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P.R.O.P.S. – Parents Recognizing Outstanding Professionals:  We will continue with the 
initiative for parents to share positive experiences and kind words regarding your child’s interaction 
with a professional (coach, teacher, para, anybody) at Powell Middle School.  All notes can be sent 
to Kyle Rohrer at KTRohrer@pcsd1.org or Chanler Buck at CJBuck@pcsd1.org. 
 
“Thank you to the 8th grade staff for taking the time to have patience, yet clear direction and 
expectations for my child. Transitioning to 8th grade has been seamless and we are thankful for the 
work put-in up to this point.” 
 
“Our parent orientation night was a great event and accurately helped to inform us as parents what 
to expect at Powell Middle School. Your slides and information were relevant, positive, and spot-on.  
Here’s to a great year!” 
 
Powell Middle School Staff:  We at PMS are proud of the professional level and qualifications 
of our entire staff. Parents are assured they may review credentials of the staff by making a 
written request to Mr. Jay Curtis, 160 N. Evarts. Great teachers + Great kids = Amazing 
Opportunities! 
 
Parent vs. Friend - Important Reminders:  Being a friend comes easy. It’s knowing when to 
be a parent that’s difficult. So here are some practical reminders for knowing when to be a 
parent and not a friend: 
 

• When what your child wants conflicts with what you know they need, be a parent. 
• When your child is being disrespectful, argumentative, or manipulative, be a parent. 
• When your child is being disobedient or misbehaving, don’t excuse their behavior.  
• Be a parent, and deal with it. 
• When it’s more convenient to be a friend, but you know you should be a parent, be a parent. 
 

I believe that every parent should strive to have an absolutely amazing relationship with their child if 
at all possible. But we all know there are times when being both a parent and a friend just won’t mix. 
We have a lifetime to be their friend. Children often need direction and correction, and friendship 
just doesn’t work in those moments. Simply remember that you’ve got to care more about your 
child’s future than you do about your child’s current feelings, and you will set them up for a lifetime 
of success. We only have 18 short years to be our child’s parent, but we have a lifetime to be their 
friend!  

Picture Day:  Powell Middle School Picture Day will be on Thursday, October 3rd. All students will 
have school photos taken during their P.E. class. 
 

Sustaining Middle School Success:  It is the desire of the Powell Middle School faculty and 
administration that your child be successful within all academic areas. We encourage you to 
contact any instructor to discuss your child’s academic progress. To contact staff by email, go to 
https://pms.pcsd1.org/Staff on our school website. 
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Sustaining Middle School Success, continued:  Teachers are available to students after 
school for help with course work. We, as a staff, are interested in helping your son/daughter to 
become successful in his/her courses, as well as in their middle school experience. If you have 
any further questions, please call. Thank you! 
 
Powell Middle School’s Facebook page enables you to see what activities are coming up for the 
week, find out the scores from recent activities, read the newsletter, look at the monthly 
calendar, look at pictures and see any other announcements. Like us at:  
https://www.facebook.com/powellmiddleschool for Powell Middle School’s page. 
 
Uniforms and School Equipment:  Coaches will specify a date for the return of all school 
equipment and uniforms. Students not returning the uniform or equipment in a timely fashion (or 
in good condition) may be charged for the replacement cost of the uniform or equipment and 
not allowed to participate in future athletic contests and/or afterschool events until the uniform 
or equipment is returned or paid for. Please properly wash the uniforms prior to turning in to the 
coach. 
 
Football, Volleyball, and Cross Country Recognition:  Powell Middle School would like to 
thank the cross country, volleyball, and football teams for representing us so well this fall.  
Great Job!! 
 

Grading:  Grading at the middle school is set at a 60/40 blend. Common assessments will be worth 
60% of the final grade, while acknowledging that students that did not pass a common assessment 
on the first attempt will be given an additional opportunity to retake the assessment. Students must 
make an attempt to gain more understanding of the knowledge either through intervention or work 
to demonstrate understanding. The formative work consisting of daily work will encompass the other 
40% of the final grade. 
 
Bus Passes:  Parents, just a reminder that in order for your child to ride a bus with a friend or 
change destinations, we require written permission from you be sent the office. Please state 
your child, who they are riding with, and be certain to sign and date the note. You can also 
email JRSanders@pcsd1.org with your request. We will be happy to issue your students a 
pass. If the need to ride the bus is frequent, please call the bus barn at 764-6189 to be listed as 
an occasional/frequent rider. Thanks for your help. 
 
Free and Reduced Lunches:  October 2th will be the last day students can remain on the 30-
day carryover of last year’s free or reduced meal status. On the morning of October 2th, the 
business office will change the status to “denied” for any student who has not submitted a new 
application for this year. It is not necessary to submit an application for each child. One 
application per family is all that is needed. To access the application please log on to the 
Infinite Campus portal at https://pcsd1.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/park.jsp, select the 
applications/forms tab, and click on the link to the application process. Free and reduced lunch 
applications can also be obtained through the middle school office. 
 
Lunch Account Balance:  As always, you can access your student’s lunch account balance at 
https://pcsd1.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/park.jsp found on the Infinite Campus parent portal. 
To check your student’s lunch balance on the Infinite Campus parent portal, sign-in and click on 
“Food Service” (found on along the left side of the screen). You will then be able to see your 
student’s name and lunch balance. 
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Breakfast is available to students at the middle school in the morning from 7:30 a.m. to 7:55 a.m. 

Tips for Success: 
• Homework – Have a consistent time and place established. 
• Accurate contact information - (such as email addresses and phone numbers) for ZAP 

notices and checking grades frequently on CANVAS. 
• Laptop/Technology – Establish certain locations by designated times (in example, 9:00 pm 

dinner table). 
• Communicate – Ask your student(s) how their day went. Notify teachers with concerns. 
• Familiarize yourself with how to log in to school email, social media sites (Snapchat, for 

example), text messages, etc. Review phones periodically. 
 
ZAP Process:  One obstacle to academic success is the failure to complete assigned homework on 
the part of the student. Without a student’s completion of homework, teachers have no way of 
knowing if the student learned the concept or not. The goal of the Zeros Aren’t Permitted (ZAP) 
program is to provide support for students, promote responsibility and good study habits, reinforce 
the value of hard work and effort, and foster good communication between home and school. This 
program will also make us evaluate the educational relevance of homework to reinforcement 
learning. 
 
Tier One:  Students will be assigned to the Lunch ZAP program (during WIN) where they will be 
given supervision and academic support by an adult until they have completed their work. Students 
will lose ten percentage points of the total points earned for that assignment every day they are in 
the ZAP program until the missing assignment is completed. The highest possible grade will be 
50% of the total points earned after five days, which is much better than getting a zero. Students will 
be given three days to complete their work. If the student chooses not to complete his/her work 
within three days, then they will be moved to the Tier Two intervention of the ZAP program. 
 
Sports Eligibility:  Student may participate in all practices or games (unless they are on the 
deficiency/ineligibility list). 
 
Tier Two:  In addition to the ZAP program during WIN, students will be required to attend an after 
school “Homework Help” class. Parents will be notified of students being placed in the ZAP program 
once they are referred to Tier Two in the ZAP program. 
  
Kids who miss after-school ZAP time (when confirmed with parent) will receive an office 
referral. If the student chooses not to complete their work after 2 days, then they will be moved to 
the Tier Three intervention of the ZAP program. 
 
Sports Eligibility:  Student must report to after-school ZAP until 4:00 pm. They are dismissed from 
afterschool ZAP at 4:00 pm to go to practice or home games. If they are not also on the 
deficiency/eligibility list, student may travel with the team and play at away games. 
  
Tier Three:  In addition to the ZAP program during WIN and required after school “Homework Help” 
class, the student may be assigned a “Friday School”. Friday schools are periodically held on Friday 
afternoons throughout the year. If the student chooses not to complete their work after a Friday 
school, then they will be moved to the Tier Four intervention of the ZAP program.  
 
Tier Three students are ineligible for school sponsored activities, clubs, or sports. Modified 
ISS may be assigned to provide work time within the school day. 

 



 
Sports Eligibility:  Student is ineligible for all after-school sports activities (and dances) beginning on 
the day he/she is placed on Tier 3 for one full week - for example, Wednesday to Wednesday. 
 
Tier Four:  In addition to the ZAP program during WIN, required after-school “Homework Help” 
class, and Friday school, then a conference will be held with the student and parents. This 
conference will be held to discuss ways to get the student engaged in their own learning. We will 
discuss all options to which may include loss of elective courses and possible retention at this 
conference.  
 

Changes to the ZAP program may occur based upon the individual needs of the student(s). 
 
Sports Eligibility:  Student may participate in all practices or games (unless they are on the 
deficiency/ineligibility list). 
 
Challenge of the Books Competition:  Any students who love to read and would like to join the 
Challenge of the Books should visit the Learning Commons and sign up. Students will read a 
minimum of 3 of the titles displayed throughout the school and take a test over the books by 
December 3, 2019. The students who read the most titles and score the highest on the tests will be 
selected to be on this year’s team. The team will consist of 6 students and will travel to Thermopolis 
in January to compete against other schools. Questions should be e-mailed to djcatlin@pcsd1.org. 
 
Robotics Team:  If your child enjoys tinkering, experimenting, and being part of a team, he/she 
would be the perfect fit for the PMS robotics team! The team is open to all 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 
Participants don't need to have any robotics experience to be a great team member.  
 
Robotics offers a tremendous opportunity for your son/daughter to improve his/her problem solving, 
collaboration, engineering, and computer programming skills.  
 
We practice on Fridays after school from 12:46 to 3:00 pm in the cafeteria and there is no cost. 
Please contact Mr. Opps (ztopps@pcsd1.org) with questions. 
 
6th Grade Field Trip:  The 6th graders will be taking a field trip on October 23rd and 24th. Half of 
the sixth grade students will go on Wednesday, and the other half of the sixth grade will go on 
Thursday. We are going to the Washakie Museum and Cultural Center in Worland. We will leave at 
8:15 am and return by 3:15 pm on both days of the field trip. Students will need to bring a sack 
lunch. 
 
In the Ancient Basin Gallery, students will be learning about the geology and ancient cultures of the 
Big Horn Basin. While they tour The Last West Gallery, the students will be learning about ranching, 
railroads, and farming in Wyoming and specifically in the Big Horn Basin. In the Tales and Trails 
Exhibit, students will be learning from oral histories about how and why people came to the Big 
Horn Basin in Wyoming. Students will get to use ochre and charcoal to make paintings as they learn 
the difference between pictographs and petroglyphs. Students will make Glacial Gak and discover 
the physics behind glacial movement.  
 

Looking Ahead:  Parent/Teacher Conferences at Powell Middle School are 
Monday, November 11th and Tuesday, November 12th.
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October 2019 
 
 

Sunday  Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 

 
 Canvas  
 Parent 
 Night at  
 Powell  
 MS  
 Library 
 - 6 pm 

2 
 
 

 

3 
 School Picture Day 
 

7th & 8th Girls 
Volleyball at Powell – 
4:15 & 5:15 pm 

 
8th Football at Cody  
- 5 & 6:15 pm 

 
7th Football at Powell 
MS – 4:15 & 5:30 pm 

4 
 

Black 
Schedule 

 
7th & 8th  
Cross Country 
Invite at  
Cody – 3:30 
pm 
 
 

5 
 
8th “B” Football at 
Powell HS – 9:30 & 
10:45 am -  
 
7th “B” Football at 
Worland HS – 9:30 
& 10:45 am 
 
 

6 7 
 

  

8 
 

9 10 
 
7th & 8th Girls 
Volleyball at Powell   
- 4:15 & 5:15 pm 
 
8th Football at 
Lovell – 5:30 pm 

 
 7th Football at Lovell 
 - 4:15 pm  

11 
 

Orange 
Schedule 

 
7th & 8th  
Cross  
Country 
Conference 

  at the 
  Powell 
  Golf Club 
  –  2 pm 
 
 

12 
8th Girls Volleyball 
Jamboree at 
Powell – 9 am 

 
7th Girls Volleyball 
Jamboree at Cody 
– 9 am 
 
8th Football at 
PHS – 12 pm 
 

 7th Football at  
 PHS – 10:30 am 

 13 14 
 
 
Wrestling 
Practice  
Begins 
 

15 
 
Middle 
School 
Bands & 
Choirs Fall 
Concert  
at PHS 
 – 7 pm  

 
 

16 
 

 

17 
 
 

18 
 

No  
School 

19 
8th Girls Volleyball 
Conference 
Tourney at  
Thermopolis 
 – 9 am 

 
 7th Girls Volleyball 
 Conference 
 Tourney at Lander 
 – 9 am  

20 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 23 
6th Grade  

Field 
Trip 

  
 

24 
6th Grade  

Field  
Trip 

25 
Black  

Schedule 
 

1st Quarter Ends 
 

26 
7th - 8th  
Wrestling 
Invitational at 
Powell – 9:30 am 

27 28 
 

2nd Quarter 
Begins 

 
High School 
& Middle 
School Jazz 
Concert at 
PHS – 7 pm 

 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

November 1 
 

Orange 
Schedule 

 
6th Grade  
Activity  

Day  
 

  2 
8th Girls Basketball 
at Powell  – 10 am  
& 12 pm 
 
7th Girls Basketball 
at Cody – 10 am & 
12 pm 
 
7th & 8th Wrestling at 
Lovell – 9:30 am 

 
 Math Counts meets every Wednesday morning at 7:00 am in Mr. Estes’ room. 

 Environmental Action Committee meets every Monday after school in Mrs. Hanks’ room.  
Science Olympiad will meet on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday after school in Mrs. Hanks’ room. 
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