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October 3 
LWML Sunday 

 
October 3,10,17 &24 

New Member Classes 
 

October 4 
Men’s Club  
8:00 a.m. 

 
October 12 

Covid Booster Clinic 
 

October 23 
Friendship Luncheon 

10:50 a.m. 
 

October 26 
LWML Meeting 

1:00 p.m. 
 

October 31 
Reformation Sunday 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ!  
 
Can you believe it?  Who would have ever believed that with a quick turn of the calendar, we would 
suddenly be in the month of October?  As someone shared with me this week, “this year is quickly 
slipping by and before you know it, we’ll all be celebrating Christmas!” While that may be true and 
many of the local retail outlets are already prepping for that, I am choosing to take another route and 
enjoying the blessings of God at this time of year.    
 
If there’s one thing I’ve learned about Florida in October – it always feels a little awkward,            
especially if you have spent most of your life up north with all the changing leaves and fall colors, 
trips to the apple cider mills, and carving pumpkins with the grand-children. Here, it’s different    
given the lack of visible change and colors, except for the browning yards as we enter the “Dry   
Season.”  
 
While that might be true geographically, I don’t think you can say the same about life at Trinity in 
October! Why? Because as awkward as it might feel in Florida, we join with all our fellow Lutheran 
brothers and sisters in Christ around the world celebrating the joys and blessings of God for the 
Reformation on October 31, and the ministry of Martin Luther for the restoration of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in the lives of God’s people and His Church. It was here that he established forever 
those founding hallmarks of the Reformation and the Lutheran Church - Sola Fide – Faith Alone;  
Sola Scriptura – Scripture Alone; Sola Gratia – Grace Alone – echoing the words of St. Paul in  
Ephesians 2:8-9 that state, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”      
 
Hearing those words again often causes me to wonder if God’s not calling His Church to a similar 
need today.  To raise up a new Reformation given the state of our society and the world around us 
that we might restore the prominence and truth of the Gospel once again to a world that’s gone deaf 
to the voice of God made known in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   
 
I was recently giving someone a tour of our facilities and passed through the narthex where I made 
mentioned of our replica of the Wittenberg Castle Church doors and our remembrance of Luther’s 
nailing of the 95 Theses in 1517. He then turned to me and asked, “Pastor, do you think Luther 
would have E-mailed them today?” We both laughed. But it got me to thinking about Luther. He was 
certainly a man of technology using the Guttenberg Press to print Bibles in the language of the    
people. I’m certain he would have used it and more – can you imagine Luther’s Tweets, Instagrams, 
Tik-Toks, Facebook, YouTubes, Zoom, Blogs, Pod Casts or Live-Streams?  I can. He would be a 
master at them because the Gospel Message of Jesus Christ is just that important – as is the        
prominence and truth of God’s Word for sharing His love with others.  
 
In closing, just a reminder to invite your friends and neighbors with you to our worship celebration 
on Reformation weekend, October 30-31, at our regular times. And by the way, please wear red for 
the fire of the Gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit reforming His Church once again for mission 
and ministry in sharing the love and grace of Jesus Christ.  
 
Sola Fide – Sola Scriptura – Sola Gratia,   
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OCTOBER  PRAYERS 



Page 4 

 
 

 
 

"I always thought there was something strange going on over there."  "They 
were such quiet neighbors, just stayed to themselves." "I can't believe that 

sweet girl would do such a thing."  You hear this or read such statements in the news almost 
everyday.  
 
 "The Push" by Ashley Audrain  tells the story of a young mother who just can't seem to  
enjoy motherhood the way new mothers are supposed to.  Is there something wrong with 
her?  It can't be the baby--or could it?  Join the Bookworms on Wed. Nov. 6 to discuss this 
GMA Book Club Pick. 
 
Meanwhile, we hope to see you on Oct. 6 at 1:00 in Classroom One to discuss "The Book 
of Two Ways" by Jodi Picoult. Her latest book is an interesting fiction dealing with the    
afterlife and the possibility of living two lives.  Come discuss how this theory differs from a 
Christian       perspective. Questions?  Call Carol Keenan  216-8106 

TRINITY BOOKWORMS 

         

Covid 19 Booster Clinics 
Sponsored by Walgreens 

Only Pfizer is available currently 
                      

Registration & Appointments must be made ahead of time! 
 

Please go here to setup an appointment: 
  https://wagsoutreach.com/ss/TRI138192 

 
Dates Offered: 

Tuesday, October 12 or Monday, November 15 

 
SPECIAL VETERANS DAY  

MEETING October 5 
 
as a way to honor and give thanks to God for their service to our country 
in defending our nation’s freedom and celebrating the freedom we have 
through the Gospel Message of Jesus Christ. This year’s celebration will 

include a message from Chaplain Schreiber, a U.S. Navy band Ensemble, patriotic musical 
medleys, a video presentation, and a meal for those in attendance.  
 
Now we need your gifts and skills in helping to make it a success by attending our next 
meeting on Tuesday, October 5th at 10:30AM. EVERYONE who wants to honor our 
veterans and speak to our community should get involved. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE &  
CONGREGATIONAL LUNCHEON  

 
Thursday, October 7 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
Your church family here at Trinity will be holding a special      

Memorial service for the families of those who lost a loved one during the time when the 
church was closed due to Covid, and we were not able to offer a service or memorial 
luncheon.  Pastor Blair Clark will be conducting this memorial service on Thursday, Oct. 
7th at 11:30 a.m. with a luncheon to follow.   
 
We invite all members of the congregation to come and share this time with them in 
memory of their loved ones.   This event is sponsored by LWML and the Board of           
Fellowship.   If you have any questions, you may contact Robbie Myers (352-245-3357). 

HURRICANE IDA RELIEF 
 

The Southern District LCMS was affected when Hurricane Ida made 
landfall near Port Fourchon, Louisiana, as a  Category 4 storm  shortly 

before noon on August 29, 2021, with maximum sustained winds of 150 mph. This was a      
devastating   hurricane.  
 
We have an opportunity to help.  Trinity will be accepting donations now through October 10th 
to send to the Southern District.   
 
If you are able to help please make your check payable to Trinity Lutheran Church and notate 
Hurricane Ida on the memo line. Donations can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the 
church office, or completed electronically on our church website at 
www.trinitysummerfield.com/Giving and select Disaster  Relief and notate Hurr icane Ida. 

INTERESTED IN BEING A PART OF OUR 
SMALL GROUP MINISTRY?  
 
We are trying to restart our Small Group Ministry. We realize 

during these times many people still have some fears for gathering. So, we need your input to 
move forward. If you are a   former Small Group Ministry Leader or Participant, or would 
like to participate in our Small Group Ministry, please stop by the table located in the 
Narthex to complete our short questionnaire. If you would like more information, please 
contact Donna Faiella at (845) 519-7359. 
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SECRET PRAYER PALS REVEAL... 
 
it's about time to "spill the beans". Please join us at Francesco's Ristorante for 
our Reveal Luncheon, Wednesday, November 10 at 11:00 a.m.  Lunch is on 
your own from the Express Lunch Menu.   
 

RSVP is required prior to November 5 to  
Marilyn DeTizio (352-446-3800), Jane Larson (352-233-9653)  

or Patty Talbott (352-561-4952).   

SAVE THE DATE: GROUP 3 ANNUAL PICNIC 
 

Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021,  
12:00 -  3:00 p.m. 

 
Warm Fall greetings!  Our annual Group 3 Picnic (pot luck) will be held Sat., 
Nov. 13, 2021, 12-3pm in Saddlebrook Recreation Center.   

 
Group 3 members living in Alhambra, Belle Aire, Glenbrook, Harmeswood, Piedmont and 
Santiago are welcome.  We extend an invite to the following - Briar Meadow, Calumet Grove, 
Chatham, Polo Ridge, Santo Domingo, Springdale, Tierra Del Sol, & Woodbury. 
 
Please wear your Trinity name tag and show your Village ID.  Hoping to share precious time with 
all of you soon.  If you plan to attend, need additional information, or would be willing to help, 
sign up in the Narthex, email Vita Crain at  villagenotary@aol.com or call 352-454-6468. 

NEW MEMBER BREAKFAST 

Everyone is invited Sunday, November 7 to our “New Member/ 50th       
Anniversary Breakfast” in the Fellowship Hall.  During this time we will be 
welcoming our new members, and also honoring those couples celebrating 

their 50th wedding anniversaries during the year 2020-21.   

We encourage our worshipers attending the 8:00 service to stay afterwards for the breakfast, 
and the 10:30 attendees plan on arriving early and join us for a bountiful breakfast. We will 
have tables reserved for our new members and anniversary celebrants so they will be easy to     
locate for welcoming and congratulating.   

We look forward to seeing you at this special occasion.  “Therefore receive one another, just as 
Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” Romans 15:7 NKJV 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  auxiliary of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity   Lutheran Church 
are  members and are encouraged to serve others through mission, education,       

inspiration and      service.  We invite you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as 
we “Serve the Lord with  Gladness”     Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come one, come all, to the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday,    
October 26th.   We are inviting the entire congregation 
and your guests to a special presentation. Ruth Leininger 
will perform a portrayal of  Katharine Luther, wife of 
Martin Luther.  She will highlight the life of the  “First  

Lady of the Reformation” and explain her role during the beginning of the Lutheran 
church. Light refreshments will be served in the lobby of the Fellowship Hall at 1:30 
p.m. followed by the program at 2:00 pm.   
 
What a wonderful opportunity to learn more about your Lutheran faith and the role of 
a woman in Germany back in the 1500’s and what she contributed, as her husband 
posted the 95 Theses on the church doors.   
 
Tickets will be available for a donation of $10 beginning the weekend of Oct. 9th 
and 10th.  We will also have someone in the Narthex the following two weekends 
with tickets. All proceeds from this event will be divided between the Seminary Food 
Banks in Ft. Wayne, IN and St. Louis, MO.    
 
 
 

October is LWML Month.   
Watch for the purple sashes on  

some of our members Sunday, Oct. 3rd.  

Tuesday, October 26 
1:30 p.m.-Refreshments 

2:00 p.m.– Program 



Page 9 

  LWML Mite Box Collection 
 
 
The next monthly Mite collection will be on Saturday, October 2nd and Sunday, 
October 3rd (LWML Sunday).  Your contr ibutions are very impor tant in   

supporting many various projects/grants.  Three of these are as follows: 
 
 Training Pastors to Serve the Church in Russia  -  Lutheran Theological Seminary,    

Novosibirsk, Siberia,  $100,000 
 
 Light of Christ in Eastern Europe  -  Mission Central, $56,000 
 
 Redeeming Life Maternity Home, Illinois Expansion -- Redeeming Life Outreach     

Ministries, $100,000 
 
If a contribution cannot be made at the beginning of the month, it may also be made at any time 
since the Mite Box is always available in the Narthex.  Always remember that A LITTLE CAN 
HELP SO MANY!  

SCRAPPY QUILTERS 
 

 

Ladies from Scrappy 
Quilters on a Friday  

afternoon  
preparing quilts for  

the Veterans . 

Questions or comments? Know someone that could 
use the comfort of a quilt or needs a walker bag?  

email - suelehota@gmail.com     
call or text me at (330) 414-8406 
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COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
The Trinity Lutheran Church committee on Global Missions works to    
inspire our fellow Christians to spread the Gospel throughout the world by 
any and all God pleasing methods. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE 

 
The shoeboxes have arrived! Soon, you will be able to be a part of this precious ministry by 
sending God's love to a child in need. Along with the Christmas gifts they receive in your packed 
shoebox, they receive a children's bible study called The Greatest Journey.  Many children will 
meet God for the first time and learn of His amazing love. 
 
The assembled shoeboxes will be displayed in the narthex and available to go home with 
you   after church services on October 16th and 17th.  Instructions are included in each 
box.  You will be asked to select the age and gender of the child receiving your generous gifts.  
The completed shoeboxes must be returned to church by October 31st so that they may be on 
their way to the next destination. Watch for weekly bulletin updates. 
 
Shoeboxes will be provided for anyone unable to pick them up at church and they will also be 
provided to Trinity South for anyone interested in participating.  Look for more information to 
come weekly in the church bulletin. We hope you will continue to pray for this ministry and   
participate by volunteering to take home one or more shoeboxes. Have fun shopping! 
 
2 Corinthians 9:8-9 - And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written: "They have freely 
scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever." 
 
Matthew 28:19 - Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the       
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 
 
Check out our updated website with new features and more information on the mission work here 
at Trinity Lutheran. Go to trinitysummerfield.com and select Missions at the top of the      
homepage. Read about the dedicated service of our members and the good work happening      
locally and around the world.   
 
We would like to thank the members of our congregation for contributing to all of our ministries.  
 
Our next meeting will be on October 18, 2021 in Room 1 at 10:00 am. All are invited. For 
more information, call or text, 352-598-2048 or email, janandchloe@embarqmail.com 
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From Voice of the Martyrs, September 2021 
 

THE TALIBAN/Region: Afghanistan, Pakistan 
 
“They’ve taken off their turbans, but the same people are still here.” 
 
Some Afghans welcomed the Taliban to power, thinking it would bring order to the chaos that 
reigned following the 1989 Soviet withdrawal. 
 

While their objectives of fighting crime and corruption sounded good, even noble, the path 
that the Taliban chose to accomplish these objectives was strict Sharia law. No television or 
music. No education for girls. No women in the workplace, and women must be covered head 
to toe in a dehumanizing burqa while in public places. The Taliban’s “war on women” has 
earned them the reputation of being one of the top oppressors of women in the world. 

 
The Taliban was supported by the Pakistani government, including its intelligence service, 

which trained and armed fighters to protect a major trade route to Central Asia. The Taliban 
took Kabul, the capital, in 1996, and by 2001 the group controlled 90 percent of Afghanistan. 

 
As the Taliban conquered new territory, its fighters fiercely persecuted Christians, abducting 

many and invading their homes. Converts from Islam were ordered to return to Islam or be  
executed immediately. Many were killed. 

 
Following the attacks of 9/11, the United States began bombing Taliban military sites,     

driving the group from Kabul and eventually from power. But as one Christian said during that 
time, “They’ve taken off their turbans, but the same people are still here.” 

 
Christians in Afghanistan must meet secretly to avoid unwanted attention from the Taliban 

or other radical Muslims. Rather than ceasing fellowship, however, these bold believers have 
developed creative ways to gather for encouragement and Bible study. More Muslims are 
coming to Christ than at any other time in history! 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
“BEHOLD, I SAY TO YOU, LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK AT THE FIELDS, FOR 
THEY ARE ALREADY WHITE FOR HARVEST!”  JOHN 4:35 
 

PLEASE PRAY: 
 Pray that gospel radio broadcasts sponsored by VOM will reach into the hearts of Afghans, 

drawing many to Christ.  
 
 Pray that entire families will come to Christ; often family members are the first line of   

persecution a new believer faces.  
 
 Pray that God will call and direct Afghans to lead His church, and pray for the success of 

training and leadership development programs for Afghan believers. 
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No Easy Answers: Part 10 
A Jewish Story 

 
The old Rabbi said, "In olden days there were men who saw the face of God." 

"Why don't they anymore?" a young student asked. “Because, nowadays no one stoops so 
low," he replied. 

 
Who wants to be a lowly person? Who wants to be stooped down? Most of us spend a 

good part of our lives trying to pull ourselves up. We want to walk tall in society. But,        
according to this rabbi, it is the lowly – those stooped low – who see the face of God.        
According to Jesus in the Beatitudes, it is the lowly – those stooped low – who are blessed by 
God. This runs counter to the normal uses of that word for blessed, makarios. What does it 
mean to be blessed? The Greek word for "blessed" used in the Beatitudes 
is makarios (plural: makaroioi). The following is a study of how this word has been used 
(mostly taken from the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament). 

 
In ancient Greek times, makarios referred to the gods. The blessed ones were the gods. 

They had achieved a state of happiness and contentment in life that was beyond all cares,   
labors, and even death. The blessed ones were beings who lived in some other world away 
from the cares and problems and worries of ordinary people. To be blessed, you had to be a 
god. 

 
Makarios took on a second meaning. It referred to the "dead". The blessed ones were 

humans, who, through death, had reached the other world of the gods. They were now        
beyond the cares and problems and worries of earthly life. To be blessed, you had to be dead. 
That is the origin of the different saints’ days -- they are remembered on the dates of their 
deaths. All Saints Day was for all the people who had died in the faith whose names we didn't 
know. 

 
Finally, in Greek usage, makarios came to refer to the elite, the upper crust of society, 

the wealthy people. It referred to people whose riches and power put them above the normal 
cares and problems and worries of the lesser folk -- the peons, who constantly struggle and 
worry and labor in life. To be blessed, you had to be very rich and powerful. 

 
When this word, makarios was used in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, it 

took on another meaning. It referred to the results of right living or righteousness. If you 
lived right, you were blessed. Being blessed meant you received earthly, material things: a 
good wife, many children, abundant crops, riches, honor, wisdom, beauty, good health, etc. A 
blessed person had more things and better things than an ordinary person. To be blessed, you 
had to have big and beautiful things. 

 
In all of these meanings, the "blessed" ones lived in a higher plane than the rest of us. 

They were gods. They were humans who had gone to the world of the gods. They were the 
wealthy, upper crust. They were those with many possessions. The blessed were those people 
and beings who lived above the normal cares, problems, and worries of normal people. 
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Matthew (reflecting Jesus' thoughts) uses this word in a totally different way. It is not 
the elite who are blessed. It is not the rich and powerful who are blessed. It is not the high 
and mighty who are blessed. It is not the people living in huge mansions or expensive   
penthouses who are blessed. Rather, Jesus pronounces God's blessings on the lowly: the 
poor, the hungry, the thirsty, the meek, the mourning. Throughout the history of this word, it 
had always been the other people who were considered blessed: the rich, the filled up, the 
powerful. Jesus turns it all upside-down. The elite in God's kingdom, the blessed ones in 
God's kingdom, are those who are at the bottom of the heap of humanity. 

 
There is another kind of blessedness that the Bible does not mention. It took me some 

seventy plus years to learn what I consider the number one form of being blessed, and it has 
nothing to do with one’s status in life. However, it does have everything to do with our    
relationship with our heavenly Father. I have always told my congregations that the      
blessings that we receive from God are not for us to keep, they are for us to pass along to 
others in need. Now I do not want to sound pious and blow my own horn, but I thought I 
was doing a very good job at being a conduit for God’s blessings. I could, at times see my 
self as the poster boy for this important part of our mission on earth. Because Joyce and I 
have been so blessed, there were times when God has actually told us not to give. Sounds 
strange, but true. If there was ever a shortage, I always had the desire to make up the       
difference. The message God relayed to me was that this is a family matter and members of 
the family need to do their part. I did not understand why, but I obeyed. And I am glad I did.  

 
The most important lesson I have learned is that others have blessings that they need 

to offer at times, and their desires to meet the needs of those in need are just and important 
as mine. There is a blessing that comes from God when we meet the needs of others. Yes, 
there are times when we sluff if off as no big deal. But does it not bring joy to your heart to 
know that you are meeting the needs of others and therefore bring a smile to the one who 
has met all your needs? I hope it does.  

 
I once gave a sermon on the joys of being a blessing. The title of the sermon was 

“Feeling good all under” which is an adaption from the Hanes underwear ad. My inspiration 
for the sermon text came from a book by Joyce Landorf (I forget the title). In her book, she 
stated that the best remedy for getting rid the blues is to go out and help someone who is 
less fortunate than you. She also stated that you will no longer be caught up in your misery. 
Why? Because it is the best way to see that your circumstances are far less important than 
you have thought. And, she is right.   

 
One more thing, when you let others be a part of the blessing, it will make them feel 

good all under, too. Plus, if someone wants to thank you for being a blessing, please do not 
say; “Oh it’s nothing.” It is. It is a big deal to the one who is receiving the blessing and it 
should be a big deal to the one delivering the blessing. I may not know everything, but this I 
do know. It is a big deal to the one who came so that we may receive all the blessings in the 
heavenly realm. That I am sure of. Oh, one more thing. I am one hundred percent positive 
that it makes Him and His Son feel good all under. Just something to think about. 
 

-Doug Mussey: Chair; Board of Christian Education.         
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If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have       

comments or suggestions, please email us 
at staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

November 2021 Newsletter is  
** Friday, October 15th** 

MEMORIALS  
 

A gift was given to the Music Fund in memory of  
Ted Hall 
 
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of  
Jud Moote 
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Advice from a Pumpkin!  

MULTIMEDIA VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
We are in the need of a few tech savvy volunteers to help run sound, 
cameras, PowerPoint/ ProPresenter  in our sound booth. Training will 
be available.  
 

Please contact David Berardi for more information at (352) 978-3474 or  
email davidberardi123@gmail.com   
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Council Meeting Minutes 
September 21, 2021 

 
Present were:  Gil Dahnke, Carolyn Fortin, Pam Bixler, Gary Eckoff, Chuck 
Wilt, Jerry Iseler, Patti Paxton, Dennis Esch, and Jeff Bixler.  Gil Dahnke called 

the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  Minutes of the May 18, 2021 Council meeting were 
approved via e-mail on May 21, 2021. 
 
PASTOR REPORTS:  Pastor Blair is working with the Men’s Club and helping them come up 
with a Vision Statement.  He has been involved with Highpoint at Stonecrest, the new senior    
citizen facilities across the street from the church.  It is our vision to provide Church services to 
those folks in much the same manner as we provide services to the residents of Harbor Chase at 
Trinity South. 
 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: The “Pastors Report” has been renamed “Membership Update     
Report to Council”.  As this report is strictly a function of the Business Manager, it will be       
presented to the Council in the future by Jill Esposito.  There was some discussion regarding the 
number of families who were released in August.  The question was posed to Chuck Wilt as to 
whether or not the Elder was aware of the reason why they left.  Although Chuck had some       
details, he said he will look into the matter. 
 
BUSINESS MANAGER:  Jill Esposito told President Dahnke that she had nothing to report.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Gary Eckoff reviewed the August 2021 report.  Gary advised that 
the budget needs to be balanced.  All Boards should look at ways to cut expenses.  Dennis Esch 
made the following MOTION:  Council shall accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  J erry 
Iseler seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
OLD AND NEW BUSINESS:  Update on Pastoral Vacancy and Joint Elder/Council Meeting:  
President and Vice President have talked with President Walton.  He is going to join us via Zoom 
on October 13, 2021 at 1:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  We are urged to bring questions to the meeting 
to discuss with him.  It was also suggested that the Council and the Elders continue to meet jointly 
after President Walton leaves the meeting.  We agreed to continue to meet after the October 13th 

Zoom meeting adjourns.  Therefore, our Council meeting scheduled for October 19th is cancelled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Nominating Committee Appointment.  Attempts to find anyone willing to 
serve on the Nominating Committee have failed.  Therefore, President Dahnke has appointed each 
Board Chairman to be their own Board’s Nominating Committee.   
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Elders: The Elders did not meet during the summer.  In the absence of a Music Director, the 
church has been blessed with three members who have provided our organ and piano support.  A 
Director of Music Search Team has been assembled to establish a process for recruitment. 
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Temporary guidelines have been set up for the Elders to help ease the burden on 
Pastor Blair.  Gil Dahnke, Carolyn Fortin, and Chuck Wilt will be working with 
District President Greg Walton on the Process to fill the Pastoral vacancy.  Gil will 
be responsible for updating and informing the congregation as this moves forward. 
 
The Elders have been contacting members from assigned lists with some specific questions to help 
gather information regarding attendance habits. The Elder Report outlines approved services 
scheduled for the rest of the year. 
 
Evangelism: J erry Isler reported that Welcome letters to new residents have been suspended.  
They are not sure if that is permanent or not.  Jan Garner is handling the Operation Christmas 
Shoebox program.  Jerry made the following MOTION: Church Council shall approve and 
prayerfully support a Veteran’s Day event on November 11, 2021, similar to that held on July 4, 
2019, and that they authorize the expenditure of up to $5,000 for said event.  The $2,500 over 
budget is needed because Chaplain Schreiber has secured a US Navy quartet and color guard 
and he believes that a per diem of about $1,000 is generally expected, and costs associated with 
renting tables and chairs were not included in the original budget.  Gary Eckoff seconded.    
Motion carried. 
 
Discussion followed regarding the number of people that may attend.  It was discussed that selling 
tickets may be a possibility.  There should be some way to register attendees to control the number, 
and maybe limit it to the first 500-600 to register.  That may be an on-line possibility.  Council  
recommended that the event be advertised and may mention that a free-will offering may be taken 
If that is what the Board decides.)  In the event of a huge COVID surge the event may be          
cancelled.  These thoughts were offered as suggestions for the Board to consider. 
 
Fellowship: Patti Paxton reported that the Board of Fellowship and LWML are providing a 
luncheon after the October 7th COVID Memorial Service.  Advent mid-week services are      
scheduled for December 1, 8, and 15.  Menus will be discussed at future meetings.  Members may 
be asked to bring a dessert for those meals.  Details of the New Member Breakfast & Orientation 
are outlined in her report. 
 
Stewardship: Dennis Esch reported that the data base of the Time & Talents Surveys has been 
completely done away with.  There is now an area in our website that will take its place.  This will 
be a great resource for Boards as well as new members.  We are moving slowly from envelopes to 
on-line giving to the Give Plus system. 
 
Trustees:  (Copy attached.) Jeff Bixler reported that due to physical restrictions, the Trustees 
are having trouble doing tasks they used to be able to perform and are having to have things hired 
out.   
 
The Council will meet jointly with the Elders and District President Greg Walton via Zoom in the 
Sanctuary at 1:00 PM October 13, 2021.  Council will not meet again in October.  The next   
Council meeting will then be November 16th at 1:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Jeff Bixler 
moved to adjourn.  Gary Eckoff seconded.  Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Pam Bixler Recording Secretary  
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God’s Blessings to... 

Reformation Sunday is 
October 31!  


