is what you call, out of
sight!
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To understand why I said this, let me give you a brief history of my religious life. My father was
career Navy and during the first 12 years of my life we moved seven times. Church was not a big deal.
It was not until I was 28 and started dating a Christian woman that I even thought of going to church.
She was Southern Baptist and so I became one too. However, I never fully adopted the Articles of Faith
of the S.B.C. Why? They seemed at the time not to be a guideline of how to live your life, but rules of
conduct. I attended The Southern Baptist Seminary and met my wife, who at the time had a 16 year old
daughter. The daughter eventually married a Catholic. One Sunday, my wife and I attended the Catholic
Church with her. To my surprise, I was asked to confess my sins, out loud no less. And then, I received
absolution. Never before was I asked to confess my sins before other individuals. But it is biblical.
Then, when I became a priest I had the pleasure of announcing God’s forgiveness to those who truly
repent. What an honor and privilege to declare God’s forgiveness. Talk about coming a long way.
But, there was one thing that disturbed me. While I believe it is important to confess that we are
sinners in public settings, I find that repeating the same confession over and over again may become rote
and not have the meaning that I believe it should. So what to do about it? Research. By attending other
liturgical churches and reading their confessions, I began to change the confession each week. Why? So
it could not be memorized. So it would not be something that was repeated meaninglessly. Did I
succeed? Well, I think I did. Congregational members would come to me and either say, they liked the
new way of saying the confession, or complain that I needed go back to saying the one they learned as a
small child. I can say with pride that I never went back to using just one, but selected six that would be
rotated so a different confession was recited each week. And, that seemed to satisfy all concerned.
One of the things I always worry about when going to a new church and becoming part of a new
congregation is how well will I fit into their liturgy and worship. When my wife and I first arrived at
Trinity, it was like going to any other church. We had coffee and said hello to a few individuals. After
taking our places, we were welcomed by a couple sitting directly in front of us. And when the
processional hymn was played (a Baptist hymn she had grown up with), my wife felt at home. I on the
other hand, let’s say, I’m a bit more skeptical.
On the front of every Sunday bulletin I ever produced were the words in bold type: “Before the
service, we talk to God; During the service, God talks to us; After the service we talk to others.” I have a
ritual upon entering the place of worship. The first thing I always do is to prepare my heart by asking
God to remove any impediment that would stand in the way of me worshiping Him. The next thing I do
is read the part of the bulletin that pertains to the worship of our Father. To my delight, I saw that the
confession was not the old standard. And to my delight, each week the confession is different.
Hallelujah.
When I confess that I am a sinner, I do not want my confession to be something that just comes
out of my mouth without thought and meaning. Although I had memorized all six of the confessions
which I used, I am happy to say that after having been retired for almost seven years, I have forgotten
most of them. What makes the confession new and fresh is saying a new or different one each week. I
never know which one will be used. I hope you feel the same.
The absolution I would pronounce each week began with the opening sentence; “may Almighty
God forgive all who truly repent.” When I truly repent, I feel the power of forgiveness wash over me and
all my uncertainties disappear. The song states; All my sins have been washed away. That’s a better
feeling than: plop, plop, fizz, fizz. God’s form of Alka Seltzer is far more effective than what big pharma
can provide. Forgiveness, oh, what a relief it is. -Doug Mussey; Board of Christian Education.
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God’s Blessings to...

E-mail:
office@trinitysummerfield.org
Web: www.trinitysummerfield.com

Come & Worship With Us

North Campus
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Also live streamed on our website at
www.trinitysummerfield.com

South Campus
Canceled until further notice due
to COVID 19 precautions

