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As we enter Fall, the leaves begin to change colors, the mornings begin to 

get crisp, hunting seasons are in full swing, and by now, students and 

teachers have usually fallen into school routines that are making high levels 

of learning possible. This year THANKFULLY has been no different. The start 

to school was complex, challenging, and even downright weird. Re-opening 

plans, social distancing, face coverings, plexi-glass barriers, sanitation 

practices, catching students up that had not been in face-to-face schooling 

for over five months, student activities, and many more issues that had 

never been faced before were making the start to school feel very daunting. 

However, here we are nearly six weeks complete, and things are starting to 

feel a little, dare I say it? normal…ish. As normal as it can feel anyway, given 

the circumstances. Turns out, having our students back in school and 

getting to watch Middle School and High School sports is quite therapeutic 

for me, and I think probably many of you as well. 

I think it is fair to say that the process of sending our kids to school was 

often and easily taken for granted. We now know what a precious gift it 

really is to have our students in school learning, while also providing the 

opportunities to enhance their school experience through athletics and 

activities. We also know now how fragile that gift can be. It truly takes a 

community to make this all work as well as it does in Powell. So, THANK 

YOU to the parents and community members for helping us get our kids 

back in school and keep them in school. I would also like to give a huge 

THANK YOU to the board of trustees, administration, teachers, and ALL 

other staff of PCSD1 for their tremendous efforts to ensure that we were 

able to not just open our doors, but do it in a way that prioritizes learning, 

and even makes school feel a little “normal,” six weeks into the 20-21 

school year. I am so proud to work in this district and live in this community. 

October 2020 Events 

 1: Freshman Volleyball (4pm)           
8th Grade Football (4:15pm)         
8th Grade Volleyball (4:15pm)    
JV Volleyball (5pm)                  
Varsity Volleyball (6pm)  

 2: Varsity Football (7pm) 

 3:8th Grade Football (9:30am) 
7th/8th Grade Volleyball (10am) 

 6: Freshman Volleyball (5pm) 

 8: PHS FAFSA Drop in Night (4-
6:30pm)                                                           
7th Grade Football  (4:15pm)      
8th Grade Volleyball (4:15pm)  
Freshman Volleyball (5pm)         
8th Grade Football (5:30pm) 

 9: Varsity Cross Country 
Invitational (2pm) Powell GC                                             
7th and 8th Grade Cross Country 
Invitational                                              
Varsity Volleyball (7pm) 

  10: 7th/8th Grade Volleyball 
(10am) Varsity Volleyball (10am) 

 13: School Board Meeting (6pm) 

 15: Freshman Volleyball (4pm)         
JV Volleyball (5pm)                         
Varsity Swimming Quad (5pm)            
Varsity Volleyball (6pm)  

 16: No School 

 20: MS Band and Choir Concert 
(7pm) at PHS Auditorium 

 24: 7th/8th Grade Wrestling 
Invitational 

 26: HS and MS Jazz Concert 
(7pm) at PHS Auditorium 

 27: School Board Meeting (6pm) 

 31: 8th Grade Girls Basketball 
(10am/12pm)                                           

 Nov 1:  Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Turn clocks back one hour (2am) 

For the latest on events and 
cancellations, please visit pcsd1.org 

Please enjoy this edition of the Community Link that covers the 

events and happenings in the District over the summer and our first 

month of school. 

http://www.pcsd1.org


September’s Staff Recognition  

Misti Asher 
PCSD#1 Nurse at Parkside and Southside 

Recognizing 5 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Asher has worked in education for six years.  She is a graduate of the Northwest College Nursing program.  Prior to 
her career at PCSD#1, she worked for an OB-GYN practice, a family practice, and in Urgent Care. 

As a school nurse, she has a wide range of responsibilities.  Our nurses are responsible for the care of all the students and 
staff in the district.  The nurse’s office truly resembles an urgent care office. She never knows what may be walking 
through the door. The need to be constantly vigilant to symptomology and the whole picture of the individual is an 
essential part of Mrs. Asher’s job. The use of nursing processes becomes vital in assessing situations that arise. The 
school nurses also screen students yearly. She is continuously tracking down immunization information, medication 
information, and implementing health plans to maintain a healthy environment for our students and staff. As a school 
nurse, she has the privilege of working with health personnel at the local, county, and state levels. 

“My favorite part of my job is taking care of people to the best of my ability. I have always wanted to ease the burden of 
others, and the nursing profession provides that! I also love my littles!! They still believe that I know what I’m talking 

about!! Being in the elementary schools, being a part of PCSD #1 and having the nursing team we do, is a blessing to me.  
I work with the best!” 

Jacilyn Hitz 
PCSD#1 Middle School Health and PE Teacher 

Recognizing 2 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Hitz has worked in education for thirteen years.  She received her associate's from Sheridan College, her 
bachelor's from MSU-Northern, and her Master's in Athletic Administration and Coaching from Concordia-
Irvine.  She began her career teaching in Douglas as the Alternative Suspension Teacher, head girls basketball 
coach and spent five years as the high school PE and health teacher.  She taught several courses at the 
University of Great Falls in Montana where she was also the head associate coach for the women's basketball 
program. After two years, she returned to Powell and substitute taught before becoming the health and PE 
teacher at Powell Middle School. 
At the middle school, every class has a great mix of students. She gets the pleasure of teaching the lifetime 
sports and activities class to the 8th graders and the 9-week health course for the 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.  She 
enjoys the lifetime sports class because she gets to expose students to activities they may never have had the 
opportunity to experience outside of school. Mrs. Hitz loves introducing the students to SCUBA, cross country 
skiing, rock walls, golf, horseshoes, or bocce. 

“My favorite part of my job is that I get to teach every single student at PMS by the end of the school year 6th 
through 8th grade.” 



September’s Staff Recognition  

Rob McCray 
PCSD#1 Coordinator of Support Services 

Recognizing  3 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. McCray has worked in education for thirteen years. He grew up in Jeffrey City, Wyoming, and after graduating, he 
attended the University of Wyoming and earned a B.S. in Agriculture Education. He taught for a year in Cody, three years 
in Hyannis, Nebraska, and six years at PHS. Mr. McCray then spent the next seventeen years in consulting and 
construction for the State of Wyoming. He completed several residential construction projects and built and remodeled 
investment properties. 

As the Coordinator of Support Services, he is responsible for maintaining the district facilities, the systems (HVAC), safety, 
and grounds. Those areas include the custodial, preventative maintenance, construction projects, warehouse 
management, safety and security and working with the state on our Facility Planning.  
 

“There are two things I like best about my job. The first is getting to work with the great people in this district. We are 

fortunate to have such high-quality staff who really take pride in their job every day, no matter where they work or what 

they do. The second is the ever-changing things that come my way. No two days are the same and my job is never 

boring.” 

Tammy Thiel 
PCSD#1 PHS Counseling Office Administrative Assistant 

Recognizing 5 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Thiel has worked in education for fourteen years. After graduating from Powell High School, she earned 
her Associate of Science from Northwest College and her BS in Elementary Education from Montana State 
University of Bozeman. Mrs. Thiel owned and operated a preschool for 3 and 4 years olds for eight years. She 
has helped her husband run their construction company and manages their cattle ranch operations. 

As the Administrative Assistant in the Counseling Office, Mrs. Thiel’s main responsibilities are computer data 
entry, copying and routine office duties so the high school counselors may devote their full attention to helping 
students. 

“My favorite part of being the administrative assistant in the high school counseling office is working with all of 
the different people.” 



Student Spotlight 

Brentley O’Mara 

Brentley is in 

kindergarten 

this year.  

Starting the 

school year 

with a bang, 

Brentley is 

energetic 

when it comes to learning.  He 

actively participates in learning 

his letter sounds, numbers, and 

other daily learning.  Working 

very meticulously, Brentley 

creates crafty projects and uses 

his best effort in everything. 

William McCleary 

Will is an extremely well behaved 

boy.  He is a great example to his 

classmates by following all the 

class rules, listening to directions, 

and respecting others.  Will is 

excited for learning and he never 

gives up.  Our school is lucky to 

have such a polite young man. 

Charlotte Holloway 

Our school 

wouldn’t be the 

same without 

Charlotte.  This 

kindergartener is 

a super leader 

and a helpful 

classmate.  

Charlotte loves school and is very 

excited about learning.  She enjoys 

learning her letters and sounds.  

She reads at home to meet her 

reading goal.  Also, Charlotte is 

kind to all her classmates   

Meet the Board 
The PCSD#1 Board of Trustees includes seven elected members, each serving a four-

year term. Board members volunteer their time to oversee the management of the 

district's schools, including the use of public funds, curriculum, employment, and 

facilities, as well as serving as the policy-making body within the district.  

Tracy Morris is completing her fourth year on the Board. She is originally from Billings, 

Montana, and moved to Powell to be closer to her husband's family, who live in 

Greybull.  She holds a degree in education and before moving to Powell taught for nine 

years in Idaho.  Once she and her family settled in Powell, she wanted to remain 

involved in education, so she sought a position on the Board. 

Mrs. Morris enjoys her position on the Board to see the children grow, learn, and 

ultimately graduate.  She understands that the Board has to make tough decisions, 

especially with the future of funding, but they strive to act in the kids' best interest 

with their strategic planning regarding the staff, the buildings, and safety.  PCSD#1 is 

the heart of Powell and loves the small-town atmosphere. 

When asked if she had any reading recommendations, she suggested "Wonder" 

which she is currently re-reading.  Auggie is an inspiration. 

Tracy Morris 

Favorite Quote: Be Grateful 
for small things, big things, 
and everything in between.  



New Faces 

Welcome to the following Certified Staff: 

Samantha Anttila, Powell High School 

Karlyn Brence, Westside 

Kristin Cuddy, District Psychologist 

MiRanda Foley, Southside 

Kayla Galindo, Parkside 

David Galindo, Southside 

Caitlyn Hinshaw, Southside 

David Holland, Powell High School 

Susie Mann, Powell High School 

Keegan McLain, Parkside 

Amanda Oliver, Southside 

Tessa Rasmussen, Westside 

Mary Ann Sapp, Parkside 

Rachel Schoessler, Middle School and Powell High School 

Allison Winckler, District Physical Therapist 

Jenne Wittwer, Parkside 



Around the District 
Over the summer, Parkside Elementary had new carpeting installed in the hallways and entry ways.   

Progress is being 

made on the new 

Agriculture building  

behind the high 

school.  The new 

facility will have a 

lab, meeting room 

and pens for 

livestock.  The facility 

is slated to be 

completed in 

October. 



Around the District 

The PCSD #1 Transportation Department has been hard at work 

over the summer!  They have added hand sanitizers to all the 

buses and will have some soft shield barriers in buses to isolate 

students who get ill or are unable to wear a mask.  The activity 

buses have been fitted with the Jet Packs that were used during 

remote learning to give the students Wi-Fi during travel.  New 

school bus lighting will make the buses more visible on the dark 

mornings.  The facility received a new paint job and a new shop 

service truck was purchased for the department. 

They take their responsibility of getting the students to school 

safely very seriously.  Their in depth route planning and 

consideration of students is taken in to account when they are 

mapping out their stops to minimize the students’ ride time and 

safety for all concerned. 

On September 14, a fire engulfed 

the Bus Barn and destroyed five 

busses, damaged two and caused 

structural damage to the building. 

No one was injured. 



Around the District 

Technology Update 

With the inauguration of remote learning on April 6, the Technology Department kicked into high gear.  From 

troubleshooting connectivity issues for our 1:1 devices at students' homes to ensuring our online activity's 

safety and security, including Zoom and virtual classes, while repairing devices as needed, the department 

responded to the needs of our teachers and students. 

Over the summer, outdated technology was replaced.  The High School returned their Lenovo laptops and 

are awaiting replacement Chromebooks. At the Middle School, the computer lab received new desktops and 

a layout that better allows for social distancing.  The collaboration rooms got a facelift and additional 

technology. 

Southside Elementary had their Promethean and Smartboards replaced with touch screen NewLine 

interactive boards for their third, fourth, and fifth-grade classes.  Parkside also installed NewLine boards in 

their fourth and fifth-grade classrooms and one third-grade classroom.  Westside installed NewLine boards in 

the library, one third-grade classroom, one fourth- grade 

classroom, and two fifth-grade classrooms.   



Around the District 

During the school closure and into the summer, 

the maintenance department and summer crew 

worked diligently to keep the lawns mowed, the 

sidewalks edged, new fences built and the 

grounds and buildings ready for school to open.  

The High School received new desks, so most of 

the old desks were switched out after the floors 

received a new coat of wax. 

The School Resource Officer’s office was 

relocated to the newly remodeled space that 

was once the School Store.  Officer 

Carpenter has moved in to the new space 

with a view of the commons. 



Shout outs! 

From Mr. Curtis:  We often talk about teams, and certainly, we all have our ideas on what an ideal team 
player is.  I would share with you today that to find that answer you need to look no further than our very 
own Rob McCray, Coordinator of Support Services. 
On August 20, it was very evident that a large shipment of the 
Plexiglas dividers we needed to make our classrooms and 
cafeterias safe to remove face coverings was not going to arrive as 
scheduled.  At an early morning meeting, the admin team 
discussed delaying school for one week to let a portion of the 
shipment come in.  The remainder of the shipment would trickle in 
over several weeks.  In the end, we had decided that the delay was 
inevitable. That is where Rob McCray stepped in. 
Rob called the company, based in Orange, CA, and worked a deal 
that if they could have the product ready, he would DRIVE TO 
CALIFORNIA to pick them up, which is exactly what he did.  He and his dad hooked up the trailer and were on 
the road to California within the hour. A roughly 2500 mile round trip to ensure that the safety supplies we 
needed to open school were here on time. 
We are re-opening on time, due in very large part to his selfless dedication to our students and staff. 

THANK YOU ROB McCRAY!! 

Do you have a teacher, staff member, student, event or activity you would like to recognize in our 

Shout Out section?  Please email your shout out nomination to Amy at ALJohnson@PCSD1.org 



FYI 

PCSD#1 replaced some student desks recently. We would 
like to offer these to anyone who may be in need for 
distance learning, home schooling, parochial school 
children or anyone else who could use them.  

The desks can be picked up in the brick courtyard on the 
corner of Ferris and 2nd street. Only these student desks 
may be taken and we will not load, haul or be responsible 
for anything related to someone picking them up.  



Shout outs! 

Shout out to Christy Landwehr of Summer Sicles 

Tasty Treats!  Thanks for making the SSB one of 

your stops this summer.                                                   

You were the highlight of our Thursdays! 

Shout out to the entire cleaning crew for all their 

hard work getting the buildings ready to re-open 

and all the new procedures.  Stay healthy folks! 

From Joyce Ruward:  Shout out to the Board of 
Trustees, Jay Curtis and the administrative team 
on their communication during the COVID-19 
closures to the staff, parents, and students.  We 
are truly blessed to be in an amazing district! 




