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Brohm family Turkey Bowl lives on in family folklore

WEST LAFAYETTE — To 
this day, the stats remain a 
point of contention at the 
Brohm family Thanksgiving 
table.

Oscar Brohm, a former 
Louisville quarterback who 
swears he still has some juice 
left in that right arm even in 
his golden years, vows that he 
completed 22 of 25 passes for 
six touchdowns (and a seventh 
on the ground) during a 1996 
Turkey Bowl that’s steeped in 
family folk lore.

Or maybe it was 25 of 22, 
Purdue coach Jeff Brohm 
jokes, inflating his dad’s stats 
to an even more unrealistic 
level.

“I’m a CPA,” Oscar said over 
the phone this week from his 
house in Louisville. “So I can 
count real well.”

Somewhere they’ve got 
the old video tucked away. 
They could dig it out, count 
the passes and settle it once 
and for all. But the family 
feuds are part of what make 
those grainy memories from 
decades of Brohm family Tur-
key Bowls special.

It’s also the first sign that 
this tradition, which spanned 
generations and connected 
decades, was more than an 
average game of catch. It 
started out as full-f ledged 

tackle football when Oscar 
and his five brothers invited 
neighborhood friends and for-
mer college teammates from U 
of L to play on Thanksgiving. 
By the time Jeff and his older 
brother, Greg, and younger 
brother, Brian, came along, 
they were marking first downs 
with mops and brooms.

“It  was a lways 
the talk the whole 
day, which I’m sure 
annoyed some of the 
aunts and Grandma,” 
Purdue quarterbacks 
coach Brian Brohm 
said. “But that’s all 
they talked about the 
whole day.”

Oscar Sr. hosted 
the game at his home in the 
Shively neighborhood and 
served as the unnoficial, offi-
cial commissioner. He climbed 
onto the roof and filmed the 
games. The event started with 
complete introductions and 
ended with an awards cere-
mony. There was the MVP for 
Most Valuable.

“And LVP,” Jeff said. “For 
least valuable.”

In 1996, during the game 
in contention, Oscar was in 
his late 40s. He was quarter-
backing his team to a win on 
offense, while locking down 
one of his brothers on defense. 
With each incompletion, his 
brother grew more agitated.

Finally, late in the game, 

Oscar fell to the ground. His 
brother came down with his 
full weight on his chest.

“I tried to jump up and 
maybe I was going to get an 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalty,” Oscar said. “But I 
wasn’t able to because I went 
right back down.”

Oscar wheezed on the 
ground. They finally 
decided he had to go 
to the hospital, just 
in case. Oscar fumed 
in the passenger seat 
of the car, while the 
same brother that 
injured him drove 
him.

But when they got to 
the emergency room, 

doctors rushed him away and 
cut his shirt open.

Now, here are the stats no 
one is disputing: Three bro-
ken ribs. One punctured lung.

“For over 20 years we played 
tackle with no pads,” Oscar 
said. “I played college football. 
I got hit as hard in those Tur-
key Bowls as I ever did when 
I was in college. I never got 
hurt. This was the first year 
we played touch and I get hurt. 
How ironic is that?”

A surgeon cut an incision in 
the side of Oscar’s chest and 
pushed a tube into his chest. 
When the rest of the fam-
ily came to visit, they were 
shocked to find Oscar hooked 
up to a machine.
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Marlon Mack proving he 
can be every-down back
INDIANAPOLIS — It was 

easy to miss during the excite-
ment that accompanied T.Y. 
Hilton’s 68-yard touchdown 
reception Sunday.

But Marlon Mack’s block 
said a lot about how far the 
second-year running back has 
come this season.

Tennessee safety Kenny 
Vaccaro blitzed off the left 
edge. Mack immediately 
read the pressure, stood his 
ground and easily pushed the 
defender back.

Vaccaro never came within 
5 yards of  quar terback 
Andrew Luck.

The Colts’ streak of five 
games without surrendering 
a sack could have ended on 
that snap.

But this is the Tom Rath-
man era in Indianapolis, and 
running backs don’t miss 
those kinds of blocks on his 
watch.

“Definitely gotta take pride 
in that (pass protection),” 
Mack said. “Having Coach 
Rathman as your coach, he 
takes pride in that also. So you 
gotta go out there and make 
sure you protect the quarter-
back cause if you don’t, you 
won’t be on that field.”

As a rookie, there were 
questions about Mack’s abil-
ity to keep the quarterback 

upright.
It can be one of the tough-

est skills for a young running 
back to learn. There is so 
much involved, from diag-
nosing the defensive set to 
working in tandem with the 
offensive line and even using 
the proper technique to stick 
the block and hold it.

Mack had a solid mentor in 
veteran Frank Gore — who 
will return to Lucas Oil Sta-
dium with Miami on Sunday 
— but it was Rathman who 
really made everything click.

The former 49ers fullback 
brings a throwback mental-
ity to the game, and he let his 
running backs know early in 
training camp he expected the 
same from them.

“He was a fullback back in 
the day,” rookie Nyheim Hines 
said. “So he wants us to be as 
physical as possible, and he 
tells us to attack the game. 
Take it to them cause if you 
don’t, you’re gonna get hit in 
the mouth. I like everything 
he’s been telling us, and I’ve 
learned a lot from him so far.”

Mack put those lessons to 
good use against the Titans.

He repeatedly picked up 
free runners in the backfield 
and often left them laying on 
their back. Or flipped head-
over-heels onto the playing 
surface.

It’s no accident.
It’s exactly what Rathman 

expects to see.
“Coming here, he likes 

things at a certain level, and 
you’ve gotta go up to that 
level,” Mack said. “His expec-
tations are high. So you gotta 
go out there and go get ‘em and 
be perfect at what you do and 
go out there and work hard.”

First-year Colts head coach 
Frank Reich admits he wasn’t 
sure what to expect from 
Mack.

There wasn’t a lot of posi-
tive tape of the running back 
picking up blitzes, and a ham-
string injury sidelined him for 
much of the preseason and 
early regular season.

So Mack had to prove to the 
new staff he could be trusted 
on third down.

He’d successfully done that 
before Sunday, but his tour 
de force performance against 
the Titans further solidified 
his role.

“Marlon had a phenome-
nal game in pass protection,” 
Reich said. “I remember at 
the beginning of the year 
when Marlon was hurt and 
then when he came back, my 
mindset was, ‘OK, I am going 
to keep Marlon out of third 
down because I am not sure. 
I haven’t seen it live enough.’ 
Well, Marlon has proven to 
me and to our offense, you can 
put Marlon in at any down, in 
any situation and he is ready 
to go.”

BY GEORGE BREMER
CNHI SPORTS INDIANA

Tim Bath | CNHI Sports Indiana

Colts running back Marlon Mack looks for open field Sunday against Tennessee at 
Lucas Oil Stadium.

Lack of recent turnovers no accident

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
Colts’ streak of five games 
without surrendering a sack 
rightfully dominates the head-
lines.

But it’s not the only stretch 
of prolonged success worth 
noting.

During its current four-game 
winning streak, Indianapolis 
has turned the ball over just 
once. And even that was a fluke.

Two weeks ago, tight end 
Mo Alie-Cox bobbled a pass 
near the sideline. When he 
couldn’t haul it in, a Jackson-
ville defender made a leaping 
interception before going out 
of bounds.

The ball protection is no 
coincidence.

Running backs coach Tom 
Rathman holds detailed meet-
ings at least twice a week with 
the offense, breaking down 
film on proper technique and 
also showing clips of the ways 
in which the opponent hopes 
to take the ball away.

“He’ll go through the film, 
the television copy and he will 
post pictures of us when we 
have good ball security and 
when we have bad ball secu-
rity, and he points them out,” 
offensive coordinator Nick 
Sirianni said. “... Then he will 
go through a tape of the oppo-
nent and of every strip that 
they have had or any fumble 
caused that they have had all 
of 2017 and 2018. We will sit in 
here (team meeting room) and 
we will watch it, and he will 
explain to the guys how they 
are going to get it out. So again, 
when you get a guy like Coach 
Rathman that’s that dynamic 
in front of the room and has 
the much weight — I mean he’s 
done it. He’s carried it.”

The young running backs in 

Indianapolis rave about their 
position coach.

And they are not alone.
Former Colts running back 

Frank Gore played under 
Rathman early in his career 
with San Francisco. The 
35-year-old will return to 
Lucas Oil Stadium on Sunday 
with Miami, and he’s not cer-
tain he’d still be in the NFL if 
not for Rathman’s lessons.

“I think he came into my 
career at the perfect time 
because I was young and 
when I made the Pro Bowl — 
sometimes when you make 
the Pro Bowl early on, you 
can kind of be cocky,” Gore 
said. “Once he got there, we 
used to bump heads because I 
felt like I arrived already, but 
I think he took my game to 
another level. Just all-around 
game. He made me look at the 
game differently and try to 
do everything right. I think 
that’s one of the reasons why 
I’m still playing because of the 
way he moved my mind on the 
game of football.”

Rathman’s having a similar 
impact on the Colts’ rookies.

When Nyheim Hines talks 
to friends back home and play-
ing at other places around the 
league, they’re consistently 
impressed by Rathman’s 
resume. The former North Car-
olina State star has watched 
highlights of his position coach 
on the internet, and he’s proud 
to have the opportunity to 
learn from a legend.

Especially when it comes to 
ball security.

“I think Coach Rathman, 
that’s the most I’ve ever heard 
about ball security,” Hines said. 
“He talks about it almost 24/7, 
every day. So I think it’s big, and 
I think it’s really instrumental 
especially for younger play-
ers to not be lax in the details. 
He’s just basically teaching us 

another line of details. We gotta 
be focused on everything, but 
protecting the ball’s the most 
important thing.”

WELCOME BACK
Gore spent three seasons in 

Indianapolis, and even though 
things didn’t go the way he 
expected, he still holds fond 
memories of his time in the city.

The Colts were coming off 
an appearance in the AFC 
Championship Game when 
Gore signed as a free agent in 
2015, but they never finished 
better than 8-8 in his three 
years on the roster.

The Dolphins enter Sun-
day’s game with the same 
record as Indianapolis (5-5), 
and the game holds much 
importance in the AFC wild-
card playoff chase.

“I’ll be excited to see all of 
the guys like ‘T’ (assistant 
equipment manager Brian 
Seabrooks), ‘Frog’ (equip-
ment manager Sean Sullivan), 
all of the trainers and some of 
the guys I played with,” Gore 
said. “It’ll be good. We’re both 
5-5. We both want to win. I’m 
coming there to try to help my 
team get a victory.”

INJURY REPORT
Just three players did not 

participate in the Thanksgiv-
ing day practice — tight end 
Ryan Hewitt (ankle), center 
Ryan Kelly (knee) and tight 
end Erik Swoope (knee).

Tight end Mo Alie-Cox 
(calf) was added to the report 
as a limited participant. Cor-
nerback Nate Hairston (ankle) 
and safety Malik Hooker (hip) 
also were limited.

Safety Clayton Geathers 
(knee), defensive tackle Mar-
gus Hunt (knee), cornerback 
Kenny Moore II (back) and 
defensive tackle Al Woods 
(illness) were full participants.
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Argylls a year older, a year stronger

FAIRMOUNT — The bad 
news is the Madison-Grant 
boys basketball team suffered 
through a 6-17 campaign last 
season.

The good news is the 
Argylls have all players back 
this year and are looking to 
make a vast improvement.

“When your freshmen are 
now sophomores, that’s a 
good thing,” M-G coach Brian 
Trout said.

Several freshmen logged 
large amounts of minutes on 
the court last year and, com-
bined with some talented 
upper classmen, could spell 
success for an Argyll pro-
gram that is not far removed 
from winning sectional titles 
in 2015 and 2017.

“I think this is a team that 
could (compete for a sectional 
title),” Trout said. “The thing 
is, they have to learn how to 
win. We’re taking this thing 
one game at a time, not focus-
ing on end-of-season goals.”

It starts with Wyatt Rudy, 
who has led the Argylls in 
scoring the last two sea-
sons. As a junior, he scored 
17.2 points per game and 
was third in rebounding at 
5.4 per contest. He should 
become the 10th boys player 
in Argyll history to reach the 
1,000-point milestone fairly 
early in the season.

“That 1,000 points will 
come,” Trout said. “That’s 
not something he needs to 
worry about. We’re looking 
for him to score, rebound and 
become a better distributor of 
the ball as well.”

The leader in rebounds 
last season was senior Dil-
lon Sneed, who pulled down 
6.1 per game. Sneed, along 
with Rudy, Tucker Robertson 
(5.8 ppg, 39 percent 3-point 
shooting) and 6-3 Isaac Coo-
per, form a solid group of 
senior leaders for the Argylls.

Last year as freshmen, 
point guard Grant Brown and 
shooting guard Kaden How-
ell gave Argyll fans a glimpse 
into their backcourt of the 
present and the future.

Brown led the area in 
assists with 5.5 per game 
and shot 83 percent from the 
free-throw line, both excel-
lent marks as a freshman. 
Trout sees Brown improving 
markedly in terms of scoring 
(6.2) and turnovers (5.6) this 
season.

“Most of his turnovers last 
year were because he was 
trying to make a play, not 
because he was throwing the 
ball all over the gym,” Trout 
said. “He’s gotten bigger 
and stronger this year, and 
I expect that turnover aver-
age to be about half of what 
it was last year. We’re also 
going to need him to score a 
little more for us.”

Howell scored 12.3 points 
per game and shot 35 percent 
from behind the arc.

Brown and Howell lead a 
large group of sophomores 
Trout expects contributions 
from this year. Including Jus-
tin Moore, Lance Wilson and 
Jackson Maxwell.

“Jackson had a great sum-
mer,” Trout said. “We expect 
him to do some big things for 
us.”

Trout is hoping for M-G to 
be competitive in the always 
tough Central Indiana Con-
ference this season. He does 
not expect his team to go 0-7 
again this year.

“Frankton is st i l l the 
team to beat. They have the 
most players back,” he said. 
“Everyone else seems to be 
pretty evenly matched. Hope-
fully, late in the conference 
season, we can pick up some 
wins and be in that mix.”
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BOYS HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL SEASON PREVIEW
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Madison-Grant’s Wyatt Rudy drives as he is 
guarded by Covington’s Ollie Pettit in the semifinal of 
the regional at Lapel in 2017.

Jeff Brohm


