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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
  
As one who spends a large amount of time behind a computer screen in my life, I began to experience a  
number of eye problems this fall that got me wondering if the old adage my parents use to say to me about 
sitting too close to the TV screen was finally coming true? So, I set out to do a little research and discovered 
that there is no medical evidence supporting the idea that time spent in front of our computers, tablets, or   
television screens causes eye disease.  However, there is significant evidence that supports the development 
of a temporary condition known as Computer Eye Syndrome that tires and weakens the quality of one’s     
vision.  The good news is that it’s a temporary issue and can be addressed with something as simple as     
turning away from your screen and focusing on another target for about 20 seconds and of course, to always 
have a yearly eye exam. 
  
Why do I mention that, you ask?  In the coming weeks you’re going to be hearing a lot about eyes and      
eyesight, focus and vision, looking and watching as we move into the Season of Lent with the celebration of 
Ash Wednesday on February 26 and our preparation for the Easter celebration on April 12.  Your Pastors are 
excited to announce that our theme for this year’s Lenten Season is entitled, “Eyes on Jesus,” and is based 
upon the words from Hebrews 12:2 that states, “O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and        
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God.” 
  
You will certainly want to share in this most sacred and reflective time of the Church Year. Each week we 
will highlight characters from the Passion narrative and consider what they might have seen as they looked at 
Jesus? In most cases people misunderstood who He is and what He was doing. In some cases, people         
recognized Him outright by faith. Based upon the Gospel of Mark, we’ll examine how others viewed Him 
and how we should view Him as well. We will “fix” our eyes on what Jesus has done to save us from our sins 
by His holy and precious blood and innocent suffering and death, and celebrate what God sees on account of 
His work – a living Lord and His redeemed people!  Mark your calendars now and make plans to join with us 
each week.  See below our themes for this year: 
   

2020 Midweek Lenten Schedule 
 

“The Eyes of Jesus” 
All Services 4:00 PM 

Dinner 5:00PM (no dinner on Ash Wed.) 
  

Ash Wednesday 
“Misjudging Eyes” 
February 26 
  
Midweek Lenten Service #2 
“Betraying Eyes” 
March 4 
   
Midweek Lenten Service #3 
“Sleepy Eyes” 
March 11 

  
 We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Your Servant in Christ, Pastor Blair Clark    
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Midweek Lenten Service #4 
“Denying Eyes” 
March 18 
  
Midweek Lenten Service #5 
“Murderous Eyes” 
March 25 
  
Midweek Lenten Service #6 
“Worldly Eyes” 
April 1 
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February 
Prayers 
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FEBRUARY MUSIC NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
Our choirs are now open to new folks who want to ‘hop on, hop off’ the musical trolley. We are      
visiting a number of interesting places during Lent, Passion, Holy Week, and Easter Sundays.  
 
The good news is that you don’t need a ticket. The free trolley arrives at the station every Wednesday, 
at 6 p.m. GUESS WHAT? You can hop off, after Easter, or anytime you want. 
 
Come join in the fun, hard work, joy, and the satisfaction of learning and producing excellent music 
every week. WE DO NEED YOU to present the varied musical offerings, especially needing you for 
the BIG SUNDAYS of Palm/Passion and Easter. A big choir produces a big sound. A puny choir   
produces a puny sound. We want BIG, not PUNY, right? SO come help us achieve it! 
 
Trinity is becoming known now for its music program. What better way to help grow Trinity than for 
visitors to hear wonderful music during worship? To continue this effort, we need you and your puny
(or big) voice!  
 
IF YOU ARE BREATHING, YOU CAN SING. EVERYONE CAN SING. ALL THAT IS    
USUALLY LACKING IS CONFIDENCE. THAT, my brothers and sisters, is MY JOB – to help 
you succeed.  
 

 Rocket 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 
9:15 a.m. Sunday Mornings in the Fellowship Hall  

 
 
There will be an Adult Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 for the next 5 months. It is enti-
tled JESUS ALWAYS: EMBRACING JOY IN HIS PRESENCE!  This is a book from Sara Young. 
It will be led by Paul Stieber, discussed in small groups and be interactive. It will take one days devo-
tion from the week and explore the biblical depths and it's application to our daily lives. 
 
 You will grow in your understanding God's word and enjoy the fellowship of your Brothers and Sisters 
at Trinity. Start a New Year with learning more about your Savior Jesus!!!!  



Page 5 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
a joyous afternoon with the 

Martin Luther High School Concert 
Choir and Troubadours 

 

CONCERT OF SACRED MUSIC 
 

Sunday, March 15th at 4:00 p.m. 

This concert blends both traditional and 
contemporary music into a unique and 
powerful worship experience.  Audience 
participation is incorporated with the inclu-
sion of several hymns for all in attendance 
and the choir. 
 
The 35-voice Concert Choir will perform a 

wide variety of sacred music including 

works by Kenneth T. Kosche, David Von 

Kampen, and Karen Marrolli.  

Would you like to host two of these students in your home Sunday night? 
If so, or if you have questions, contact Pam Bixler @ 419-420-2356.  

The Troubadours, a group of 17 select   

singers specializing in contemporary Christian 

music and vocal jazz, will perform the middle 

portion of the program with songs from some of 

today’s most popular Christian artists. 

 
The public is invited to attend this performance 
as we walk together in faith during this Lenten 
season.  

Tickets are not required, but a free-will offering will be 
received to help the students defray the cost of their tour. 

 
Let’s give these young Christian adults a warm 

Trinity Lutheran welcome! 
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INTERESTED IN JOINING TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH OR 
JUST      LEARNING THE MAJOR TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE?   
 
Pastor Dan and Pastor Blair will be teaching NEW MEMBER CLASSES,           
beginning  Sunday, February 2, 9, and 16 at 9:15 a.m. in Room 5 at the 

North Campus and in the  conference room at our South Campus located at Harbor 
Chase. 
 
 This is a 6-week study of Lutheran teachings and doctrine.   
 
Classes continue on Sundays, through February 16th.   
 
The Reception of New Members and Welcome Breakfast will be held on Sunday,        
February 23rd at 9:15 a.m. If you have questions about joining Tr inity, please call 
the church office at 352-307-4500. 

 

NO  “ROARING 90’s”  LUNCHEON  IN  FEBRUARY! 
 
Our next Roaring 90’s Luncheon will be on Wednesday,  March  11th from  11:30 
a.m.- 1:00 p.m. 

SECRET PRAYER PALS:  
 
Your new 2020 Secret Prayer Pal information was mailed out this past week. 
Please note if your Secret Pal has already celebrated a January birthday or          
Anniversary; it is not too late to send a belated prayer and card in honor of 
their celebration. If you do no not receive your new Secret Prayer Pal         
information by February 3, please contact Patty Talbott at (352) 561-
4952.  

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
We sincerely thank those who have donated books to our Library in the past. You 
have certainly filled our shelves. In fact, your generosity has supplied us with an 
oversupply which we store in Room 4B.  
 

Until further notice, if you have any books to donate please take them to LOVE Inc. at Centsible   
Furnishing where they will be put to good use. Please be sure to drop by the library where you will 
find many books to your liking. For your use and enjoyment. 
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From the Committee on Global Missions,  

Board of Evangelism 
 
We ask that you continue to pray for religious freedoms and safety for        
persecuted Christians around the world.  
 
 

 
Below is a letter from your LCMS President, Rev. Dr. Harrison. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Greetings in the name of Christ: 
 
As so many have no doubt seen and heard, the ancient Christian community in that part of Iraq 
and Syria controlled by ISIS has been told to convert to Islam, leave, pay a massive tax that no 
one can come up with or die. Would you take a moment right now to join with me, my brothers and 
sisters in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, in a prayer to our heavenly Father on their    
behalf and on behalf of all throughout the world who suffer for the precious name of Jesus?  
 
All-merciful Father, You gave Your Son into the flesh to experience hatred and violence and to     
conquer them with His unfailing love. Remember in compassion Your children, our sisters and  
brothers in Iraq and elsewhere, who suffer now for the sake of Christ. Strengthen them for a good 
confession, and give them grace to entrust themselves entirely into Your loving care, knowing that 
You will never leave them or forsake them and that death is no match for the life that You have  
given in Your Son and Spirit. According to Your wisdom, bring an end to the bloodshed and        
violence. Open the hearts of Your people in all places to stand with these hurting members of 
Christ’s body and  provide any earthly aid we can to them. We ask it all in the name of Him whose 
cross is the triumph over all hatred, violence and death and whose resurrection is our everlasting 
hope, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
With you, under the saving blood,  
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison President, The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
For more resources go to www.lcms.org/president/persecution. 
 
 
Won't you join us? We meet on the third Monday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in Room 5.  
We look forward to seeing you! 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church Committee on Global Missions, Board of Evangelism 
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The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are  members and are 
encouraged to serve others through mission, education, inspiration and service.  We invite you to 
attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”     
Psalm 100:2 our motto.                          

 LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE 

  LWML Mite Box Collection 
 
The next Mite Collection will be on Saturday, February 1st and Sunday, February, 2nd.  Your 

contributions are very important in supporting many various mission projects/grants.  One of these is 
as follows:  
 

Restoring Hope for Detroit Children and Families   -   $100,000 
Camp Restore Detroit provides a safe, nurturing, Christ-centered place for children and their 
families to come and learn about God's love as they participate in art, theater, and music clas-
ses.  They also receive assistance with homework and basic educational and developmental 
skills. The adults are offered parenting, finance, and resume-building classes.  This mission 
grant will fund the renovation of previously abandoned houses into community outreach centers, 
along with the house furnishings and outreach materials.   

 
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY!  

 
February is nationally designated as Heart Month, so in keeping with this theme, the 
speaker at our meeting on Tuesday, February 25th  will be doing a presentation on 
“Women’s Heart  Awareness”.   Martha Mitchell is our congregation’s Board of Human 

Care Chair,  and also a certified instructor of the American Heart Association.   Her program will be 
interesting and informative for all women.  
 
We encourage all ladies of the congregation to come and join us at 1:00 pm for an afternoon of         
fellowship, devotion, short business meeting, program and refreshments.   This is a wonderful          
opportunity to get to know some of the other women of our congregation.   
 
The pillowcase dress ministry continues to thrive, thanks to the help of our many seamstresses and the 
leadership of Lori Yahr and Karen Hoerauf.  At this time, no supplies are needed, but we do thank   
everyone for their previous donations.  In 2019, we were able to send over 300 handmade garments to 
Mission Haiti to be used for the children in their orphanage.   
 

PRAYER SERVICE SATURDAY FEB. 8: 
The North Central LWML Zone will also be holding their semi-annual Prayer Service at 
Peace Lutheran Church in Dunellon on Saturday, Feb. 8th.  We will plan to carpool from the 
church parking lot at 8:15 am.   A continental breakfast will be served upon our arrival and the     
service will begin at 10:00 am.   For more information, or to be included in the carpool, please    
contact LWML President, Robbie Myers at 352-245-3357. 
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MEMORIALS  
 

  Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following: 
     James Mittlestead 
     Ray Zapata 
     Jason Stumbaugh 
     Ron Barr 
     James Hall, Sr. and Feli Kraemer (Close friends of Larry and Shirley Wigner) 
 
Gifts were given to the Music Fund in memory of the following: 
     Jason Stumbaugh 
     Ted Hall 
 
Gifts were given for the Board of Fellowship in memory of Jason Stumbaugh 
 
A gift was given to the Choir Robe Fund in memory of Jason Stumbaugh 
 
A gift was given for the Scrappy Quilters in memory of Jason Stumbaugh 
 
A gift was given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of Dr. Richard Oster 
 
Gifts were given for the Bell Choir in memory of the following: 
     Kathryn Linklater (Sister of Jim Jacobson) 
     Jason Stumbaugh 

BE A PART OF THE STORY – CONNECT WITH A SMALL GROUP! 
  
Our Trinity Small Group Ministry is excited to announce that registration for the Spring Season is    
currently underway and we want you to be a part of the, The Story, and invite you to connect with a 
Small Group!  What is, The Story, you ask? Written by Randy Frazee, it is an abridged, chronological 
Bible and video series that reads like a novel where Scripture segments are woven together with       
transition text into a single grand narrative that helps people understand God’s Word more fully and   
engage with it more easily.  It details the great lengths that God goes to rescue lost and hurting people 
and details His great love affair with humanity. The Story is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict,        
romance, and redemption and brings the Bible to life. Here you will discover the Lower Story of your 
life and how it unfolds within the Upper Story from God’s perspective. Locate a group near you or   
contact Pastor Blair for more information. 
 

Current Group Locations 
Stonecrest – Barb & Norm Stein – 352-307-6102 

Belleview – Jill & Franco Esposito – 352-653-7613 
Del Webb – Pastor & Rachel Kelm – 352-307-8453 

Trinity South – Paul & Lou Stieber/Brady – 608-635-7718 
Del Webb – Donna & John Faiella – 352-245-2154 

Del Webb – Dick & Mary Kay Schroeter – 352-307-1550 
Village of El Santiago – Will & Kitty Evans – 352-205-2345 

Village of Tamarind Grove – 812-343-1020 
Del Webb – Pastor & Kim Clark – 256-520-2153 
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                               SAVE THE DATE:   
 
JOINT GROUPS 9, 10 & ALL VILLAGES SOUTH OF 44 for a PICNIC/
GATHERING:   
 
on Saturday, Mar. 14th at Sterling Heights Recreation Center at 5:30 p.m. – 8:15 
p.m.  Cost per person $7.00.  Food for the evening will be Jersey Mike’s 

Subs, chips and dessert.  Coffee, Tea, water and ice is provided or BYO.  Please come and socialize 
with your fellow Trinity members. To help us plan, please let us know is your coming or not by   
signing the clipboard in the Narthex at Trinity North.  For those at Trinity South sign on the 
sign up sheet at the table. You may also call Paula Zumaris 309-235-4666. Deadline is by      
Sunday, March 8th. 
 
Villages for Group 9: Buttonwood, Duval, Hemmingway, Liberty Park, Pennecamp, Poinciana, St. 
Charles, St. James, Sunset Pointe, & Tamarind Grove.     
                                 
Group 10: Charlotte, Collier, Dunedin, Fernandina, Gilchrist, Hillsborough, LaBelle, Lake Deaton, 
Osceola Hills, Osceola Hills at Lake Deaton, Pine Ridge, Pine Hills, Pinellas, & Sanibel.  
 
All Villages South of Hwy 44 to Village of Fenny. 

 
HEY, VILLAGERS in PICNIC GROUPS  7 AND 8 !!!  
We are having a combined picnic on: 
 
WHEN:  Sunday, March 22 from 5:30 until 8 PM at the 
Canal Street Recreation Center! 
 
Wouldn't it be great to get to know people from Trinity North and 
South who live in your area of The Villages.  We’ll be dining on    
yummy Appetizers and Desserts, and playing games as we get to know 
our fellow Trinity neighbors. 
 
Please put that date on your calendar.  More information will appear in 
the weekly bulletins. If you want more information or would be     
willing to help, please call Kay Jacobson at 352-430-1577 
or kayalene43@comcast.net. 
 
Group 8:  Villages of: 
Amelia, Bonita, Caroline, Hadley, Lake Sumter Landing, Largo,    
Mallory Square, Sabal Chase, and Virginia Trace 

Group 7:  Villages of  
Ashland, Belvedere,  
Bonnybrook, Bridgeport at 
Lake Miona, Bridgeport at 
Lake Sumter, Bridgeport at 
Miona Shores, Lynnhaven, 
Mission Hills, Polo Ridge, 
Summerhill, Tall Trees, 
and Winifred. 
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 ARNIE AAGESEN  
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH MEN’S CLUB 

 

MEN’S CLUB MEETING 
JANUARY 6, 2020 

 
The Arnie Aagensen Men’s Club met for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall with 47 
members attending.  Although that was not much business to discuss, there was some 
sharing of information on upcoming events at Trinity and a request for volunteers to 
help with: undecorating the church after Christmas, assisting with the upcoming 

Bluegrass, Gospel, Dessert event on the 31st of January; and help with setup and cleanup after church 
events. 
 
The golf outings continue with one group meeting for those outside The Villages and another group 
meeting for those who live in The Villages.  No reports were given as to scores or golfers who are 
still missing. 
 
The Men’s Club is always looking for additional men to attend these monthly breakfasts.  Just signup 
in the lobby and join us on the first Monday of each month. 

Baby Bottle Drive 
 
On February 9th, Lori Chamblin, Executive Director, of the Alpha Center for 
Women, will speak to our congregation prior to our 8 am and 10:30 am service. 
This date will begin our 2020 fundraising campaign which will run until March 
8th.  
 

Located in Ocala , this organization exists to offer life affirming choices to those experiencing          
unplanned pregnancies. They are supported by the time, talents and treasures of caring churches,    
businesses and individuals in the community. Their mission is to educate, support, restore and          
empower moms and dads to choose life.  
 
A” Big” Thank You for your continued support from Barb Hunter and Ellen Rentola with the Board of 
Human Care, Sanctity of Life Committee. Lets make it another banner year of donations.              

TRINITY BOOKWORMS  
Do you like to read? So do we!   And we like to talk about what we read too!   
 
At our January meeting,  we all agreed that our January Book  
(WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING) was really great.  
 

Come join us at our monthly meeting of Trinity Bookworms on February 11 at 2:00 p.m. in the     
Narthex!  In February, we' ll be discussing THE STORY  OF ARTHUR TRULUV  by Elizabeth 
Berg.  This book is available at most area public libraries and is an enjoyable, lighthearted read.   Call 
Geri Wilt for more details at (812-343-1020) 
 
 In March, our selected book is THE SHADOW OF ALABAMA  by Judy Singer.   
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Welcome Jim & Nancy Steinmark! 
 
We are pleased to announce Jim and Nancy Steinmark will be overseeing the 
“Community of Gratitude Emergency Food Center” ministry. We want to 
share their response when asked if they would be interested: "We have been 
praying for the right opportunity for us to serve those who can use our help 
and God handed it to us. We graciously accept the role and ready for the next 
step". Welcome Jim and Nancy, you are a blessing to Trinity and the Board of 
Human Care.  

THANK YOU EVERYONE! 
 
We want to thank EVERYONE faithfully supporting the “Community of    
Gratitude, Emergency Food Center”. Because of this, the various ways of     
volunteering and never ending donations of food and monetary gifts have 
helped many less fortunate. It has been our pleasure to oversee this Board of 
Human Care ministry and once again thank you for your support. May you  

continue to be blessed by God. Bob & Marilyn Tomsik  

Attention:  
There will not be a Prayer Shawl meeting in February. 

If you have any submissions for the Trinity 
Tidings or if you just have comments or   

suggestions, please email us at 
staff@trinitysummerfield.org 

 

The deadline for the  
MARCH 2020 Newsletter is  

** Saturday, February 15th** 
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Our Trinity Small Group once again is excited about extending a  Trinity Helping Hand to the 
House of Hope in 2020.  You'll recall that last year, we wrote about how the House of Hope is a 
non-profit, 501(c)3 ,tax exempt ministry that offers  a substance abuse recovery program.   Their 
mission is to provide an affordable, comprehensive, 12-month residential program to help men 
break the chains of addiction and return to their families as the sons, husbands,  fathers and    
brothers God created them to be.  
  
Currently these men have been blessed  to live in a temporary home that they've completely       
renovated  Check out their website : www.houseofhopefl.org  to see the before and after  photos of 
the work they've been doing!   
 
Recently, we spoke with the Director, Mary Starkey, about what their current needs are and she  
indicated that  they need SUPPLIES to keep the  operation on a practical level.   
 
So, our Small Group would encourage the generous spirit of Trinity to help out for the next two 
months by bringing donations to the location in room 4 marked  "House of Hope".  The Director 
said all donations would be appreciated and she gave me a list indicating the items needed most.   
 

 
 

The deadline to return items and donate is on March 1. Thank you. 

Additionally, one of the most successful (and practical) fund raisers  they have is definitely worth 
checking out.  Every Saturday, several of the men living in the House of Hope provides the best car 
washing in the area!  Located at the Sumter Tire Store, 707 S Main St. on Highway 301 in      
Wildwood (next to Hungry Howie's), you can stop by and get a great car wash (inside and out) for 
an encouraging word and a donation!  
 
Thanking you for your generous help for this important ministry,   
Linda Armstrong,  Jack & Linda Benson,  Jim & Bobbi Berg,  Barb Fuehrmeyer,  Jim & Kay Jacobson,  Jeanette 
Theiss and Chuck & Geri Wilt 

CLEANING  
SUPPLIES 

PAPER PRODUCTS OFFICE SUPPLIES PERSONAL SUPPLIES 

Liquid Hand Soap 
Laundry Detergent 
Dawn Dish Soap 
Bleach 
Comet Cleanser 
Disinfectant Spray 
Bug Spray 
Dish Cloths/Dish Towels 
Vacuum Bags -  Type A 
  

Black 39 gallon Trash Bags 
Paper  Towels 
 Toilet  Tissue 
Facial  Tissues. 

Copy Paper 
Stamps 
Pens/Pencils 
 Tape 
Markers 
Scissors 
White-Out (liquid & tape) 

Razors 
Shaving Cream 
Body Deodorant 
Shampoo 
Bath Soap 
  
ONGOING NEED 

Coffee 
Sugar/cream 
Wash Cloths 
Towels 
Any Car Wash Supplies! 
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         FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

 

 

For all of you that are experiencing the benefits of getting your SSI/Retirement payments or 
maybe even a payroll check directly deposited into your bank acct each month, we invite you to 
share a similar process here at Trinity.  Through the Vanco Give Plus+ program, (formerly called 
Trinity e-offering) your gift/tithe is directly deposited into Trinity’s account making your gift/
tithe a seamless transaction. 
 
No forgotten, lost or missing envelopes.  No check handling or accounting errors and if your 
choice is using a Credit Card, this too is available for greater personal safety and ease.  It’s the 
future of Tithing. 
 
What has improved is your control of your gift/tithe by yourself from the comfort of your home.  
You make the same decision regarding the amount of your gift/tithe as before, and like your SSI/
retirement deposit, your gift/tithe gets credited directly to Trinity for you as you meet your     
personal stewardship goals. You can set this up to auto pay each week,  bi-monthly or monthly. 
You can modify any aspect of your gift/tithe at any time.  Even  suspend when necessary.      
Saving time in handling and processing by Trinity   volunteers who update your envelope gift/
tithe each week. Should you also then choose to stop  receiving future quarterly envelopes, the 
church expense for envelope distribution cost is eliminated.  There is no downside to Give 
Plus+.  
 
For members that travels for extended periods or are unable to place their gift/ tithe  envelope in 
the offering plate due to extended illness, Give Plus+ offers the benefit of an uninterrupted 
“Attitude of Gratitude” through your gift/tithe.  
 
Please consider streamlining your gift/tithe by joining the Give Plus+ program. Those  interested 
can go sign-in directly at the Trinity website tab for “Give Now”.  If help is needed, please reach 
out to church office for support.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

We welcome your interest in good stewardship practices here at Trinity. 
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 HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL 
 
 
In 1917 my maternal grandparents left Hamilton, Scotland for the United States of America. They    
arrived at Ellis Island, proceeded through customs, and moved to Rhode Island, where my mother was 
born. Although born in America, her nationality is 100% Scottish, which makes my nationality 50% 
Scottish. I did not think much about the land of my heritage until I made a trip to Scotland.  
 
 On our first trip, my wife and I stayed in a small hotel just outside of Bannockburn (where in 
1314 Scotland won its freedom from England). Across the street was a shop that rented formal Scottish 
attire. I walked in wearing casual clothes and walked out looking like I was ready to have dinner with 
the queen. We walked around the town taking pictures and having a good time. Putting on the attire of 
my heritage stirred something in me. I was in Scotland, wearing a kilt, in the land of my ancestors. 
Something moved inside of me; what a feeling! On that trip I heard the pipes for the first time, loved 
that sound. I had come home to the land of my heritage and the land where I belong.  
 
 I physically came home to the states. My spirit remained in Scotland and still does to this day. 
Whenever possible, I will put on one of my three kilts and head to a Celtic festival to listen to the    
music and be transported back to the land where my spirit lies. If you listen to “Highland Cathedral” 
you may understand. 
 
 For the first 10 years of my Christianity I knew nothing of our heritage. It was not until I went to 
seminary where I learned a little of our past. What I did learn was not what I deemed important. What I 
learned were names, dates, and places. What I wanted to learn was about worship and how it evolved 
over time,  and, finally, how the Eucharist was formed. After lots of study, I learned quite a bit, but not 
all. I still have questions and I’m still looking for answers. 
 
 However, what I found fascinated me. You see, the early church had their disagreements over 
theology, just like us, nothing has changed. Then some would leave and start their own sect, just like 
today. So what else is new? Those who stayed produced a liturgical form that is still in use. Like it or 
not, our form of worship comes right out of the first church at Rome. What separates us is theology, not 
worship. It is our tradition to confess, be forgiven, be fed by the written and spoken word, and fed and 
cleansed by the bread and wine. We pray prayers that are as old as the liturgy itself. In addition, we 
sing hymns that are centuries old and will be sung for centuries to come, uniting us with believers of 
the past, the present and the future. That is our tradition, it may be modified at different times and in 
different  places. The beauty of it is that we can walk into any liturgical church in the world, regardless 
of language and feel at home. Liturgy is the heart of worship.    
 
 Christ tells us we are one church, from the beginning to the end of time. What ties the first    
century church to the 25th century church is our form of liturgy and worship. We will always be one.  
John Yates, Senior Rector of Falls Church Anglican, stated that of all the forms of worship, there will 
only be one in the end, that is the one that has been here for 19 centuries, our heritage, our heart, our 
highland cathedral.  
 

Douglas Mussey 
Board of Christian Education 
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Council Meeting Notes 
January 21, 2020 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT (copies attached):  Gary Eckoff presented the 
Treasurer’s reports for October (as corrected), November and December 
2019. Gary received a rate change notice on Loan #2 going from 4-3/8% to 4-
1/2%. 

 
PASTOR’S REPORT:  Pastor  Dan is seeing good things happen!  Attendance is up over  last 
year.  Bible classes are going strong.  Trinity South is also doing really well.  Stewardship efforts are 
effective.  Lots of activity going on in the Evangelism Board.  Also, a lot of events from Fellowship. 
 
Pastor Blair commented that small groups are starting up again on February 1st.  The leaders met and 
decided on a topic for the coming year. 
 
BUSINESS MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Patti Paxton pointed out that Love INC’s “Melody of Love” concert will be held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church on February 10, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  Tickets are $10.00.  This is a fund raiser for LOVE Inc. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 How to Make a Motion:  Bob Behrends presented an excerpt from Robert’s Rules of Order on 

how to make a motion (copy attached). 
 Fund for Trinity South Pastor:  Upon further reflection, Pastor Dan believes that it is premature 

to establish a fund at this time.  He will bring up this issue again at a later date. 
 Gideons:  Pastor Dan confirmed that the Gideons will be making a brief presentation this   

weekend prior to services and will be handing out materials. 
 Chair for the Board of Christian Education:  Pastor Blair is acting chairman at this time, and is 

working with them.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 Lester Boretsky informed Council that there is an issue with storage between the kitchen, sewing, 

and Room 1.  We are running out of storage space!  A committee will be formed to brainstorm  
ideas to come up with a solution(s). 

 
 Jerry Iseler reported that the Committee on Global Missions would like to host a prayer vigil in the 

church on March 6th.  Committee Members and/or a Trinity Pastor will welcome guests and       
provide model written prayers.  Jerry stated that time for the spoken prayers and time for silent 
prayers will be provided.  Council unanimously agreed to support this event.  Two other vigils are 
under consideration: May 7, 2020 (National Day of Prayer and November 1, 2020 (International 
Day of Prayer.)  Bob Behrends moved MOTION:  Council shall approve the use of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church Sanctuary to hold a prayer vigil on March 6, 2020 (World Day of Prayer) 
from 3:00 PM-6:00 PM.  Patti Paxton seconded.  Motion carried. 
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 Jerry Iseler also reported that the Committee on Global Missions would like 

Council support for up to 14 Trinity members, in coordination with LCMS, 
to travel to Santiago in the Dominican Republic, in November 2020.  The 
goals of the trip would be spreading the Gospel, church planting, and   
showing mercy.  The cost per person is estimated at $1,200.  Council agreed 
to support this mission trip. Patti Paxton MOVED:  Council shall support 
the Committee on Global Mission’s proposed mission trip to the Dominican Republic in November 
2020.  Lester Boretsky seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 
 Elders (report attached):  Chuck Wilt reported that the Elders have discussed the fact that they are 

having a difficult time finding Ushers, especially for the 10:30 AM services.  One of the problems 
seems to be counting heads versus counting cups. There are no major concerns from Council if the 
Elders decide to go back to the Communion cup count.  Chuck also reported the organization of the 
Elders for 2020 as follows: Chuck Wilt, Chair; Paul Stieber, Secretary; Ron Lilley, Service Assistant 
Scheduler; Bob Anderson, Traffic Patrol; Jim Keenan, Usher Liaison; and Bryce Buuck, New    
Member Orientation. 

 
 Evangelism (report attached):  Bob Behrends reported that they have a very enthusiastic group on 

the Board.  They are always looking for ideas.  The Board decided to present a Lenten service play, 
“You Are the Jury”.  Also, the Board is going to host a seminar in the spring of 2020 (date to be     
decided), featuring Tom DeRosa, Executive Director of Creation Studies as the speaker.  This is a 
follow up to the seminar he gave 3 years ago.  Bob requested that Janet Simmons be appointed to the 
Board of Evangelism.  President Bill Myers made the appointment. 

 
 Fellowship (report attached): Patti Paxton reports that new member orientation will be Thursday, 

February 20th.  Breakfast for new members, between services, will be on February 23rd.  Lenten soup 
and sandwich supper menus will be available next month – contact her if your Board would like a 
particular date.  She has agreed to provide refreshments for all of the musicians and vocalists who 
perform during the Easter season.  This was very well received and appreciated last year! 

 
 Stewardship (report is attached):  Pastor Dan reported that Stewardship is really doing a lot of new 

things.  Joan has done an outstanding job with the Time/Talent reorganization.  It was discussed that 
there needs to be a greater emphasis on the fact that the data base is cleared each year, and that      
everyone needs to complete the form every year.  Dennis Esch and perhaps another person will be 
going to Orlando for a Stewardship presentation about planned giving.  They are also looking at     
assimilation efforts in conjunction with New Member Orientation.   

 
 Trustees (report attached):  Memorial Garden Update: Planks for names are coming.  Steve Nash 

will pour the concrete bases for them to sit on.  The floors in the lobby of the Fellowship Hall are 
scheduled to be replaced February 1-5, 2020, and the carpets in the Hall will be cleaned after that.  
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Phone: 352-307-4500 
 
Fax:  352-307-4502 
 
E-mail:  
office@trinitysummerfield.org 
 
Web: www.trinitysummerfield.com 

Come & Learn With Us 

Saturdays 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Sundays  

Adult Bible Study: 9:15 a.m. 

New Member Classes 9:15 a.m. (until Feb. 16) 

Wednesdays  (until Feb. 19) 

4:00 p.m. Pastor’s Bible Study 

Thursdays  

Priscilla Bible Class: 10:30 a.m. 

South Campus 

9:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Bible Class  

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Bible Study 

Come & Worship With Us 

 

North Campus 

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

South Campus: 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

at Harbor Chase  

(1477 Huey St. Wildwood) 

-Take Elevator to the 3rd Floor 

God’s Blessings to... 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
17330 S US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 
 
Return Service Requested 


