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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 

A MATCHING CHALLENGE 
 
By now you’re aware that a generous family in our congregation is offering up to 
$250,000 in matching funds for debt retirement on our old church facility. In other words, 
if you give $1,000 for this program, it will be matched at $1,000 and debt will be reduced 
by $2,000. If you give $20,000, it will be matched and $40,000 of debt burden will be    
removed. 
 
I am excited about this program, and not just because it gives us a chance to bury debt. I’m 
excited because it challenges members to step forward in giving, and it gives them the ex-
citement of doubling their gift. If you were considering purchasing something, only to find 
that someone was offering to double your investment, wouldn’t you be excited about that 
opportunity? That’s the opportunity that all members of Trinity have right now, and I’m 
hoping that most of us will step through this door of opportunity. 
 
It’s been mentioned that if 250 people came forward and offered $1,000 for this campaign, 
we will have reached the full potential of $500,000 for debt retirement. That sounds won-
derful – I hope and pray that we can even exceed that amount. Some of you may not have 
$1,000 to invest, while others may have far more than $1,000 to invest. The point, as 
Scripture says, is not that we are all giving the same, but that we are all giving according 
to how God has blessed us. 
 
One other note: These gifts are meant to be over-and-above our cheerful, regular gifts to 
the church. It would be “robbing Peter to pay Paul” for us to simply defer money from our 
general budget giving to this project. The regular mission and ministry of Trinity          
continues, and God asks us to give our first and best on a regular, ongoing basis. 
 
There were more than a few tears in the eyes of many of us who heard the wonderful news 
of this matching gift at our voters’ meeting recently. Now it’s time to participate and see 
this gift through to full fruition. May God so encourage you! 
 

 
 

Overwhelming grace keep you, 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER  
 

At the December Congregation Voters meeting, I had the pleasure of reading a letter from a Trinity 
family regarding a dollar matching program to reduce our current debt at Trinity. 
Following is a short message from the anonymous donor family of that gift. 
*             *            *            *            *            *            *            *            *            * 

A matched promise  
 
It’s already a new year! Not sure we are ready, but we are glad to see 2020 end. We think that many 
of you are too.  
 
We felt that last year, even with its challenges, gave us a reason to be thankful, and to share with our 
church friends that what God has shared with us. Our goal, to end a chapter in Trinity’s debt         
restructuring. By many measures, we are not what you would call wealthy, but we wish to share. It’s 
a once in a lifetime opportunity to see, feel and make a difference.  
 
This match of $250,000 is real. We promise! We hope that many will find it in their heart to join in 
and share in this match challenge that each will see/feel the joy it brings. Remember: Give praise to 
God and be blessed in all that you do.  
 
Thank you, Trinity.  
A Trinity Family  
 
For more information on how to give to this match, celebrating the closeout of the fellowship 
hall loan, please feel free to contact the church office. A copy of the original letter will be posted 
on the church website for viewing. 
 
*            *            *            *            *            *            *            *            *            * 
 
This is a great opportunity for Trinity and I hope everyone will prayerfully consider participating in 
this match gift program as God has truly Blessed us. 
 

OFFICERS ELECTED FOR THE 2021 CALENDAR YEAR 
Gilbert Dahnke – President,  Gary Horton – Vice President,  Pam Bixler – Recording Secretary, 

Gary Eckoff – Treasurer,  Rusty Ryan – Financial Secretary 
 

Due to the COVID-19 situation, a January thru April 2021 budget was approved by the Voters 
and the council will provide either another 4 month or 8 month budget (depending of the status 
of the pandemic) to Voters for approval in late April. 
 

Gilbert Dahnke – President 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are  members and are 
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,       inspiration and service.  We invite you 
to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”     
Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 
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LWML MITE COLLECTION 
 
The next Mite Collection will be on Saturday, January 2nd and Sunday, January 
3rd.  Your contributions are very important in supporting many various mission projects/
grants.  Two examples are as follows: 

 
Making Jesus Known in U.S. Ethnic Communities   -   $10,000 
Concordia Seminary respectfully seeks a grant to help fund the education costs of ethnic      
student/church workers passionately sharing the Gospel among their immigrant/ethnic       
communities.  Many of these students have considerably strained financial circumstances and 
virtually none can fund these costs. 
 
Support for Lutheran Family Services of Haiti:  Jacmel Lutheran Home  -  $5,000 
A Florida-Georgia District grant would be used to operate Ministry in Mission's Jacmel       
Lutheran Home.  Prior to their admission, the residents had no family or government safety net 
to provide for their basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, and medicine.  The Jacmel Lutheran 
Home freely provides for these needs along with daily spiritual care.   
 
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY! 

 
You’re Invited! 

 
As we begin a new year, the LWML would like to invite all of the women of the 
congregation to their first meeting on Tuesday, January 26th at 1:00 p.m. in the   
Fellowship Hall. Come one and all, our program will be a surprise. There will be a 
devotional message from Pastor Blair and a short business meeting. At this time, no 

refreshments will be served, and everyone is asked to wear a mask and social distance inside the 
building.   

 
Baskets of Love-We are also asking for donations from the women who      
attend, but also the rest of the congregation who would like to help us fill 
"Baskets of Love" for our EMTs and Paramedics .  We will be delivering    
baskets as a surprise on Valentines Day to the three stations who could respond 
to Trinity in the event of an emergency.   We would like to include snack 

items, such as wrapped crackers & cookie packets, snack size bags of chips and other snacks, wrapped 
candy, etc. (No beverages please)   If you would like to add to our baskets, please drop off your       
donations to Room 4 in the back of the sanctuary anytime during January and up to Feb. 7th.    
 
We will be surprising the heros on Valentines Day with our "Basket of Love"  for all they do for us 
and our community.   Thanks to you also for helping us spread our thanks.   
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The Trinity Lutheran Church Committee on Global Missions Statement: 
 

The Trinity Lutheran Church Committee on Global Missions works to inspire our fellow Christians to spread 
the  Gospel throughout the world by any and all God pleasing methods. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The committee would like to thank you for remembering to pray for Persecuted Christians who are not free to 
worship our Lord. They continue to gather to pray and study the gospel even though they are hunted, tortured, 
imprisoned and killed. Please continue to include them in your daily prayers. 

 
From Voice of the Martyrs: 

 
Mission: The Voice of the Martyrs is a non-profit, interdenominational organization with a vision for aiding 
Christians around the world who are being persecuted for their faith in Christ, fulfilling the Great            
Commission, and educating the world about the ongoing persecution of Christians. 
 
Because the New Testament was written to persecuted believers, it is filled with examples of how to pray for 
our brothers and sisters under attack. 
 
Here are 5 examples from Ephesians: 
 Please pray persecuted believers would know the hope God gives (Ephesians 1:18). 
 Pray the Holy Spirit would strengthen them (Ephesians 3:16). 
 Please pray persecuted believers would know how much God loves them (Ephesians 3:17) 
 Pray they would know how to share the gospel (Ephesians 6:19). 
 Please pray persecuted believers would fearlessly tell others about Jesus (Ephesians 6:20). 
  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We would also like to thank you for your generous contributions last year. We were able to 
support the following projects: Voice of the Martyrs, the Puerto Rico Earthquake Relief (the 
earthquake of May 2, 2020), Bibles for Africa (for new Christians and new seminary          
students), Water Projects in Africa, Project Help (funding missions in Haiti), and Mission   

Advancement in the Dominican Republic. 
 
We also contributed to the following Lutheran Church Missouri Synod projects: The Concordia International 
School in Shanghai, World Relief and Human Care (specifically in Cambodia), and the Honduras Mission 
Project. As you can see your generosity has traveled around the world in an effort to spread the good news of 
the Gospel.     
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Please save these dates of our upcoming events: 
 
   World Day of Prayer, Friday, March 5, 2021 
    National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 6, 2021 
    International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church,  Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The TLC Committee on Global Missions  next meeting will be on January 18, 2021 at 10 a.m..         
Everyone is invited to attend. For more information, please contact Jan Garner (352-598-2048).  
 
 
FROM THE COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS, BOARD OF EVANGELISM 



   FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

Matt. 22:21 – “…Then he said to them, ‘Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’” 

 
     So what is Jesus saying? Doesn’t everything belong to God? Yes, and God has a place for         
everything. Some of what He gives us goes to Caesar. Some must come back to the work of His 
Church. And some goes to support the families He has given us. All belongs to God, and He has work 
for us to do with what He has given us in the home, in the Church, and in society. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

 
Does God work in mysterious ways?  Who said miracles do not happen anymore? 
They sure do!    Let us take God’s actions and put them into perspective here at Trinity.  
 
How you ask?   
 
With passage of the recent legislative response to the economy and considering that each family 
household at Trinity will be receiving either $600 or $1200 from the U.S. Treasury, and in regards to 
the unique challenge that has been offered to Trinity to match a loan repayment on the original   
building, currently in use as office/fellowship hall, of $250,000.00, if Trinity’s membership found it 
in their heart to forward some if not all of that payment to this cause, then the match will be finished,  
and the loan payoff completed in record time.    
 
Whew!   Now that is a miracle that is right before our eyes. 
 
One can debate whether this is God’s handiwork.   With faith, it sure looks like it.  Blessings….. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

December 13, 2020 

William & Pam Sellers 
 
9701 E Hwy 25 Lot 109 
Smith Lake Shores 
Belleview, FL  34420 
419-205-0125 

Shari Lackey 
 
2532 Jessup St. 
Hadley 
The Villages, FL  32162 
331-725-1695 

Not Pictured: 
Howard & Susan Coon 

Ann Lenz 
Ed Lenz 

WELCOME TO TRINITY!!  

Ed Lenz 
 

564 A Midway Dr 
Silver Springs Shores 
Ocala, FL  34472 
352-292-3468 

Howard & Susan Coon 
 
14426 SE 87th Ter Rd 
Little Lake Weir 
Summerfield, FL  34491 
309-756-7295 

Ann Lenz 
 
564 A Midway Dr 
Silver Springs Shores 
Ocala, FL  34472 
352-292-3468 
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MEMORIALS 
 

Gifts were given to Building Debt reduction in memory of the following: 
      
 Duane Smith 
     Bill Roudebush 
     Connie Aagesen (Charter Member of Trinity)    
     Nancy Behnke 
 
Gifts were given to the Music Fund in memory of the following: 
      
 Bob Hughes 
     Augusta Micketeit (Mother of Esther Aggas) 
     Bill Roudebush 
 
 
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of 
  Art Loesel  
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We wish to thank all those who contributed to the needs of the Community of  
Gratitude during 2020. It has been a very challenging year for the recipients and 
the people of Trinity have responded to their prayers. During the months of         
November and December it seemed that each week the contributions were greater 
than the prior week!! Thank you and the need is still great. 
 
Also, a huge shout out to those who volunteered to deliver the items from our 
church to the doors of the Community of Gratitude and to those who worked   
packing and carrying food items to the waiting people in their vehicles. The 2021 
volunteer list to deliver the items to the facility is steadily filling and the remaining 
six months that need volunteers are: June through September and November -
December.  
 
Again, thank you for your dedication to this mission and to those who wish to assist 
may stop at the administrative office to sign the volunteer sheet and/or call Jim 
Steinmark at 352-299-0606 to be placed in one of the open slots. 
 
Blessings– Jim Steinmark 
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In December, the Scrappy Quilters focused their energies and time on bringing Joy to GG's House, 'Kid Central, the 
Christian Care Center, and the Marion County Sheriff’s Department. Below is a summary of what each received. 
 
     GG’s House:   21 floor pillows, 179 soap washcloths, 6 quilts, 4 wool blankets, and several bags of toiletries  
     Marion County Sheriff's Department: 12 quilts, 4 camp blankets, and 4 receiving blankets  
     Christian Care Center: 14 home sewn pillowcases, several bags of toiletries, and towels & blankets  
      Kid Central:  30 Laundry bags 
  
        While doing a delivery to GG's house, Pam Bixler found out their source of toys for the children for Christmas 
had not been able to pitch in this year. We made a decision to donate up to $300.00 in toys for them from funds that 
were raised from the money donated for the masks we had sewn.  She took one of the volunteers with her to Family 
Dollar to help pick out items for the kids. It was an answer to their prayers.  It is a blessing to us to know that our 
efforts are bringing joy to so many.  
  
          In the last Newsletter, I had told you about Dr. Colonel Carlin helping us by distributing patriotic quilts to 
Veterans. We had around 50 quilts set aside for an Honor flight that had been cancelled. Those have now all found 
homes. As a result, we have received many thank you notes and donations to help us with our ministry.  He has 
come by and shared many heartwarming stories about how those quilts blessed those receiving them.  We used the 
funds that came in from this to purchase some very nice fabrics specific to each branch of the service. Thank you Dr. 
Colonel Carlin for helping spread comfort and Joy! 
  
          We wish also to thank Debbie Zwolak for the 804 beautifully made Christmas card ornaments with hand    
crocheted edges. These were all distributed to the people served by GG's house and they too brought much joy to 
many living in despair. 

  
           
On November 30th I got a divine inspiration to bring joy to the        
congregation in the form of Christmas Print masks. I put the idea forth 
to the Scrappy Quilters and we were able to put together 177 masks, 
which were set up at the coffee station for selection on  
December 12th and 13th. They were very well received.  
 
 
 
 
  
 

           This month we were also blessed with making a new contact with Children's Home Society/ Healthy Families 
to distribute the baby items we sew and learned that the Infant and Toddler Pantry had finally reopened.  Pam Bixler 
was excited to make distributions to them. We had 2 bags of baby items sitting in Meeting room 1 that were just 
waiting to be delivered when things reopened after Covid shutdowns. 
  
           In the New Year, we will continue with our normal distributions and have set a goal to provide quilts for 
those residing at the Christian Care Center. More on this in the next newsletter article. Our first meeting in the New 
Year will be January 8.   We would love to have you join us. We meet in meeting room 3 on Fridays from noon until 
3:00. If you can't join us but would like to help here is a list of items we need - washcloths, bars of soap/ scrap     
fabric, old pillows,  & scrap batting to fill dog beds/ macramé cord, or clothesline for drawstrings/ blankets new or 
used.          
 

Happy New Year!-Sue Lehota      call or text 330-414-8406      suelehota@gmail.com 
  

SCRAPPY QUILTERS 
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2021 Trinity Lutheran Church Secret Prayer Pals: Prayerfully consider joining this 
simple but powerful and rewarding ministry for 2021. Simply fill out the form    
below with all the requested information and return it  by January 31, 2021 to: 
 

Patty Talbott, 1131 Santa Cruz Drive, The Villages, FL 32162 
 
You will receive your 2021 Secret Prayer Pal information by mail by end of       
February. If you have any questions, call Patty Talbott, (352) 561-4952. 



NO EASY ANSWERS Part 1 
 
I believe one of the most important jobs of a Christian is to answer questions both believers and non
-believers have. Regardless of what I might think about the question, I must always assume that it is 
important to the one asking the question. I must also follow the adage that there are no stupid   
questions, there are only stupid answers. For deep intense questions, there must be well thought out 
answers put in a context which is understandable. Most of the time, simple answers are the best. 
Even admitting, “I do not know,” should be an acceptable answer.  
 
 Then there are the questions that are designed to trap us into saying something that can be 
used against us. Let me give you an example. In the eighth chapter of the book of John, Jesus is 
teaching at the temple. It is morning and all seems to be going well. All of a sudden there is a    
commotion as the scribes and Pharisees are hauling a woman down the street with them. They     
arrive at the early morning Old Testament study and cast the woman at the feet of Jesus. They      
announce to Him that the woman at His feet was caught in the very act of adultery. Then, Hermon, 
the leader of the group informs Jesus that the Law of Moses states that she should be stoned. After a 
pause for effect, Hermon boldly walks up to Jesus, looks Him dead in the eyes and asks the      
question; “what do you think we should do with her?”  
 
 There are two reactions from the crowd. The first is a gasp as they try to imagine what Jesus 
will say. The second is a roar of approval, thinking that Hermon has just placed Jesus on the horns 
of a dilemma. You see, Jesus is talking about forgiveness and love. If Jesus tells Hermon and his 
followers to forgive the woman, they will have a case for Jesus not obeying the laws of Moses. On 
the other hand, if Jesus comes out and states that the woman should be stoned, He will lose        
credibility, and all the talk about forgiveness and love is worthless.  
 
 The aim of Hermon and his group is to show the crowd that one way or another Jesus is 
someone who is a danger to their religious way of live. They are not interested in the law; otherwise 
they would have brought the man also. Their only aim is to discredit Jesus, and they believe this 
time they have succeeded. Little do they know that they will be fooled again.  
 
 Did Jesus give them an answer? Of course not. What he did do was to place them in the same 
category of sinner as the woman. Having realized this fact, they left with their tails between their 
legs, only to come up with a more devious plan.  
 
 Sometimes, we must act like Jesus, and determine what the real issue behind the question is. 
Or, why is this important? Sometimes, we also must drop down and doodle in the dirt to come up 
with a solution or answer to the problems an individual faces. Sometimes, we like Jesus are placed 
on the horns of a dilemma and must do some deep soul searching. Sometimes, there is no right    
answer and sometimes there is no wrong answer. Sometimes, there is no answer.  
 
 We as called servants of God must remember that we are only human and have limitations. 
Please remember when someone asks the impossible, it is impossible to answer and no answer just 
may be the best answer.  
 

 
  -Doug Mussey; Board of Christian Education.   
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If you have any submissions for the  
Trinity Tidings or if you just have  

comments or suggestions, please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 

The deadline for the  
February 2021 Newsletter is  

** Friday, January 15** 
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The Council did not meet in December 2020 
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Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web: www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Worship With Us 

 

North Campus 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.  

Also live streamed on our website at  

www.trinitysummerfield.com 

 

South Campus 

Canceled until further notice due  

to COVID 19 precautions 

 

God’s Blessings to... 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 
 
Return Service Requested 

Come & Learn With Us 

Adult Bible Studies: 9:15 a.m. 

 


