
 
 
Valentine’s Day 
Valentine’s Day Classroom Parties will be held during the morning of Friday, February 12.  We want 
to notify parents that this year we are not able to receive and deliver flowers for students.  While we 
are always amazed at this tradition and have tried our best to ensure every delivery, we simply cannot 
do this on any day of the school week this year – next year, we hope that COVID regulations lesson so 
we can utilize parent volunteers to help carry on the Southside Valentine’s Day Tradition!  We do offer 
this solution: please ask the flower shops to deliver to your home address and you can deliver them to 
your student when you pick them up from school or when they get home off the bus!   
 
Join our parent group: Southside Community Organization 
Recently, we have been able to offer the SCO a meeting place after school that affords 6’ of distance 
and we ask that SCO officers and members please follow all protocols when coming into the school:  
temperature check, masks, and handwashing.   
 
At our latest meeting, it was announced that we will be electing officers for next year within the next 
couple of meetings and some of our current officers are stepping down.  If you have a heart for helping 
our school meet the needs of our kids in their classroom activities, field trips, and other fun events, 
please contact Megan Sapp at mksapp@pcsd1.org, Gwen Cousins at glcousins@pcsd1.org., or Scott 
Schiller at srschiller@pcsd1.org. 
 
The Wyoming Accountability in Education Act (WAEA) 
In recent years, the state of Wyoming’s created its own accountability act called the Wyoming 
Accountability in Education Act (WAEA).  On an annual basis Wyoming releases school ratings in the 
fall.  The WAEA, in grades 3 - 8, looks at: 

1. Growth: Growth measures how much students improved on the state test in reading and 
math from the prior year to the current year compared to other students in the same grade with 
similar prior test scores. 
2. Achievement: Achievement is the percent proficient or above on the state tests in reading, 
math, science, and writing.  
3. Equity: Equity is the measure of average test scores in reading and math from the current 
school year for all students at a school who were below proficient in reading and/or math during 
the prior school year.  
4. Participation: All students take the tests.  

 
Wyoming schools are rated on these indicators using a traditional styled grade scale in that there are 
varying levels of performance that can be achieved:  

1. Exceeding Expectations - this category is reserved for schools considered models of 
performance;  
2. Meeting Expectations - schools in this category demonstrated performance that met or 
exceeded target on multiple performance indicators;  
3. Partially Meeting Expectations – schools in this category performed below target on 
multiple performance indicators or were below target in achievement;  
4. Not Meeting Expectations - schools in this category had unacceptable performance on all 
indicators. 
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Why Is Southside a Title I School? 
Southside is a Title I School.  This designation is based primarily on the number of 
families who qualify for free and reduced meals within our student population at 
Southside.  This number is calculated based on the Free and Reduced 
Breakfast/Lunch Applications that are part of every student’s required paperwork at 
the beginning of each year.   Currently, Southside’s percentage of F/R meals is right 
at 50%.  This designation allows our school to receive money to fund staff positions 
and provide for supplies to supplement instruction and professional development in Reading and Math.  
 
The impact of our Title I Staff is widespread.  Both our Title I Teacher and Para-Educators are utilized 
by our K-5 teachers to work with students during their designated intervention and enrichment schedule.  
You can see our staff working alongside students in the classroom and many times in small groups 
within the Title I Room or in one of many breakout spaces.  These intervention and enrichment sessions 
are the result of frequent communication and collaboration between the student’s classroom teacher and 
our Title I staff! 
 
Additionally, there is a set aside from the Title Funding that is designated specifically for two family 
nights.  We have traditionally scheduled a beginning of the year Reading Celebration Family Night and 
we are in the planning stages of our mid-year Family Math Night. We look forward to seeing you there! 
Have a fun idea for Family Night?  Please contact Mrs. Caitlyn Hinshaw at cehinshaw@pcsd1.org 
 
First Field Trips of this School Year! 

Two special ski trips are scheduled and ready to roll!  The Eaglemount Ski trip sponsored 
by Red Lodge Ski Area and its partners hosts several of our students on several dates 

during February and March.  Coach Wolff and his band of volunteers leave bright and 
early and spend a full day traveling and learning how to ski! 
Our annual 5th grade ski trip to Sleeping Giant is back on and we have some eager 

5th grade students ready to learn more about this wintery sport!  This year 51 of our 
students have signed up to enjoy a day of lessons and learning the many trails of Sleeping Giant Ski area.  
Even though Sleeping Giant no longer offers their 5th Grade Ski for Free program, we are determined to 
help our 5th grade students learn about one more positive way to spend their time as they get older! 
 
Afterschool Robotics 
Once again we will be able to offer afterschool robotics to all 4th grade students who can attend.  A note 
should have gone home to your students and their first meeting is Thursday, February 4, beginning at 3:15 
p.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m.  Students will be using Lego Robotics kits to learn how to program/code 
their robots to move about a course or complete a task.  5th Grade students, especially those students who 
were not here last year or weren’t able to attend last year, can also learn about coding, robotics, and 
problem solving later in the year through their computer specials time.   
 
Southside Kids Chorus is coming soon! 
Mrs. Sears is happy to announce that Southside Kids Chorus is coming soon.  This will 
again be offered on Tuesdays immediately after school.  Unfortunately, not all students 
may be able to participate due to the necessary spacing that is required between students 
in order to sing.   Look for more information soon! 
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