
Madison-Grant United School Corporation
September 27, 2021 – Madison-Grant Conference Room– 7:00 p.m.

Minutes of the School Board Meeting

The Board of School Trustees of the Madison-Grant United School Corporation met for a School
Board Meeting on Monday, September 27, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Madison-Grant Conference
Room, 11700S – E00W, Fairmount, Indiana 46928.
School Board Meetings are now open to the public. A virtual option to attend this meeting was
also available and a call in number was provided.

The regular meeting was called to order by Mrs. Mary Jo Brunt, who led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Members present were: Mrs. Mary Jo Brunt, Dr. Katti Sneed, Mrs. Amanda Kelich, Mr. Bruce
Stanley, Mr. Ronald Stewart, Mr. John Hanes and Mr. David Whybrew.  Also in attendance: Dr.
Scott Deetz, Superintendent, Mr. Steve Vore, Assistant Superintendent and Mr. Ben Mann, CFO.

Members absent: No members were absent

Addendum to Personnel and Action was requested by President Brunt.  Addendum was
approved upon a motion by Mr. Stanley and seconded by Mr. Hanes.

Minutes of the School Board Meeting on September 13, 2021 were approved upon a motion
made by Mrs. Kelich with a second by Mr. Stanley.

Accounts payable checks - Checks 31254-31334 totaling $195,535.89, vouchers 50174-50182
totaling $336,640.87, and payroll form September 17, 2021 totaling $252,695.74, making a
grand total of $784,872.50 were approved upon a motion by Dr. Sneed and seconded by Mrs.
Kelich.

The following personnel items were approved upon a motion by Mrs. Kelich and seconded by
Mr. Stanley:

Recommendations:

● Shannon Howell - High School Assistant Track Coach    Season: 2021-2022
● Casey Nieman - Jr/Sr High School Softball Assistant Coach   Season: 2021-2022
● Jeremy Havens - Jr/Sr High School Softball Assistant Coach    Season:  2021-2022
● Martha Smith - MG Corporation Bus Driver  Anticipated Start Date: 09/17/2021
● Bethany Gibson - MG Corporation Bus Driver  Anticipated Start Date:  09/27/2021
●

Reassignments:

● Emileigh McClellan - MG Corporation Virtual Academy Instructor   Effective:  Immediately
● Jamie Barry - Jr/Sr High Cafeteria  Effective:  09/23/2021
● Ryne Brown - Jr/Sr High School  Effective:  09/24/2021



The First Action Item Dr. Deetz is requesting your approval of all three plans listed below, from
Summitville Elementary, Park Elementary and Jr./Sr. High School, as presented in your
attachments. Dr. Deetz has reviewed all plans for compliance with IDOE requirements and for
alignment with Madison-Grant's curriculum. Upon approval, the plans will be sent to the Indiana
Department of Education by October 8, 2021. This was approved upon a motion by Mrs. Kelich
and seconded by Mr. Stanley.

The Approval of Donation Request from Bruner Dental.  Dr. Deetz is requesting a Donation
Approval from Bruner Dental in the amount of $300 to the Athletic Department, this donation
was collected during Family Fun Night on August 27, 2021. This was approved upon a motion
by Mr. Stanley and seconded by Mr. Hanes.

The next Action Item was the Approval for Reduction in Appropriations.  Mr. Mann is seeking
approval of the Resolution to Reduce Appropriations within the Operation Fund for 2021.  This
was approved upon a motion made by Mrs. Kelich and seconded by Mr. Stanley.

The Approval for Transfer of Appropriations was the next Action Item.  Mr. Mann is seeking
approval for Transfer of Appropriations among line items accounts within individual funds.
This was approved upon a motion made by Dr. Sneed and seconded by Mr. Stanley.

The following Action Item was Approval of Emergency Preparedness Plan for 2021-2022. Dr.
Deetz is requesting approval of 2021-2022 MGUSC Crisis Response Handbook. Title 511 IAC
6.1-2-2.5 (b) states. "Within sixty (60) days after the beginning date of each school year, the
superintendent shall certify to the department that the Emergency Preparedness Plans for the
school corporation and each school in the school corporation have been reviewed and revised if
necessary. Within sixty (60) days of opening a new or significantly remodeled school, the
superintendent shall certify to the Department Of Education, that a new plan has been
developed or that the existing plan has been reviewed and revised, if necessary." This was
approved upon a motion made by Mr. Stewart and seconded by Mr. Hanes.

The last Action Item was Approval of Fundraising Request - 8th Grade Washington DC Trip.  Dr.
Deetz is requesting approval for the 8th Grade Class to Fundraise World’s Finest chocolate.
Reason for the Fundraiser is the 8th Grade Class Trip to Washington D.C.  This was approved
upon a motion made by Mr. Stanley and seconded by Mr. Hanes.

Mrs. Brunt asked if there were any miscellaneous items.

Mr. Vore provided information on a possible lighting project.  Mr. Vore is working through three
proposals on a possible lighting project that would provide updated lighting to the football field,
and new lights to our baseball and softball fields.  Mr. Vore is hopeful that he will be able to
provide more information at one of the October meetings.

Dr. Deetz presented on Superintendent’s Updates.  Homecoming week this week, September
27th to October 2nd.  Argylls will play Elwood Panthers Friday night and there will be a
Homecoming Dance on Saturday October 2nd.  The ISBA (Indiana School Boards Association)
Conference is October 11th & 12th.    COVID-19 updates:  Grant and Madison Counties are still
at Level Orange.  Our number of positive cases remain low.  Our number of absences due to
Quarantines from contact tracing conducted by families and the school has increased from last
year to this year (August & September) at the Jr/Sr High.  We are seeing smaller increases at
Park and Summitville.  Mr. Vore attended (virtually) the Grant County COVID-19 Daily Briefing,
and stated there were now questions being asked about how many healthy students were being



sent home and if any of those students were or had developed any signs or symptoms of
COVID.  Discussion arose about masking and eliminating close contact tracing, with the
understanding this isn’t a health problem it’s a quarantine disruption.  We are sending healthy
students home.  Mrs. Kelich recommended or asked if possible to do some of the following:
utilizing bigger areas to teach our students (spreading out more), having our spaces evaluated
by an outside source, to make sure we are using every square inch we can, is it possible to hire
more teacher aids to break up classes more and provide more virtual options within the school.
A mask mandate would not have to cover all schools; it could only be activated at one or some,
where the quarantine burden is.  It was suggested that we keep thinking outside the box to
help keep our students in school and not have a mask mandate.  This Quarantine Burden is
affecting students, teachers, academics (from all sides), athletics, causing anxiety and additional
stress to students who are already stressed enough.

Mrs. Brunt asked if there were any members of the public wishing to speak.
There were none via phone.
Public attendees:

● Mr. Derrick Turner - If the school implements a mask mandate, he will remove all 4 of
his students and homeschool.  There are studies that show if you open the windows and
have circulating air for certain amounts of time this can help.  The quarantine and
contract tracing policy needs to be adjusted.  Dr. Sneed stated that the Quarantine and
Close Contact Tracing policies we currently follow, are what we as a school must do, to
stay within the limits of the law.  Mr. Turner wanted to know if it was known how many
students in our school have been hospitalized.  Dr. Deetz stated that is not something
we, as a school, track. Mr. Turner questioned why only mask at the Jr/Sr High if worried
about the safety of all our students. Dr. Deetz stated that he’s concerned about the
health and safety of all of our students, but the Quarantine Burden is higher at the Jr/Sr
High.  Numbers show that we have had more Jr/Sr High students (healthy students) out
for Quarantine due to Close Contact Tracing than we did last year at this time (August
2020-2021 we had 56 students out, August 2021-2022 we had 114 students out).
Quarantine numbers at the both elementries are currently much lower or showing no
change at all compared to last year.  Board members are all understanding of the
Quarantine Burden but want to find other alternatives to mandating a mask.

Mrs. Brunt asked if there were any other members of the public who would like to speak.  There
were none.
Mrs. Brunt asked if there were any board members wishing to speak.  Mr. Stanley updated the
board on his attending the Grant County Health Department Board Meeting, stated it was
informational and invited those who could to go next time (November 15, 2021).  Mr. Stanley
stated there was discussion on legally what could and couldn’t be done about quarantine.  Mrs.
Brunt thanked the Administration for all their continued work on COVID and staying updated,
also stated it was a great week for Homecoming.

Dr. Deetz announced the upcoming meetings at Madison-Grant as follows:

A. October 11, 2021 – School Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. held at Madison-Grant Conference
Room

Budget Adoption - Including CPF Plan & Bus Replacement Plan *****



B. October 25, 2021 – School Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. held at Madison-Grant Conference
Room

A motion to adjourn the School Board Meeting was made by Mr. Stewart and seconded by Mrs.
Kelich and approved by the Board. The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
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