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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
The month of November for many people is one of their favorite times of year with 
the wonderful colors of fall, the cooling temperatures, the shorter daylight hours, 
and who can ever forget the traditional celebration of Thanksgiving with turkey, 
dressing, and all the fix’ins that go with it. There’s a lot that goes into all the     

preparations for that one day we have designated in this country for giving thanks to God for the 
blessings He has provided nationally and individually for each one of us. Yet, when the turkey is   
reduced to leftovers and the family returns to their regular routine, I often wonder what is left with 
the thanksgiving to God? 
 
What I am getting at is that I wanted to use the excuse of the Thanksgiving Holiday to raise the topic 
about the type of thanksgiving that belongs to the life of the Christian. This type of thanksgiving is 
too big and all-encompassing just to fit into one day a year, or even one day a week!  This is the type 
of thanksgiving that is to occupy the life of the Christian.  As Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18 when he states, “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing;  in everything give thanks, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”    
 
We are to give thanks everything. That doesn’t just mean for the things we really enjoy, but in     
everything and moment.  If you do a search in the New Testament of the term – thanks – you will 
discover it is the constant exhortation and expectations of the Apostles. Jesus was always giving 
thanks and makes mention of it in almost every letter he writes. After awhile it begins to sound like 
it is the chief activity of the Church.  
 
That’s because it is!  Think about it. God gives us all that we need to support this body and life, 
whether physically, emotionally, or spiritually, out of His Fatherly divine goodness and mercy.  Even 
when we fail to thank and praise, serve and obey Him in the midst of them all because of our        
sinfulness. Yet, in His love, God freely and in His mercy and love sent Jesus Christ to live and die 
for us and through His death and resurrection brings us forgiveness and new life. He sets us free to 
live continually in a life of thanks and praise for His great gift in Christ that moved by His Spirit all 
we can do is thank and praise Him with all that we have an are as His people. 
 
Our Trinity Lutheran Church family has much to be thankful for as we reflect back upon His     
blessings throughout this past year in so many different ways. I think about our slow return out of 
the pandemic and more and more people returning to worship in person. I reflect upon the generosity 
of our people in terms of their time, talents, and generous financial support for our ministry and   
outreach. The generous matching gift that our membership not only met but exceeded in helping to 
eliminate one of our mortgages. I cannot miss the dedicated and loving work of our many volunteers 
who assist in the advancement of our mission as a church in service and love. I think of our staff and 
their dedication to the ministry and the services they provide for our ministry. Yes, we are especially 
blessed and give all thanks to God. 
 
I invite you to join with the family and celebrate with us on Thanksgiving Eve, Wednesday,          
November 24, at 4:00 PM. It will be a joyous celebration of thanksgiving in praise and thanks 
to God for Jesus Christ, and the blessings of life He has so graciously granted to us. 
 
    Your Brother in Christ, 
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NOVEMBER  PRAYERS 

SUNDAY 
Lord, give me the wisdom to focus not on the distractions of the moment, but on the priorities that matter. 
Give me also the wisdom to know what my priorities are. Father, guide my thoughts and guard my heart. 
 Luke 12:34: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”(NIV) 
 
MONDAY-  
Lord when you led me to Jesus my Savior, You changed me. Let me share the Lord’s message with my 
friends, family and with the world. Help me to tell them of the gift of grace You give. To change is a joyous 
leap that is the love of God. You Father, are a God of love, redemption and salvation. I rejoice in the name of 
the Lord.          Colossians 3:3 “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (NIV) 
 
TUESDAY 
Lord, I do not know what the day will bring, but I do know that this is the day You have made. Help me to 
put behind yesterday and any unkind word or deed that came my way. May I move forward trusting in You 
and Your promises, Your forgiveness and live each day in the light of my Lord’s love. 
 
Psalm 100:5: “For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all  
generations.” (NIV) 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Dear Heavenly Father, when I am troubled, You heal me. When I am afraid, You protect and comfort me. 
When I am discouraged, You lift me up. You are my unending source of strength and peace. Lord, when I 
am weak, may Your Spirit turn me toward worshipping You. For I know my life is in Your hands and YOU 
know the plans You have for me. 
 
Psalm 18:2: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” (NIV) 
 
THURSDAY 
Holy Father, we grieve with  the many who have suffered attack and abuse by those who despise Your name. 
We pray for those whose faith is being opposed and whose lives are threatened. Enable them with joy to   
testify of their love for You. May they hold on to the promise of eternal life and that You are with them at all 
times.     Isaiah 40:31 “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength” (NIV) 
 
FRIDAY 
Almighty and everlasting God, this month we celebrate Thanksgiving Day. But Lord help us to remember 
that everyday should be a day of giving You thanks. For You are the giver of all good things. We join You 
today in giving You thanks for our daily blessings. We truly have so many things for which is ours through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Lord Jesus, renew in me thankfulness each day. 
 
Psalm 7:17: “I will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteous ness; I will sing the praises of the name 
of the Lord Most high.”- NIV 
 
SATURDAY 
Gracious Loving Father, there are times I come to You with prayers for my little problems. I feel selfish 
praying for my needs, when there are huge global needs You face. Yet, You remind me You are a mighty 
God who has limitless time and love for each of Your children. Continue to remind me no need is too trivial 
for my God.   
 
1 Peter 3:12: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but 
the face of the Lord is against those who do evil..” (NIV) 
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PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 
Pastoral Vacancy 
 
On Wednesday October 13, 2021, our Church Council, Board of        
Elders and Pastor Blair met with our Florida-Georgia District  President 
Rev Dr. Gregory Walton through zoom to discuss options to assist us 
through the call process. He discussed three types of pastors we could consider to have during this 
transitional period to assist Pastor Blair in serving our congregational needs. 
 

Vacancy Pastor: Usually a retired pastor in the area available to fill in from time to time for the 
weekend worship services. Probably not the same pastor each time depending on        
availability, which does not provide a lot of consistence and is not the best option. 

 
Interim Pastor: Similar to a vacancy pastor, usually a local retired pastor who has time and  

willingness to serve for weekend worship services and maybe 2 or 3 days during the 
week to assist as needed. 

 
Intentional Interim Minister: A retired Lutheran Church Missouri Synod Pastor, trained by  

Synod under the auspices of the National Association of Interim Pastors to help           
Congregation through the transitional period. The IIM will help through five basic  
areas of focus (a) reviewing the history of the congregation – talking through         
disputes, strengths, challenges, and the positive and negatives of past pastors; (b) 
helping grow through changes in lay leadership; (c) defining the identity of the     
congregation; (d)   working with the congregation to strengthen the connection with 
the circuit, district, and synod; (e) helping explore new directions for ministry and 
mission. 

 
Usually the IIM will move to the area and be available full time, as a paid full-time pastor. He is 
here to help is all aspects of the Pastoral position on a temporary basis. He is not suppose to make 
a lot of changes, but can make some changes. He will help us through the changes that would   
happen with any new Pastor. He may give advice on the call process, but is not  necessarily        
involved. 
 
Our District President will provide us with a list of usually three candidates, with their              
qualifications, for us to consider, interview and evaluate to make our choice. The IIM cannot      
become the permanent Pastor and a contract is signed by us and him stating we agree to that.  
 
After that meeting with President Walton, our Council and Elders discuss the options and arrived 
at a unanimous decision that calling an Intentional Interim Minister (IIM) is our best option for 
this transitional period and to recommend to our Trinity Congregation to proceed with this         
recommendation. 
 
An IIM although a retired LCMS Pastor, is called to serve the Congregation on a full-time basis 
during a transitional period, usually until a new Pastor is called and accepts the call. He will serve 
Trinity along with Pastor Blair in all functions of the our church, conducting worship service, bible 
study, shut-in visitation, outreach, etc. 
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Cottage Meeting 
To provide more detail and answer your questions, we have scheduled 3 Cottage meetings, having 
completed the first two and the 3rd is scheduled for – Tuesday November 9th at 10:30 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall with a light meal be served. If you have not been able to attend one of the 
previous meetings, we encourage you to come to the November 9th meeting for more information 
and discussion. 
 
A Special Congregation Voters Meeting 
 with 3 sessions, is scheduled after Church Services on Saturday November 13th, 2021 after the 4 
PM Service and on Sunday November 14th after the 8 AM Service and also after the 10:30      
Service, all for  the sole purpose of voting on the Church Council Motion to call an             
Intentional  Interim Minister (IIM) to serve Trinity during this transitional period. 
 
President Walton has advised us to be patient, and put the time in up front which will provide   
dividends as we go through the process, which may take 9 – 15 months before the Senior Pastor 
God has chosen to serve Trinity is in place. 
 
Music Director 
During this time of preparing for the search for our music director, we thank those who have    
graciously been providing the music during services by playing the organ and the piano and those 
working with the choir and bells to enhance our worship services with music.  Thank You        
everyone. Our music committee group continues to meet to identify our needs and establish      
requirements in preparation to begin interviewing candidates in the near future.  
 
COVID Guidelines 
 
As the COVID virus continues to be persistent in our area, we ask everyone to be considerate of 
others and if you are not feeling well, even if you think you do not have COVID, or have been 
tested for COVID, but do not have results yet, please stay home so as not to possibly expose     
others. We continue to provide chairs spaced for social distancing in the overflow area for anyone 
attending a church service who does not feel comfortable sitting near others during worship.  
 
Masks continue to be an option and if you feel more comfortable wearing a mask to protect   
yourself or others, please wear one. A supply of masks are available when entering church if you 
would like to wear one. Our Pastor and Communion assistants continue to wear gloves and masks 
while serving to provide another level of caution to those in attendance.   
 
 

2021 Church Officers 
Gilbert Dahnke – President     Carolyn Fortin – Vice President     Pam Bixler – Secretary 

Gary Eckoff – Treasurer     Rusty Ryan – Financial Secretary 
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Covid 19 Booster Clinic 
Sponsored by Walgreens 

Only Pfizer is available currently 
                      

Registration & Appointments must be made ahead of time! 
 

Please go here to setup an appointment: 
  https://wagsoutreach.com/ss/TRI138192 

 

Monday, November 15 in the Fellowship Hall 

 
POINSETTIAS FOR SALE 

 
Poinsettias to enhance our Chancel area for Christmas will 
be sold using a form that will be on the prayer chain and on 
our website. They will go on sale November 7 through 
November 21.  
 
 

Instructions: You can pr int the form and fill it out and place it in the collection plate, or 
send it to office@trinitysummerfield.org, or mail to the church (17330 S US Hwy 
441 Summerfield FL 34491), and you can also call Dorothy Frenz at 352-748-0253 for help     
filling out the form. The price will be $8.00 and you may make the check out to Trinity and in the 
memo line mark it for poinsettias and place in collection plate or bring to the office. For  
questions, please call Dorothy Frenz.  

MEN’S CLUB NEEDS YOU- 
 
 We are in the process of reorganizing our Service Club after a long Covid      
delay and could really use YOUR input.  Won't you please join us Monday,    
November 1 in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 a.m.? 
 
    Questions: Jim Keenan 352-245-4915. 
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The Bookworms will be gathering Wed., Nov. 3 in Room 1 at 1:00 pm to      
discuss "The Push" by Ashley Audr.  This is a great "who-done-it" that 
won't reveal the answer until the very end, so it won't do you any good to 
look ahead at the ending!   

 
Next month we will be reading "The Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell" by Robert                 
Dugoni.  This is a captivating novel about a young boy born with ocular albinism which 
causes his unusual red eyes. Consequently, he is often called "devil boy" and bullied by both 
classmates and even    teachers. You will find this book to show the importance of family, 
friendship, and faith.  Join  us Wed. Dec. 1st in Classroom 1 at 1:00 pm.   Questions: Carol 
Keenan  216-8106 

TRINITY BOOKWORMS 

 
CONGREGATION VOTER'S MEETING 

November 13 & 14  
 

A short voters meeting will be held for the sole purpose of a Congregational Vote to  approve 
calling an Intentional Interim Minister (IIM) to serve Trinity, along with Pastor Blair, in the 
transitional period of our Pastoral Vacancy.  There will be 3 meeting times.   
 

Please attend one of these meetings:   
Saturday, November 13 at 5 PM  or  

Sunday, November 14 at 9 AM and 11:30 AM  
 

Materials for the meeting are in the Library.  

HELP NEEDED TO DECORATE THE CHURCH 
 

Help is needed on Friday, November 26 .  
 
It’s time again to decorate the church and Fellowship Hall for Advent & 
Christmas. Please join us at 9:00 a.m. sharp. Light refreshments will be 
provided. Please sign up in the Narthex in the clipboard area. Thank you.  
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SECRET PRAYER PALS REVEAL... 
 
it's about time to "spill the beans". Please join us at Francesco's Ristorante for 
our Reveal Luncheon, Wednesday, November 10 at 11:00 a.m.  Lunch is on 
your own from the Express Lunch Menu.   
 

RSVP is required prior to November 5 to  
Marilyn DeTizio (352-446-3800), Jane Larson (352-233-9653)  

                             or Patty Talbott (352-561-4952).   

SAVE THE DATE: GROUP 3 ANNUAL PICNIC 
 

Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021,  
12:00 -  3:00 p.m. 

 
Warm Fall greetings!  Our annual Group 3 Picnic (pot luck) will be held Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021,  
12-3pm in Saddlebrook Recreation Center.   
 
Group 3 members living in Alhambra, Belle Aire, Glenbrook, Harmeswood, Piedmont and 
Santiago are welcome.  We extend an invite to the following - Briar Meadow, Calumet Grove, 
Chatham, Polo Ridge, Santo Domingo, Springdale, Tierra Del Sol, & Woodbury. 
 
Please wear your Trinity name tag and show your Village ID.  Hoping to share precious time with 
all of you soon.  If you plan to attend, need additional information, or would be willing to help, 
sign up in the Narthex, email Vita Crain at  villagenotary@aol.com or call 352-454-6468. 

NEW MEMBER BREAKFAST 

 

Everyone is invited Sunday, November 7 to our “New Member/ 50th       
Anniversary Breakfast” in the Fellowship Hall.  During this time we will 

be welcoming our new members, and also honoring those couples celebrating their 50th wedding 
anniversaries  during the year 2020-21.   

We encourage our worshipers attending the 8:00 service to stay afterwards and the 10:30 
attendees plan on arriving early and join us for a bountiful breakfast. We will have tables 
reserved for our new members and anniversary celebrants so they will be easy to locate for    
welcoming and congratulating.   

We look forward to seeing you at this special occasion.  “Therefore receive one another, just as 
Christ also received us, to the glory of God.” Romans 15:7 NKJV 
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  FROM THE BOARD OF  
STEWARDSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The IRA charitable rollover was created in 2006 and made permanent by Congress in 2015. This 
giving plan is available for IRA owners who are over age 70½. It is a direct transfer from an IRA 
to a public charity. (Trinity is a public charity, 501c3) Prior to the IRA charitable rollover, some 
individuals would take withdrawals or MRD’s from their IRAs,  report the distribution as taxable 
income, make a cash gift to charity, obtain the required receipts for charitable gifts over $250 and 
take a deduction on their tax returns if they itemize. Not only was this process rather cumbersome, 
it also resulted in increased  adjusted gross income. With higher income, you may pay more       
income tax on Social Security or pay a higher Medicare Part B premium.  
 
That's why an IRA charitable rollover may be a great option. It can also satisfy the MRD each 
year. The IRA charitable rollover is very simple as any IRA owner who has reached the age of 70½ 
may transfer up to $100,000 per year. The IRA rollover amount is not taxable on your income tax 
return, so there is no need for a tax deduction. You keep the full standard deduction. Your financial 
institution that manages your IRA will be able to set up this process.  
 
 
Example: Judy Takes the Standard Deduction  
 
Judy is a retired nurse and a volunteer for her favorite charity. During her working years, Judy had 
sufficient income and lived a moderate lifestyle. She saved regularly and contributed to her IRA. 
With good investments and tax-free growth, Judy's retirement plan has increased to over $435,000. 
Judy is now age 78, owns her home and has more  income than she needs. Each year she makes a 
gift using her IRA MRD but has to report it as income.  
 
Because she does not report home mortgage interest or have enough other deductions to itemize, 
Judy takes the standard deduction. She has heard about the IRA charitable rollover and wonders if 
that will be a good option to use for her gift. By gifting using the IRA charitable rollover, Judy can 
withdrawal her gift from her IRA, satisfy her MRD for that year and have it sent directly from her 
account where her IRA is held to the charity. Judy will not include this distribution as income on 
her tax form.  
 
Trinity Board of Stewardship encourages the use of this IRA charitable rollover gift for our church 
members with IRA’s. Please consult your IRA administration or agent/broker on use of this       
option. Please keep Trinity in your heart and prayers.  
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  auxiliary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity   Lutheran Church are  members and are 
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,       inspiration and      service.  We invite 

you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with  Gladness”     Psalm 100:2 
our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

 LWML November Meeting 
Tuesday, November 16 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
We are headed into the busy time of our church year, and LWML is no         
exception.   First, we would like to thank all of you who attended the     
Katharina Luther portrayal in October.   We will be sending the profits to the 

Seminary Food Banks in Ft. Wayne, IN and St. Louis, MO.  
 
Our November meeting will be held a week earlier in the month due to Thanksgiving.  We will 
gather in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, Nov. 16th at 1 pm.   We begin with a short devotional 
message from Pastor Blair, followed by our speaker , a business meeting and election of officers for 
2022.    This month, we have invited Haylee Roque, the author of children’s book,  “Ryker has    
Rabies” to join us and talk about her experience when a 6 year old child in her family was  bitten 
and contacted rabies.  It is something for all of us to think about as we are outdoors and near wild 
animals.   We will conclude our meeting with light refreshments and a time for fellowship.   Please 
plan to join us and bring a friend.  
 
In November, we will also be collecting individually wrapped snack items (packaged cookies,    
candy bars, small bags of salty snacks, etc, ) for our “Baskets of Love” project.   We will be         
delivering our gifts of thanks to the EMTs and First Responders at the Mulberry Fire Station and  
also the Weirsdale Fire Station, which are the two departments that would respond to Trinity in the 
event of an emergency.   A basket will be in the room at the back of the Sanctuary the weekends of 
Nov. 6 & 7, and also Nov. 13 & 14.   Those attending our meeting can add  their   donations on the 
16th.    What a wonderful way to say “Thank You” to those who serve.    

  
RED BOOT TEA 

As we look ahead to December, we will begin selling tickets to our Red Boot Tea 
the weekend of Nov. 13 & 14, and will have tickets available through the end of 
the month.  Tickets are $5.  The Red Boot Tea will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 7th at 
1:30 pm in the Fellowship hall.     

 
Our charity for our “Red Boot” donations will be Esther’s House in Fruitland Park.  Someone from 
the organization will join us at our January meeting.  This is a Christian Bible based re-entry       
program for women coming out of prison and houses 5 women during their 12 month counseling &  
re-entry process.  Our Women Helping Women theme for the day will be highlighted by sharing  
personal family holiday traditions and will feature Nativity scenes from members of our             
congregation.  We are still looking for a few more that can be used as table decorations.  Please  
contact Donna Faiella at 845-519-7359   if you would be willing to share yours with us for the 
day.    We also would like a few more ladies to sign up to decorate a Chr istmas table like they 
would for family & guests.     
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  LWML Mite Box Collection 
 
 
The next monthly Mite collection will be on Saturday, November 6th and Sunday, 
November 7th.  Your contributions are very important in supporting many various 

projects/grants.  Three of these are as follows: 
 
 Mercy Medical Care for Tanzania -  Mwadui Lutheran School and Community, $68,182 
 
 Gospel Outreach to Women and Children in Mongolia -  Lutheran Hour Ministries, $100,000  
 
 Spiritual and Physical Food for Children of Peru  -  La Mision Luterana del Peru, $56,750     

 
If a contribution cannot be made at the beginning of the month, it may also be made at  any time 

since the Mite Box is always available in the Narthex.   
 

Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY!   
 

Pillowcase Dress Ministry benefits Mission: Haiti 
 
The LWML of Trinity has supported the work of Mission: Haiti for many years by sending      
pillowcase dresses for their girls.  Since 1999, Mission: Haiti has promoted self-sufficiency    
projects, medical care, nutritional and educational programs as well as health education for    
children and families.  The LCMS FL/GA District has been a partner in their endeavors.   
 
Do you enjoy sewing?  Do you have a few hours each week or month to sew a dress or two? The 
little girls love them!  They are simple to make and all supplies and directions are provided.  Visit 
the “Pillowcase Dress” closet in the hallway leading from Fellowship Hall toward the church   
offices.  Need help? Have questions?  Call Marilyn DeTizio at 352-446-3800. 
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COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
The Trinity Lutheran Church committee on Global Missions works to inspire our fellow      
Christians to spread the Gospel throughout the world by any and all God pleasing methods. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE 
 
Thank You.  Thank You, Thank You for the wonderful response in 
completing Operation    Christmas Child shoeboxes. The Global 
Missions committee appreciates your help in spreading the Gospel 
around the world, especially to hard to reach areas where children 
may learn of Jesus Christ for the first time.  How exciting that will 
be for them.  
 

If you did not get an opportunity to complete a shoebox, you can go online to                            
samaritanspurse.org.  Follow the steps to create an online gift and then track it to its new 
home.  We hope you will continue to pray for this rewarding ministry and the many lives touched 
with Christ's love and hope. 
 
“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written: "They have freely scattered their gifts 
to the poor; their righteousness endures forever." 2 Corinthians 9:8-9  
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MISSIONS SECTION ON TRINITYSUMMERFIELD.COM 
 
 
Check out our updated website with new features and more information on the mission 
work here at Trinity Lutheran. Go to trinitysummerfield.com and select Missions at the top 
of the homepage. Read about the dedicated service of our members and the good work  
happening  locally and around the world.   
 
We would like to thank the members of our congregation for contributing to all of our ministries. 
Our next and final meeting for this year will be on November 15, 2021 in Room 1 at 10:00 am. 
We will not be meeting in December.  All are encouraged and invited to attend.  For more        
information, call or text, 352-598-2048 or email, janandchloe@embarqmail.com. 

 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost.”  Matthew 28:19  
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What is IDOP? 
 
(IDOP) International Day of Prayer will be on November 7, 
2021.  Join in prayer with Christians around the world praying for 
the persecuted church.  International Day of Prayer for Persecuted 

Christians is a special day set aside as a global prayer meeting on behalf of  persecuted    
Christians who stand as a bold witness to Christ on the world's most dangerous mission     
frontiers. 
  
The earnest prayers of the global body of believers testify to the unity found only in Christ.  
May God inspire us as we enter into prayer and fellowship with our persecuted Christian    
family.    
 

“For my house shall be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.” Isaiah 
56:7  

 
 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

From Voice of the Martyrs 
 

The Heart of the Gospel is Forgiveness 
Sabina: Tortured for Christ, The Nazi years 

 
In theatres nationwide Nov. 8-10 only 

 
Sabina: Tortured for Christ, the Nazi Years is the story of how God's love transformed an    
ambitious, atheistic hedonist into one of the greatest Christian women of the 20th century.   
Experience the amazing true story that has redefined the concepts of love and forgiveness for 
millions around the world. 
 
Despite imprisonment and other persecution, Sabina and Richard Wurmbrand faithfully       
advanced the gospel in Romania, abandoning selfish pursuits and obediently surrendering   
daily to Christ.  Following their decades-long ministry work, Sabina and Richard co-founded 
The Voice of the Martyrs. 
 
By choosing to "lose" their earthly lives, sacrificing their comfort and safety in this world, 
they found true life in Jesus Christ.  Today, our persecuted brothers and sisters are finding life 
that counts for eternity at the cost of harassment, imprisonment and even death. 
 
Please pray for our persecuted Christian family members who chose to walk this path in     
obedience to Christ. 
 

 “For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it.” Matthew 16:25  
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No Easy Answers: Part 11 
 

One of the things I enjoy is sitting on a bench either in a park or especially in a mall to watch and listen to 
people. It is especially delightful at the most joyous time of the year (Christmas) and to listen to the            
conversations between parents and children. I am amazed at how many times I hear parents tell children that if 
they do not behave and stop acting out, that Santa will not bring them anything. What I find strange is that the 
child’s behavior, more than likely, has not changed from the previous years, and he or she has heard the    
warnings many times over and they never materialize. Why do parents act this way? 
 
 Because of my curious nature and my fondness for people watching, I happened to be in the right place 
and at the right time to see, what I would call a very unwise situation develop. It began when a pickup truck 
pulled into a strip mall, and they stopped to talk to someone in a parked car. Cars were backing up, and finally 
someone blew their horn to announce their displeasure. It that point, a middle-aged woman stepped forward 
and started mouthing off to the person who had blown their horn. Next thing I hear is, she is calling the person 
out and as the they drive away, she salutes them with one finger.  
 
 The driver drives away and finds a parking spot in the next lane over. He gets out of his car and the 
woman who called him out, invites him to come over to where she is standing, and they will have a            
conversation. The man declines the invitation by stating there are three other men with her, and he is not so 
inclined to put himself in such danger. (I must stop here a second and state that in my opinion the three men, 
based on their physical appearance were not much of a threat.) So, the woman started walking toward him, 
calling him names, and making loud pronouncements of what she was going to do to him if he laid a hand on 
her. 
 
 As the two met, the man turned his body so that his right shoulder was facing her left and crossed his 
arms on his chest. Immediately, I knew that whoever this person was, he had had professional training, and if 
the woman chose to engage in combat, she was placing her life in grave danger. The man listened to her      
insults for a little longer, and when he had heard enough, he moved into action. His first move was to raise his 
left arm a little freeing his right hand. He then with incredible speed made a fist, swung his fist so that the back 
of his hand would have landed on the bridge of the woman’s nose, and then brought his fist down under the 
women’s nose and swung it upward. The woman for the first time said nothing, and for the first time the man 
spoke. He told her that while she was spewing her anger and venom, he could, if he so desired, have broken 
her nose and driven it into her brain ending her life. He then quietly walked away. 
 
 Meanwhile, the three men were busy shouting verbal abuse at the man and calling the police. The man 
still said nothing but walked into the Chinese restaurant. A few minutes later he appeared. By that time so had 
the police. As the man walked back to his vehicle, a policeman started to approach him to engage in a        
conversation. The two men stood face to face about a foot and a half apart. Once again, the man placed his 
arm across his chest in a non-threating position. You could see that the police noticed the move and removed 
his hand from his weapon. I walked closer to hear the conversation. The policeman was reading the man the 
riot act, and stated he could arrest him for whatever. The man listened and said nothing. After the policeman 
was finished the man looked at him and spoke. If I was as violent as you say and think that I am, do you not 
think yourself in danger? The policeman smiled and said not from you.  
 
 The man was just a little over six feet. The shirt he wore told me that this guy goes to the gym on a  
regular basis. The structure of his arms told me that he was sound of body. The policeman was shorter and a 
little pudgy. When the man spoke again, he said to the policeman that if he was the kind of individual that   
enjoyed bringing pain and harm to others, he would be happy to demonstrate on him. The policeman laughed 
and said: “Ya right.” The man began to tell the policeman all his areas of vulnerability. The jaw of the police 
officer dropped, and his eyes popped wide open. The man ended the conversation by picking up the bag of 
food, turning to the police officer he said; “You are trained to restrain, I on the other hand am trained to kill.” 
Then he walked to his truck, opened the door and drove away.   
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 Neither one of the two antagonistic individuals in this story knew anything about the individual they 
thought so little of. Which is sad. One had no training and the other, maybe a little. Both of their training put 
together would not have equaled one day’s worth of training for their opponent.  
 
 There is a story in the Bible that I would like to relate to the above. It is found in the fifth chapter of 
Joshua. It starts in the thirteenth verse. The Hebrew children are by Jericho preparing for battle. The men 
have been circumcised and they have healed. The Passover has been celebrated and they are now eating the 
fruits of the promised land, and they no longer have manna. They were now poised and ready to go forward 
into the land that God had promised to their forefathers. 
 
 One day, Joshua the Commander in Chief if the Hebrew army was out near Jericho when he spotted a 
man with a drawn sword standing opposite him. I can imagine Joshua drawing his sword to challenge the 
man. The story tells us that Joshua went to him and asked a question; “Are you for us, or against us.” Or as 
one translation puts it, are you our adversary?  I believe the man standing there looked at Joshua and just 
smiled. Then after he paused for effect, he looked at Joshua and asked him; “Do you know who I am?” To 
that question Joshua had to answer, “no.” The man then informed Joshua that he was the Commander in 
Chief of the armies of God. He further stated that he was there to go before them in battle and to lead them. 
Joshua did the smart thing by falling on his face and did as his Commander in Chief instructed.  
 
 The rest of the story, as they say, is history. I am seventy-three years old and have been fighting     
battles all my life. My mother tells me that it started at birth, as I did not want to come out of the womb. She 
states that I fought a good fight, but she was going to push me out no matter what. I fought battles growing 
up. I fought battle after battle trying to please my father, and finally realized one day that he had died thirty 
years earlier, and I could lay down the baggage I had been carrying around all those years. I fought battles in 
the army just to stay alive. When I was in seminary, I would do battle with the authors of the books I had to 
read. One day I wised up and came to the realization that was an argument I would never win. The worst  
battles I ever fought were with church members who always wanted their own way. I never won, and neither 
did the church. We both have stab wounds in our backs to prove it.     
 
 Now, I do not claim to know and will never know all the battles you have had to fight in your life; but 
I do know this, and it has taken me a while to learn it. It is this, that when you ask God to send the          
Commander in Chief of His Armies before you and to fight your battles, He will do so. God will not send a 
rag-tag group of undisciplined vagabonds to fight your battles. No. He will send the equivalent of the U.S. 
Navy Seals or the U.S. Army Special Forces, battle hardened, tested, and proven. Why? Because God is not 
interested in giving our adversary a slap on the wrist and sending him to his room for timeout. God wants 
him out of our lives forever, and one day it will happen.  Until then, go to the gym and work out (in other 
words read your Bible, daily). Pray that when you choose to do battle with our adversary, that God will    
prepare you (put on the whole armor of God). And, finally, ask God to provide the wisdom to know when to 
engage and when to call in the support troops (God’s Army). 
 

One of my favorite endings  is taken from the television show Hill Street Blues. At the end of the 
morning briefing the Sargent would always say; “Be careful and stay safe out there.” Good advice for real 
life, too.   

 
 

 
-Doug Mussey: Chair; Board of Christian Education.         
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SCRAPPY QUILTERS    
     
The Scrappy Quilters have been blessed 10 fold since I wrote last. During our meeting one 
Friday, we received a call from a woman who was cleaning out her parent's home. Her mother 
was a sewer and had quite a stash of fabric! She brought a carload of fabric to my house! I 
kept 40 bolts of fabric to use for quilt backs and shared several boxes  of the smaller pieces 
with the 3 other sewing charities I am involved with.  I asked her how she had found out about 

our ministry and she said someone   from Rettinger's who assessed the antiques in her parent's estate had told her of 
a sewing group at Trinity Lutheran that sewed many things for charities.  We are still scratching our heads to try to 
figure out how someone at Rettinger's knew about us!? If you are the angel from Rettinger's- Thank you! 
 
        Just this week Julia Mack got a call from a woman in her community who wanted to donate several containers 
of high end quilting fabrics to our group! What a blessing! It felt like Christmas sorting it all out! Also this last week 
I put the word out to the sewers at Operation Shoebox  Sewing Room and Dolls from the Heart about our intention 
to sew ponchos for the girls of the Ocala National Forest, asking them if they would like to contribute some polar 
fleece  to the cause.. In the past, they had been supportive of the Christmas stocking projects we had done. Due to 
reduced storage space, we can no longer do the Christmas stocking project.  They responded very generously       
donating cash to purchase the fabric needed and some doing the shopping themselves. We now have enough fleece 
to make over 50 ponchos! I am overwhelmed by the generosity! 
 
         Since I wrote last we have had quite a few quilts distributed to members who had memorial services at Trinity. 
Pam Bixler set up a table with quilts to select from in the fellowship hall the day Trinity honored the memory of 
those who had gone to our Lord during the COVID shutdown. It was well received. Also this month 10 walker bags 
were taken to the welcome center to give to members who need them. If you have a walker or wheel chair please 
feel free to stop by the welcome center and pick one out. If you have a friend who could use one you are most     
welcome to take one for them as well. 20 quilts also went out to the Marion County Police department. 9 or more 
floor pillows have gone out to G. G.'s house for the use of people who live in the Ocala National Forest.  
 
        We have been very busy assembling quilts for Veterans who will be attending the Honor Fight in early 
April.  We will need 65+ quilts and are well on our way to meeting that goal. We recently had a delayed delivery of 
much needed batting and needed to suspend assembly of the quilts until the batting came in.  We did not waste any 
time during that delay! We spent our time cutting out massive amounts of drawstring bags for G.G.'s house for their 
Christmas give away. In addition, this month we sewed 12 armbands in patriotic fabric to be worn by those running 
the Veteran's day event at Trinity 
 
Another blessing this month came in the form of a new Scrappy Quilter member. We welcome Gayle who recently 
moved here from Colorado. Julia met her and struck up a conversation with her at a Bible Study in Del Webb. 
Turned out her and her husband had recently visited Trinity and one of the retirement goals was to sew for a charity! 
I just love how God takes care of or every need! 
 
        Please keep our ministry in your prayers.  If you have need or know someone who has the need for the comfort 
a quilt brings please feel free to sign one out. The closet is located in the fellowship hall under the stairs. There is a 
notebook on one of the shelves with the quilts with a simple entry form to fill out. You just need to write down who 
is receiving it and who is delivering it. Taking a moment to do this helps greatly with our records.  Blessings to all! 
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Questions or comments? 
 Know someone that could use the com-

fort of a quilt or needs a walker bag?  
email - suelehota@gmail.com     
call or text me at (330) 414-8406 
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SECRET PRAYER PALS 
 
All women of Trinity are invited to participate in this very rewarding ministry.  
It’s simple to enroll…..just complete the form on the next page and return to  
Marilyn DeTizio, 2284 Wade Meadow Lane, The Villages, FL 32162 prior to   
December 1, 2021.  Forms are also available at the Welcome Center. 
 
So how does this all work?  Once your form is received, you will be assigned to 

another woman of Trinity to pray for throughout the year.  Our committee will make the assignment 
for you.  During the year, you may pray for your Secret Prayer Pal        regularly…..incorporating 
any special needs recorded on her form.  You may also like to send cards: for her birthday, wedding 
anniversary, holiday greetings or just for “thinking of you”.  Small,        inexpensive gifts may also 
be given for a special occasion.  But most of all, remember to never     reveal your identity until the 
special reveal luncheon in December 2022. 
 
In mid-December, the committee will send information on your assigned Secret Prayer Pal for 2022 
along with further information on how to make this a rewarding experience for both of you. 
 
“Sometimes all it takes is just one prayer to change everything”- anonymous 

    

THANK YOU FROM ST. THERESA’S  
 

“Humor” 
A sense of humor is a gift from God.  Laughter unites us.  Funny things help us 
get through the humdrum of life.  Without humor Life would be a lot harder. Give 
me a soul that knows not boredom, grumblings,  sighs and laments, nor excess of 
stress, because of that obstructing thing called “I”.  Grant me, O Lord, a sense 
of good humor.  Allow me the grace to be able to take a joke to discover in life a 
bit of joy, and be able to share it with others.-St. Thomas More 
 

These are words and thoughts of life as we see it today with Covid, unemployment woes, financial 
hardships and hunger for those less fortunate.  You our donors and volunteers, have provided our 
Ministry for those in need for the Month of September 4,577 Soup Kitchen Meals and 1,958 family 
members pantry food.  Our total guest count was 6,535 for the Month which includes 2,447 meals 
for the homebound.  We often feel our contribution to Jesus is meager, but “He” can use and      
multiply whatever we give Him….our talents, time or treasure. 
 
God Bless all of You…..Mary Ann Gricar, Food Service Manager 
                                        St. Theresa’s Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry 
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2022 
Trinity Lutheran Church Secret Prayer Pals 

Sponsored by LWML 
 

All women (seasonal or full time) are invited to participate. 
Complete the form below and return by December 1, 2021 to: 

 
Marilyn DeTizio, 2284 Wade Meadow Lane, The Villages 32162 

  
Name:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
  

Summer Address______________________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 For months of:________________________________________________________ 
 

Your Birthday: ____________________  Favorite Color:______________________ 
 
Name of Spouse:___________________  Favorite Flower:_____________________ 
 
Wedding Anniversary:_______________  Favorite Candy:______________________ 
 
Number of children:________________  Coffee or Tea? ______________________
  
Number of grandchildren:____________ 
 
Hobbies/Special Interests: 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Special Prayer  
Requests:________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please provide the following information in case we need to contact you.  This is used only for    
administrative purposes.  Thank you! 
 

NAME:_________________________________   

PHONE NUMBER:_________________________  

EMAIL:_________________________________ 
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HELP NEEDED for 2022 
 

 
The Community of Gratitude Emergency Food Center is located in 
Ocklawaha, Florida. This pantry plays an active role in supporting 
the community by offering canned and dry groceries, fresh fruits 

and vegetables, and frozen meats to families in need in the local community. For many years the 
Trinity Lutheran congregation has taken part in supporting the mission at the heart of the           
Community of Gratitude with both food and financial support. As we continue to help feed local 
families in need, please drop off your food donations in the Narthex on Saturday or Sunday and   
volunteers will deliver them to the food center during the week. 

 
The 2022 list for signing up to deliver food to the Community of 
Gratitude is now posted in the information area of the Narthex. The 
food donations are normally picked up on Tuesdays and delivered to the 
Community of Gratitude during the open hours (1000-1200) on 
Tuesdays. If you care to contr ibute financially, donations may be 
sent directly to P.O. Box 2021, Ocklawaha, FL 32183. For more          

information, contact Jim and/or Nancy Steinmark at 352-299-0606. 

 
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING SPECIAL   OFFERING 
FOR THE COMMUNITY OF GRATITUDE (COG)- 

 
The Board of Human Care is again sponsoring our annual Thanksgiving Donation 

in support of the Community of Gratitude Food Pantry. Donations will end on Sunday, November 
21. 
 
The donations may be in the form of cash or check. Checks should be made out to Trinity        
Lutheran Church and in the memo line indicate Community of Gratitude Thanksgiving Food  
Donation. 



If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have       

comments or suggestions, please email us 
at staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

December 2021 Newsletter is  
** Monday, November 15th** 

MEMORIALS  
 
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the 
following:   
  Lyle Hoffmeister 
 Betty Giertz 

DON’T FORGET! 
 

SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK  
 

On November 6 before  
you go to sleep!!!!  
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FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON 
 
We invite you to come and join your Trinity family and friends at the 
“FRIENDSHIP LUNCHEON” on Saturday, November 27th.  We meet at the 
Oakwood Restaurant, 860 S. HWY 27-441, Lady Lake at 10:50 am. Our 
luncheons are held on the 4th Saturday of each month unless noted           
differently.   
 

For planning purposes, please look for the yellow sign-up sheet in the narthex clip board area by 
the water fountains. If unable to attend after placing your name or didn’t have an opportunity to 
place your name on the sheet, please Joan or Ken Herro (414) 630-0572 or (414) 630-1820.    
 
 As always, we look forward to seeing new and familiar faces.  The luncheon is a great way to 
gather for good food, great fellowship and make a new Trinity friend.    
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 

October 18, 2021 
 
Present were:  Gil Dahnke, Carolyn Fortin, Pam Bixler, Gary Eckoff, Rusty 

Ryan, Doug Mussey, Chuck Wilt, Jerry Iseler, Patti Paxton, Dennis Esch, Jeff Bixler, Jill Esposito 
and Pastor Blair Clark.  Minutes of the September 21, 2021 Council meeting were approved via   
e-mail on September 24, 2021. 
 
PASTOR REPORTS:  Pastor Blair reported that the worship services continue in-person,   
snowbirds are returning, and the choir is back with Jan Garner leading and Judy Hall                 
accompanying.  They are both doing a great job.  Pastor is working with Men’s Club to help     
revitalize that organization.  New member class is going well. 
 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:  Jill Esposito distributed the report. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Gary Eckoff reviewed the September 2021 report.  Chuck Wilt 
made the following MOTION:  Council shall accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented.    
Dennis Esch seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Update on Pastoral Vacancy and Joint Elder/Council Meeting:  Gil Dahnke 
and Carolyn Fortin gave presentations regarding the IIM, after the services last weekend.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
President Dahnke presented the dates for the remainder of 2021 and the first half of 2022.  These 
are not set in stone, and can be added to or changed – just let him know.   
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Christian Education:  Doug Mussey has contacted his Board about continuing as members and 
is trying to get things up and running again.   
 
Elders: The Elders asked Chuck to bring to the Council’s attention that Dave and Barb          
Anderson, a well-known gospel singing group, have asked if we would host them on January 16, 
2022 as they tour Florida.  This is a fund-raising tour for a Canyon Retreat they are sponsoring.  
They would require a $300 fee and are requesting a free will offering plus payment of minimal 
expenses.  As the Elders are not in a position to host this event, they would like to know if any of 
the Boards would take this on. Patti Paxton agreed to provide finger food prior to the event, and 
Jerry Iseler will talk with his Board about advertising this event to the public. 
 
Chuck Wilt moved: MOTION: Council shall approve hosting Dave and Barb Anderson event 
on January 16, 2022 at 6:00 PM, with finger foods in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 5:00 
PM.  Patti Paxton seconded. Motion carried. 
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Elders hope to have the member contact information available at the next meeting.  
The Music Director Team is making good progress. They are in the final stages of 
completing the Job Description and will soon start advertising.  Also, the team is 
close to finalizing the interview questions which can continue as candidates'      
resumes are received. 
 
Evangelism:  J erry Isler reported Veterans’ Day Event will be postponed.  They are looking at 
some dates in May 2021. 
 
Fellowship:  Patti Paxton reported there will be light meals after each of the upcoming cottage 
meetings.  November 4th is Orientation for New Members.  Each Board Member is asked to be 
there to speak to the New Members.  November 7th is the Breakfast and 50th Anniversary       
Celebration.  Dennis would like to see the New Member Orientation format updated, and not 
have each Board Chair speak, but rather, have one speaker talk about each Board. 
 
Stewardship:  No report. 
 
Trustees:  (Copy attached.)  
 
Pastor Blair has received a request to start a monetary in-gathering for the Community of     
Gratitude to help them prepare for the Thanksgiving/Holiday season.  Gary Eckoff suggested 
that we might find some Mission money to help them.  Jerry Iseler agreed. 
 
Chuck Wilt moved: MOTION:  Council shall support a monetary in-gathering to support the 
Community of Gratitude, Ocklawaha, as the Thanksgiving/Holiday season approaches.  This 
would take place on the last weekend of October and the first two weekends of November.  
Gary Eckoff seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Doug Mussey pointed out that at the 10:30 service a few weeks ago there was no one to lead in 
songs and they seemed difficult for the congregation to follow.  He suggests that if there is no 
choir, we should have a song leader.  Pastor Blair and the Elders are working on it with our    
current musical vacancy.  
 
Carolyn Fortin expressed concern about internet security in regards to electronic giving.  Dennis 
Esch explained that the current Give Plus web site, with password protection, is secure.   An   
individual’s Give Plus account should only be edited by the owner of that account.  If requests 
are received by the Financial Secretary, he suggests the individual be contacted via phone to   
resolve the issue with the member editing their own account. 
 
The next Council meeting will be November 16th at 1:30 PM in Room 3.  Jeff Bixler moved to 
adjourn.  Gary Eckoff seconded.  Meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pam Bixler                                                                                     Approved via e-mail 
Recording Secretary               October 22, 2021   



Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web:  
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

Saturdays  

 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays  

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

Come & Learn With Us 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m. 

Set Clocks back on November 7 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Wednesday, November 24 

 at 4:00 PM 

Veterans Day is November 11 


