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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
I am writing to you just a couple of days following the celebration of Trinity        
Lutheran’s 25th Anniversary, and I continue to give my praise and thanks to God for 
what a wonderful day it was and how graciously our Heavenly Father has blessed 
this congregation.  As I shared with you in my message for that day, what we have 
experienced as a congregation is the continued outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit 

through Word and Sacrament ministry for establishing His Church in this community for reaching the 
lost with the Gospel and love of Jesus Christ. It is also a testament to the fact that our work is not 
done, rather it is just the beginning as we continue to seek the guidance and wisdom of God’s Holy 
Spirit for leading us with fire in our mission and ministry during the next 25 years of His grace. If our 
past can serve as any indication of what is possible for the future when the fire of God’s Spirit is at 
work among His people, then we can look forward to even more blessings and opportunities for     
connecting people to Jesus as Dr. Greg Walton, the President of our Florida/Georgia District – LCMS 
noted in his letter to our congregation.  
 
In the event you were not able to join with us for our celebration, let me just say how much we missed 
you and my purpose for this month’s letter is to connect with you a sense of the unity, joy, and        
excitement that was so much a part of this special day. The day began with our 25th Anniversary    
worship with two morning services and a message focused on the celebration of Pentecost and the fire 
of the Holy Spirit that still ignites our ministry today as we welcomed 11 new members and looked to 
our future mission for witnessing Jesus Christ in our community.  
 
A wonderful picnic lunch was served where we were introduced to our new members. Our lay leaders 
reported on the status of the $250,000.00 matching gift where it was reported with the additional     
offerings for the day that we not only reached but exceeded the matching gift with a total offering to 
date of $258,970.00 eliminating the debt of 2.7 million on our property and first church. A special 
word of thanks to the generosity of our challenge donor family for their gift and to all who so          
generously gave in helping us to exceed our goal. At which point a special “Burning of the Mortgage” 
service was held and the congregation sang the Doxology as the gift of fire sent the mortgage up in 
smoke! The day concluded with a Comedy Magic Show performed by our own David Berardi who 
was not only entertaining, but left everyone wondering, “how did he do that and what happened to 
those 2 remaining doves?”  
 
 A special word of “thanks” to all of those who assisted in some way with our special day including 
those who worked with the planning, set-up, tear down, food service, and clean-up. Your time, energy, 
and love for the Lord was truly evident through the gifts you shared.  
 
In closing, I think the following words from Paul’s letter to the Colossians in Chapter 1 sums up our 
25th Anniversary celebration the best when he says,     
 
        We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we 

have heard of your faith  in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints –  the faith and 
love that spring from the hope that is stored  up for you in heaven and that you have already 
heard about in the word of truth, the Gospel that has come to you. All over the world this Gospel 
is producing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard  it 
and understood God’s grace in all its truth.  (Colossians 1:3-6)  

  
Your Servant in Christ,  

  

 Pastor Blair  
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June Prayers 
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PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 

A Match Promise for Trinity Summerfield  
 

   $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0   +   $ 2 7 9 , 6 2 0 . 7 1   =   $ 5 2 9 , 6 2 0 . 7 1  
 
 What a great pleasure it is to announce that Trinity’s Congregation has surpassed the $250,000 
goal of our anonymous Trinity family match promise for our debt reduction. As of this writing,    
Trinity’s members have contributed $279,620.71 which provides $529,620.71 to be applied to our 
debt reduction. This completely retires the Fellowship Hall debt, which was approximately $480,000, 
with the balance to be applied toward the principle of Sanctuary loan. 
 
 Thanks be to GOD for guiding us in this great accomplishment as he continues to richly Bless 
us in doing his work in our communities. A Special Thank You to the anonymous Trinity family for 
your generous donation and a big Thank You to all Trinity families for your generous donations to         
accomplish this goal. What a great way to celebrate Trinity’s 25th anniversary. Anyone still wanting 
to contribute may do so by marking your donations for debt reduction and your donations will be   
applied directly to the principle of the Sanctuary debt. 

*              *              *              *              *              *              *              *              *  * 
Pastoral Vacancy Update 

 
 As Pastor Dan has announced his plans for retirement at the end of December 2021, we      
congratulate him on his soon to be 40 years in the ministry and THANK him for his years of Spiritual 
Leadership here at Trinity.  
 We are beginning to plan the process for his replacement and I have been in contact with our 
District President Greg Walton and he and our Circuit Visitor will be directing us through the call 
process. President Walton has stated that we must follow our Constitution/Bylaws in this process and 
we do not want to rush into any decision. He will guide us thru the process in a timely manner,       
requesting information from Trinity and provide documents for beginning the process. President  
Walton requested we work closely with our Circuit Visitor and himself   during this endeavor. The 
information we provide to District will be put into a computer matrix which will provide a “picture” 
of the requirements for what we are looking for in a Senior Pastor, and all candidates will be        
evaluated by those requirements. This information will provide the tool for district to locate           
candidates who are as close a match as possible for our call committee to evaluate.  
*              *              *              *              *              *              *              *              *  * 

COVID-19 CDC Guidelines 
 
 With the relaxing requirements of the CDC COVID Guidelines the decision was made by the 
Elders and Church Council to ‘re-open’ our Worship Services to a near normal Pre-COVID format 
again. We are still maintaining a few restrictions and still providing social distancing seating in the 
overflow areas for those that are more comfortable maintaining more distance. Mask are an option, 
but no longer required when attending Worship. We do ask that anyone who is not feeling well, 
please utilize the on line Worship service if possible.   

*              *              *              *              *              *              *              *              
 2021 Church Officers 

Gilbert Dahnke – President     Carolyn Fortin – Vice President     Pam Bixler – Secretary 
Gary Eckoff – Treasurer     Rusty Ryan – Financial Secretary 
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COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 

The Trinity Lutheran Church committee on Global Missions works to inspire 

our fellow Christians to spread the Gospel throughout the world by any and 

all God pleasing methods. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

From Voice of the Martyrs- 

It’s a Bible no one notices, and it’s changing countless lives. 
 
Digital Bibles are changing countless lives- getting the gospel into places like Somalia, North 
Korea, Iran, North Africa and many other restricted nations where getting caught with a Bible 
can result in beatings, imprisonment or even death.  And a digital Bible can deliver that        
life-changing message without anyone noticing. A Christian with a mobile phone can secretly 
carry an entire digital Bible plus teaching aids, worship songs and other tools for                  
encouragement and discipleship. And others on the street or sitting nearby on the train may 
never know the Christian is carrying “contraband” books! 
 
The Voice of the Martyrs is using easily concealed digital Bibles to get God’s Word to      
Christians in some of the world’s most dangerous places. Placing a Bible in the hands of every 
Christian living in a hostile area or restricted nation is a task the global body of Christ can    
accomplish in this generation. Thank you for being a part!  
 

Project Help Haiti Partnering Fund (GR 2718) 
 
I'm the Manager of Project Help Haiti an organization working in Haiti since 1967. They have 
2 first class medical facilities, 29 churches, 17 schools, 2 guesthouses, a large seminar &     
conference center, a welding, fabricating & machine shop and block making facility. My    
journey to this place started with my promise to God to be available whenever and where ever 
he called me. I first traveled to Haiti in the year 2000 on a one week church mission team to 
work at Project Help. At the invitation of Dr. Vic Binkley the Director of Project Help. I       
returned to work on construction projects for P-H till early 2002. In the summer of that year, 
my wife and I founded GAP (go and produce) Ministry, located in Montrouis, Haiti which we 
continue to direct. As the executive director of GAP we work with Canaan Orphanage, are  
currently building a community clinic, work with mountain villages through our "Feet Across 
the Mountains" ministries and also distribute free French and Creole Bibles for World        
Missionary Press. In Sept. of 2009 I agreed to return to Project Help and assume the duties of 
my long time friend and mentor Dr. Binkley.-Steve & Shirley Mossburg. 
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  COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
The Global Missions committee thanks you for your contributions this year supporting VOM 
Bible Challenge, LCMS missions in Southeast Asia and Project Help in Haiti.  We hope to  
continue contributing this year to many worthwhile projects in service to our Lord. 
  
NOTE: The committee on Global Missions will not meet in the months 
of June and July.  Our next meeting will be August 16, 2021 in Room 1 
at 10:00 am. Please join us. For more information, call Jan Garner at 
(352) 598-2048.  

     THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW   
 
Several years ago, the members of Trinity participated in a video Bible 
study called “That The World May Know.” It was well attended, and    
people commented that they learned many things that helped them to     
understand the Bible and its message in context. 
 

This summer, we have the opportunity to continue that study. We invite you to join us every 
other Wednesday, beginning June 9, to grow stronger and deeper in our faith. As we did 
in our   Revelation study (which begins again in September), we will gather in the fellowship 
hall for the video and discussion, then join together for a meal. We’re asking people to sign up 
so we know how many people to expect for the meals. You can either  sign up in our      
narthex or email the church office. We hope you’ll join us! 
 
The Greek culture of New Testament times conflicted with the message that the Apostle Paul      
proclaimed to those who chose to follow Jesus. In the same way, the church today is called to      
proclaim the gospel in every environment, showing the world what it looks like when we give 
our lives to Jesus. Filmed on location in Israel and Greece, Cultures in Conflict includes five 
sessions: 
 

June 9 Engaging the Mind - Paul in the Stoa of Athens (Athens) 
June 23   Engaging the Heart (Athens) 
July 7 Turning Weakness into Strength (Timnah, Corinth) 
July 21   The Lord's Supper - Discerning the Body (Corinth, Delos) 
August 4   Transforming the Chaos (Corinth) 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  
auxiliary of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women 
of Trinity   Lutheran Church are  members and are encouraged to serve 
others through mission, education, inspiration and service.  We invite 
you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we 
“Serve the Lord with  Gladness”     Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

LWML Update and Ladies Luncheon 
 
It was so good to see so many of the ladies of the congregation at our meeting the end of 
April where we had an excellent speaker from Kids Central in Wildwood and filled her car 
with your donations from our “In Gathering”.  Thank you to all who participated whether or 
not you attended the meeting .  In May, we had an interesting speaker from the Appleton  
Museum in Ocala who provided information about their programs plus  current and future 
exhibits.   We have more programs planned for the fall which we feel will be of interest to so 
many of you.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will not be meeting in June, but have plans for a Ladies Luncheon on Tuesday, July 
27th at “Cheers” Restaurant at the Stonecrest Country Club. More details will be   given 
in the next Tidings.  Add this date to your calendar and make plans to join us.  You are        
always welcome to bring a guest with you, so this would be a good time to invite a friend.    

For those who participate in the Pillowcase Dress Ministry, the supplies have been   
sorted and put in bins.   If you have completed dresses, please leave them there for       
shipment or put them in the specially marked blue bin in Room 4 on the weekends before or 
after service.  If you are interested in making these dresses, please contact  Robbie Myers 
(352-245-3357) and she can provide more details.  
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  LWML Mite Box Collection 
     
The next monthly Mite collection will be on Saturday, June 5th and Sunday, June 
6th.  Your contributions are very important in supporting many various mission 
projects/grants.  One of these is  as follows: 

 
LiveUCF - Outreach and Engaging University Students  -  $8,500 
LiveUCF is a student led Lutheran Church on the campus of the University of Central Florida 
that seeks to raise up young leaders of the church. The student leaders and employees of      
LiveUCF would use this money to reach further into the college campuses of Central         
Florida.  This would include handing out free food or coffee while creating conversation/
inviting students to join, purchasing additional Bible Study materials, various other social 
events, and leadership retreats. If a contribution cannot be made at the beginning of the month, 
it may also be made at any time since the Mite Box is always available in the Narthex.   
 

Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY! 

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

MOVIE NIGHT: THE CHOSEN 
 

 
Come join us for Trinity Movie Night on Wednesday, June 
16 in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. for  a showing of 
“The Chosen” TV series Episodes 1 & 2. (Please note-it has 
changed from Tuesday to Wednesday)  
 
Summary: The Chosen is a multi-season television drama 
about Jesus Christ. Series creator Dallas Jenkins wanted to 
create a series about Christ that could be "binge watched." 
Jenkins' intention was not only to dig deeper into the people 

who encountered Jesus and to see Jesus through the eyes of those who met him, but 
also to show him in a way that is more "personal, intimate, immediate." The first 
season introduces Jesus and the calling of his initial disciples. The second season 
focuses on the beginning of his public ministry and what happens as word of his 
ministry begins to spread.  
 
There will be snacks by the Fellowship Board. Bring a friend!  
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LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
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Donna Mallardi, Trinity LHM Ambassador 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

May 23, 2021 

Swirsding, John (& Judy) 
11293 SE 170th Lane,  
Stonecrest  
Summerfield, FL 34491   
267‑334‑3725  

Anderson, Jill  
2020 Salinas Dr, Palo Alto 
Lady Lake, FL 32159  USA 
915‑274‑3041 

Suszan, Mike & Polly 
2070 Cannon Loop 
McClure  
The Villages, FL 32163   
813‑471‑8337    

Baker, Steven & Christine 
7047 SW 131st Loop, Marion Oaks  
Ocala, FL 34473  USA  
630-715‑0114  
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*Not Pictured in group photo Jill Anderson, Mike & Polly Suszan, John Swirsding. 

Soares, Dean  
504 San Lorenzo Ct,  
Mira Mesa 
Lady Lake, FL 32159   
860‑899‑7868 

Wachholz, Jim & Sandy 
17449 SE 82nd Pecan Ter, 
Piedmont  
The Villages, FL 32162    
540‑529‑2793  

Weiss, Joel & Liz 
1426 SE 12th Ave.  
Ocala, FL 34471   
352‑368‑4096  

Trinity Welcomes 11 New Members!  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

May 23, 2021 
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      SCRAPPY QUILTERS  
 

May was a marvelous month of sharing many blessings!  
 

     This month G.G.'s House received 127 soapy washcloths, 24 floor pillows, 47 pillowcases, 
and 12 drawstring bags. We have been doing soapy washcloths for them since November. I 
took a tally of how many we have done to date. 816!!! There is a continued need for them and 
we could  use your help in the form of donations of washcloths and soap. We can make wash-
cloths out of old  towels or beach blankets or terry cloth robes, or anything made out of terry 
cloth. Thinner terry cloth or washcloths are the easiest to work with.  Soap can be full sized 
bars or the sample sized ones you typically get from hotels.  Judy Kelly and Dorothy Flowers 
have been our champions for this project. we estimate they have sewn somewhere between 
500 and 600 of the 816!   
 
 This month 5 veterans have also been blessed with quilts as a thanks for their service. 2 
quilts were also donated for door prizes for an upcoming Veterans Day event. Kid Central  
received 23 laundry bags which they use to package items needed to help care for children 
who have been removed from their homes.  
 
       The Christian care center was also a recipient this month. Six ladies tote bag, 8 fabric    
wallets,  and 11 key chain fobs were delivered to the Women's Substance Abuse Rehab       
Facility to be used as incentive  when the ladies reach goals in their journey to recovery. 
Fourteen Children's tote bags and 20 coloring / activity books were also delivered to the     
Samaritan Inn, a residential facility which helps families in trouble get on their feet. 
 
        Love INC. received 10 children's quilts which will be used in the Birthday Boxes.    
Children from homes living in severe poverty could not provide a birthday celebration    
without a little help.  The boxes contain a gift, cake mix, frosting, party plates,  and the like to 
help make their day special.  
 
        One quilt and one walker bag were given to our dear friend Al Danis who has             
volunteered his time to help keep our sewing machines in good working order for many 
years. We recently found out he had fallen and broken his hip and was in a rehabilitation    
facility recovering. He is doing well and reports he may be back to repairing machine within 
6 weeks. He receives much comfort and use from the items we sent him. 
 
           One week this month when Judy Kelly and Dorothy Flowers were dropping off the 
soapy washcloths they had sewn they were telling us of a women who had been homeless and 
was working to better her life doing yard work for a landscaping company that was taking 
care of their lawns. She had recently acquired a run down mobile home and needed help    
furnishing it. The sisters ( Dorothy and Judy) did what they could to help her out. I suggested 
we give this woman a quilt. And sew it goes. Spreading the love of God in "sew "many 
ways!! 
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Questions or comments? Know someone that 
could use the comfort of a quilt or needs a 

walker bag?  
email - suelehota@gmail.com     
call or text me at (330) 414-8406 

 
 
 Julia Mack recently attended the meeting of the support group for the SOZO kids. She 
spoke with Pastor Dave who is the shepherd of this flock of children doing what he can to 
make a difference in their lives. She found out they are having summer camp this year. 2 
years ago the Scrappy Quilters along with an army of ladies from Del Webb sewed 75 camp 
blankets.  Last year there was no Camp.   
 
 So, here we go again, our aim is to sew 75 for this year's campers. Camp blankets are 2- 
3 layers of fabric sewn together, no batting. The children take their blankets home with them 
when their week at camp is done. This saves from having to wash one more piece of bedding 
in between sessions and gives the kids a useful souvenir of the camp. Julia' army of helpers at 
Del Webb has dwindled and we could use some help! It is really very simple.  
 
 If you can spare some time to help with this project we will meet periodically during the 
summer. Contact Pam Bixler at (419) 420-2356 or jlbixler@embarqmail.com to confirm 
meeting dates.   Hope to see you there! 
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PICTURES FROM THE ALL CHURCH PICNIC  
May 23, 2021 
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 PICTURES FROM THE ALL CHURCH PICNIC 
May 23, 2021 



 

In honor of Trinity’s 25th Anniversary  
here is a letter from the President of the  

Florida-Georgia District of LCMS,  
Rev. Gregory S. Walton 

 
 

 
May 23, 2021 
 
 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Greetings on this Pentecost Sunday in the power and grace of God's Spirit! 
 
It is with joy we celebrate and pray God's blessings on the ministry of Trinity       
Lutheran Church in Summerfield, Florida. I regret that I am unable to join you for 
this wonderful celebration. As you celebrate your 25th Anniversary as a ministry it 
is a joy to see the wonderful things God has done in your past, is continuing to do 
in your present, and promises to do in your future together as you keep your eyes 
fixed on Jesus! A congregational anniversary is a great time to look at how God 
has blessed you in your past accomplishments, and there are many for which you 
should be filled with great joy. He's led you on a phenomenal journey of growth 
and grace. An anniversary is also a great time to look to your future. I hope you 
know your future is fixed on Jesus. This is the theme for the 2022 District       
Convention and serves to remind us of why congregations like yours began in the 
first place. Many lives have been transformed by the power of Jesus' love at    
Trinity. You have provided a place of solace, comfort, and care for so many. 
 
Our prayer for the congregation is for God to continue to guide and bless you as 
you commit yourselves to connecting people to Jesus. As The Villages continue to 
grow at an incredible rate, may God use this ministry to provide a place of refuge 
and grace for many for years to come . Congratulations on Diamond Anniversary 
as a ministry. May God continue to pour out His Spirit once again as you          
celebrate! 
 
In His peace, 
 
Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Walton, President The Florida-Georgia District, LCMS 
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No Easy Answers: Part 6 
 
 My mother died on Easter of this year. She was ninety-seven years young as 
she would say. Her mother, my maternal grandmother, died at the age of eighty-
three. That means my mother out lived my grandmother and her mother by fourteen 
years. I am seventy-two and if I do the math      correctly and the same is true me as 
it was for my mother, I will not die until I am one hundred and eleven. I am not 

thrilled at the    prospect. I will explain later.  
 
 My mother thought exercise was a bad four letter word. And talk about eating healthy, perish 
the thought. She would eat pasta only if it was swimming in margarine and loaded with salt and    
pepper. And she wanted it at least once a week.  Her arteries should have clogged many years ago. I 
could produce a list of things that she did that I would consider unhealthy, but I will let her rest in 
peace. She loved her Crown Royal and on the bright side, she did not smoke.  
 
 One of the most important things that stands out about my mother’s life is that her mind was 
sharp  until the end. She might have physically lost a few steps over the years, but not her mental  
acuity. She would read the newspaper each day front to back. She loved to challenge herself by doing 
the crypto puzzles each day. When it came to playing card games, she was ready at the drop of a hat, 
especially if money was involved, and she usually won. She was the best, and I will miss her. Now, 
please excuse me for a moment as a gather my composure. 
 
 When I was young, I lived as if I would never see thirty. In fact, I thought at times I would not 
even see twenty-nine. I lived as if there was no tomorrow, and today was everything. I did not have a 
care in the world. I was as the song implies, “running against the wind” and for most of my young 
days, I was, as another song states, “running on empty.” I believed that nothing I ever did would catch 
up with me, and I would never have to pay the piper. How wrong I was. Here’s why. 
 
 I loved to play football. My position was strong side safety. I was built more like a linebacker 
with the speed of a cornerback. Strong side safety was the perfect position. At the time I played, I 
weighed two       hundred and three pounds. I was a big defensive back. I was also strong. I pumped 
iron at least three hours a day and loved the way it made my body feel. Little did I know the damage I 
was doing to my joints and other body parts. As for playing football, I loved to hit, and when I got the 
chance, I would hit the opposing player as hard as legally possible. My goal was to send a message, 
that if you come into my territory, you are going to pay the price. Plus I had the option to blitz. Here I 
was going up against bigger stronger players, but I had a running start. Sometimes the collision would 
send me backwards and shaking. What did I learn? I learned nothing except that I had to find another 
way to move that mountain of a human being.  
 
 The toll from playing football started showing up about twenty years later. I have had five knee       
surgeries with two of them being replacements. I have had three surgeries on my left shoulder, and it 
too was finally replaced. I have had cracked ribs, dislocated shoulders, shattered knuckles and broken 
bones in my hand. I go to the chiropractor once a week for all the damage I have done to my spine. 
And yes, I have had back surgery. When I, like the Apostle Paul, pray that God would heal my body, 
is He obligated to answer my prayer in the affirmative? I think not, and here’s why. 
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The last sin eater died in 1906.  Or did he?  Christian author, Francine Rivers, 
writes a riveting historical fiction about "The Last Sin Eater" which is the title 
of the next book the Book Worms will digest.  You will learn that sin eaters 

were real.  Join us at our  meeting on Wednesday, June 9, at 2:00 in Room 1.  Masks are     
optional.  Please enter by the kitchen door.  Questions? Call Carol Keenan at 881-5801.  
 

Head's Up:  Our July 7 book will be the light-hearted book 
 by Fredik Backman, "Anxious People". 

 No Easy Answers: Part 6 Continued 
 
 I do not know the percentage of babies born with some kind of defects, so I am going out on a 
limb and say the most babies are born with a healthy body. As we advance in years, we make choices 
as to what we put into the body we were given at birth. Some choose a lifestyle that is unhealthy. 
Some choose to insert chemicals into their body that were never intended. Some choose liquid      
beverages that, like harmful chemicals, do irreversible damage to the brain and other vital organs of 
the body. There are still other addictions that can cause diseases which cause premature death. Now 
do you think that God has a commitment to heal them if they pray for His touch? Personally, I think 
not.          
 
 Let me explain. God always hears each and every prayer we place before Him. I only know of 
two  answers that He gives, yes and no. When we earnestly pray for forgiveness for our sins, He will 
always       answer yes. When we pray for Him to take away the effects of those sins on our bodies, I 
believe He will    always answer, NO. Why? Because, we must suffer the effects of that sin. It does 
not mean that God loves us any less. It means that we have to come to the realization that we brought 
this upon ourselves, and in turn we must suffer the consequences.  
 
 I cannot count the number of time parents have come to me asking me to pray for their       
children for something they have done which results in a permanent detriment. There are not words of 
wisdom and no real consolation that I can give. What I want to tell the parents is that we need to pray 
for the best possible outcome, and that one day God will use this for His glory. 
 
 In many ways, I am lucky. No, God has not taken all my aches and pains away, and I doubt 
that He ever will (on this side). So I do not get my hopes up.  I still get up every morning needing   
another shoulder surgery and down the road a hip replacement or two. What I am grateful for is that 
the harm I did to my brain was not all that debilitating, and that my fingers still function properly. For 
all that, I am most grateful, plus I still have my sense humor.  
 
 I realize that at our ages there are constant nagging issues that we face, and we would give   
almost anything to make them go away. Now is the time to thank God for those little inconveniences, 
and ask Him to turn them into a positive. Now that is a prayer that I am one hundred percent sure He 
will answer in the affirmative. Why? Because it will bring Him glory and that is what we are all 
about.  Just something to think about.  
 

-Doug Mussey: Chair; Board of Christian Education.         

BOOKWORMS 
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May 18, 2021 
 
TREASURER’S REPORTS: Gary Eckoff reviewed the April 
2021 report.  Gary informed Council that the Fellowship Hall 
loan-matching program is close to its goal.  Gary proposed that 

we continue to pay the amount of the Fellowship Hall mortgage as a principal only pay-
ment toward the Sanctuary building loan.   Carol Fortin moved MOTION:  Council shall 
approve going       forward using the amount of the Fellowship Hall loan payment as a 
principal-only payment toward the Sanctuary building loan. Jerry Iseler seconded.  Mo-
tion carried. 
 
 Patti Paxton made the following MOTION:  Council shall accept the Financial  Secretar-
y’s and the Treasurer’s Reports as presented.  Jerry Iseler seconded.   Motion carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Call process.  Gil is working through some details of filling the 
position of Senior Pastor, in accordance with our Constitution and By-Laws.  Gil was ad-
vised by the District President, Greg Walton, that we must follow our Constitution and 
By-Laws.  He will direct our moves, and time tables.  The process should not begin until 
later this fall.  We will have to provide detailed information to the District.  Any possible 
candidates must meet all of our criteria, or they will not be considered.  The Circuit Visi-
tor/Counselor will work with us in all aspects of the call process.   
 
BOARD REPORTS: 
Elders: Chuck Wilt moved MOTION: Council shall approve the                    recom-
mendation of the Board of Elders to resume normal pre-Covid services on the weekend of 
May 22 and 23, 2021, including walk-through continuous communion serving, open seat-
ing in the pews with separate seating areas for anyone with      special concerns and 
masks being optional.  Gary Eckoff seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Chuck Wilt also moved MOTION: Council shall approve Jim Crenshaw to take Nick 
Bock’s place on the Board of Elders.  This appointment was vetted by Pastor Dan. Patti 
Paxton seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Regarding opening of the services, discussion was held regarding if and how long spray-
ing (to sanitize the sanctuary) was going to continue.  It was generally felt that we should 
continue spraying until the next Council meeting (in September).    Spraying is most of-
ten done by Jeff Bixler and Jim Moore.  Jeff volunteered to work with Jim Moore to 
make sure that spraying continues. 
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Evangelism:  Jer ry Isler repor ted that they are still actively 
looking for         volunteers for their Veteran’s Day celebration 
on November 11, 2021.  Jerry will continue to put notices in the 
Tidings, but he is very optimistic that enough people will step 
up to make this happen.  Jerry will bring a motion to Council in 
September to approve final plans. 
 
Fellowship:  Patti Paxton repor ted that she expects attendance at the All Church 
picnic will top 200 people.  The Fellowship Hall will remain set up the way it is and  out-
side tables will be reserved for the New Members.    
 
Trustees:  Jeff Bixler repor ted that the remodeling has been completed in the kitch-
en/pantry area.  Thanks to Chuck Lehota for all of his work!  The white fencing has been 
power washed.  He reminds everyone that if they see something in the buildings or on the 
grounds that needs attention please let him know.   

 

MEMORIALS  
A gift was given to Loan Match in memory of Jane Hertel 
 
A gift was given to Audio in memory of Judy Foster  
 (Mother-in-law of David Berardi who is Trinity's Multimedia 
Specialist)     
 
Gifts were given to Loan Match in memory of the following: 
     Ruth Haring (Mother of Sandy Hooten) 
     Barbara Watkins 



Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web:  
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

Saturdays  

 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sundays  

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

If you have any submissions for the Trinity Tidings 
or if you just have comments or suggestions, please 
email us at staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

July 2021 Newsletter is  
** Tuesday, June 15th** 

Come & Learn With Us 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 9:15am 

 

Wednesdays 

Bible Study 

June 9 & 23 4:00 p.m. 


