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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
A FEW ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS ON RACISM
You’re probably tiring of all the reporting on the subject of racism these days. But I hope you’re not too tired,
because it’s a critical issue and Christians should be at the forefront of the answer. First and really important,
please don’t tell a person who has been treated unjustly that you understand. You don’t. Nobody understands
the injustices that others have faced. To say that you do is being dismissive. Have you ever been pulled over
by the police and been afraid of dying? When you get behind the wheel, do you think about the possibility
that you might get pulled over just because of your color? Have you ever had to wonder, when you’re buying
a house, whether you will be accepted in the neighborhood or not?
Remember that racism is not genetic. No one is born a racist; it is either caught or taught. If you grew up in a
largely white neighborhood, I think it’s important that you check yourself and your value system to make
certain that you are not subconsciously favoring one kind of lifestyle over another, or one culture over
another, or one skin color over another. It can happen very subtly, particularly when you grow up with only
one color or cultural influence. Don’t talk about “them.” Talk about “us.”
Refuse to hate black people. Refuse to hate police officers. Refuse to hate people. Some might think that this
is merely a political or social issue. But it is a very deeply spiritual issue, and it gets at the very heart of Jesus’
instructions for the life of His people. On the night before He died, Jesus said to His disciples: “A new
command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men
will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another (Jo. 13:34-35).” Jesus practiced what He
preached by loving and living with everyone, whether Pharisee or tax collector, teacher of the law or
prostitute, Jew or Gentile, Galilean or Samaritan. I have often wondered how difficult it must have been for
slaves, who were forced to listen to their owners quoting passage and verse from Scripture at them while, at
the same time, they were being mistreated and abused by the very people who made them listen. I wonder,
today, how difficult it must be for some people to belong to churches where love is proclaimed but
discrimination is tolerated. I saw a posting on Facebook that claimed that 99.5% of our population is not
racist. If that is true, then I must have personally met every single one of that .5%! There’s still a lot of work
to do.
And that work should start and emanate from Christian churches, particularly a church like ours that takes its
stand on the absolute truth and inerrancy of the Scriptures. Those Scriptures are full of instruction and
motivation to love everyone. All of us have two things in common, no matter where we come from. One, we
are all sinners who are in desperate need of a Savior. Two, we all have a Savior who died for us and took
away our sins. When we come to know Him and trust in Him as our Savior, we’ve received His perfect love,
and we have the freedom and ability to love as He has loved. It’s not just a possibility for us; it’s a command.
Racism and prejudice are certainly not new. From the time of Cain and Abel to today, nations and cultures
and peoples have collided and struggled to coexist. But the fact that sin and bias exist should not simply be
accepted as either normal or expected or insoluble. As Christians, freed from the chains of that kind of
slavery, it is our responsibility to show by both word and actions that God loves all people, and so do we.
Black lives matter. All lives matter. Why? Because Jesus restored dignity and status and eternity for everyone
who trusts Him. We should, and must, do the same.
Overwhelming grace keep you,
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JULY PRAYERS
SUNDAY
Oh, God, we pray for those who will be traveling during the summer months. We pray for their safety
and Your blessings and guidance. If they are driving we pray they will be cautious and have a concern
for others on the road. May their days of travel be joyful. Psalm 121:8 “The Lord will watch over your
coming and going both now and forevermore.”
MONDAY
Holy Father, thank You for the forgiveness You have promised me for this day. When I am thoughtless
and careless, in my actions and speech toward others, help me to remember Your loving ways. Remind
me I am to walk in the ways of my Lord Jesus. To be kind and forgiving just as You are with me.
Ephesians 2:10 “We are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works.”
TUESDAY
O Holy Spirit, You are a blessing to me. May I be filled with Your Spirit so I might go out into the
world and share my faith with others. Let my life be an example to others. Grant me the humility to
follow the Son when He leads and to serve Him all the days of my life. 1 Corinthians 2:12 “We have
not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God
has freely given us.”
WEDNESDAY
O Jesus, may I be aware when Satan is tempting me and trying to bring me away from You. Let not the
world entice me to follow in the wrong paths. Shield me against the attacks of the evil one. Strengthen
me when temptation comes so I might not fall. Forgive me Lord when I do fall for it is not my desire to
sin, but to only live in Your light. Hebrews 12:1 “Let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin
that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”
THURSDAY
Father, this new day comes as a gift from You. May I thankfully give of myself to build up a brother or
sister who is in need of a kind word. I pray especially for those family members and friends who are
separated from one another due to disagreements. Remind them this is not what our Lord desires for
them. He gave His life so we would be reconciled to Him and to each other through love. Romans
12:10 “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.”
FRIDAY
O God, You sent Your Son, Jesus, as the Great Physician to live among us. May all who are sick know
in their weakness You provide healing and strength. If it be Your gracious will bring healing and
strength. If it be Your gracious will bring healing to those I life up to You so they might rejoice in their
healing and give You praise. Above all bless them with Your love and knowing that in all things You
work for the good of those who love You. Matthew 11:28 “Come to Me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
SATURDAY
Lord, bless our graduates and those loving them. As this phase of their life closes and they move ahead
into new endeavors, I pray for Your guidance and protection. Be a light for their path in life, guiding
them on to what will be the best for them. Let them not get discouraged when things don’t go as they
expect. Give them the patience they need and encourage them to trust in You and Your wisdom.
Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.”
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BITS & PIECES
From the TLC President
Following is a letter from Bill Myers regarding his position as Trinity President:

Bill has been very involved in many areas here at Trinity over the years, serving as Elder, Member of
the Building Committee, Vice President, President and being a member of our Choir for several years.
Please join me in thanking Bill for all his dedicated service to Trinity and God's Blessings to he and his
wife going forward. Thank You Bill.
I personally want to say Thank You to all the Trinity members for your Prayers, cards and phone calls
and many well wishes during my recent Hospitalization. It’s great to have that support from our
members here at Trinity. Also, the daily phone calls from Pastor Dan, as being in the hospital during
the Covid 19 lock down, I was not allowed visitors during my stay, and my wife was allowed only one
visit per day. Grace, Mercy & Peace to all.
With my moving to the President position, it created a vacancy to the Vice-President position,
Therefore; I have appointed Stu Vogt to fill the Vice-President position. I look forward to working with
all the Board members, Council members and Staff as we continue to lead Trinity going forward.
If members wish to contact me, you may do so either by phone or an email at the following - Phone 352-245-2137 Email - president.tlc.l@gmail.com
Live A Good, Honorable Life Then When You Get Older And Think Back, You'll Enjoy It A Second
Time.- Gilbert (Gil) Dahnke, TLC President
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FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
Generosity Is Contagious
Contagious. Boy, there’s a word that has truly jumped into our everyday lexicon, hasn’t it? Well,
this month we’d like for you to consider something else that can be contagious: Generosity.
From Exodus 35:5b, 21:
“Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the L
’s contribution: gold, silver, and bronze
… . And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him,
and brought the L
’s contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service,
and for the holy garments.”
When it came time to build the Old Testament tabernacle, the Lord moved Moses to speak to the
people of Israel and ask them to provide all the contributions needed for building the tabernacle.
Day after day, they kept on bringing contributions and offering their skills for the completion of
this worthy project (Ex. 35:20–29).
The generosity of the people continued to grow and grow until those who were in charge of the
building of the tabernacle came to Moses and said, “‘The people bring much more than enough
for doing the work that the L
has commanded us to do.’ So Moses gave the command, and
word was proclaimed throughout the camp, ‘Let no man or woman do anything more for the
contribution for the sanctuary.’ So the people were restrained from bringing, for the material they
had was sufficient to do all the work, and more” (Ex. 36:5–7).
It is helpful to remember that the people were not commanded to bring their contributions, but
they were bringing their gifts from generous hearts. Generosity is contagious.
Wouldn’t it be something if giving today was as generous as it was in the Book of Exodus? We
can’t help but think that the generosity of a few and then a few more and then many more is contagious!
Could something like that generosity happen today? Of course, it could! Because the same Spirit
of God that moved the Old Testament people of God to freewill generosity is still active in
God’s people today.
This account from the Book of Exodus is an encouragement to practice freewill and generous
giving for the work of the Lord. And once this freewill generosity gets underway, then God’s
people catch the spirit of generosity and marvelous things happen.
Remember, God can and does provide us with all that we need. As stewards of the Lord’s resources, He has entrusted us to use those resources wisely for His Kingdom and His purposes.
Excerpts from LCMS “Encouraging Generous Stewards” by Larry Ulrich
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are members and are
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,
inspiration and service. We invite you
to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”
Psalm 100:2 our motto.

LWML AUGUST OUTING:
Museum of Natural History & Harn Museum of Art. August 25th.
Keep watching announcements and August Tidings for updates and details.
DID YOU KNOW? What is a MITE and the LWML LOVE FUND?
The LWML Love Fund is used to help cover expenses and to support various charities such as
the 2 seminary food banks, Missionary Matt Wasmund and many others. Collected at LWML
meetings.
Mite money is used to further God's kingdom through the mission projects selected by delegates
at LWML District and International conventions.

LWML MITE COLLECTION
The next Mite Collection will be Saturday, July 4 & Sunday, July 5
Your contributions are more important now than ever before since the District is many
thousands of dollars behind in supporting various mission projects/grants due to no church
services and meetings because of the virus. One example is as follows:
God's Word Changes Everything - $95,000
Lutheran Bible Translators is training people from churches in Ethiopia and Tanzania to
translate the Bible into their own languages as a part of seminary training. This mission grant is
being used to equip pastors and lay leaders in the translation of God's Word in the numerous
local dialects for the benefit of their Tanzanian and Ethiopian people in their everyday worship.
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY!
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SCRAPPY QUILTERS
Greetings! As things are beginning to open up and we are adjusting to the new "normal" The
Scrappy Quilter's mission to bring comfort and joy to God's children continues to thrive. I was
finally able to deliver the quilts mentioned in the March newsletter to the Beds and Blankets ministry. The
women in the office who received them were excited to see the beauty of the quilts. They told me already in
2020 they have provided beds and blankets for over 400 children who were without them! As I walked to my
car I noticed a car loading up a trunk with bedding and the delivery van was in the parking lot ready to make
another delivery. We feel so blessed to be able to be able to provide quilts for this ministry.
I was also able to make deliver the items previously mentioned in the March Newsletter to Kid Central.
Dayana the director received the quilts, drawstring bags, and pajama sets with open arms. She is delighted by
the handcrafted items we make for them and appreciates the love that goes into them. She was particularly
excited to see the plastic canvas crosses attached to the quilts.
Our biggest effort this month was put into making fun kits for the Sozo kids to help keep them busy and
out of trouble this summer. Their summer camp will not happen this year, so the kits provide a sort of virtual
camp for them. Julia Mack headed up a group of Scrappy Quilters from Del Webb and other Del Webbers to
collect items and donations for art activities for week 1 and card games for week 2 as well as sewing
drawstring bags to put the goodies in. I made kits for week 3 that consisted of 2 Milk Jug scoops, 2 paper
plate targets (made by Pam Bixler), 8 hand sewn snow balls and 10 Solo cups. Some of the proceeds of the
mask fundraiser were used to purchase what was not donated for the kits. In total 74 kits were made for week
1, 59 kits for week 2 and 13 kits for week three. That amounts to 158 drawstring bags( 12 of the extra bags
will be given to Kid Central), 104 hand sewn balls, 26 handcrafted milk jug scoops. and 20 paper plate
targets.
A distribution of $1,000.00 each was sent to Sozo, Community of Gratitude, and Love Inc. from some
of the proceeds of the mask fundraiser.1273 masks were sewn to date. I will continue to sew masks in Ohio
and donate them to charities in the Cleveland area. Thank you for your generous support of this project. What
a great way to help protect people and at the same time raise funds to help fund the food pantries that are in
desperate need. I am taking a much needed break in Ohio. I am hoping we can start up meetings again in the
Fall when I return. Have a wonderful safe and healthy summer!
Blessings abound!
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Sue Lehota

330-414-8406

suelehota@aol.com
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LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES
Looking for direction during these difficult times?
Lutheran Hour Ministries is here to help you stay close to God’s Word while grappling
with the fear and uncertainty surrounding COVID – 19.
To learn more, visit lhm.org/covid-19. LHM offers Daily Devotions, The Lutheran Hour
and a variety of on-line bible studies that you can experience with others or study individually. These opportunities for spiritual growth and comfort are free and available on
line at the LHM.org website.
Check out 3 new courses very timely for this difficult time:
1.Stress & Worry In The Life of a Christian
Learn to look to God’s Word for strength, manage your own stress or worry, and reach
out with Christian support to someone who is dealing with stress or worry.
2.Me And My Household
Examine the concept of households in the Bible and our culture today. Learn to map your
whole household and consider how vibrant it is.
3.Building A Vibrant Household
Explore spiritually vibrant households and characteristics that any household can nurture.
Evaluate your own household’s vibrancy and take the next steps in building a more vibrant household.
ENROLL in these self-paced courses at LHM.ORG/LEARN TODAY!!
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JULY NEWSLETTER: MUSIC NOTES
Robert Browning, the poet, said, “All poetry is the problem of putting the infinite into the finite.” I
would suggest that is the problem for all the arts – how do we express the inexpressible? For the
singers and musicians at Trinity, I would suggest we attempt to do it through our music. There are moments when God comes to us in the combination of sound and harmony, or in a sacred musical text.
It is an experience of communion. For each of us, this experience is mysterious and unique. God
comes to us – in nature, in Scripture, in a painting, in a ‘still, small voice,’ in music, in worship, or
other ways - sometimes it is granted to us many times in our lives, sometimes only once or a few
times, and it is so mysteriously wonderful that this experience of the Divine brings us back, time and
again, year after year – in hopes of having it again. Thus choirs sing, thus worship takes place – our
response to what we have known in God coming to us. All beauty is from God - and so the arts are
given to us - that we might experience God in them, and rejoice.
*****
What is happening with our music at Trinity in the months ahead?
July: Glor y Road Singer s are leading the music all month. We thank the Lor d for their willingness to prepare and attend rehearsal, and to share their faith-filled Gospel music every 10.30 service.
It is not possible for them to sing two other services, so if you want to hear them, come to 10.30.
August: J udy Hall, our gifted pianist, will play some rousing piano/or gan duets with me. She
will also be our guest musician leading worship, when I am away the end of the month. We are
hoping the Sonrise Choir (our women’s chorus) will feel able to sing and lead worship a few Sundays
in August at 10.30. Joan Egeland, our director/pianist, is feeling better, after her hip issues, and so, it
is more possible that Sonrise will be with us in August.
***If you are, or have been, considering coming to choir – this is the season to join in the fun
and fellowship, the hard work, and the satisfaction we all find in singing the lord’s praises
together. We have a really good time at rehearsals – ask anyone who is in the choir –Here’s some
good news: you don’t have to join the choir. Just show up – and give it a try.
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I am not expecting you to be an opera star, just a regular person who likes to sing with others and
praise the lord. I know you are ‘out there’ because i hear some lovely sounds coming from the
congregation during the hymns.
MORE GOOD NEWS; YOU DON’T HAVE TO COME FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS! If your
interest is the Christmas music, then show up for the christmas portion of the rehearsal, at 6.30 pm.
We practice for Christmas at that time – until 7.15. Then we sing a benediction song, and go on our
way ‘rejoicing.’ until next week…
If you want to ring bells, you may not have heard me say that the ‘only requirement for learning to
ring bells is the ability to count to ‘4.’ This is true! We will teach you the mechanics of ringing, and
help mark your part, so you know when to ring. It is really a lot of fun together, a team effort. Bells
ring once a month, and also for all special worship occasions. Our small group bells ring more often,
accompanying the choir and congregation on hymns and anthems.
Attendance for the 3 services is not what it was, before the virus shutdown, but it is improving. By the
fall, we are hoping to begin all our regular choir rehearsals, starting on September 17, Thursday.
Bells: 2.30 pm Sonrise: 4 pm Glory Road: 5 pm Sanctuary choir: 6 pm.
Our choirs were at full capacity, before the virus. It may take time to build them again, so please consider lending your musical interest and come help us out. You are very needed this coming year! Of
course, we must be prepared for other possibilities, dependent upon CDC recommendations and decisions. BUT, this is my plan, for now.
Lastly, HERE IS THE FINAL INCENTIVE I DANGLE BEFORE YOU, to tempt you to come to
choir: OUR SD PARTY!!! Yes, PARTY!!! Yes, SD!!! (for the clueless, ‘SD’ is social distancing). We
can still laugh, we can still eat, we can still drink, we can still enjoy each other’s company, we can
still sit 6 ft. apart and sing through our Christmas concert music, and decide what we want to learn.
We are thinking of Sunday afternoon, September 20 – the exact date may be changed – but we are Invited to ‘Sparkle’s (Kathy Edenhofer) big and beautiful home for the party. UPDATES NEXT
MONTH!!!
See you in church,
Rocket
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TRADITION PART 5
According to President Roosevelt, December 7, 1941 is a day that will live in infamy. For most
people, there are also other days that qualify for that same title. It may be a wedding anniversary, a
birthday, the birth of a child, or the death of someone special. For me it is December 24, 1966. I came
home from work only to be informed by my mother that a special letter had come and that she had put
it under the Christmas tree. I opened the letter and read the opening salutation, Greetings, From the
President of the United States. The letter went on to state that I was to report to the Greyhound Bus
Depot in San Diego, California at 6:00 AM on the 24th of January 1967. From there, I would be transported to the Army recruitment office, Los Angles, California for induction into the United States Army. What a Christmas present! I still have the letter, which is matted and framed and hanging in the
hall way of our house.
Next to my draft letter hangs another document I received during my stay in the Army. It is a
certificate of completion of training from Company B, 6th Special Forces Group Airborne, 1st Special
Forces and signed by Lt. Colonel Lancelot W. Krueger, Commanding. This certifies that I am proficient in all aspects of “unconventional warfare” to include but not limited to ……
In August of 1967, I received orders to a special operations unit for additional training to deploy
somewhere overseas. I came to understand that if the Army was going to deploy me into a hazardous
hostile environment; it wanted to provide me with the best opportunity to survive. I can tell you that
they did their job extremely well. I’m here today to tell my story. However; there are circumstances
the Army cannot prepare anyone for. Unfortunately, no one has developed a training program or method to remove something from one’s memory once it has been seen.
The church, like the Army has an obligation to train its warriors, soldiers, or if you prefer, its
members. This is not a request from headquarters, but a command from the Commander-In-Chief.
And, it is our duty to follow the orders. Jesus, before He ascended ordered us to go and make disciples.
The word for disciples in this context means (1) “to direct one’s mind to something,” (2) “to learn
and to know,” and (3) “to understand.” The church is told to do this by teaching and instruction. In
other words, the church is to train the people of God. This is so we know and understand what is expected of us when we go into the mission field, or our neighborhood, or the supermarket. We are to go
as we are going.
At Trinity, this is done in several ways. On Sunday morning our training comes in the form of
instructions by the readings (the Old Testament, the Psalms, the Epistles, and the Gospel.), then we are
instructed by the spoken word, and finally by partaking of the living Word in communion. In addition,
there is usually a Christian Education class between services. Then, there is Wednesday night Bible
study, and finally there are small groups. All this is good, but there is something better, our own individual quiet time of devotion and reflection. It is my own personal opinion, that without the latter the
former only becomes something of a ritual or something we must do. The most inspirational people I
know are those who, each day spend time communing with their heavenly Father and being fed by His
word, receiving His grace and learning how to love and serve others. Quiet time is our daily bread and
coming to church is our dessert.
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TRADITION PART 5 (continued)
However, we may receive all the training the church has to offer and still not be prepared for all life’s
situations. Consider the unexpected death or even the end of a long suffering disease, either mental or
physical, of a parent, spouse, a child or even a marriage. How do we deal with the loss, the emptiness,
the loneness, the pain? And yes, the anger. How does one enter a world that one is not prepared for?
How does one deal with the unanswered prayer for healing even after they claim the promises of the
Bible. The one that states God will do what we ask in His Son’s name? I could list a myriad of other
questions I have received over my 30 plus years as a priest. The only thing I can say is that there are
no easy answers. There is no one size fits all solution. There is no magic wand I can wave to make
everything better. But this I have learned.
The hymn “It Is Well With My Soul” was written after traumatic events in Horatio Spafford's
life. The first two were the death of his four-year-old son and the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, which
ruined him financially (he had been a successful lawyer and had invested significantly in property in
the area of Chicago that was extensively damaged by the great fire). His business interests were further hit by the economic downturn of 1873, at which time he had planned to travel to Europe with his
family on the SS Ville du Havre. In a late change of plan, he sent the family ahead while he was delayed on business concerning zoning problems following the Great Chicago Fire. While crossing
the Atlantic Ocean, the ship sank rapidly after a collision with a sea vessel, the Loch Earn, and all
four of Spafford's daughters died. His wife Anna survived and sent him the now famous telegram,
"Saved alone …". Shortly afterwards, as Spafford traveled to meet his grieving wife, he was inspired
to write these words to the hymn “It is well with My Soul” as his ship passed near where his daughters had died.
Life can be so unpredictable-joys and sorrow, beautiful blessings and distressing difficulties
can come unexpectedly. Our life’s dreams and plans can change in an instant. We all know this to be
true. So how can we find peace amid such turbulence? Perhaps we cannot always say that everything
is well in all aspects of our lives. There will always be storms to face, and sometimes there will tragedies. But, with faith in a loving God and trust in His divine help, we can say, “It is well, it is well with
my soul.”
A modern version of the song reads, “far be it from me not to believe, even when my eyes can’t
see, and this mountain that’s in front of me, will be thrown into the mist of the sea. So let go my soul
and trust in Him, the waves and wind still know His name.” and finishes with the chorus, “Through it
all, through it all, my eyes are on you, and it is well and it is well; with me.”
No matter what version you may like to listen to and sing along with, my prayer is that no matter what circumstances may happen in this worldly existence, that the song in your heart will always
be, “it is well with the soul that lives within me.”
Douglas Mussey
Board of Christian Education
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We need your Help!
Are you willing to give a couple of hours a month to deliver flowers to those who are
ill in our church family. This requires delivery only as the recipients are not
expecting a visit. Our members are very appreciative .
Please contact Marianne Merrow m.merrow@comcast.net for more information.

MEMORIALS
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following:
Joan Dahlke
Sharon Lilley
Bob Booth
John McClintock
A gift was given to the Music Fund in Honor of the 90th Birthday of
Jeannette Theiss

If you have any submissions for the
Trinity Tidings or if you just have comments
or suggestions, please email us at
staff@trinitysummerfield.org

The deadline for the
August 2020 Newsletter is
** Wednesday, July 15th**
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LOVE INC CLOTHE A KIDFrom Michelle Steinmetz at LOVE INCHello! As a previous participant in Love INC's Clothe-A-Kid program, you know how
fun, easy and rewarding it is to shop with a family to provide much needed back to
school clothing.
Our event this year is taking place at Kohl's again on Tuesday July 28 and
Thursday July 30. Last year, 130 children went back to school looking their best! That
would not have been possible without your generosity. I am reaching out to you to see if
you would participate again and help us make this year's event just as successful as last
year's event was.
We are in need of shoppers to spend about an hour and a half sharing the love of
Christ with our families and for donors to sponsor families. If you can help in either
of these two areas, please use the link below to sign up.

Click here to sign up for Clothe a Kid
We recognize this year presents challenges we have not faced before. Please let me know
if you have any questions about procedures or if I can help you in any way.
In His Service,
Michelle Steinmetz
Executive Administrative Assistant
Love In the Name of Christ of the Heart of Florida
15797 South Hwy 441 Summerfield, FL 34491
352.245.8774 x 203
Email: admin@loveincheartofflorida.org
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Trinity Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Notes
June 16, 2020
As the next order of business, a motion was made by Chuck Wilt to accept
Bill Myer’s resignation. (personal reasons) The motion was seconded by
Gary Eckoff. Motion carried. Our new Council President, Gil Dahnke welcomed Stu Vogt to the
Council in the position of Vice President.
PASTOR’S REPORT: The Pastor’s Report was distributed. Just under 300 attended in each of the
last two weeks since the church opened, which is a good number under the circumstances. Pastor
Blair stated that their ministries have been challenged, but some new avenues have been opened.
Small groups may need to be resumed as “Zoom” meetings.
BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT: Jill Esposito informed Council that the office has been trying to
save money during this down time at the Church by doing the following: (1) making sure the A/C is
not kicking on in empty rooms, (2) ordering a smaller dumpster, (3) cleaning reduced to once per
week as there were no services, meetings, or activities, (4) not ordering Altar flowers, (5) not printing
as much, and (6) unplugging some of the refrigerators and freezers. Also, she is keeping accurate records for the Forgiveness Part of the Paycheck Protection Program. Jill recognized the efforts of Lee
Stump and Jeff Stutler for all of their efforts and commitment to making the live-streaming services
happen. She is missing the 2019 Annual Report for the Board of Christian Education. Doug Mussey
will follow up on that. Jill also asked for Council’s input as to whether or not the 2019 Annual Report
package should be printed. It was recommended that they be made available on-line, and a small
amount be printed and placed in the Library.
OLD BUSINESS: Since the June Voter’s Meeting did not take place as originally scheduled, Council
was asked to decide if/when it will be rescheduled. Can have a Congregational meeting yet this month
and still be safe? Should we postpone the meeting or cancel it? Chuck Wilt made the following MOTION: Due to current COVID-19 restrictions, Council shall delay the first 2020 Voter’s Meeting and
review circumstances, month-to-month, before deciding when to reschedule, depending on COVID-19
and State and CDC guidelines at the time of the review. Patti Paxton seconded. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:
Opening the Church for Meetings. Our Business Manager, Jill Esposito, has received requests from
both internal Church groups and outside groups to resume their meetings in the Church facilities. The
Elders have discussed opening the church for meetings and activities, which they recommend could be
allowed starting July 1, 2020. Chuck Wilt made the MOTION: Council shall approve opening the
Church to meetings of both inside and outside groups and other activities, as recommended by the
Board of Elders, effective July 1, 2020. Patti Paxton seconded. Discussions were held, but there were
more questions than answers at this time. The consensus was that we hold off opening for meetings
and activities until the Fall. Motion did not carry. When the decision is made to open the church up to
meetings again, Jill has asked for assistance in formulating a written plan to offer to those groups using church facilities, which would detail what will be expected of each group regarding safely meeting
and cleaning after each meeting.

Page 18

Future of Trinity South. Dennis Esch started the discussion. He questioned
whether a new location would mean another “mini-me” situation or an actual
satellite location. Doug Mussey discussed the merits of coming to physical
church. President Dahnke asked Dennis to sit down with him to discuss pursuit
of another physical location. Dennis thinks there are others more involved in
Trinity South with whom to have these discussions. Pastor Dan reiterated that
we don’t have anyone dedicated to that ministry nor do we have a community
center location vs. a nursing home. No action was taken.
On-Line Meetings. Dennis brought up the possibility of video-conferencing for Council meetings.
There was some discussion, but nothing was decided.
Refinancing. Gary Eckoff was looking on-line for church refinancing possibilities. He entered into
some discussions with Thrivent, who says they can better our interest rates on both loans by 1%. There
are still a lot of questions to be answered, so Gary would like to form a small group to look into the
possibilities. He asked Gil Dahnke, Stu Vogt, and Dennis Esch to work with him in moving forward to
explore our options, including penalties for leaving our current lender.
ATTENDANCE REPORT:
President Gil Dahnke presented the Attendance Report (copy attached.) Since there haven’t been regular in-church services, the current Attendance Report shows the number of hits for the on-line offerings.
BOARD REPORTS:
Fellowship: Patti Paxton informed Council that we had a lot of food in the freezers when we shut
down in March. She and Toney Kendrick inventoried that food and donated it (about $1,800 worth) to
St. Theresa’s. She read a letter from St. Theresa’s (copy attached). She also let us know that another
freezer was donated, thereby eliminating the possible necessity of purchasing another one.
Stewardship: Dennis Esch provided copies of screen shots of our updated Vanco “Give Plus” on-line
giving system. Accessed via the Trinity Web site under the Gifts/Tithes button, it’s more intuitive with
greater gift/tithe options including giving with credit cards and an added bonus is a new mobile
option for phone users. Dennis also went on to explain his continuing involvement with the LCMS
Foundation and becoming a Gift Planner for Trinity Lutheran. Members of Trinity will be able to explore gifting options that offer unique tax deductions and favorable income choices. Including If necessary, updating ones current will/trusts/power of attorney papers with a Christian perspective. Direct all
requests to the church office.
It was agreed that Council would not meet over the summer (July or August 2020), so our next meeting
was scheduled for September 15, 2020 at 1:30 PM. Items that need to be handled during that time
(including the Budget) will be done via e-mail,
Patti Paxton moved that the meeting be adjourned. Gary Eckoff seconded. Meeting was adjourned.
Pastor Dan closed the meeting with prayer.
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Come & Worship With Us

North Campus
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Also live streamed on our website at
www.trinitysummerfield.com

South Campus
Canceled until further notice due
to COVID 19 precautions

God’s Blessings to...

