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Chaos 
reigns as 

2018 closes
T his can only be described as 

a terrible week for investors, 
Republicans and President 

Donald Trump as 2018 prepares 
to exit in chaos.

What has taken place the past 
week has to be alarming to all 
Americans. The stock market 
has been in free fall for the past 
week, and the indexes have 
dropped 16 to 26 percent since 
the summer.

What is concerning about the 
market’s losses is the impact it 
is having on thousands of retire-
ment accounts for middle class 
families. The money shed this 
week will take years to recover.

Several things are driving the 
selloff on Wall Street, includ-
ing the Federal Reserve raising 
interest rates for the fourth 
time this year, the continuing 
trade dispute and weakening 
economies in China and Europe 
and the ongoing gridlock in the 
federal government.

Any increase in interest rates 
makes it more expensive to 
purchase a home, car, or major 
appliance for families; for busi-
nesses, the impact is on the 
purchase of equipment.

Unfortunately, we have become 
all too familiar with the shutdown 
of the federal government over the 
past decade.

There was a time when Repub-
licans and Democrats in the 
Congress and White House would 
take whatever steps were neces-
sary to reach a compromise and 
keep the government open.

This is the fourth time this year 
there has been a partial shutdown 
of the federal government. All of 
this has come about with Repub-
licans in control of Congress and 
President Trump in the White 
House.

It’s hard to believe that the 
political party in power this year 
was unable to reach a compromise 
agreement within their own ranks 
and keep the government open.

The latest shutdown on 
Saturday began after hard-nosed 
GOP conservatives wouldn’t vote 
to pass a spending bill that would 
have kept the government oper-
ating until February unless $5 
billion was included for a border 
wall along the southern border 
with Mexico.

Remember, this was the wall 
that President Trump declared 
the government of Mexico would 
pay for during the 2016 presi-
dential election campaign. I keep 
waiting for the pesos to cross the 
border.

Next month, Democrats gain 
control of the U.S. House, which 
means the nation will be dealing 
with a divided government in 
2019 as things lead up to the 
2020 presidential election.

If compromises can’t be 
reached among Republicans 
while in power, the chances of 
the gridlock coming to an end 
over the next two years seems 
next to impossible.

I have heard for years what 
a great negotiator President 
Trump is when it came to 
business dealings. Those skills 
will be needed more than ever in 
2019 and 2020 with China and 
members of the Congress.

The nation is in need of bipar-
tisan leadership on many fronts 
in 2019.

“I’ve always believed that a lot 
of the trouble in the world would 
disappear if we were talking to 
each other instead of about each 
other,” Ronald Reagan said.

Merry Christmas.

Senior Reporter Ken de la Bastide’s 
column publishes Sundays. Contact 
him at ken.delabastide@
heraldbulletin.com or 765-640-
4863.

ANDERSON — Dennis and Lillian 
Albert spent Thursday mopping and 
vacuuming the Anytime Fitness gym 
they owned and operated at Apple-
wood Shopping Center.

The high-end exercise equipment 
that until Monday had dominated the 
floor plan was gone; voices echoed in 
the empty space. It was time to turn 
off the lights and turn in the keys.

A letter posted on the storefront 
addressed to valued friends and Any-
time Fitness members was succinct:

“We regret to inform you the Any-
time Fitness of Anderson will close 
effective Monday, December 17, 
2018,” the letter said.

“Lil and I want to thank all of our 
loyal members for embarking on the 
journey towards improved health 
and wellness with Anytime Fitness,” 
it said.

The letter added: “We are happy 
to have met all of you and not only to 
have you as members, but to call you 
friends. We will miss you all.” It pro-
vided members with directions about 
how to transfer their membership to 
another location, or cancel.

The decision to close after 11 years 
in business at 1832 Applewood Drive 
probably seemed abrupt; however, the 
couple has been seeking a buyer for 
the business for two years.

At its peak, the gym had more than 
600 members, Dennis said.

Then, Planet Fitness opened a new 
Anderson location less than a mile 
north on Scatterfield Road offering a 
monthly membership fee of $10 and 
no long-term commitment.

There are 4,000 Anytime Fitness 
clubs worldwide, and 100 in Indiana, 
according to Minnesota-based Self-
Esteem Brands, which founded the 
company in the early 2000s.

Dennis said the locations that now 
seem to do best are in smaller cities 
and towns such as New Castle, Peru, 
and Logansport.

“The smaller clubs seem to do bet-
ter because they’re not attracting the 
bigger clubs such as, well, the low-
priced ones,” like Planet Fitness, 
Dennis said.

“When you’ve joined one you can 
go to all the Anytime Fitnesses. 
That’s what makes us kind of unique 
because we have 4,000 clubs. We’re 
international,” he added. “You could 
actually go around the world and use 
the same key fob that opens the door 
here. There’s no club that’s even close 
to that.”

However, the cost of belonging to 
Anytime Fitness is $36 per month as 
opposed to $10 per month.

What people aren’t seeing in that 
equation, Dennis said, is the free per-
sonal training, customer service and 
helping club members achieve tangi-

ble improvements in personal fitness.
After the newness of Planet Fitness 

wore off, he said, customers began to 
return, but not at the same pace as 
when they left.

With a mandatory renovation every 
five years (the last one cost about 
$49,000), the couple couldn’t stay in 
business and make money.

In October, Dennis was con-
tacted by investors from Hartford 
City who had plans to open a new 
6,000-square-foot Anytime Fitness.

They purchased all of his equip-
ment and carted it away in three 
trucks.

“They transported this whole club 
off to Hartford City, Dennis said. 
“They’re putting a club where there’s 
nobody. They’re going to make it 
because it’s too small to attract a 
Planet (Fitness).”

Like Stu Hirsch on Facebook and 
follow him @stuhirsch on Twitter, or 
call 640-4861.

Anytime Fitness runs out of time
BY STUART HIRSCH
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MOVIE MAGIC Madison-
Grant 

receives pre-
school grant

FAIRMOUNT — Madison-Grant 
United School Corp. is one of 12 
early learning providers in the state 
to share in more than $1.4 million 
in grants from the Indiana Office of 
Early Childhood and Out-of-School 
Learning.

Madison-Grant’s share of the 
grants, intended to help providers 
serve more children and increase the 
quality of early education, is more 
than $45,566. Grant awards are for 
one year with a no-cost option for an 
extension if capacity-building activi-
ties have been completed.

“We will be able to extend our early 
childhood services (more) than we 
already have in meeting the needs 
of our youngest learners,” said Mad-
ison-Grant Superintendent Scott 
Deetz. “This is a real turning point 
for us in reaching the audiences we 
have not been able to reach before.”

Madison and Grant counties are 
among the 20 counties participating 
in the state’s On My Way Pre-K pilot 
program for low-income families.

The K-12 district last spring 
became one of several serving stu-
dents from Madison County that 
have been certified in early child-
hood education. The district earned 
a Level 3 certification and is working 
toward Level 4, Deetz said.

Family and Social Services Admin-
istration Secretary Jennifer Walthall 
said increasing the number of high-
quality early education programs 
across the state is a priority.

“Building capacity provides more 
options for Hoosier parents who want 
their child to have a competitive start 
to their education,” she said.

The grants are allowed to be used 
for a variety of purposes, including 
training and professional develop-
ment for teachers; evidence-based 
materials for students or teachers; 
family engagement activities or 
materials; or marketing and com-
munications materials.

All applicants were required to 
secure up to 50 percent in match-
ing funds from local businesses and 
other stakeholders.
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Paramount sees near-sellout 
crowd for return to movies

ANDERSON — For many people 
this weekend, walking once again 
through the large double doors of 
the Paramount Theatre to catch a 
movie on the big screen was an act 
of reliving a memory.

“We’ve gone to so many movies 
here in the past,” said Connie Rob-
inson “It’s such a great thing to do. 
This is just wonderful and it’s so 
beautiful.”

Connie Robinson and her hus-
band Mike Robinson are both 
lifelong Anderson residents and 
have countless memories of 
spending a Friday or Saturday 
night taking in a film on the Para-
mount’s big screen back before it 
closed in the 80s.

But the couple was back Sat-
urday for an afternoon matinee 
of 1935’s “Scrooge: A Christmas 
Carol.”

“This really brings back memo-
ries,” said Mike Robinson as he 
headed up to the couple’s favorite 
spot in the theater’s balcony seating.

Pam Vanbuskirk said her fam-
ily usually goes to the Hamilton 
Town Center Theatre about twice 
a week to see a flick. But now that 
they can trade the drab black box 
for the statue-lined red and gold 
theater, she said they may have 
found a new place to see a movie.

“We plan to come every time 
they show a movie,” Vanbuskirk 
said. “It’s our way to get away. And 
I think once people start coming 
and the word gets out, this place 
will be filled.”

If Friday’s opening night is any 
indication, the word is already 
well “out.”

The Paramount’s return of the 
silver screen began Friday with 
the 1946 classic “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” brought more than 1,100 
moviegoers to the theater, just shy 
of the 1,400-seat limit, said exec-
utive director Randy Hammel.

“We got blown away by the 
turnout,” Hammel said. “But I 
don’t think anyone left in a bad 
mood. The crowd was singing 
along and they even applauded at 
the end. It was a good night.”

The movies continued Saturday 
with the Indiana-set classic “A 
Christmas Story,” for which Russ 
Willis, president of the Board of 
Directors, said they’d already sold 
nearly 900 presale tickets by Sat-
urday afternoon.

“I was pleasantly surprised,” 
Willis said of the presales, add-
ing most of Friday’s tickets were 
sold at the door.

Moving forward, Hammel said 
the plan is to show a movie about 
every two weeks, though that 
schedule may change slightly as 
needed to accommodate other 
events. So far there’s no set sched-
ule for the next showing.

The movies are presented 
through a partnership between 
Honeywell Entertainment, a part 
of the Honeywell Foundation, and 
the Paramount Heritage Foun-
dation. The Paramount Heritage 
Foundation is a nonprofit orga-
nization with a mission to serve 
the public with arts, entertain-
ment and community events in 
Anderson.
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Movie goers arrive at the Paramount Theatre for a showing of “Scrooge: A Christmas Carol” on 
Saturday.
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Dennis Albert, owner of Anytime Fitness Anderson, talks about 
closing the store after 11 years in business.
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