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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

 ELECTION RESULTS 

 

As you read this, election politics and positioning are in full force for America. For those who don’t 
know Jesus, this is about as important as it gets. Whoever gets elected, the future of our country will be 
affected. If you don’t know or trust God, all bets are off as you wait to see what direction the winds of 
change will blow. I happened to be in California on election night four years ago and heard one person 
talking as though the world was coming to an end. It didn’t. I suspect it won’t after this election, either, 
unless it is God’s choice and timing. 

 

How did we get to where we are today? It’s tempting to go back to the Garden of Eden for the answer 
because, ultimately, all of our trials and troubles today are a result of sin. But instead, think back to the 
days of Israel’s prophet Samuel. The Israelites wanted to be like the other nations around them; they 
wanted a king. It was not a rejection of Samuel; it was ultimately a rejection of God Himself, who spoke 
His will through Samuel. God granted the request with the warning that if their king did not follow God, 
the people must not follow him. They agreed. Their memories proved to be very short, however, because 
from that time on, they followed their kings whether those kings followed God or not. Predictably, when 
their kings followed God, their nation was blessed, and when they didn’t, they suffered. 

 

Fast forward to our day, and God has been taken off the ballot. It’s become so bad that to mention Christ 
and faith is considered inappropriate by the majority of Americans today. What is the result of all of 
this? Sadly, I believe we’ve seen the results on many levels today, as America’s morals and influence 
decline. What is in store for America? No one but God knows, but I hope that all who are Christian will 
pray fervently in repentance for our country and with pleas for God’s mercy and renewal. 

 

Until this world ends, there will be many leaders, many “parties” and many opposing viewpoints. That’s 
guaranteed in a sinful world. There will be many forms of government, each claiming superiority and, 
ultimately, failing. But the election results are in. God tells us that, through faith in Jesus, He has 
“elected” us for an eternity of glory that will make the difficulties of this life disappear in joy. There will 
be no recount on this election. If you trust in Jesus as your Savior, you are chosen to be His for eternity. 
And that election carries with it the promise that, though you may not see it clearly now, God is working 
all things out for your ultimate benefit. 

 

If I were not a believer in Jesus Christ, I would be really worried about where our country and its future 
are headed. I’m still concerned, don’t misunderstand, but I can still live my life in confidence and peace 
because the election results are already in, and I know that I belong to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
May that certainty comfort you no matter who gets elected to a position of power in this earthly country! 

 

Overwhelming grace keep you! 
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NOVEMBER  PRAYERS 
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SAVE THE DATE - GROUP 3 PICNIC 
 

Where:  Chatham Recreation Center (note change from last 
year) 
 
What:   Annual Pot-Luck Picnic 
 

         When:   Saturday, Nov 14, 2020, 1-4pm 
 
Who:  Members from neighborhoods in Group 3 - Allhambra, BelleAire, Glenbrook, 
 Harmeswood, Piedmont, & Santiago,  We extend our invite to members from Group 2 
- Chatham, Calumet Grove,  and Group 5 - DeAllenda, DelaVista, Rio Ranchero, Freedom 
Point, Palo Alto, Santo Domingo and Tierra Del Sol 
 
Please note we are currently under COVID-19 and must abide by all restrictions imposed.   
 
If you plan to join us (and we hope you do), please sign up on the Narthex board or contact  
Vita A. Crain - 352-454-6468, or email villagenotary@aol.com 

 

Joint Group 9 & 10, ALL 
VILLAGES SOUTH OF STATE 
ROAD 44 GROUP PICNIC:  
 
 Saturday, Nov. 7th at Sterling Heights Rec. Center, Park Picnic 
Area from 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  The evening will give you the 

chance for socializing, visiting with Trinity members, which due to the Covid, kept us apart for 
some time. You may play one of the Recreation outside games if you want to.   
 
This Event is free but we ask that you bring your own food and drink.   
 
We will follow the Covid guidelines. Please let us know if you’re planning on joining your fellow 
Trinity Members by calling Joyce Mussey 703-731-4910 by November 1st.  
 
Villages for Group 9: (Buttonwood, Duval, Hemmingway, Liberty Park, Pennecamp, Poinciana, St. 
Charles, St. James, Sunset Pointe, & Tamarind Grove.) 
 
 Group 10: (Charlotte, Collier, Dunedin, Fernandina, Gilchrist, Hillsborough, LaBelle, Lake  
Deaton, Osceola Hills, Osceola Hills at Lake Deaton, Pine Ridge, Pine Hills, Pinellas, & Sanibel).  
 
All Villages South of Hwy 44 to Village of Fenney. 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are  members and are 
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,      inspiration and service.  We invite you 
to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”     
Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

 

LWML MITE COLLECTION 
 
The next Mite Collection will be on Saturday, October 31st and Sunday, November 1st.  Your  

contributions are very important in supporting many various mission projects/grants.   
 

One example is as follows: 
Mission Outreach for At-Risk Young Women in Africa  -  $100,000  
Through Lutheran Hour Ministries ministry centers, programs are offered which provide a powerful force to 
physically and spiritually change the lives of young women.  The purpose of this grant is to provide           
rehabilitation and counseling for young women arrested for prostitution or small crimes.  Bible studies are 
offered for those women expressing a desire to reform and connect them with the church.   
 

Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY! 

-NOVEMBER MEETING - 
November 17 at 1:00 p.m.  

 
November is the month where we tend to focus more on how thankful we are 
for our blessings.   Even during the difficulties many of us have faced during 
2020, we continue to be grateful for all that our Lord has provided for us and 
our families. 

  
 We will be meeting a week earlier in the month due to Thanksgiving.   All women of the    
congregation are invited to join us on Tuesday,  Nov. 17th at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
for a program presented by Rebecca Teston from The Haven of Lake & Sumter Counties.    
 
 The Haven provides shelter and necessities to abused and battered women and their children. 
Instead of bringing items for an “in gathering” collection, we are asking that gift cards from WalMart 
or Sams Club  be purchased for their continuing needs.   If you cannot attend the meeting, and would 
still like to participate, you can put your gift card in the L.W.M.L. Mite Box in the Narthex, or send it 
to the church office marked “LWML”.   
 
 In addition to our program, we will also have a short business meeting and devotional message 
from Pastor Blair.  There will be no refreshments served, but you are welcome to bring your own 
bottle of water if you desire.   We will continue following the safe distancing guidelines and ask   
everyone to wear a mask to the meeting.   The agenda, minutes and Treasurer’s report will be 
emailed to attendees in advance.    
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   FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

I want to say something about the spirituality debate.  
 
You don't believe in God? Fine. Why is it so important for many of you to mock those of us that do? 
If we're wrong, what have we lost when we die? Nothing! How does our believing in Jesus bring you 
any harm? You think it makes me stupid? Gullible? Fine. How does that affect you? If you're wrong 
your consequence is far worse. 
 
I would rather live my life believing in God and serving Him, and find out I was right, than not be-
lieve in Him and not serve Him, and find out I was wrong. Then it's too late. There's no shame in my 
game! I believe in Jesus Christ. He said deny me in front of your friends & I will deny you in front of 
my Father. HE'S COMING BACK…Greatest man in history, had no servants, yet they called him 
Master.  
 
Had no degree, yet they called him Teacher. Had no medicines, yet they called him Healer. He had no 
army, yet kings feared Him. He won no military battles, yet He conquered the world. He committed 
no crime, yet they crucified Him. He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today.  
 

His name is Jesus. 
 

-Submitted by Dennis Esch 
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IT'S TIME TO RESUME BIBLE STUDY! 
 
GOD'S TOP TEN-Beginning Nov. 1, we'll be offering Bible study once again! At 
9:15 a.m., in the Sanctuary at church, we' ll be studying GOD'S TOP TEN,    
taking a new look at the Ten Commandments and emphasizing the direction and 
power they offer to the Christian, set free by the blood of Christ. 

 
This Bible study will also be LIVE STREAMED at 9:15 prior to the streaming of our church 
service each Sunday. Whether here at church or online, we hope you' ll take advantage of this 
opportunity to grow stronger and deeper through the Word! 

 
JESUS CALLING. Also starting Nov. 1 at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Paul 
Stieber will again be leading the discussion as we study a weekly devotional from     
Sarah Young’s book “Jesus Calling”. Bring your mask, energy, and interest. Written 
lessons will be provided for you to follow and make notes on. Each week is new so feel 
free to come as you are able. I have missed this brotherly and sisterly love and sharing 

which defines Trinity! Hope to see you there!  
 

 
NEW MEMBER CLASS Begins November 2nd! New to Tr inity? Interested in 
the basics of the Christian faith? In need of a refresher? On Monday Nov. 2nd we'll 
be offering our new member class, looking at the major teachings of Scripture and 
applying them to our lives. We invite you to join us in the Fellowship Hall at 4:00 
p.m. DO YOU KNOW OF FRIENDS OR NEIGHBORS who need to hear the 

Good News? Invite them to our class, and plan to make it easy for them by  attending with them! 
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ADORATION IN MOTION  

 
Adoration in Motion Worship Dance Ministry is slowly getting back to work in their outreach ministry!  
 
During the church shut down this summer, we decided to utilize the 'down time' by exercising and   
practicing outside in the fresh air, in the mornings.  We had to be creative to find places that had plenty 
of space for us to keep socially distanced, but still close enough to practice our various choreographies.  
 
 
Even though we had humidity or breezes to deal with, we tried to do the best we could to keep moving 
and stay active so we can continue to stay ready and agile in serving the Lord! 
 
And it paid off!  We recently had the opportunity to do a special presentation at a local church recently  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please keep us in prayer as we prepare for a couple of Christmas presentations in December-- one 
at a Christian Women's Bible Study and the other as part of a community outdoor Christmas program. 



From the TLC committee on Global Missions, Board of Evangelism 
  
Around the world, at least 260 million Christians face persecution for 
their faith. 
  

The International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (often abbreviated as IDOP) is an             
observance within the Christian calendar in which congregations pray for Christians who are persecuted for 
their faith. It falls on the first Sunday of November, within the liturgical period of Allhallowtide, which is 
dedicated to remembering the martyrs and saints of Christianity. The International Day of Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church is observed by many Christian denominations, with over 100,000 congregations        
honoring the day worldwide. Congregations focus on "praying for individuals, families, churches, or   
countries where Christians are facing hard situations. 
  
Please join us in prayer for these Christians on November 1st and every day of the year. 
  
WHAT IS PERSECUTION 
Persecution is any hostility experienced as a result of one’s identification with Christ. This can include  
hostile attitudes, words and actions towards Christians. 
 
A LESS TOLERANT, MORE DANGEROUS WORLD FOR CHRISTIANS 
Christianity continues to disappear from Iraq and Syria due to conflict and instability. Almost nine years of 
civil war in Syria and years of conflict in Iraq continue to devastate Christian communities. 
  
In Iraq, where Christians had numbered 1.5 million before 2003, they are now around 202,000 – an 87% 
reduction within one generation. Some have trickled back to rebuild their homes, mainly in the Nineveh 
Plain, but their return is complicated by security, education, health and employment difficulties. Iranian-
backed Shiite militias continue to threaten, harass and intimidate Christians. 
  
Syria presents a more complex picture. Of the pre-conflict Christian population of 2.2 million, it is          
estimated that around 744,000 remain. There continues to be fuel, water and food shortages, as well as 
meager medical facilities, and education and employment opportunities. The Syrian Christian population 
remains either largely displaced inside the country, or as refugees outside it. 
  
The Turkish incursion into north-eastern Syria has directly affected 40,000 or more Christians in the     
principally Kurdish region. All these factors are key to fast disappearing Christianity in the region 
.  
MAKING THE PLIGHT OF PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS PUBLIC 
  
A case can be made that today there are more Christians in China than members of the Communist Party. 
They appear to threaten the President and government because they worship a higher power than him and 
the Party. In order to impose surveillance on the estimated 90 million Christians, China has stepped up their 
use of biometric technology and artificial intelligence. 
  
Increasingly, churches are forced to install cameras and facial-recognition technology where congregants 
are required to queue for facial-recognition checks. A Social Credit System (SCS), by which authorities 
plan to rate everyone to reward good citizenship and punish bad, is being tested out now. With a new law 
for mandatory facial recognition to buy a phone, and internet use to be linked to the SCS, Christians will 
find it increasingly hard to keep a low profile. 
 
In India too, biometric-based systems continue to make progress. The Indian government is due to          
introduce a national facial-recognition system, which it says will facilitate police work. But the technology 
has been shown to be inaccurate in identifying darker-skinned people and those from ethnic minorities, and 
it carries the risk of institutionalizing systemic discrimination. Christians are concerned about further      
targeting as a result.  From opendoorsusa.org 
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We wish to thank all of you during these trying times, who this 
year, so generously gave your time to deliver food to the       
Community of Gratitude’s Emergency Food Bank located at 
13335 Volkmann Avenue, Ocklawaha.  
 
It is now time to begin planning for 2021. This is a call for  

volunteers to deliver donated food items beginning in January. Due to all the changes brought 
about by the Covid-19 virus, for the time being, the volunteer sign-up sheet will not be located in 
the church narthex but can be found in the church administrative office. We request that you drop by 
the office and select a month to deliver the food items or call me at 352-299-0606 and I will assign 
you the month that you request. I thank all of you in advance for your help in extending our mission 
to the Community of Gratitude. There will be additional information in the December issue of The 
Tidings. 

 
The Community of Gratitude would welcome any and all volunteers 
to assist in the "packing" and the delivery of the filled boxed to  
awaiting vehicles. The need is especially impor tant dur ing the         
holiday seasons, beginning with November deliveries and extending 
through Christmas into the New Year." The days and times are Tuesday 
and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 1:00 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. Volunteers may directly contact the Community of Gratitude Director and/or Jim      
Steinmark for any information, or you may just drive to the facility at the posted times to begin your 
voluntary services.  
  
Any questions may be referred to the Executive Director, Mr. Robert Belding-Miller at (336) 624-
8827 or Jim Steinmark at (352) 299-0606. 
 

 
POINSETTIAS FOR SALE 

Poinsettias to enhance our Chancel area for Christmas. Because of the virus 
we will not be able to sell as we usually do instead a form will be on the 
prayer chain and on our website. They will go on sale November 1 

through November 23.   

 
Instructions: You can pr int the form and fill it out and place it in the collection plate, or  send it 
to office@trinitysummerfield.org, or mail to the church (17330 S US Hwy 441  Summerfield FL 
34491), and you can also call Dorothy Frenz at 352-748-0253 for help filling out the form. The price 
will be $8.00 and you may make the check out to Trinity and in the memo line mark it for     
poinsettias and place in collection plate or bring to the office. Thank You for your help with this as 
we would like to keep things as normal as we can. For questions please call Dorothy Frenz.  
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Since November is the month of Thanksgiving let me begin by thanking God for all the willing workers 
who share their God given talents and give freely of their time to make the many items we distribute to 
bless others. Thanks also to all those who have donated fabrics and other sewing odds and ends  which 
bring us new inspiration for projects.  The Scrappy Quilters are also thankful that we can meet again at 
our regularly scheduled time on Fridays from noon- 3:00. We would be most thankful to have you join 
us! We have many projects waiting for willing hands and you do not need to be a skilled sewer to help!  
 
      This month we have distributed  24 floor/ pet pillows to the Marion County Humane Society Thrift 
store to help them raise funds for caring for the animals put into their care. Love Inc. received 6 quilts to 
be used as gifts for their Birthday Box program.  The volunteer at Kid Central who fills requests met 
Julia Mack at the church and picked out 10 crib sheets, 10 burp cloths, 40 baby washcloths and 19   
laundry bags to help meet the needs of the children they serve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Our most recent main outreach goal has been to sew 70 quilts for Christmas to help the Shepherd's 
Quilting Ministry of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Lake Worth Florida meet their goal of 150        
children's quilts for Christmas. Scrappy Quilter, Sandra Horne who was a member there and continues 
to help with the ministry there let us know of the need.  The quilts are distributed by Lutheran Family 
Services to youth shelters, homeless children, and children who live in extreme poverty in Pahokee and 
Belle Glade in Palm Beach County Florida.  At our last meeting, we had 45 bagged and ready to go and 
at least 25 more that were in varying stages of completion. 
 
       If you know of any organization which would be blessed by the quilts, walker bags, or baby items 
that we sew please contact me. We have much to share! 
 
         -  Sue Lehota  330-414-8406 ( call or text me) suelehota@aol.com 

SCRAPPY QUILTERS 
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Looking for direction in these difficult times? Lutheran Hour Ministries is here to help. 
 
The Lutheran Hour Ministries products are free, easy, and digital so that you can use them in your 
home and share them with your friends, family, and congregation.  
 

There are a variety of helpful courses available through LHMlearn.org. 
 

  Videos of encouragement (special messages of hope from Rev. Dr. Michael Ziegler, the Speaker 
for the Lutheran Hour. 

 The Lutheran Hour broadcasts.  
 Daily Devotions.  
 Project Connect booklets on a variety of topics (online and on display in the church narthex) 
  

 
All of these possibilities through LHM is available on their website at www.LHM.org   
Check it out today! 
 

To give you an update on the work being done by Lutheran Hour Ministries, much has been              
accomplished to the glory of God through their SENT initiative. This project began in 2016 with a   
variety of goals …. now many completed!!! 
 

 Tripled Gospel Reach, from 51 to 136 million people 
 Opened five new mission fields: Mongolia, Turkey, Laos, Malaysia & Puerto Rico 
 Partnered with SAT-7 to launch TV program affecting the Muslim world 
 Launched LHM learn with around 2000 active users in dozens of courses 
 Launched four digital platforms in USA, Central Asia, Latin America & Middle East to reach 

a younger generation of lost and searching souls 
 Airing the Lutheran Hour on more than 1800 radio stations throughout North America 
 More than 130 volunteer leaders, across six regions 
 Fundraising goal of $242 million achieved!! (The largest effort of the Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod) 
 

 
Lutheran Hour Ministries cannot do this work alone. They want to thank you for all your prayers,   
support & use of their resources, available free on the lhm.org website or app.  

 
Keep watch for new opportunities been offered!! 

 
-Donna Mallardi, Trinity  

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 



TRADITION PART 9  
  
 Due to the Covid 19 virus, Friday night TV, and any night for that matter, is nothing more than     
reruns or shows I would never watch in a million years. So there is my old reliable, The Food Network, 
and Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives (Triple D for those of you who are fans).  In all honesty, I have to say 
this is my favorite show. Why? Well there is no violence, no sex, no sleeping around and besides, I 
learn something. What do I learn? I am able to improve my cooking skills. And I love to cook. At our 
house, I cook breakfast and dinner. These are the only two meals we have. You see breakfast is usually 
served around 11 and dinner is started at 7 and on the table by 7:30.  
 
 Now back to Triple D. It, like other shows must have commercial breaks. One night during the 
show, a commercial appeared announcing the second season of “The best thing I ever ate.”  This short 
infomercial told how food network stars would talk about the restaurants they had visited around the 
world, and the best dishes they were served. Now I am not bragging, but I have been to 38 countries 
and 5 continents. I have eaten cuisine in each country and have enjoyed most of it. I would even       
recommend Hungary as my favorite country in which to dine. If you take my advice and go there for 
the fare, go out into the country and sample the ware of the small inns and out of the way places. Then 
you will know what I mean.   
 
 Of all the places and all the food I have eaten, there is one place that is the best. It is at the foot 
of Maine Street in Washington D.C. It is Fishermen’s Wharf. Here you will find a group is fish      
mongers who supply almost any kind of fish you want. If they do not have it, they will be happy to   
order it. My favorite is called Captains White’s. Why? Usually he has the best selection and the widest 
variety. But what makes him my favorite is that he has a food bar where you can get boiled shrimp, 
clam chowder, fish sandwiches, and a host of other seafood related items. However, my favorite is a 
fried oyster sandwich. It is just two pieces of white bread, eight fried oysters, and tartar sauce all neatly 
placed into a Styrofoam box for $7.95. I know what you are thinking, “Are you kidding me? How 
could that be the best thing you ever ate?”  No, I’m not kidding you. It is that good. What made it the 
best is the fact that my wife and I would always stop there on Friday nights when we headed to BWI 
airport to fly to Louisville to see our oldest daughter and the grand kids.  Joyce would take a piece of 
bread and spread on the tartar sauce. Then she took half the fried oysters and placed them on the bread, 
folded it in half and handed me. A little piece of heaven on earth made with the hands of an angel.  
What made the meal so good and so memorable is the place, the person, and the expectation.  That is 
what makes a perfect meal. Would you agree? 
 
 The second best meal I have ever had occurred in Louisville, Ky. I do not recall the date or if 
there was a special occasion, only the important facts. I lived and worked in Atlanta, and most       
weekends would fly to northern Virginia on Friday, drive to Pennsylvania on Saturday to conduct     
services on Sunday. But this weekend was different, I drove to Louisville and Joyce flew in.  On her 
way to the airport, she stopped at Captains White’s and purchased a bushel of clams. After church on 
Sunday, the entire family (daughters, sons-in-law and all the grandchildren) gathered around the    
kitchen island to enjoy a feast of boiled clams, corn, red potatoes, onions, and sausage. For dessert, 
there was Key Lime Pie. (Cell phones were not permitted.) The meal was fantastic, but what made it so 
memorable was the whole family enjoying a meal spread out on newspaper, talking, eating, and        
enjoying the company of each other. No, it does not get any better that that. Would you agree?   
 
 I’m sure that the individuals at the first North American Thanksgiving meal remembered it for a 
long, long time. If it had not been for the Native Americans who taught the pilgrims how to plant and 
fertilize crops, there would not have been a reason to celebrate, or for us to celebrate the national      
holiday today. Thanksgiving is a day when we as a family gather to give thanks (hopefully to God) for 
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all the blessings that have been bestowed upon on us as individuals and as families. I have always 
found it surprising how tongue tied some people get when it comes their time to announce to the world 
how fortunate they really are.  
 
 Now, I want to take you back to the first Thanksgiving dinner. I do not know the date, but I do 
know the place and the circumstances under which it took place. And no, you were not there as Walter 
Cronkite would say. The place was Egypt, and the circumstances, 400 years of slavery. You might not 
think it so, but consider the facts.  The Hebrew people had been told to prepare a meal, slaughter a 
lamb, place blood on the door frame, bake bread using no yeast and lastly, gather and eat bitter herbs. 
Why? Because this night is different, if you follow the instructions given you, God will set you free 
from bondage. Freedom from tyranny should be reason enough to be thankful, but throw in being saved 
from the plague of death. It is enough to start shouting hallelujah. Would you agree? 
 
 I know Christian churches that have Seder dinner in remembrance of Passover. They make it a 
solemn event, quiet and reserved. To me it should be a time of thanksgiving, a time to give praise to the 
Lord and shout hallelujahs.  If you want to learn why, read on. 
 
 In non-liturgical churches, I am told that the highlight of the worship service is the sermon. I 
never wanted that much pressure on my shoulders. However, in a liturgical service, the high point of 
the service is the Eucharist (the Greek work for thanksgiving) Prayer. I am much better with that being 
the center of our services than my sermons.  I always tried to tie everything in the service to the taking 
of the wine and the bread (everything, music, prayers and, more importantly the sermon). You see, it is 
my belief the Eucharist is a time of celebration. Yes, it is also a time of thanksgiving and quite           
reflection. It is a time when we recognize the death of Jesus the Christ and the pain He suffered. A time 
when we reflect on where we would be without His saving grace, and how much it must have pained 
both Him and our Father to ask His Son to pay the price for our sinfulness. I honestly believe it is a 
time that should move each and every one of us to tears. (Bring your own Kleenex.) I am not ashamed 
to admit that there have been times when I have been so moved by the spirit, that I had to stop in the 
middle of the Eucharist Prayer, excuse myself, and dry my eyes before I could continue. 
 
 However, when the meal is over and the table is cleared, it is a time for celebration of        
thanksgiving. It is a time to bring out the tambourine, pound the drums, strum the guitars, and tickle the 
ivories. It is a time of celebration and a time to sing about the goodness of the Lord. Now I know that 
does not appeal to each member of each congregation. That was how I finished off a Eucharist service. 
There is something inside of me that has to sing a fast praise song at the end. Something like “Days of 
Elijah” will do.   
 
 As a nickname, my wife sometimes calls me “Q.” She says that is because I am unique. One day 
at work she was in my office and called me “Q.” The staff said that it didn’t stand for unique, but for 
quirky. Yes I am different; I do not think outside the box, I do not even recognize the box. I do march 
to the sound of a different drum. But that is who I am. I love life and I sure hope you do too. So this 
Thanksgiving, do something different. Have a meal with whomever, but make it memorable, make it a 
moment in time that will last in the recesses of your mind forever. As they say at Nike, just do it. And 
next time you come to the Lord’s Table to take the thanksgiving meal, try to have a new appreciation, 
and let the spirit of God overwhelm you with a song of praise that will never end. Then, when the     
service is over and you’re outside the building, gather all your energies and shout; Hallelujah. Praise 
the Lord.  I will. Please join me. I’ll be waiting. 
 
  -Doug Mussey; Board of Christian Education.   



MEMORIALS 
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of  
Ken Scheibe 
 
A gift was given for Scrappy Quilters in memory of  
Ken Scheibe 
 
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following: 
     Rafael Carrizales 
     Lyle Hoffmeister 
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6th ANNUAL TURKEY GIFT  
GIVING MINISTRY 

 
The Board of Human Care is again sponsoring our annual Thanksgiving Gift Card 
Event in support of the Community of Gratitude Food Pantry.  

 
Our Gift Card Drive ends on Sunday, November 15. 

 
Donations can be in the form of CASH or Check (made out to Trinity Lutheran Church) and in 
the memo field indicate Thanksgiving Drive.  
 
There is be a BASKET at the Welcome Center to place your donations. Your generous contributions 
in the past years have been greatly appreciated; Let's continue to support this faith based mission.  

“I am sorry to say that I have been negligent in thanking 
my Trinity family for all the phone calls, cards and prayers 
while I have been home convalescing from another fall.   I 
miss all of you and hope to see you soon. “ 
 
-Blessings and love,  
Sharon Nelson 

“I would like to thank all the people who have been so good 
to me. I have been so blessed. I am overwhelmed at what 
they have done. All the cards, flowers, food, visits, prayers 
and whatever I have forgotten. May God bless each and 
every one of you. My  sincere thank you.” -Betty Giertz 



If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have  

comments or suggestions, please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 

The deadline for the  
December 2020 Newsletter is  
** Sunday, November 15** 
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TRINITY BOOKWORMS 
 
The Trinity Bookworms will be meeting the first Wednesday of each month 
at 2:00 in Classroom One.  Please enter either  at the Office or  the side door 
by the kitchen and wear your mask. 
 
Dates and books to be discussed are as follows: 

Nov. 4   Calling Me Home by Julie Kibler       
Dec. 3   Winter Garden by Kristin Hanna      
Jan. 6   Finding Chika by Mitch Albom          
Feb. 3   Before We Were Yours  by Lisa Wingate 
March 3  American Dirt by Jeanine Cummings 
April 7  The Book Women of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michelle Richardson 
    
Review for "Calling Me Home":  Eighty-nine year-old Isabelle asks Dorie, a black single mom in 
her thirties to drive her from her home in Arlington, Texas to a funeral in Cincinnati.  ("Driving 
Miss Daisy" meets "Green Book".)"'Calling Me Home' is a tenderly wrought story of love and  
secrets, heartbreak and healing and the remarkable power of friendship to heal two women who 
find each other across the lines of time, generation, and race.--Barbara O'Neal" 
 
Questions?  Contact Carol Keenan or Geri Wilt 
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Council Meeting Notes 
October 20, 2020 

 
 
 
 

PAUL STIEBER asked to attend this meeting and address the Council regarding the land      
purchase which was approved at the September Voter’s Meeting, however, he did not attend. 
 
Gil Dahnke called the meeting to order.  Minutes of the September 15, 2020 meeting were approved 
via e-mail on September 18, 2020.   
 
PASTOR REPORTS:  Pastor  Dan informed us that on Sunday, November  1st he will lead the Bi-
ble study “God’s Top 10”.  This will be in the Sanctuary so that it can be live-steamed.  Paul Stieber 
will also be presenting a bible study - Jesus Calling - in the Fellowship Hall also starting on November 
1st.  New member classes will begin November 2 in the Fellowship Hall.  Drive thru communion was a 
success with 37 people being served.   
 
Pastor Blair followed up by explaining that they are still looking for ways to start the Small Groups 
safely.  He is looking for input from Council members as to whether or not it is safe to meet in people’s 
homes and if not, where/how could they meet.   
 
BUSINESS MANAGER: 
Jill has met with group leaders and went over procedures for sanitizing after each group’s meeting.  
She distributed the church calendar for November and December (copy attached).  She asks that we 
look at it and let her know if anything is missing. 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT:  A copy of this repor t is attached. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Gary Eckoff presented the Treasurer’s Report for September 2020.  Patti 
Paxton made the following MOTION:  Council shall accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented.   
Doug Mussey seconded.  Motion carried.  Gary continues to pursue refinancing our current loans.  In 
October, $5,000 was put into escrow for the purchase of land, $295 was paid out for septic inspection, 
and $395 was paid out for a home inspection. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  After  the voters meeting, Gil met with several people regarding re-zoning the 
land we are looking to purchase.  We were told that no matter what it is zoned in Sumter County, you 
can have church on it.  There is no reason to change the zoning at this time.  A contract has been signed 
to purchase the land, with a closing set for November 16th.  The Villages have already cut a road 
through the trees headed for that land. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Gil wants a new microphone for  the sanctuary since the one at the voter ’s 
meeting did not work well.  Lapel microphones were located in the sound room in the Fellowship Hall 
and will work well for that application in the future. 
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BOARD REPORTS: 
 
Christian Education:  Doug Mussey reported that the Board will be supplying a de-
votional booklet for members to run from November 29th – January 6th. 
 
Elders:  (copy attached)  Chuck Wilt reported that the Elders, working with the Pastors, approved 
the following Special Worship Service Schedule:  November 25th, Thanksgiving Eve Service at 4:00 
PM; December 2nd, 9th, and 16th Advent Services at 4:00 PM with no meal after; December 24th Christ-
mas Eve Service at 4:00 PM and with Communion at 11:00 PM; and December 25th Christmas Day 
Service at 10:00 AM with Communion.  The Board agreed that a Communion Statement should be in-
cluded on the screen for our current live services similar to what was printed in the bulletins. 
 
Evangelism:  (copy attached) Bob Behrends reported that during the Board’s first meeting in 7 
months, the following business was conducted:  It was decided to hold two seminars in the first quarter 
of 2021, the first in late February and the second in late March.  Tentatively, we are planning to have 
Tom DeRosa, Executive Director of Creation Studies and Mike Gross, former member of the CIA on 
political Islam as the 2 presenters.  Both have appeared at Trinity before and both will have new 
presentations.  They will be held in the sanctuary.  Also, we are going to attempt to restart the direct 
mail program once again, as soon as possible.  Lastly, it was decided to put the Lutheran Hour’s 
presentation (Why God, etc.) on Lutheranism on our website with a verbal introduction or a video intro 
by one of the Pastors. This will give us a great way of explaining our beliefs to the many who watch 
our streamed services as non-member viewers. 
 
Fellowship:  (copy attached) Patti reported that the Board has met twice now.  They are hoping to be 
able to open up for a meal after Lent.  They are working hard to come up with protocols that would 
keep everyone safe! 
 
Human Care:  Martha Mitchell reminded everyone of the Community of Gratitude basket at the Wel-
come Center for donations toward turkey dinners.  The Board has not resumed meetings yet. 
 
Stewardship:  Dennis Esch reports that Joan Egeland sent out a letter asking for changes or updates 
to the Time & Talents database and praised her efforts in taking charge of the database. 
 
 
Trustees:  Gary Martens reported that one of the major air conditioners in the Fellowship Hall was 
not working properly.  It was originally thought that it was going to be a major repair expense.  Howev-
er, that did not turn out to be the case.   
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for November 10, 2020 at 1:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.   The Voter’s 
meeting will be held on December 6th with 2021 Budget Approval and the Election of Officers being 
the only items on the agenda. 
 
Doug Mussey moved that the meeting be adjourned, Patti Paxton seconded.  Meeting was adjourned.  
Pastor Dan closed the meeting with prayer. 
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Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web: www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

 

North Campus 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

Also live streamed on our website at  

www.trinitysummerfield.com 

 

South Campus 

Canceled until further notice due  

to COVID 19 precautions 

 

God’s Blessings to... 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 
 
Return Service Requested 


