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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

“Show Us What Your Church Life Looks Like” 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
It’s hard to believe that when the first “Stay at Home” executive orders went into effect who would 
have thought then we would have missed celebrating in person some of the major events that tradi-
tionally mark the passing of the Church Year as we seek to safely manage the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Yet, I can’t begin to tell you how exciting it was to have 290+ members attend the safe reception of 
the Lord’s Supper in the middle of May.  Many shared how emotional they were and missed receiving 
the Sacrament. It was riveting to say the least and confirmed for us the promise of Christ’s words, 
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of your sins!”   
 
One of the common questions asked while leaving was, “How long until we can worship together 
again?” As I thought about that I was drawn to Psalm 13:1-2 where David asked, “How long, O 
Lord” Here we’re asking a similar question! How long, O Lord, must we endure this virus?  How 
long must we remain separated – practice social distancing – until we worship in person again? Psalm 
13 reveals David asked this question in four quick successive bursts where he thought God had for-
gotten him, that God hid His face, that He wasn’t present, and he was losing the battle in life. It was 
at this point God’s Spirit reminded him to keep praying as he poured out his heart to God(v.3), to 
keep trusting in God’s unfailing love (v.5a), to rejoice in God’s salvation (v.5b), and to keep worship-
ing God for His goodness in life (v.6).  
 
It’s that last point that gets my attention! There has been goodness in the midst of the pandemic with a 
halt in the craziness of life, a Sabbath rest with family, increased connections with others, and new 
ways for being the church through the use of our technology. It revealed we’re not a stay at home 
people. God created us for relationships, not isolation.  We’re social beings and it’s not good for us to 
be alone or to forsake the assembly of believers. It was into the group of disciples that Jesus revealed 
Himself alive on Easter evening. 
 
As we navigate our present normal, we’re thankful we still have opportunities at home via the Inter-
net to hear God’s Word and worship together. You have witnessed what God has worked through the 
talents of our ministry and production teams for our live-streamed worship services and daily devo-
tions.  This month it’s all about YOU! We want you to show us what church life looks like for 
you? How? Got a Smartphone? Snap a quick photo or two – it could be of you and your family 
in your living room, on the lanai, or at a desk while viewing the worship services or daily devo-
tions from your computer, phone, or big screen to demonstrate how your home has become a 
wonderful place for worshiping God!  
 
Then send your photos by e-mail to office@trinitysummerfield.org. You can do this even after we 
have opened and returned to worship in person.  Let us know who and where you are and where you 
worship, and we’ll use them to show that while we may be physically apart, we’re still together as 
One in the Body of Christ!      
 
    Your Servant in Christ,          
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June Prayers 
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MEMORIALS  
 

Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following: 
 
     Dallas Heine (Charter Member of Trinity) 
     James Mittlestead 
     Nancy Behnke 
 
A gift was given to Building Debt Reduction in Honor of the 62nd Wedding Anniversary of Al & 
Cathy Zemke 
 
A gift was given to the New Organ Fund in memory of  
Harriet Scharr 

If you have any submissions for the 
Trinity Tidings or if you just have 
comments or suggestions, please 

email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 

The deadline for the  
July 2020 Newsletter is  

** Monday, June 15th** 

Thank you from Mary Ann Gricar: 
 
“As I look out into the Food Pantry at our wonderful St. Theresa’s Food Pantry, I as always, am 
amazed at the generosity of all of the wonderful people in our Churches, Communities and                
Organizations that have contributed to enhance the amount of groceries we are sharing with our       
clients.  Covid-19 has made a devastating affect for all, yet, here we are sharing our wealth of goods to 
our fellow clients.  Never, could we accomplish this feat to the limit as we are today,  without the      
generosity of so many.  The financial donations, and grocery donations, which provide us the             
opportunity to continue our Ministry is overwhelming.  Not wanting to be repetitive, the Gift of Giving, 
is the most Beautiful Event of Covid-19.  For those who personally know me, I am not that often 
speechless, HOWEVER, I am with Gratitude.  My wish to all is to continue with “FAITH OVER FEAR” 
and continue to Be Safe! God Bless and Keep you Safe.” 
 
 Sincerely,  
 
 Mary Ann Gricar 
 Assistant Director of Social Services/Food Service Manager 
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   FROM THE BOARD OF  
STEWARDSHIP 

 
 
 
 
 

Most of us, as retirees, are blessed with consistent and dependable income. I’m sure in your 
working years, there were times when a weekly income was not always guaranteed. How did 
you manage your bills and schedule your payments not knowing if that check was going to come 
into your household and that you would have sufficient funds in your bank account? With the 
coronavirus leaving us in lockdown and the physical church closed, the weekly offerings to the 
church have diminished significantly. Could it be that since we cannot attend church services in 
person, you believe that you can’t get your offerings to the church? Well, there is another way: 
Electronic giving. Trinity Lutheran Church makes it very easy to sign up for electronic giving 
through the church’s website: www.Trinitysummerfield.com.  
 
The Board of Stewardship strongly recommends you consider this method of giving. It will truly 
help the church with its bills and provide you with a very convenient means to catch up with 
your past offerings. The Board believes that after you enroll in the program, you will join the 
hundreds of Trinity members who currently do so and will realize how convenient this way of 
giving is.  
 
Trinity members tell us that using the program allows them to clearly budget the amount that 
they want to give back to God and helps them feel assured that the church is receiving their gift 
even when they are out of town, attending another church, or not being able to attend church in 
person for an extended period, such as the situation we all find ourselves in now. 
 
Finally, in the May Tidings, at the end of its message, The Board of Stewardship included a   
consideration for the members of Trinity Lutheran Church: “Now that you have received or will 
soon receive your government stimulus money, don’t forget to stimulate our church as its        
revenues have also been impacted.” Of course, that still remains as something for you to       
consider. We also encourage you to consider electronic giving to catch up on past offerings and 
your offerings going forward. 
 
Thank you and God’s blessings to all of you during this very difficult time. Stay safe! 
 
 

-The Board of Stewardship 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are  members and are 
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,      inspiration and service.  We invite you 
to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”     
Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

 
 
 
SUMMER OUTING –We are still making plans for our first summer 
outing on Tuesday, June 23rd.  It has been confirmed that the Adven-
ture Center at Plantation on Crystal River is fully operational as of 
May 13th, so we will proceed with making our reservations.  

  
DETAILS- Our scenic one hour cruise is scheduled for 2:30 p.m.  Anyone who wants to carpool 
should meet at Trinity North's parking lot by 10:30 a.m. on June 23 and head to Plantation on Crystal 
River for lunch.   You can find their menu online at http://www.plantationoncrystalriver.com under 
DINE AND DRINK which is accessible by clicking on MENU in the upper left corner of their 
home page. Reservations need to be made in advance.  The cost for the cruise is $15.90 per person 
and is non-refundable within 7 days of the event unless they are shut down by the government due to a 
rebound with the coronavirus.   The maximum amount of passengers allowed on the boat is 35 so I 
would encourage you to make your reservations early.  
 
RESERVATIONS- Because we are unable to set up a table in the Narthex for sign-up, please go 
online to their website at http://www.plantationoncrystalriver.com and make your own reservation.  
1.Click on MENU in the upper left corner of the page and a list will appear.  
2.Go down to where it says MANATEE TOURS and click on OUR TOURS.   
3.Scroll down to SCENIC RIVER TOUR and click on Book Now!  From there you can make 
your reservation and pay for it.  Please be sure to select the June 23 date from the calendar.  You 
may also call them at (352) 795-5797 which is a direct number to the Adventure Center to make your 
reservation.  
 
CONTACT WENDY DAVIS-Please let Wendy Davis know either by phone or by email that you 
are attending our first summer outing and whether or not you want to carpool and drive.  The trip is  
approximately 65 minutes from Trinity north. If you need help with making your reservation, or need 
more information, please call Wendy at (352) 510-0112 or email her at                                               
catalogqueen@bellsouth.net.  If you have made a reservation and cancel out, please also notify   
Wendy in case she has a "standby" list for those who want to go but couldn't due to the cruise being 
fully booked.  If we don’t have at least 10 people sign up by June 9 or thereabouts, we will cancel the 
outing and notify you so that you have time to cancel your reservation and receive a refund.  The boat 
is covered but you may want to bring a hat, sunscreen, sunglasses and a camera. We are also planning 
another outing in August.  Watch for information in future bulletins and Tidings articles. 
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LWML MITE COLLECTION 
 
The next Mite Collection will be June 6 & 7, 2020. Your contr ibutions are more im-

portant now than   ever before since the District is many thousands of dollars behind in supporting 
various mission    projects/grants due to no church services and meetings because of the virus. One of 
these projects/grants is as follows: 
 
Ministry in Motion:  Trinity Lutheran Church, Mobile, Alabama  -  $58,000 
Through the ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church in Mobile, Alabama, modeled after the ministry of 
Rosa J. Young, Christ-centered education is provided in the community.  They serve 200 students 
from infants through fifth grade, as well as an additional 45 students from four public schools, 
through chapel, daily prayer and daily devotions.  This mission grant will be used to purchase a hand-
icapped-accessible bus for school children, older adults, neighbors and church members to participate 
in church and school ministries. 
 

Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY! 

 
 
 
THANK YOU AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY-  
 
We give thanks to the many people of Trinity Lutheran Church who have generosity provided food 
for the Community of Gratitude, as the bins have been overflowing!! I am sure we all know that the 
disadvantaged need our help more than ever and I personally have seen their appreciation. Again, 
thank you. 
 
 
You have an opportunity to serve the people by joining those who have delivered food from our 
church to the Community of Gratitude. We currently have volunteer openings for the months of July, 
September and November. We prefer  that you would volunteer  for  an entire month, but will 
gladly  accept those who could only do two weeks at a time. Normally the deliveries are done once a 
week, but in times of urgent need and donations, the deliveries may need to be made more often. 
Which is great news!!!!!   
 
CONTACT- Those that are interested in volunteering are encouraged to call Jim Steinmark at 
352-299-0606, for information and sign up. 
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Holy Strokes Golf Tour: 
On a beautiful Tues. May 4, 2020 morning the Holy Strokes Golf Tour resumed a 
fter a short hiatus prompted by the Covid 19 shut down.  Proper social distancing 
was strictly observed and resulted in the attendance of eight golfers.  C2P shots 
were won by Gary Eckoff and Dick Yoder.  Dave Bailey overpowered the par 4s 
and recorded the lowest gross score for the day. A great day with great friends and 
great fellowship. 
 
If you live in The Villages and play golf, please consider joining us for golf. 
  Contact Stu Vogt, at (352) 446-9910, stubefit@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
As a note: 
 
The Trinity Men's Club will not be meeting in June, July and August regardless of the pandemic. The 
charitable contributions group will get together either in person if we can or by email/phone if needed. 
 
Thank you, 
Jeff Stutler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastors, Dan and Blair, 
 
   I WOULD LIKE TO PERSONALLY Thank you for your messages  during this difficult time, your 
words have been very inspiring and to the point your daily devotions are very uplifting. 
 
  I also would like to acknowledge Lee and Jeff our technical support guys for the GREAT job they are 
doing with putting all this together. None of this would be possible without their expertise and last but 
not least let’s not forget, Lee’s  wife Linda for the work behind the scenes.  
 
These are my thoughts and I pray they are also the feelings of our members. We will get through this 
with Lots of Prayers. God Bless You.  

Your sister in Christ,   
Dorothy Frenz 

ARNIE AAGESEN – TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH MEN’S CLUB 
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SCRAPPY QUILTERS 
        The Scrappy Quilters continues their outreach and are being shown new ways  to bless 
God's children even during this time with so many closures and restrictions. We praise God for 
answered prayer and continued direction. 

 
        A big Thank you to Debbie Zwolak for letting us know of the needs of the Marion 
County Sheriff's Department for children's quilts. Her neighbor is a Sheriff in Marion   
county and told her of the need to bring comfort to the frightened children he often          
encounters while on duty. He recounted an instance where he did a high speed chase and 
when he was finally able to pull over the car he was chasing there were 3 petrified children 
in the back seat. Wrapping the children in a quilt immediately calmed the shaking children down. 7 quilts 
were given to  him to bring comfort to the children. We are touched to be able to be a part of this and will 
continue to support his need for comforting quilts. If you know of a need please contact us. Our ministry 
grows with your help.           

 The face mask fundraiser has been a huge success. 1245 masks 
have been sewn by me and Pam Bixler has done many as well. There 
are still many available in the church office to choose from as well as at 
T&D Patio and Pool on Route 466.  Nancy Fauser also has received 
$500 in donations for masks in her community of Summer Glen. I   
continue to keep the treasure chest by my front door supplied with 
masks in my home in The Villages. We even have some popular sports 
teams and patriotic themed masks. Your $5.00 donation helps in so 

many ways. To date we have raised over $3000.00.  
 
We have enough masks not yet claimed to raise perhaps another $500.00- $1000.00. We have plans to donate 
funds to local food banks, purchase batting, etc.. for our ministry and help supply items needed to 
help     complete 100 summer fun kits for  distribution to the Forest kids through SOZO. Julia Mack is     
heading up a group of Scrappy Quilters and neighbors in Del Webb to sew 100 drawstring bags. 50         
drawstring bags will be filled with crayons and coloring books for the first week of June.  50 drawstring bags 
will be filled with a deck of Uno playing cards for the fun activity for the second week of June. Another     
exciting way we have been called to serve and bless the children!  66 child sized masks were also sent out to 
the “Florida Masks Now” coordinator to be distributed to a Children's hospital in Orlando. 
 
          My sincere apologies to anyone who bought a face mask with faulty elastic. If you got one of these 
masks please return it to the church office and we can do one of two things. Option 1-you can turn it in 
and pick out a new one. Returned masks will be laundered, repaired, and donated to a local charity. Option 2, 
if you really love the one you have and just want the elastic replaced return it in a sealed ziploc bag with a 
slip of paper with your name and phone number on it and place it in the Scrappy Quilters mail box.  I will 
stop by the church and do the repairs and give you a call when it is ready for pick up.  
           Julia Mack made a delivery of 11 novelty pillows and 10 children's quilts to Love Inc. These items are 
used as a gift for children on their birthday who otherwise would not have a birthday through the birthday box 
program.   God's blessings to all! 
                                                                                                                      

Sue Lehota 
330-414-8406 (call or text me) or email suelehota@aol.com 
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TRADITION PART 4 
 

 In my two previous articles I wrote about our tradition of food. In April, I wrote about how we 
as a family come together to celebrate. In May, I wrote about a developing tradition of how we are 
coming together as a congregation to feed those who are not as fortunate as we in this time of isolation 
and need. This month I will also talk about the two different kinds of food.  
 
 I can hear the descent now. What do you mean there are only two types of food. Let me explain. 
Yes, there is a Michelin 5 star rating for restaurants and the food they serve, This is a rating system and 
not a kind of food, it tells you the quality of the food served. You say that there is Italian food, Greek 
food, Mexican food, French, German, Middle Easter, Mediterranean, Chinese, and my favorite,     
Hungarian.  However, these are not food types. They are a type of cuisine.  In the United States alone 
there are these types: Cajon, Southern, Costal, New England, Californian, Vegan, Fast Food, Good 
Food Fast, Tex-Mex, South Beach the list could go on and on. But here again these foods are a type of 
cuisine.  
 
 The two types of food are simple, physical food and spiritual food. Physical food feeds the body 
and spiritual food feeds the soul. It is that simple.   
 
 Physical food consists of solids and liquids that we take into our bodies to sustain life. Our food 
contains vitamins, minerals, fats, proteins, and starches that that are needed to maintain a healthy   
functioning system. If we do not feed ourselves, bad things begin to happen.    A severe lack of food 
for a prolonged period — not enough calories of any sort to keep up with the body's energy needs — 
is starvation. The body's reserve resources are depleted. The result is substantial weight loss, wasting 
away of the body's tissues and eventually death. And the death caused by starvation is not pleasant.  
 
 Spiritual food like physical food nourishes the body and keeps it alive. Spiritual food is what  
Jesus talked about when our adversary tempted Him to turn the stones into bread.  His response was 
“man does not live by bread alone, but by every word the proceeds from the mouth of God.” “Spiritual 
Food.”  In John the 6th chapter, Jesus told the crowd that He was the “Bread of Life.” I’m sure they 
wondered what kind of bread He was. Wonder Bread, rye bread, whole grain, black bread or brown 
bread, flat bread, just what kind of “Bread” was He? He was and is and always will be the “Bread of 
Heaven,” the “True Bread that came down from Heaven.” to feed all who would believe in Him. When 
we take the time to open his word, we partake of this “bread” and partake of the feast that is inside. 
Truly a gift from God. With physical food we may overeat becoming lazy, not so with spiritual food. 
The more you consume, the more you want and the better you feel about life and yourself.   
 
 But when we partake of spiritual food, it represents something more than being fed by our      
Father. It is a way of telling Him that we are submitting ourselves to Him as did His son when He said 
“no thank you.” Taking a daily dose of spiritual food makes sure that we have the proper amount of 
spiritual energy, that our spiritual resources are not depleted, that our temple will remain strong, and 
that our spiritual death will never happen. A line in a liturgical Eucharist prayers states: “take eat and 
remember that Christ died for you and feed on Him in your heart with thanksgiving.”    Bon Appetite. 

 
Douglas Mussey 

Board of Christian Education 
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Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web: www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

 

North Campus 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

Also live streamed on our website at  

www.trinitysummerfield.com 

 

South Campus 

Canceled until further notice due  

to COVID 19 precautions 

 

God’s Blessings to... 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 
 
Return Service Requested 


