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The movies continued Saturday
with the Indiana-set classic “A
Christmas Story,” for which Russ
Willis, president of the Board of
Directors, said they’d already sold
nearly 900 presale tickets by Saturday afternoon.
“I was pleasantly surprised,”
Willis said of the presales, adding most of Friday’s tickets were
sold at the door.
Moving forward, Hammel said
the plan is to show a movie about
every two weeks, though that
pening night is any
schedule may change slightly as
e word is already
needed to accommodate other
unt’s return of the events. So far there’s no set schedbegan Friday with ule for the next showing.
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through
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the theater,Copyright
just shy
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of
the
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Foundation, and
March
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eat limit, said execthe Paramount Heritage FounRandy Hammel.

FAIRMOUNT — Madison-Grant
United School Corp. is one of 12
early learning providers in the state
to share in more than $1.4 million
in grants from the Indiana Office of
Early Childhood and Out-of-School
Learning.
Madison-Grant’s share of the
grants, intended to help providers
serve more children and increase the
quality of early education, is more
than $45,566. Grant awards are for
one year with a no-cost option for an
extension if capacity-building activities have been completed.
“We will be able to extend our early
childhood services (more) than we
already have in meeting the needs
of our youngest learners,” said Madison-Grant Superintendent Scott
Deetz. “This is a real turning point
for us in reaching the audiences we
have not been able to reach before.”
Madison and Grant counties are
among the 20 counties participating
in the state’s On My Way Pre-K pilot
program for low-income families.
The K-12 district last spring
became one of several serving students from Madison County that
have been certified in early childhood education. The district earned
a Level 3 certification and is working
toward Level 4, Deetz said.
Family and Social Services Administration Secretary Jennifer Walthall
said increasing the number of highquality early education programs
across the state is a priority.
“Building capacity provides more
options for Hoosier parents who want
their child to have a competitive start
to their education,” she said.
The grants are allowed to be used
for a variety of purposes, including
training and professional development for teachers; evidence-based
materials for students or teachers;
family engagement activities or
materials; or marketing and communications materials.
All applicants were required to
secure up to 50 percent in matching funds from local businesses and
other stakeholders.
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