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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel – which means,
‘God with us.’” (Matthew 1:23)
What a year this has been and who would have ever believed we are at the point of celebrating Christmas 2020? I think
to say this year’s been unusual would certainly be an understatement to say the least. Just listening to the news this
morning, I was met with the hard reality that our nation’s experiencing another rising wave of not only COVID-19
cases, but also a record number of deaths in one day since the Spring. The fact that there appears to be a number of effective vaccines for us in the future means that we will still have to be vigilant with our personal protective measures for
avoiding this flu that includes such things a washing one’s hands with soap and water, the wearing of masks, and our
practice of social distancing.
I have to admit that I was struggling what to write with this year’s Christmas message for the newsletter when it
suddenly hit me that I can draw the message of Christmas into this year’s pandemic. “How,” you ask? With the all new
and important personal protective measure commonly referred to as, “Social Distancing!” In fact, the practice of social
distancing as it is defined is keeping oneself separated by at least 6 feet from another person. One of the things we have
discovered as a result of social distancing is the loss of human relationships and the importance of the human touch. We
have all seen the pictures of families visiting the elderly in care centers by standing outside their windows and waving
and talking by phone. Victims of COVID-19 dying alone without the care of loved ones by their sides. The pictures
and stories of a touchless society are just heart-breaking and maybe you and your family have experienced it and know
exactly what I am talking about.
But the Good News of Christmas is that an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him that the child to be born of
Mary should be called, “Immanuel – God with us,” as revealed in Matthew 1:23. Did you catch that? – “Immanuel –
God with us!” This child born in a manger in Bethlehem would be with us. The important word that stands out for me is
– with. It means to accompany, to stand beside one, to be engaged, to be in relationship” and to do so with us! There’s
no social distancing here – there’s no separation from others – no remotely working from home – no Zoom conferencing
– not with this Jesus.
Just the opposite is true. Immanuel comes to be with us – to accompany us – to be engaged with us – to be in
relationship with us. As the Christmas Day Gospel reminds us in John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and lived for a
while among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth!” He is so much with us that as Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “God made Him who had no sin to be
sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” He is so much with us that Jesus Himself said in
John 12:32, “And when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” There, on the Cross of Calvary He
dies for us that we might have the forgiveness of our sins and rises from the dead three days later assuring us that heaven
is our home through faith in Him.
I am sure that for many of you and your families this Christmas will be quite different given the social distancing
required by COVID-19. In the midst of the pain and loss not being able to be together as you traditionally have done in
the past, be assured this Christmas that God in Christ isn’t social distancing from you! No, He knows the pain and the
struggles of sin in our world and has overcome it for you. So, like the shepherds in the field, we too, can hear anew the
wonderful announcement to the world spoken by the angels in Luke 2:11, “Do not be afraid. I bring you Good News of
great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David as Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the
Lord!” It can’t get any more personal or closer than that – He’s God with us!
Your Servant in Christ,
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PEACE ON EARTH?
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests.” Luke 2:14
Misconceptions abound concerning the proclamation of the angels at the birth of our Savior. First, but least
important, it should be pointed out that it was an angel army, not a choir, that made the proclamation. The Luke
account says nothing about singing; it tells us that these were words that the angel army spoke.
More important, though, is the thought expressed by many that this is a hopeful wish that there will be peace
on earth. While it may sound like it at first glance, the Scriptures tell us that there will never be a lasting peace on
earth as long as it exists. The thought that all nations will be in harmony is certainly a nice one, and external peace
is a worthy goal, but it is not the truth presented by the angels.
Another miscalculation is that, somehow, this is a peace that God intends towards good people. One
translation incorrectly asserts that this is a peace for “men of goodwill”, as though some are more worthy than
others. The translation above, from the NIV, could be misunderstood this way as well. God’s favor doesn’t rest on
certain people, while it is unobtainable by others. The extraordinary message of the Gospel is that God doesn’t act
like people do; He sends His Son, in love, to offer eternal peace to every man, woman and child who has ever lived
or will ever live.
This miraculous peace is not an external one, but the grace of a forgiven heart, right with God, that is offered
to all who receive this Holy Child in faith. While some people or nations might declare a “truce” for a while during
the holiday season, Christians feel the power of this eternal peace for time and for eternity. No matter what is going
on in our lives or in the world around us, our King has come and established an eternal peace which we can enjoy
now, and which no one can take away from us. Forever.
I’ve been noticing, and perhaps you have, too, that this unusual year of Covid has many people on edge.
Cooped up, unable to do all the things we normally do, unable to visit with people as we are accustomed to, patience is waning, and tempers are flaring more than usual. I’ve noticed it here at church, too. Little issues seem bigger, and big issues seem huge. And while the world may not be able to be at peace, you and I can remember that our
external peace is driven by the internal peace we have received. We don’t have to be “right,” we don’t have to “get
even,” we don’t have to be “heard,” we can love as we have been loved, and share the peace which has been given
to us.
I’d like to specifically refer to one issue, and that is our purchase of land near Bushnell. The congregational
vote was close, and there was heated discussion. There was not a “right” or “wrong” to this issue, only a fellowship
of Christians seeking God’s will for our future. Since that vote (and the land has now been purchased), there have
been further discussions among groups of people, and it’s even been said that some people might leave the
congregation as a result of the decision.
I would certainly hope that is not true. God has called us to peace. It’s entirely right and God-pleasing to
express our heartfelt concerns and desires for this fellowship, but to leave this fellowship over a disagreement
would be injurious to the people who do and to the rest of this fellowship in general. I’m guessing that no one likes
everything that we do at Trinity; I know I certainly don’t. But we work together here, thanking God that we have a
church that is devoted to the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture, a church committed to sharing the Gospel here
and everywhere.
If you become aware of someone who is unhappy because of this or any other issue, please urge that person to
speak to one of the pastors. Perhaps we can help explain or clarify the issue, and if it’s not to the person’s
satisfaction, perhaps we can prayerfully seek peace despite the difference. Jesus came to bring peace to a broken
world, and He gives that peace for us to share with one another. Let’s do that and keep bringing the peace we have
to more and more people!
Overwhelming grace keep you,
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DECEMBER PRAYERS
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League is the official women’s auxiliary of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS). All women of Trinity Lutheran Church are members and are
encouraged to serve others through mission, education,
inspiration and service. We invite you
to attend our meetings and learn what we are all about as we “Serve the Lord with Gladness”
Psalm 100:2 our motto.

LWML MITE COLLECTION
The next Mite Collection will be on Saturday, December 5th and Sunday,
December 6th. Your contr ibutions are ver y important in supporting many
various mission projects/grants. Two examples are as follows:
Lizzie Comfort Dog - $10,000
The Lizzie Comfort Dog Ministry (Trinity, Savannah, GA) desires funding to respond to
requests from FL-GA District Schools and Ministries to bring Lizzie to their communities to
experience how Comfort Dog Ministry opens doors for everyday Christians to move out into
the community with the Gospel message.
Mill Neck's Deaf Christian Education Afterschool Program - $3,000
As history shows, Lutheran Friends of the Deaf is committed to spreading the Gospel to serve
individuals who are Deaf or have special needs. Lutheran Friends of the Deaf will continue to
provide support and resources once the afterschool Christian education program for Mill Neck
Manor School for the Deaf students has been established.
Always remember that A LITTLE CAN HELP SO MANY!

SECRET PRAYER PALS REVEAL
Join us on
Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.
at
Francesco’s Ristorante
(16770 South US HWY 441, Suite 608)
Franco’s Menu. Cost: $11 plus drinks, tax & gratuity (this will be at your own expense)
MUST RSVPs/ Regrets by Friday, January 8, 2021 to Patty Talbott at 352-561-4952.
If you have not been able to secure delivery of gifts from you to your 2020 Secret Prayer Pal, please
bring them to the Reveal. Hopefully she will be there, and you will be able to deliver in person! Fun!
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The Trinity Lutheran Church Committee on Global Missions Statement:
The Trinity Lutheran Church Committee on Global Missions works to inspire our fellow Christians to spread the
Gospel throughout the world by any and all God pleasing methods.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Likewise, the following information has been published by The Lutheran Church -- Missouri Synod from their
website:
The Global Seminary and Partner Church Initiative:
The most frequent and fervent request received by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod from partner and
non-partner Lutheran church bodies around the world is to share our theological treasures. Christians, especially those
who have heard the pure Gospel from Lutheran mission efforts, want to be taught Lutheran theology. One of the most
impactful ways The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod strengthens global confessional Lutheranism is through sound,
vigorous theological education that prepares future Lutheran pastors and leaders to shepherd their own church bodies.
Our LCMS seminaries, pastors and theologians are recognized as being among the greatest pillars of knowledge in the
Lutheran theological community. Our two world-class seminaries currently have the capacity and capability to train
dozens if not hundreds of international Lutheran church pastors for service as leaders and professors. GSI students are
another opportunity to support and also steward the blessings that are our two seminaries. The Global Seminary
Initiative (GSI) serves a unique role in proclaiming the Gospel to all nations. GSI equips and supports international
partner church pastors and future leaders through sound theological education, beginning with the scriptural and
confessional view of the Office of the Ministry and of the Church.
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has 39 partner churches around the world. A partner church is a church body
with whom the LCMS has full altar and pulpit fellowship. Many LCMS partner churches are also members of the
International Lutheran Council, a worldwide association of confessional Lutheran church bodies. Some LCMS partner
churches came into existence through LCMS-supported mission efforts, while others have historic roots that pre-date
the LCMS or that are sourced in the mission efforts of other Lutheran church bodies.
Learn more about partner church bodies on the International Lutheran Council website.
What Do Missionaries Do?
The main priority of a missionary is to bring the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to people who have never heard the
Good News. LCMS missionaries usually share that Good News in the language of the people they serve. When the
Holy Spirit begins to gather people into Christian fellowship, missionaries assist these new Christians in forming their
own indigenous church leaders. Today, the LCMS trains, sends and supports called and appointed career, long-term
and short-term missionaries in various countries around the world and in the United States where there are mission
stations, partner churches, schools or mission relationships. LCMS missionary teams are made up of people who focus
on planting churches, leadership formation or some type of locally initiated holistic services in areas of health,
agriculture, community development, English-as-a-Foreign-Language classes or partner support activities. Missionary
teachers also serve in international schools where missionary children, expatriates, and often national children attend.
Agricultural and medical missionaries are utilized when their work will strategically contribute towards reaching and
gathering a community of believers, so that churches can be planted.
Missionaries usually spend a good deal of time when they first arrive on the field developing language skills and
learning about the culture and mastering a foreign language. The overall LCMS mission “team” consists of ordained
pastors, directors of Christian education, directors of Christian outreach, deaconesses, teachers, lay ministers, Directors
of Parish music, medical professionals, agriculturalists, vicars, church work program interns, retired Lutheran laity and
college graduates. All are scattered across the globe working together with national partners to tell the Good News of
the salvation that is found only in Jesus Christ.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The TLC Committee on Global Missions will not be meeting in December and hope to meet again on the third
Monday of each month in the Fellowship Hall or Room 1 at 10:00 am. Our next meeting will be on January 18,
2021. Everyone is invited to attend. For more information, please contact Jan Garner (352-598-2048).
FROM THE COMMITTEE ON GLOBAL MISSIONS, BOARD OF EVANGELISM
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CHRISTMAS
SMITH

WITH

MICHAEL

W.

Sponsored by Thrivent, we are excited to provide an uplifting Michael W. Smith Christmas concert Live Streamed event* on
Tuesday, Dec. 8 at 4:00 p.m.
Information on him: Michael has been releasing new music regularly
and performing around the world to sold-out crowds for the last 30+
years. During his storied career, he’s written 32 No. 1 singles, been
honored with three Grammy Awards and 45 Dove Awards, was inducted
into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame and has sold more than 15 million albums. He’s also given back to
the global community. Michael has raised funds to battle AIDS in Africa; started Rocketown, a safe
haven for young people in Tennessee to meet and find hope; and has helped more than 70,000 children
through Compassion International.
Seating is available for the first 200. Masks and Social Distancing are required. Doors will open at
3:15 p.m. with a Chr istmas Door Pr ize and special treat given out. No one will leave empty
handed. Registration is required. Please call (352) 307-4500. *Michael W. Smith will not be in person,
this is a live streamed concert.

FOR KING & COUNTRY CHRISTMAS
CONCERT
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. For King & Countr y
will showcase their first ever full-length Christmas album, A
Drummer Boy Christmas on December 15 at 4:00 p.m. at Trinity
sponsored by Thrivent.
For King & Country is a Christian pop duo composed of Australian
brothers Joel and Luke Smallbone. They have garnered four No. 1s
(“joy,” “Priceless,” “Fix My Eyes,” and “Shoulders”), nine Top
10 hits, and had songs featured on the Emmys, Super Bowl, Sunday
Night Football and many other high-profile events, including
performances on The Tonight Show, Today and Jimmy Kimmel Live!
Seating is available for the first 200. Masks and Social Distancing are required. Doors will open
at 3:15 p.m. with a free door prize giveaway. No one will leave empty handed. Registr ation is
required. Please call (352) 307-4500 or fill out the RSVP on our prayer chain.
*For King & Country will not be attending in person, this is a live streamed concert.
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MUSIC NOTES BY ROCKET
It has been said that ‘you don’t get a pearl without a seriously irritated oyster.’ How true!
Change is never comfortable. The many changes these past months, due to the virus,
have been uncomfortable, in many ways – personally, socially, spiritually, and
physically. Yet, I see one way change has been a good thing. I refer to our approach to
worship of God.
These past years, relaxed societal attitudes became common in our churches. We stopped
the longtime practice of reverent quietness, when we entered God’s sanctuary, for worship. The use of masks
has changed us back to quietness. Chatting and greeting friends during the prelude time now takes place before
we enter the sanctuary. This has brought renewed attention and interest to our music during the prelude time.
As a musician, who prepares carefully each week’s prelude – choral and instrumental – I am glad to have
the attention of our
congregation. I pray that the music is lifting spirits, soothing and stirring souls to greater
love, appreciation, and awareness of the God, who is the Author of beauty, truth, and goodness.
Music is a gift of God. We show respect for music and its place in worship, by listening to it. We respect those
who offer the music, by listening to it. It is an offering. It is a response , from those who are given talented and
creative hearts. As such, it is not a performance and does not need nor require applause. ‘Amen’ or ‘Hallelujah’
is sufficient response. Worship IS special. We come to honor the infinite, powerful God, who invites us to
come. Thus, my goal every weekend is that God’s beautiful gift of music - His creative Spirit - will enchant,
delight, and stir us to greater’ wonder, love, and praise.’ The prelude time has returned to its initial purpose; i.e.
preparation for God to come among us again. ‘Be still, and know that I am God.’
Many churches have volunteer choirs. Trinity is blessed with a number of fine, talented, and faithful choral
groups. We can be very proud of our high standards, and the beautiful, stirring, and exciting music our choirs
give to our church.
The Elders have determined, for safety reasons, that only 12 people can use the choir loft. With that in mind, it
is impossible to decide which 12 people should sing. With over 35 – 40 singers and musicians who are
involved, it is unfair to include some, but not others, in the choir selection. The cohesiveness and morale of a
choir would be damaged by including some singers, but not others. All of our singers are valuable and needed.
All contribute their joyful hearts, faithful service, and happy voices.
This is a wrenching, sad decision – with all the anticipation, planning, rehearsals, and the results achieved on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. We will miss one another greatly! Although there will be no choirs on
Christmas Eve/Day, we will still have our Trinity bells ringing, as well as our musicians playing. A husband/
wife duo will be with us to lead the singing of the carols, and to sing some special music (O holy Night) of
Christmas. Let us hope the virus subsides, and faith over fear presides again. -Rocket

MEMORIALS
Gifts were given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of the following:
Dallas Heine (Charter Member of Trinity)
Lyle Hoffmeister
A gift was given to Building Debt Reduction in memory of
Dallas Heine (Charter Member of Trinity)
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Meet Our new Multimedia Specialist!

David Berardi
David Berardi is from NY originally and has been living in Florida with his wife
Katrina for the past 27 years. David has three grown children Tucker, Dawson,
and McKenna.
Prior to working at Trinity Lutheran Church, David had been a Multimedia Specialist for the
past twelve years at New Covenant United Methodist Church in The Villages, Florida. David is
looking forward to using his multimedia skills to enhance Trinity's worship services online and in
church.
David is also a part-time professional magician and has performed on cruise ships and at many
recreation centers in The Villages, Fl. David loves the Lord Jesus and is very blessed to be
working at Trinity Lutheran Church!
Welcome David!!!!

FROM THE BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP
We’ve published much about tithing and giving generously to our church to support its mission. Do
you know what TLC’s mission is? As stated in every bulletin:
OUR MISSION: The mission of Tr inity Luther an Church is to share the good news of J esus
Christ by serving the spiritual, family and personal needs of the community. We believe that the
primary reason for our existence is to bring people closer to Jesus Christ by providing worship, Bible
studies, prayer and fellowship to foster spiritual growth.
That is a lot! We, as members, supply the raw materials (Time, Talent, and Treasure) to meet that final
product. It also requires us to have faith in our leaders and trust that they will use our “raw materials”
for God’s work.
In the past several years, we have seen the growth of many programs, such as small group Bible
studies, music programs, enhanced on-line presence, and many outreach opportunities. Now we are
seeing the growth that the church wants to accomplish with more campuses to provide worship and
spiritual growth by reaching out to others. All of this supports our mission. And all of your raw
materials (Time, Talent, and Treasures) do as well.
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SCRAPPY QUILTERS
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! While attendance at Scrappy Quilters meetings on Fridays remains at 2-3
people per meeting, productivity in reaching out to others has not diminished. There are many who continue to contribute
from home. A special thank you to Julia Mack for inspiring and coordinating her friends at Del Webb to continue helping
with the Scrappy Quilter's Ministry. We look forward to the day when we can all feel comfortable meeting together
without the threat of the virus. Due to the Virus, we have decided not to do the Christmas stocking project we have done
in past years. It would simply be too difficult to get the collections and help needed to sort and fill them in a way that is
safe.
Instead, this year we took on 2 Christmas projects. The first one was to sew 50-70 Children's quilts for Lutheran
Family Relief. We exceeded that goal and 103 quilts were delivered to Lutheran Family Relief by way of Scrappy quilter
Sandy Horne. The second Christmas project is to sew 200 drawstring bags to be used as Santa Bags for the severely
impoverished children ministered to by Gigi's House. They are filling them with hot chocolate, candy canes and small
craft kits. The goal is to have them done and delivered by December 1. 200 have been cut, surged, and delivered to the
elves of Del Webb to sew and I have no doubt they will be done on time. In addition we have passed on to them 28
friendship bracelet kits that were assembled by Tami Campbell, along with miscellaneous items that were set aside to be
used in this years Christmas stocking project that did not happen. 67 pocket tissue covers lovingly sewn by Dorothy
Flowers are being filled with tissue to put in the Santa Bags. Beautiful ornaments made from Christmas cards with hand
crocheted edges crafted by our talented Debbie Zwolak will also bring cheer to these desperately poor children this
Christmas.
Gigi's house is on the same campus as Community of Gratitude. It serves those that are in desperate need that do not
have the trust to be processed by interview to determine if they are truly in need. Some of the worst segments of the
Ocala National Forest are served by Gigi's house. An ongoing project we are taking on to help them is collecting
washcloths, soap (regular and hotel sized), toiletries (regular and hotel sized), towels & blankets. Donations may be
dropped off at the church office or placed in the collection box located in Room 4. We are sewing two washcloths
together with a full sized bar or three hotel sized bars of soap inside. 45 of these soap-filled cloths have been delivered so
far. We are also supplying Gigi's house with floor pillows made from heavy fabrics and filled with scrap batting and
fabric scraps. 19 floor pillows were delivered to them this month. In addition, 4 pieces of wool that had been donated
were made into blankets. These will be delivered to homeless that live in the forest.
Colonel Carlan called requesting some quilts for some of his Veteran buddies who were ailing and in need of the
comfort of a quilt. This call came in during Veteran's Week. He met up with us during our meeting to select 13 quilts.
Such a small thing we can do to thank them for their service. Let us all continue to lift up in prayer all our Veterans who
are suffering.
Julia Mack and I took a tour of the Christian Care Center on the campus of Leesburg Baptist Church in Leesburg to
gain information on how the Scrappy Quilters could help with this ministry. There are many opportunities there for us to
be of service. They have housing for men and women who are recovering from substance abuse, families who need help
getting back on their feet, a family & pregnancy center, an urgent care center, a home for unwanted children, and a food
and clothing bank. We will look forward in the New Year towards doing what we can to help with quilts and baby items
and coordinating a field trip when we deliver the items for all of our Scrappy Quilters. - Sue Lehota 330-414-8406
( call or text me) suelehota@aol.com
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ADvEnT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays in Advent
Saturdays, December 6, 13, 20
4:00 pm Communion Service
Sundays, December 7, 14, 21
8:00 & 10:30 am Communion Service
Midweek advent worship Services
Wednesday, December 2, 9, 16
4:00 pm Advent Worship Service
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Thursday, December 24th
4:00 pm Christmas Eve Worship Service
11:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion Service
Christmas Day Service
Friday, December 25th
10:00 am Christmas Day Communion Service

THANK YOU!
“Give Thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his Love endures
forever”
“I have been trying to put into words how grateful I am for the love shown to our Ministry both the
Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry and find an absence of words in my mind but not in my heart. Covid19 has truly brought out the best in many people who have shared both through groceries, or financial
support. In addition, the countless hours our volunteers, who always have the smile on their face and
love in their hearts, share with our Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry, God Bless them All. The
Thanksgiving Holiday this year is going to be unlike anything any of us have experienced yet….
‘Thanksgiving’ one word says it all. “We give thee Thanks for all thy Blessings” through Almighty
God. Amen. “ -Mary Ann Gricar
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2021 Trinity Lutheran Church Secret Prayer Pals: Prayerfully consider joining this simple but
powerful and rewarding ministry for 2021. Simply fill out the form below with all the
requested information and return it is by January 31, 2021 to:
Patty Talbott, 1131 Santa Cruz Drive, The Villages, FL 32162
You will receive your 2021 Secret Prayer Pal information by mail by end of the February. If
you have any questions, call Patty Talbott, (352) 561-4952.
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CONGREGATION SURVEY RESULTS
To view the results,
Please go to our website:
https://www.trinitysummerfield.com/News-Events

Click the + sign to expand the results
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A Christmas Celebration
Then he said to them, “Go your way,
eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them
to those for whom nothing is prepared,
for this day is holy to our L
; and do not be grieved,
for the joy of the L
is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10
You might ask what this verse has to do with Christmas. The verse is about celebrating, and
Christmas is all about celebrating. It is about celebrating the birth that “while we were yet sinners”
God sent His Son to become human and live among us. He came to tell us the good news that
reconciliation with the Father is available if we so desire. It is a time to celebrate that we who were
once captive and prisoners have the ability to be set free. It is a time to celebrate that God has set
our sins in the middle of His back where He can see and remember them no more. Christmas is a
time to celebrate all the blessings that we have received both known and unknown.
That is one purpose of Christmas, and there are others, it is a time to remember that God
loves you and me. We must always remember that the only reason God created us was to have a
relationship with us. He maintains that relationship because He still loves us in all our rebellious
state, and we must remember that there is nothing we can do or ever did that will stop God from
loving us.
It is also a time to remember that God is always with us. When Jesus left earth to go home,
He told us that He would always be with us, not just in thought and memory but actual presence.
God sent His spirit to reside in us. Does it get any better than that?
It is also a time to remember that God is always for us. Paul writes that if God is for us who
can be against us. Well, a whole lot can be against us. However, Paul goes on to say that nothing
can separate us from the love of God, and that list is never ending.
Lastly, we must remember that Christmas is a birthday party for the Son of God. However, at
this party, we receive gifts from God. What gifts? First there is the forgiveness from sin and self.
We have all sinned and come short of measuring up to God’s glory. That is not exactly front page
news, unless someone is in total denial. What a relief to be able to lay each and every burden at the
cradle of Christ.
We also received the gift of freedom. Freedom from what you might ask? Freedom from bitterness and resentment, freedom from the expectations of others and the biggie, freedom from the
fear of death.
The last present is the best. God gave us a purpose in life. That purpose is summed up in the
words “you must love your neighbor as yourself.” That is our greatest gift, or to paraphrase Martin
Luther, to love God and serve others. That should be our present back to our Father. Wouldn’t you
agree?
-Doug Mussey; Board of Christian Education.
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VOTER’S ASSEMBLY
Sunday, December 6 at 9:15 a.m.
Will be held on Sunday December 6, 2020 at 9:15 a.m. following the early service.
The main items on the agenda will be the election of officers and board members, and due to COVID19 restrictions, the approval of the first 4 months of the 2021 church budget. All members of the
congregation are invited to attend as we continue to request wearing mask and maintain social
distancing. The first 4 months budget and the agenda are available in the church Library.

PILLOWCASE MINISTRY
The pillowcase sewing Group has had another successful, blessed year. Many dresses,
shorts, and pajama sets have been sent to our Mission Haiti program which is a project
of the FL/GA District of LCMS.
Our supply closet has many items for your sewing projects. Please feel free to take what
you can use. If you need supplies or have questions, please call Lori Yahr at 352-751-7148 or 715850-1492

TRINITY BOOKWORMS
Even if you haven't read this month's selection, "Winter Garden" by Kristin
Hanna, please join us for what will sure to be a lively discussion. (They usually
are!). See you in Classroom 2 at 2:00 on Wed., Dec. 2. Please wear a mask and
enter either through the office or the door by the kitchen. Just knock and the door
will be open for you!
We will be discussing "Finding Chika" by Mitch Albom on Jan. 6. Mitch Ablom is known for
his non-fiction book "Tuesdays with Morrie", a collection of interviews with his beloved college
professor as he dealt with Parkinson Disease. "The Five People You Meet in Heaven" was an
interesting novel that caused the reader to think about people you may have unknowingly influenced
and are now meeting in Heaven. "Finding Chika" is a non-fiction, telling the heart-breaking (spoiler
alert) story of Chika, a bright, endearing little girl from Haiti who was brought to American by
Ablom and his wife to try to find a cure for her illness. This is a short story and perfect for the
holidays and the true meaning of Christmas.
Looking ahead:
Feb. 3: "Before We Were Yours" by Lisa Wingle
March 3: "American Dirt" by Jeanine Cummings
April 7: "The Book Women of Troublesome Creek" by Kim Michelle Richardson
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Council Meeting Notes
November
PASTOR REPORTS: Pastor Blair updated us on the bible classes that have
started. They are still looking for ways to start small groups. Pastor Dan praised the efforts of the new
Multimedia Specialist, David Berardi.
BUSINESS MANAGER: Jill Esposito asked that the 2020 Board reports to be presented at the Voters
Meeting be in to her by November 23rd. The Voters Meeting is December 6th. The newly written
Personnel Manual was presented to Council. This Manual will be used when hiring a new employee.
Dennis Esch made the following MOTION: Council shall accept the Personnel Manual as reviewed
by a Committee and as presented to Council. Gary Eckoff seconded. Motion carried.
FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT: Rusty Ryan r eviewed the October 2020 r epor t.
TREASURER’S REPORT AND 2021 GENERAL FUND BUDGET: Gary Eckoff announced that,
due to the early date of the Council meeting, the Treasurer’s Report for October 2020 will not be
available for another week. This will be distributed to Council through the Recording Secretary. He
then presented the General Fund Budget for the first four months of 2021. Changes will need to be
made to include expenses for the property in Bushnell and any insurance expense increases for our
employees.
Martha Mitchell made the following MOTION: Council shall accept the Financial Secretary’s Report
as presented, the Treasurer’s Report as presented, and the 2021 General Fund Budget for the first
four months of 2021 as presented. Bob Behrends seconded. Motion carried. There were some
numbers regarding both the purchase of the property in Bushnell and insurance expenses pertaining to
David Berardi’s hire that were not known when Gary made this Budget package. Therefore it was
suggested, due to time restraints, that Gary be allowed to make those adjustment, as necessary. Bob
Behrends then made the following MOTION: The Treasurer shall have the authority to adjust the
General Fund Budget for the First Four Months of 2021 to include expenses as they pertain to the
purchase of the property in Bushnell and insurance expenses as they pertain to David Berardi.
Dennis Esch seconded. Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS: Gil Dahnke advised that the LCEF appr aiser is going to make an appr aisal of
the Bushnell property. The closing on that property is tentatively set for November 16th. An LCEF
executive is going to meet with the Committee to advise and give direction as they decide what to do
with the property. Pastor Dan thanked Gil for the hard work he has done on this project!
NEW BUSINESS: Bob Behr ends wanted to discuss the impr oper bowing between Elder s and
Ushers. The objection was that it looks as though the Elder (because he was facing the congregation
and not the altar) was bowing to the Ushers after the collection plates have been distributed to them.
Bob thinks that the practice of bowing after receiving the offering plates should be eliminated. It was
agreed that this is not proper, and the procedure should change. Chuck Wilt explained that the bow
was more of a signal that the Ushers were dismissed to pass the plates. Jill suggested that perhaps after
the Elder has distributed the plates to the Ushers, he could turn and face the altar and they would all
bow together to signal the Ushers to begin collection. When we resume passing the plates, Gary
Eckoff will instruct the Ushers in this new procedure.
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BOARD REPORTS:
Christian Education: Doug Mussey reported that the Southern groups met for a
picnic last week. They met outdoors and brought their own food and drink so as to
meet safely. He encourages other groups to get together – to “get out of the house”!
Elders: Chuck Wilt reported that the non-Elder participants will start helping with Communion
beginning in January. Communion was approved for the Thanksgiving Eve service on November 25th.
Also, it was reported that the music program for services would continue to be focused on small
singing and musical groups with social distancing. There will be a small group of sanctuary choir
members who will perform at the Christmas Eve and Day services.
Evangelism: Bob Behrends reported that the mail program to new property owners has restarted. A
committee of four has been formed to examine and update the web site.
Stewardship: Dennis Esch reported that the Board has not met in person, but that they have
continued to communicate via phone. Please read the article in the December Tidings.
The Voter’s meeting will be held on December 6, 2020 with 2021 Budget Approval and the Election of
Officers and Board Members being the only two items on the agenda. Gil suggested that due to timing
issues, the Council may not want to meet in December. Dennis Esch made the following MOTION:
Council shall not meet in December 2020. The next Council meeting will, therefore, be held on
Tuesday, January 19, 2021. Gary Eckoff seconded. Motion carried
Doug Mussey moved that the meeting be adjourned, Gary Eckoff seconded. Meeting was adjourned.
Pastor Dan closed the meeting with prayer.

If you have any submissions for the
Trinity Tidings or if you just have
comments or suggestions, please email us at
staff@trinitysummerfield.org

The deadline for the
January 2021 Newsletter is
** Tuesday, December 15**
Page 19

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LADY LAKE, FL
PERMIT NO 58

Trinity Lutheran Church
17330 S US Hwy 441
Summerfield, FL 34491
Return Service Requested

Phone: 352-307-4500
Fax: 352-307-4502
E-mail:
office@trinitysummerfield.org

God’s Blessings to...

Web: www.trinitysummerfield.com

Come & Worship With Us
North Campus
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Also live streamed on our website at
www.trinitysummerfield.com
South Campus
Canceled until further notice due
to COVID 19 precautions

