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Movie Night: 
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July 21  

That the World May Know  
Bible Study & Meal 

4:00 PM 
 

July 22  
Reception for Pastor Dan 

4:00 PM 
 

July 27 
Lifeline Screenings 



 
 
“I lift up my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from? My help 
comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.”   Psalm 121:1-2 
 

HEADIN’ FOR THE HILLS 
 

Many, or most of you, have heard that I will be retiring from public ministry at the end of 
July, and perhaps you’ve heard that we are moving to North Carolina. It’s a beautiful spot just 
west of Waynesville, nestled in the hills between the Blue Ridge Mountains and the Smokeys. 
We invite all of you, our family from Trinity, to come and visit us. Our new address will be: 22 
Mahan Ln. Waynesville NC 28786. We look forward to seeing you at our new home. 

Hills surround our house, a reminder of the Scripture verse above. Psalm 121 is one of the 
Psalms of ascent, hymns that the Israelites would sing as they ascended the hills to Jerusalem, 
and specifically to the Temple. As they gazed upward, they were reminded that they were   
stepping into the presence of God. Rather than apprehension or fear, they sang with joy         
because they understood that God loved them and could help them in any situation. By faith, 
they also knew that God Himself would provide a Savior for them, One who would take away 
their sins and allow them to stand in the presence of God as children. 

I’ll be thinking about the above passage a lot as I look at the hills surrounding our home, 
and while our “church on the hill” here at Trinity may not look like Mount Zion, it is certainly 
a place where you and I have come to worship our God in the majesty and glory of His         
holiness. We have come here to be strengthened, encouraged, uplifted and comforted. We have 
come here to hear more and more about our beautiful Savior, and to be reminded that we are 
fully and freely forgiven in His blood. We have come here to rejoice with, encourage, and be 
encouraged by fellow members of God’s family. I am grateful to our God that He has blessed 
Rachel and me with so many wonderful members who truly love their Lord and have shown 
that love to both of us. It sounds almost trite to write this, but please know that we will truly 
miss all of you and look forward to opportunities to see you in the future. Most of all, we are 
thrilled to know that, by faith, we will see each other forever in a place where we will no    
longer be looking up, but looking directly at our Savior, physically, face-to-face. 

Until then, dear brothers and sisters, keep looking up to the hills from where your Help 
comes. Keep lifting up and loving your fellow citizens of heaven. Keep growing stronger and 
deeper through the Word, so that nothing will deprive you of your glorious inheritance. Support 
and pray for Pastor Blair, and make his work among you enjoyable for him and a blessing for 
you. I entrust you to the One who can keep you and bless you forever, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
To Him alone be the glory! 
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JULY PRAYERS 

 
SUNDAY 
Oh, God, we pray for those who will be traveling during the summer months.  We pray for their safety 
and Your blessings and guidance.  If they are driving we pray they will be cautious and have a concern 
for others on the road.  May their days of travel be joyful.  Psalm 121:8 “The Lord will watch over your 
coming and going both now and forevermore.” 
 
MONDAY 
Holy Father, thank You for the forgiveness You have promised me for this day.  When I am thoughtless 
and careless, in my actions and speech toward others, help me to remember Your loving ways.  Remind 
me I am to walk in the ways of my Lord Jesus.  To be kind and forgiving just as You are with me.  
Ephesians 2:10 “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.” 
 
TUESDAY 
O Holy Spirit, You are a blessing to me.  May I be filled with Your Spirit so I might go out into the 
world and share my faith with others.  Let my life be an example to others.  Grant me the humility to 
follow the Son when He leads and to serve Him all the days of my life.  1 Corinthians 2:12  “We have 
not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God 
has freely given us.” 
 
WEDNESDAY 
O Jesus, may I be aware when Satan is tempting me and trying to bring me away from You.  Let not the 
world entice me to follow in the wrong paths.  Shield me against the attacks of the evil one.  Strengthen 
me when temptation comes so I might not fall.  Forgive me Lord when I do fall for it is not my desire to 
sin, but to only live in Your light.  Hebrews 12:1 “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” 
 
THURSDAY 
Father, this new day comes as a gift from You.  May I thankfully give of myself to build up a brother or 
sister who is in need of a  kind word.  I pray especially for those family members and friends who are 
separated from one another due to disagreements.  Remind them this is not what our Lord desires for 
them.  He gave His life so we would be reconciled to Him and to each other through love.  Romans 
12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.” 
 
FRIDAY 
O God, You sent Your Son, Jesus, as the Great Physician to live among us.  May all who are sick know 
in their weakness You provide healing and strength.  If it be Your gracious will bring healing and 
strength.  If it be Your gracious will bring healing to those I life up to You so they might rejoice in their 
healing and give You praise.  Above all bless them with Your love and knowing that in all things You 
work for the good of those who love You.  Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 
 
SATURDAY 
Lord, bless our graduates and those loving them.  As this phase of their life closes and they move ahead 
into new endeavors, I pray for Your guidance and protection.  Be a light for their path in life, guiding 
them on to what will be the best for them.  Let them not get discouraged when things don’t go as they 
expect.  Give them the patience they need and encourage them to trust in You and Your wisdom.      
Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.” 
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PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 
Pastor Dan’s Retirement 
In early June Pastor Dan informed the leaders of Trinity that the Lord is 
leading him to retire effective July 31, 2021. He has been serving here at 
Trinity Summerfield since 2013 and will be completing his 40 years in the ministry on July 
12, 2021, which is a great milestone to have accomplished. He was ordained into the      
ministry in 1981 and his first church was Devine Savior Lutheran Church in Indianapolis,   
Indiana. He has served congregations in Indiana, Wisconsin, California and Florida as well 
as being a Missionary in Bulgaria for year, starting a church while serving there. 
 
We congratulate Pastor Dan on his 40 years in the Ministry and thank him and Rachel for 
their dedication and contributions through the Preaching, Teachings, Spiritual Leadership 
and Musical talent provided to the Glory of the Lord while serving our Trinity Congregation. 
We wish them all the best in this new phase of their lives and pray God’s continued      
Blessings for them and their family. 
 
An open house reception in honor of Pastor Dan and Rachel is being planned for 
Thursday July 22, 2021 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor 
Dan’s farewell sermon will be on Sunday July 25, 2021. 
 
Pastoral Vacancy 
We have been planning the beginning of the call process and with the updated information 
we may need to rethink our timing to fill this position. I have been in contact with our District 
President Greg Walton and our Circuit Visitor Rev. John Glover, both via e-mail, and will be 
receiving direction from them. Both have expressed they have a busy summer schedule but 
will be providing guidance to us throughout the process. President Walton has continued to 
state we must follow our Constitution/Bylaws and do not want to rush into any decision. 
 
Music Director Resignation 
LornaLee ‘Rocket’ Curtis has submitted her letter of resignation, to the Board of Elders, as 
music director for Trinity effective June 30, 2021. My understanding is that her husband Ed 
Curtis has accepted a position with a church in Pine Island Florida and they will be            
relocating to that area. 
 
The Elders are currently reviewing options for our immediate music needs and will provide 
further details as soon as information is available. 
 
We thank Rocket for her musical talent and contributions and dedication to the music      
program at Trinity including the Choir’s, Bell’s and outside groups to enhance our music  
program. We wish Rocket and Ed the best and pray for God’s Blessings to them in this new 
adventure. Thank You Rocket. 

2021 Church Officers 
Gilbert Dahnke – President     Carolyn Fortin – Vice President     Pam Bixler – Secretary 

Gary Eckoff – Treasurer     Rusty Ryan – Financial Secretary 
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     THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW   
 
Several years ago, the members of Trinity participated in a video     
Bible study called “That The World May Know.” It was well        
attended, and people commented that they learned many things that 
helped them to understand the Bible and its message in      context. 
 
This summer, we have the opportunity to continue that study. We 

invite you to join us every other Wednesday to grow stronger and deeper in our faith. As 
we did in our Revelation study we will gather in the fellowship hall for the video and            
discussion, then join together for a meal.  
 
The Greek culture of New Testament times conflicted with the message that the Apostle Paul      
proclaimed to those who chose to follow Jesus. In the same way, the church today is called to      
proclaim the gospel in every environment, showing the world what it looks like when we give 
our lives to Jesus. Filmed on location in Israel and Greece, Cultures in Conflict includes five 
sessions: 

July 7  CANCELED 
July 21      Turning Weakness into Strength (Timnah, Corinth) 
August 4  The Lord's Supper - Discerning the Body (Corinth, Delos) 
August 11  Transforming the Chaos (Corinth) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
You are cordially invited to join us for a        
Retirement Reception honoring Pastor Dan and 

Rachel on Thursday, July 22nd at an Open House Event from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  
 
The reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall and light refreshments will be served during 
that time giving everyone an opportunity to give their congratulations during the reception. 
Pastor Dan has been in ministry for 40 years. A basket for cards will be available and you are 
encouraged to bring your best wishes to show your appreciation and affection for Pastor Dan 
and Rachel's years of service at Trinity. 

Thursday, July 22  
from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
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COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS  
BOARD OF EVANGELISM 

 
Peter Kelm Memorial Lutheran School/Ghana 

 
Good morning. Here is some information regarding the Peter Kelm Memorial Lutheran 

School, located in the village of Manso Atwere, Ashanti, Ghana. 
  
The school was established in 2018, dedicated to the Lord and in memory of Rev. Peter Kelm.  The 
school opened in the fall of 2018 with an enrollment of about 180 students in PreK - grade 3. The plan for 
the school is to add one grade per year up to grade eight, if space allows. The Kelm School was placed in 
the village of Manso Atwere to serve families in surrounding villages that have few options for             
elementary education other than the overcrowded, underfunded and understaffed public schools that exist 
in rural villages throughout Ghana. In four trips to Ghana, I've had the opportunity to visit and work with 
children in some of the public schools, so I am speaking from some experience regarding these schools.   
 
There are several larger Lutheran schools in larger cities in Ghana, but they serve families of higher    
economic status than the Kelm School serves. We hope and pray that more schools like the Kelm School 
will be established in rural villages to serve families living in them. 
 
As of the school's reopening post-Covid this past January, enrollment stands at about 325 students in 
PreK - grade 5.  The school's head administrator, Pastor Solomon Ayagri, served as Pastor Kelm's        
vicarage supervising pastor. He is a trusted colleague and friend, who has great vision for reaching out to 
the underserved families of Ghana and other countries in West Africa. The Kelm School has a Facebook 
page with some photos, if you are interested in having a look. It hasn't been updated recently, but still  
provides some good visuals. 
  
Since opening, the school has added an extra room for expansion of classes, a solar array with storage 
batteries to make power more reliable, a water filtration system donated by one of our parishioners, and a 
screened in lunch room where lunch is provided for a daily charge. They also have a school bus that     
allows children from surrounding villages to attend without concern for transportation to and from school 
each day. 
  
Our congregation will continue to support the Kelm School for the foreseeable future. We consider it a 
sister school to our own, including class photos and other photos of daily school activities in our annual 
school yearbook. Trinity Lutheran Freistadt WI, another congregation where Pete served near us, also  
financially and prayerfully supports the Kelm School ministry. If you would like more information, 
please don't hesitate to ask. Thanks for your prayerful  consideration regarding support of this important 
ministry. 
 
Blessings,  Karl Roeske Director of Missions and Outreach 
First Immanuel Lutheran Congregation Cedarburg, WI    Phone 262-377-6610  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 The Global Missions committee thanks you for your contributions this year supporting the Peter Kelm 
Memorial Lutheran School in Ghana.  We hope to continue to contribute to many worthwhile projects in 
service to our Lord. 
 
The committee on Global Missions will not meet in the months of June and July.  Our next meeting 
will be August 16, 2021 in Room 1 at 10:00 am. Please join us. For more information, call Jan   
Garner / 352-598-2048. 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s  
auxiliary of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women 
of Trinity   Lutheran Church are  members and are encouraged to serve 
others through mission, education, inspiration and service.  We invite 
you to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we 
“Serve the Lord with  Gladness”     Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

 
 
- JULY OUTING- 

July 27 at 12 pm 
 
 

 
We have a special outing planned for all of the women of our congregation this 
month.  A  luncheon will be held on Tuesday, July 27th at Noon.  We will meet at “Cheers”, 
the restaurant at Stonecrest Country Club.   We will have individual orders  from the 
menu.   They have salads, sandwiches, and other meals available.   (Menu will be posted 
with the sign up sheet) 

 
To make a reservation, please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex by 
July 22nd.   Or, contact our Vice President, Wendy Davis, at (352) 
510-0112 or email her at catalogqueen@bellsouth.net, OR contact our 
Secretary, Arlene Stackhouse, at (256) 509-1655 or email her at 
bill@billstackhouse.com.   
 

When approaching the main gatehouse at Stonecrest, please indicate that you are       
attending a luncheon for Trinity Lutheran Church at “Cheers”.   From the main gate, 
continue on the Blvd. The Country Club is about ½ mile from the entrance on the right side 
of the road.  Parking is in front of the bldg.   
 

 
Please make plans today to join us, and bring a friend. Summer 
is a great time for us to gather on a more informal basis and  
enjoy a time of women’s fellowship.  There is even some      
entertainment planned with prizes.    



Page 9 

  LWML Mite Box Collection 
     
The  next monthly Mite collection will be on Saturday, July 3rd and Sunday, July 
4th.  Your contributions are very important in supporting many various mission  
projects/grants.  Two of these are as follows: 

 
Support for New Missionaries to America   -   $8,000 
God is sending new missionaries to America.  Most are non-white, poor and feel forgotten - but 
they are God's gifts to us.  Mission Nation supports them by giving them a voice.   
 
Holy Trinity Food Pantry   -   $10,000 
This ministry is to bear witness to God's love by providing food to families and                       
individuals thereby reducing hunger in the community.  Praying and singing with clients and 
sharing the hope we have through the saving grace of Jesus, as for most, it is the only church 
they get.     
 
If a contribution cannot be made at the beginning of the month, it may also be made at any time 
since the Mite Box is always available in the Narthex.  Always remember that A LITTLE CAN 
HELP SO MANY!        

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

MOVIE NIGHT: THE CHOSEN 
 

 
Come join us for Trinity Movie Night on Wednesday, July 
14 in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. for  a showing of 
“The Chosen” TV series Episodes 3 & 4. 
 
Summary: The Chosen is a multi-season television drama 
about Jesus Christ. Series creator Dallas Jenkins wanted to 
create a series about Christ that could be "binge watched." 
Jenkins' intention was not only to dig deeper into the people 
who encountered Jesus and to see Jesus through the eyes of 

those who met him, but also to show him in a way that is more "personal, intimate, 
immediate." The first season introduces Jesus and the calling of his initial          
disciples. The second season focuses on the beginning of his public ministry and 
what happens as word of his ministry begins to spread.  
 
There will be snacks by the Fellowship Board. Bring a friend!  
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GET TO KNOW THE NEW MEMBERS 

 

Soares, Dean  
Dean has joined Trinity by transfer of membership . He enjoys   
reading, tennis, swimming and hiking. His working life includes an 
Electrical apprenticeship and he’s a licensed electrician. He also   
enjoys volunteering at church. Welcome Dean! 

Anderson, Jill - 
Transferred to Trinity from Texas and is a retired Elementary Music 
teacher. She has two children and enjoys the Music ministry.     
Welcome Jill! 

Baker, Steven & Christine–  
have joined by transfer of membership. They are originally 
from Chicago. Chris likes doing crafts and was an                  
administrative assistant and enjoys praying for others. Steve 
collects Coca cola items and was a general manager in his 
working life. He enjoys being a volunteer at church events. 
Welcome Steven & Christine! 

Lackey, Shari 
Joined by transfer of membership. She is from Oswego, Illinois 
and enjoys tennis, golf, book club and gardening. She has been 
in Education Primary level for 51 years and lives in Hadley. 
Compassion International is very important to Shari and she 
sponsors 2 children. Welcome Shari!  

Sellers, William & Pamela 
Joined by transfer of membership from Toledo, Ohio. 
William enjoys sports and Pamela likes sports and 
reading. William owned a contract painting company 
for 35 years and Pamela worked as an HR Manager. 
Welcome William & Pamela!  
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Swirsding, John (& Judy) 
John Swirsding joins his wife, Judy Swirsding by adult confirmation. 
He is a very knowledgeable handyman and enjoys being with Judy. 
He is a former contractor and loves Jesus! 
 
Welcome John to Trinity! 

Suszan, Mike & Polly 
Joined by Transfer of membership. Michael is from Michigan and Polly 
is from Florida. They both enjoy golf and Polly likes pickleball and 
swimming. Michael is a retired Naval officer and they both spend      
summers in Elk Rapids, Michigan.  Welcome Mike & Polly! 

Wachholz, Jim & Sandy 
Joined by Profession of Faith and Adult confirmation  They 
are from Roanoke, Virginia. Sandy enjoys reading, golf, bik-
ing, kayaking and retired from social work counseling but still 
volunteers with Hospice of Marion County. Jim was involved 
with Insurance as a career, Welcome Jim & Sandy! 

Weiss, Joel & Liz 
joined Trinity by Transfer of Membership from St Johns Ocala. 
Liz is from Michigan and Joel is from Baltimore after spending 
20 years in South Florida. Joel enjoys gardening and Liz likes 
water aerobics and writing. Liz is a lighting designer and Joel 
is retired from Advertising. They are both life long Lutherans 
who have raised a son in the church and is attending Lutheran 
schools. Welcome to Trinity Joel & Liz! 
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HELP NEEDED FROM 
SANDY STARR 

 Thank you to all the faithful Volunteers who 
have given their time to deliver cups to our 
first-time visitors.  We are now looking for   
additional help to assist them delivering cups 
to visitors!!  We really need someone who is 

familiar with Belleview and Lady Lake area (historic side of our wonderful Villages) 
and south of 466A is becoming more active.  However, all areas need help.  
 
This is a wonderful way to meet people while serving our Lord by welcoming them to 
Trinity.  Please call /text me: Sandy Starr (352) 561-6141  If you have recently                     
indicated  your interest, please tell me again as we are bringing our information up to date 
after a long year away.  Blessings to you with thanks in advance for your consideration. 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES 

This month let’s focus on Project Connect booklets. Project Connect is a unique booklet 
ministry from Lutheran Hour Ministries. Project Connect booklets cover a large variety of 
topics from parenting to addiction to introducing Jesus. They are meant to equip Christians 
for outreach, help Christians and non-Christians understand God’s work in the world, and    
introduce non-Christians to the God of the Bible. These are perfect for   people who want 
to grow in their faith as well as people who want to share their faith with others! 
 
You can find a Project Connect rack in the narthex near the sitting area next to the coffee 
bar. Please look over the booklets and help yourself to any that may help you, your friends 
or family or as an evangelism tool to let others know of Christ’s love.  You can also look 
for more information at lhm.org/projectconnect. Have a smart phone? You can download 
the Project Connect app from Google Play or the Apple App store and have all these       
resources at your fingertips any time! 
 
   -Donna Mallardi, Trinity LHM Ambassador 
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Dear Choir and Members of Trinity: 
 
This is my ‘goodbye’ to each of you.  This is so difficult to say, since I did not want to resign. 
I must now send you a heartfelt thanks for the love, joy, fun, and many blessings I received 
from sharing our music ministry at Trinity. I hope you have received as much from me.   
Every week, I gave my best efforts. I prayed that you would be blessed by my music, and 
that God would be glorified. To the choirs: It was a shame that the virus interrupted our good 
times, when we were rolling along, improving, growing our choirs, and preparing for that 
glorious Easter Sunday, singing the Mascagni ‘Easter Hymn.’ You are wonderful brothers 
and sisters in the Lord. I value your enthusiasm, hard work, and your faithfulness to the    
music ministry at Trinity. Too bad we couldn’t continue on together, when musical             
restrictions are finally lifted! 
 
We have bought a home on Pine Island, south of Ft. Myers, which we are in the process of 
renovating.  Eddie is buying a boat again, he is interim pastor at an independent Lutheran 
church, I am helping with the music, and we are beginning the next chapter of our lives. It is 
an exciting, interesting time together. 
 
We will pray for you, for Trinity, for new beginnings that may, with God’s help, take place in 
the time ahead. It is with deep regret that I say farewell to my very dear church family- from 
each choir member, from the Ding a Lings, Sugar and Blondie, Patty, the ‘General’, our     
instrumentalists, the lovely Altar/Flower Guild servants of the Lord, and many others I have 
come to know in the congregation these past years.  All of you have welcomed, encouraged, 
supported, and loved us. Thank you. May God bless you, and may God ‘s will be               
accomplished at Trinity. It is heart wrenching to say ‘goodbye’ to the most wonderful        
congregation and choirs for which it has been my privilege to serve! I will miss you very 
much. I embrace each of you with tears in my eyes and love in my heart.  
 
-Rocket 
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LOVE INC LOVE STORY 

 
Tyler walked into a church one day and what      
happened next changed his life. 

  
A month prior to walking into the church, Tyler had gotten out of jail. While he was in jail, he 
had been on a work release program for 11 months. When he got out, he was able to continue 
his job there. He paid for a month at a local motel and settled in. But things got hard. He    
didn't think anyone liked him. 
  
So Tyler made a rash decision and walked away from the job and his motel. He felt very lost 
and  didn’t know what to do. He wandered around for over a week and eventually walked into 
Trinity  Lutheran Church. There he was received by Pastor Dan who listened and 
showed love to him. He was referred to the Clearinghouse at Love In the Name of Christ. 
 
Tyler reached out to Love INC from the church office, right then, and spoke to a             
Clearinghouse Volunteer.  The volunteer listened to his entire story with compassion and 
asked questions to clarify things. During the verification process, it was learned that Tyler had 
a drug problem prior to going to jail, and that he still had time left at the motel that he had 
paid for.  
  
Through prayer and discussion, they discovered that Tyler wanted to go into a program that 
would help him transition from jail to normal life and also help him not to turn back to drugs. 
Pastor Dan drove him back to his motel and the program was going to call him to set up an 
interview. 
  
Over the next little while, Love INC volunteers maintained contact with Tyler, listening 
to and praying with him. For a few days no one could reach him and there was some concern 
that he had walked away again.  But they trusted that God was in control and kept trying.    
After finally  reaching him, he reported that he still wanted to go to the program. He wanted a 
better life.  
  
The day finally came that he could enter the program. Pastor Dan from Trinity Lutheran drove 
him to the interview to see if they would accept him. Joyfully, after the interview he was     
accepted into the program! He has been there for a few weeks now. 
  
The partnership of Trinity Lutheran Church and your investment in 
Love INC made it possible for Tyler to have access to the resources 
he needs to transform his life. Your time, prayers and donations al-
lowed volunteers at Love INC to walk alongside Tyler for an extend-
ed time, until he could get situated into the program. Please pray this 
program helps him to learn to live a sober life for Christ!    
  
Thank you, for all you do to transform lives and communities In the 
Name of Christ. You are vital. You are making a difference.       
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Where: Trinity Lutheran Church – 17330 S. US Highway 441 - Summerfield 

When: Tuesday – July 27th – Appointments start at 10am 

  To sign up, please call 1-888-653-6450 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitypartners or 

TEXT the Word  CIRCLE to 797979 
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No Easy Answers: Part 7 
 
I have heard that a large number of people say that when they get to Heaven they want to have 
a long talk with God. When asked why, they will say that they want to know why God did not 
answer their prayer or prayers. I try to remind them of two Bible verses. The first is found in 
Jerimiah and reads, “Call upon me and I will answer you.” The second is found in the book of 
Isaiah the 65th chapter and goes like this, “Before they call I will answer, while they are yet 
speaking I will hear.” If you are one of the many who keep a prayer journal, as soon as you say 
the Amen, you can mark the prayer answered. However, one thing God never promises is 
when the answer to each and every prayer will be delivered, only that He will answer. Now it 
is up to us to rely on His promises. Sometimes that is oh, so hard to do.  
 
 Then there are those who want to know why God answered their prayers the way He 
did. I have had to answer, or try to answer that question so many times. If you want to stand in 
line for the answer, I’m sure God will provide one. Just remember, it may not be the one you 
want to hear. As the old adage goes, “It’s best to let a sleeping dog lie.”  Now that may sound 
cruel and insensitive to those who are hurting and have lost loved ones, but please remember, 
even I, at times, want to shake my fist at God, because I do not understand what or why    
something is happening. I also get so frustrated and want things to make sense one hundred  
percent of the time. Does it happen that way? You already know the answer to that question. 
Will it ever happen that way? Again, you already know the answer.   
 
 However, I am willing to wait in line for at least three and one half billion years to sit 
down with our Father and ask Him some pretty important questions. The first being, “What 
functions do mosquitoes serve?” I can imagine that God will respond by saying that they     
provide jobs. My response will be, “please explain.” God will answer, “consider this, where 
does mosquito repellent come from. Did not someone have to invent such a product?” They 
provide jobs. I do not get the logic, but Isaiah tells me the God’s ways are not my ways and 
God’s thoughts are not my thoughts.  
 
 OK, moving right along. Can you explain to me why the traffic in the fast lanes always, 
or so it seems, move the slowest? Once again, I imagine God looking at me with a big smile 
on His face and saying, “now that is a mystery.” And we move on to the third and so on until 
all my allotted time is almost over and I am down to one last question. That question would be, 
“What went wrong?” With another smile on His face God looks at me and asks, “Do you     
really want to know?” I look back at Him and reply, “Do I really want to know?”  
 
 I’m not too sure that I would really want to know what went wrong and where it all 
went wrong. If I wanted to know, then that would mean that I wanted to know where I went 
astray, or where I went off the assigned path. That would mean that I would have to accept the 
responsibility for all the incorrect decisions I have made, all the hurt I have caused, and all the 
times I have put myself in first place. So the question is, “am I ready, do I have the ability to 
man-up and can I face what I have done?” When my time is up, I have an idea God’s last 
words will be, “Just build a bridge and get over it.” The final word in our conversation will be, 
“Next.” 
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No Easy Answers: Part 7 
 
 So many of us, when we are young, want to know what the future holds. And then when 
we are old we want to know how much of a future we have. The answer lies in the song Que 
Sara Sara or Whatever Will Be Will Be. No one holds the answer except the one who is our 
future. Is that important? Most certainly. Why? Because if the future is uncertain, then our 
eternal future is uncertain and that is not a good thing. There is a saying I have heard for a long 
time and I have complete assurance that it is true. The saying, “I do not know what the future 
holds, but I know the One who holds the future.      
 
 2nd Timothy 1:2 states, “I know whom I have believed in and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I’ve committed unto him against that day.” Daniel Whittle wrote one 
of my favorite songs using the aforementioned words as the chorus. The body of the song  
contains words that ask profound questions that can be only answered, not by the author, but 
by the creator Himself. They are: 
 
I know not why God's wondrous grace, To me He hath made known, Nor why, unworthy, 
Christ in love, Redeemed me for His own. I know not how this saving faith, To me He did   
impart, Nor how believing in His Word, Wrought peace within my heart. 
 
I know not how the Spirit moves, Convincing men of sin, Revealing Jesus through his Word, 
Creating faith in Him. I know not when my Lord may come, At night or noonday fair, 
Nor if I walk the vale with Him, Or meet Him in the air. 
 
 Mr. Whittle seems not to know much, but he does know the most important element of 
life. He knows the One who has all the answers, and the way I understand the song, that is all 
he needs to know. I do not believe Daniel Whittle will be waiting in line to ask God any of the 
questions he refers to in his song.   
 
 This is a kind of faith that is needed when we each make our own profession of faith 
and accept God’s forgiveness. Whether it be in the privacy of our own bedrooms, or at the   
altar of a church. This is the same kind of faith displayed by Christ of the cross when He said, 
“Into thy hands I commit my spirit.” Over the years, I have learned that the most essential part 
of our confession is committing our lives and our spirit to the one who truly does hold our   
future. If we have done that then there is, not now or ever, any reason to wait in line to ask 
God why. So, do I really care why God made mosquitos? Of course not, do you? 
 
  

-Doug Mussey: Chair; Board of Christian Education.         
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The Council did not meet in June and 
will not meet in July or August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you!!!  
 
My sincerest thanks to all my Christian friends at 
Trinity for your love, concern and prayers during 
these last months as I have endured heart           
procedures in pursuit of a better quality of life.  It 
remains a stressful time for me and your caring 
prayers and cards have overwhelmed me with the 
knowledge of how many care for me and pray for 
me. My love for you all abounds from my heart. 
God’s love is surely present at Trinity. Love and 
peace to you all, Kitty Evans  
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Have you ever read a book and wanted to reread it right away to see how you 
missed so many clues? "Anxious People" by Fredrik Backman is that book.  You 
may remember the author's name from a previous Bookworm read, "A Man Called 

Uve", which was also made into a film with subtitles. This time, the author takes you on a journey 
with so many characters you might just need a scorecard but I guarantee you will enjoy the 
ride!  You will laugh and may even shed a tear.  "Anxious People " is short and an easy, summer 
read. Bookworms will meet Wed., July 7 at a new time, 1:00-2:00ish, in Room 1.  Masks are  
optional. 

Heads up:  
August 4 book will be "The Four Winds" by Kristin Hannah 

Sept. 8's book is "Book of Two Ways" by Jodi Picoult 

BOOKWORMS 

MEMORIALS  
 

Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of  
Beverly Fagge  

 COLOR BOOK GROUP  
Tuesday, July 6 & 20     1:00 p.m. Room 1 

 
 
Now that almost everyone has been vaccinated. It has been so long since we 

could enjoy our color book group.  So  beginning on July 6, 2021 we will meet again, the 
first and third Tuesday of each month. Remember we meet in Room 1 from 1pm to 3pm. Don't 
forget to bring your color books, pencil, gel-pens, all that you used all the days of lock down. Of 
course the Bible we all were working on. Hope to see all my favorite faces and maybe some new 
ones. We have a great time coloring and talking and sharing.  Any questions please call me at 352
-750-4021. Hope to see you real soon.  - Janice  Collins 

SINGLES GROUP 
 

The Singles group will be starting again on July 16 at 5:00 p.m. at  
Takis (13761 US HWY 441 in Lady Lake). The dinner will be in 

honor of members we have lost over the past year. For any questions please call Pat Mahlstedt at 
352-259-7791 or Madelyn Stahl at 352-470-2867. We are looking forward to seeing everyone. 
There is a signup sheet in the Narthex.  



Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web:  
www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

Saturdays  

 4:00 p.m. 

 

Sundays  

 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

If you have any submissions for the Trinity  
Tidings or if you just have comments or  
suggestions, please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 
The deadline for the  

August 2021 Newsletter is  
** Thursday, July 15th** 

Come & Learn With Us 

Sundays 

Adult Bible Class 9:15am 

 

Wednesdays 

Bible Study 

July 21 4:00 p.m. 


