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FORTVILLE — Pendleton 
Heights and Mount Vernon 
had long stretches Friday 
night in which both didn’t 
allow the other a point.

PH kept the Marauders off 
the board for more than 10 
minutes, but it was MV’s five-
minute shutout run in the 
fourth quarter that had the 
most impact, and it allowed 
the Marauders to escape 
37-34 in the Hoosier Heritage 
C on ferenc e 
op ener  for 
both teams.

The Arabi-
ans led 33-27 
with 5:15 left 
but couldn’t 
manage the game effectively, 
and therefore came up next to 
empty from there. Three turn-
overs led to MV baskets, and 
the latter broke a 33-all tie.

That turned to waste a sec-
ond-quarter effort in which, 
thanks to tenacious defense 
by PH (2-3), Christian Jones 
himself was able to outscore 
MV (3-1) 11-0 over the final 
2:44 of the first half and give 
his team the lead.

“We didn’t have to score,” 
PH coach Kevin Bates said. 
“We were up by six, and we 
had the ball. We called a 
couple of sets, and give (MV) 
credit, they took us out of it.”

PH recovered from a 12-2 
deficit against the hot-shoot-
ing Marauders and made it a 
game over the last quarter-
and-a-half.

MV was ahead 17-8 with 90 
seconds gone in the second 
quarter but went scoreless 
until 4:05 remained in the 
third.

Meanwhile, Jones was 
making three 3-pointers, 
including a runner that beat 
the first-half horn and gave 
the Arabians their first lead 
at 19-17. Baskets by Tristan 
Ross and Ryan Noel to start 
the second half made it a six-
point margin.

The lead changed hands 
twice late in the third, and a 
reverse back-door layup by 
Noel gave PH a 28-27 advan-
tage going into the final eight 
minutes.

Davrick Black made good on 
a drive in traffic as well as a 
3-ball, and the Arabians were 
up six for the third time.

MV tied it with 1:38 left, 
on a Ryan Morris basket off 
a feed from Keith Rupert. But 
PH, as it had in the past, was 
set on working for a final shot 
even with more than ample 

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
Wapahani boys basketball 
team did not lead much of Fri-
day’s game versus Lapel. But it 
led at the right time.

Junior Drew Luce scored 
29 points, including four cru-
cial free throws in the third 

overtime, as 
W a p a h a n i 
powered past 
Lapel 82-74 at 
Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse.

The Bull-
dogs dropped to 2-2 while the 
Raiders remained perfect at 
4-0.

After the first quarter, this 
game did not appear to have 
one overtime, let alone three, 
in its future.

The Bulldogs rode the hot 
hand of junior Noah Frazier 
early as he connected on four 
3-point shots to push Lapel to 
a 23-10 lead.

But a shaky second quar-
ter, which included five Lapel 
turnovers to none by Wapa-
hani paved the way for the 
Raiders to climb back in con-
tention.

“When we were up double 
figures, we should have put 
it away,” Lapel coach Jimmie 
Howell said. “We’ve had a 
tendency to do that early this 
year. We get up, we relax and 
we let teams get back into it. 
We took a few shots we prob-
ably shouldn’t have taken 
instead of working for the best 
shot we could get.”

The Raiders closed the gap 
to three late in the second 
quarter, but a rebound basket 
by senior Luke Richardson 
pushed the lead back to 34-29 
at the break.

The Bulldogs seemed to 
assert themselves early in the 
third quarter on baskets by 
Richardson and junior Cole 
Alexander. Two Richardson free 
throws gave Lapel a nine-point 
cushion at 42-33, but Wapahani 
finished the quarter on an 11-5 
run to head to the fourth quar-
ter down just three at 47-44.

With 1:10 left in regula-
tion, senior Dane Busch 
scored his only basket for 
Lapel for a 58-54 lead. But 
senior Easton Hefferman 
scored on a rebound basket 
and again from the baseline 
with 16 seconds left to tie the 
game at 58-58. Sandwiched 
in between was a missed 
one-and-one by Lapel junior 
Carson Huber, one of many
free throws the Bulldogs 
regretted.
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Daleville overmatched by Burris
DALEVILLE — With age comes 

growth. Mentally and physically.
In a matchup of two struggling 

teams in Daleville and Muncie Bur-
ris, it was the height and experience 
of the Owls that propelled the team 
over the Broncos, 74-40.

“We’re having a really hard time 
starting games this season,” Dal-
eville head coach Tyler Stotler said. 
“They hit us in the mouth early and 
we really had a hard time recover-
ing from it.”

The Broncos’ tallest player is only 
6-foot-1 while the Owls have play-
ers at 6-5 and their smallest player 
is 5-10.

“We’re small and we’re young. It’s 
no secret,” Stotler said. “If you’re not 
shooting the ball well when teams 

are playing you in a zone, to be able 
to open up some of those seems, 
it’s going to be a struggle. Right 
now we’re not really playing with 
rhythm. Part of it has to do with 
some guys playing in roles they 
haven’t played in before.”

The experience factor showed 
early. The first quarter ended with 
the Owls up by 12 and the Broncos 
with six fouls. The second quar-
ter saw more of the same with the 
Broncos fouling heavily and the 
Owls controlling the game. Bur-
ris sophomore Grant Jones led the 

offense with 10 points in the half. 
Burris was also controlling the ball 
on the other end of the court high-
lighted by a block from Burris senior 
James Roysdon to end the half 33-17 
in favor of the Owls.

“We need to pick it up defensively,” 
junior guard Connor Fleming said. 
“We came out lazy and we need to 
get that grit and toughness back.”

The second half would be all 
Burris. The Owls would outscore 
the Broncos 41-23 in the second 
half with Burris senior Jackson 
Adamowicz knocking down 14 
points in the half to lead scoring. 
He finished with 18 points. Fresh-
man guard Tim Arnold fouled out 
for the Broncos, three others would 
finish with four fouls among the 20 
team fouls.
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BOYS HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

M-G protects lead vs. Panthers
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FAIRMOUNT — It was the 
classic inside-outside punch that 
finally enabled Madison-Grant to 
put away Elwood in a boys basket-
ball game Friday night.

Argylls senior Isaac Cooper 
softened up the Panthers inside 

in the opening quarter and 
then the sharpshooters did 
the rest in a 75-63 verdict.

“It was our focus tonight,” 
said Madison-Grant coach 
Brian Trout. “I told our bigs 
that we could dominate on 
the offensive and defensive 
end. We did that on the 
offensive end.”

Cooper hit all f ive of 
his shots in the opening 
quarter on his way to a 
team-high 18 points for the 

night.
“We played over the top too 

much and then didn’t get backside 
help,” said Elwood coach Matthew 
Corn.

So the home team (2-3) led 14-9 
after one quarter.

“Eventually they have to start 
trying to take that away,” said 
Trout about the defensive reaction 
he expected from the Panthers. 
“Then our shooters were able to 
get some good looks.”

One stretch proved particularly 
telling in the second period.

“In the second quarter, No. 30 
(sophomore Kaden Howell) hit 
three 3s and that really hurt,” said 
Korn. “On two of those our hands 
never got above the waist.”

Howell had a 12-point second 
quarter to help lift the Argylls to 
a 38-25 lead. That lead never got 
any smaller in the second half and 
might have looked quite large to 
Madison-Grant fans as the Argylls 
have lost their three games by a 
combined total of six points.

“All of our games have gone 
right down to the buzzer,” said 
Trout. “Overall I was pleased 
with our performance until the 
final five minutes or so. We hadn’t 
played with a lead like that in a 
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Lapel falls 
to ‘tougher’ 
Wapahani 
in 3 OT
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Wapahani Lapel

82 74

David Humphrey | For The Herald Bulletin

Daleville’s Connor Fleming takes 
a 3-point shot. 

BOYS BASKETBALL

Burris Daleville

74 40

John P. Cleary | The Herald Bulletin

Madison-Grant’s Isaac Cooper goes up with a finger roll as Elwood’s 
Cole Courtney defends.

Madison-Grant

Elwood

75

63

Irish bring home some hardware with coach award

SOUTH BEND — Notre 
Dame had an undefeated 
season on the f ield this 
year. Their success is being 
rewarded off it.

Numerous Irish players 
and coaches have brought 
home awards for their perfor-
mances throughout the 2018 
season. The headliner was 
head coach Brian Kelly win-
ning the 2018 Home Depot 
Coach of the Year award, pre-
sented annually to the top 
coach in Division I. This is the 
second time Kelly has won the 
award at Notre Dame (2012) 
and third overall — he won it 
at Cincinnati in 2009.

Even before Kelly was 

announced as the winner 
Wednesday, Clemson head 
coach Dabo Swinney — who’ll 
be facing Notre Dame in the 
Cotton Bowl in three weeks — 
said Kelly deserved to be the 
coach of the year. Kelly then 
turned those remarks against 
the Tigers head coach.

“Dabo is good at deflecting 
all of that. I think Dabo should 
get it,” Kelly said jokingly.

Kelly then said he isn’t in 
coaching to win individual 
awards, focusing more on the 
bigger picture.

“I didn’t get into this busi-
ness to get coach of the year. 
That’s great that (Dabo) said 
that. I think he’s done an 
incredible job. I think Nick 
Saban has done an incred-
ible job,” Kelly said. “It’s like 

our players. If they came in 
here and said, ‘I’m only in it 
to get the Heisman,’ we’d be 
like, ‘Okay, but what about 
team awards?’ I’m more inter-
ested in our guys winning a 
national championship.”

A few of Kelly’s players have 
received high honors as well. 
Graduate senior Drue Tranquill 
won the 2018 Wuerffel Trophy, 
which is given to the “Foot-
ball Bowl Subdivision football 
player who best exhibits exem-
plary community service.” 
Danny Wuerffel, the former 
University of Florida quarter-
back and 1996 Heisman Trophy 
winner, announced Tranquill 
as the winner Tuesday at the 
New York Hilton Midtown 
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Notre Dame football coach Brian Kelly poses with 
the trophy after being named Coach of the Year on 
Thursday in Atlanta.
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