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Superintendent’s Message Mr. Jay Curtis 

Happy November to the PCSD1 staff, students, parents, and the community of 
Powell. It is often this time of year when we see people posting “what I am thankful    
for” on every social media platform available. Believe me when I say, I have a LOT to 
be thankful for, and could spend pages writing about my family, this community, and 
the great district of PCSD1, which I feel blessed to come to work to every day. 
However, this isn’t about me, and I feel that it may be important to recognize that 
there is a large number of people in our own community and in our country that 
struggle to find things to be thankful for. They instead struggle daily with depression, 
anxiety, or a number of other afflictions that fall in the category of mental health. 
Friends, the mental health crisis in our country is real, and our community and our 
schools are not immune. It is called by some an “epidemic of anguish.” In the last 10 
years, major depression among 16-17-year-olds has increased by nearly 70%. Nearly 
1 in 3 of all adolescents ages 13 to 18 will experience an anxiety disorder. These 
numbers have been rising steadily; between 2007 and 2012, anxiety disorders in 
children ages 6-17 went up 20%, and between 2012 and 2018 it jumped another 
41%. In students aged 15-19 years old, the suicide rate is 47% higher today than in 
the year 2000. These are just a few of the statistics that show a startling trend of 
increasing mental health issues in our youth. Much of the research is pointing to at 
least a strong correlation between the rise in social media use among teens AND 
adults. However, exact causation is still up for debate. I am including a few resources 
here to help identify causes and symptoms of mental health disorders, and 
specifically regarding the disorders that I previously mentioned. 

For more information on: 

 Mental Health Disorders please visit Mayo Clinic's Mental Illness in Children web
page;

 Depression please visit Mayo Clinic's information on Depression web page;

 Anxiety please visit the KidsHealth information on Anxiety in Children web page;

 Suicidal Ideation please visit this Information from Stanford Children's Health on
Teen Suicide web page.

So with all of the dire information I have shared, I want to reassure our parents and 
community that this is something we are taking very seriously as a district. Many of 
our schools have focused professional development on mental and social /emotional 
health, our mental health professionals (counselors and psychologists) are working 
closely within their schools to help identify struggling students, and assist students 
and families, as well as assisting in referring students to outside professionals. 
Finally, our district is currently completing a system-wide needs assessment to 
determine potential additional staffing needs to help address mental health in our 
schools. If you as a parent have concerns about your child, please contact your 
school counselor immediately to help your child get the help they may need today. 

November 2019 Events 

 1:  PHS Production of Night of the 
Living Dead  (7pm)

 2:  8th Grade Girls Basketball 
(10am/12pm)         
PHS Production of Night of the 
Living Dead  (7pm) 

 5:  8th Grade Girls Basketball 
(4:15pm/5:15pm) 

 11:  PHS Veterans Day 
Celebration (10am) 
MS Veterans Day Program 
(2:45pm) 
PHS/MS Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

 12:  PHS/MS Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
School Board Meeting (7pm) 

 13:  PS/SS/WS Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

 14:  PS/SS/WS Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
7th Grade Girls Basketball
(4:15pm) 

 19:  7th Grade Girls Basketball 
(4:15pm) 

 23:  7th Grade Girls Basketball 
(9am/11am) 
PHS Winter Formal (8:30pm) 

 25:  8th Grade Girls Basketball 
(2:15pm) 

 26:  School Board Meeting (7pm)

 27:  No School-Parent/Teacher 
Trade Day 

 28-29:  No School 
Thanksgiving Break 

https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/any-anxiety-disorder.shtml#part_155096
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/childrens-health/in-depth/mental-illness-in-children/art-20046577
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/depression/symptoms-causes/syc-20356007
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/anxiety-disorders.html
https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=teen-suicide-learning-to-recognize-the-warning-signs-1-1696%0c
https://www.stanfordchildrens.org/en/topic/default?id=teen-suicide-learning-to-recognize-the-warning-signs-1-1696%0c


November’s Staff Recognition 

Charli Fluty 
PCSD#1 Powell High School Physical Education Teacher 

Recognizing 9 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Fluty has been in education for 9 years. She is a Wyoming native and earned her degree from the 
University of Wyoming. She has spent her entire educational career, happily, here in PCSD#1. She is excited 
that she gets to spend her day working with the very best students. She and her students work hard, play 
games, learn about themselves, each other, and a topic of utmost importance, their health. She practices 
what she teaches, and when not in school, Mrs. Fluty is outdoors camping, fishing, and hiking with her 
family. 

“The best part of my job would be the relationships I build with my PCSD#1 family.  This is such an incredible 
district and I am grateful every day that I can be a part of it.” 

Necole Hanks 
PCSD#1 Powell Middle School Science Teacher  

Recognizing 13 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Hanks has been in education for 15 years.  She earned her associate of science degree in Ecology/Biology 
from Western Nebraska Community College and transferred to Colorado State University and received her 
bachelor of science in Microbiology.  Her first "professional" job was Quality Control Manager for a meatpacking 
plant.  Next, she worked in a family-owned drug store and as a dental assistant, as Thermopolis was not in need 
of a microbiologist at the time.  She then pursued her masters of arts degree from University of Phoenix online in 
secondary teacher education while staying home with her two daughters.  She completed her student teaching at 
Hot Springs County High School under the direction of Dr. Jeb Schenck, teaching biology.  After moving from 
Thermopolis to Powell, she began substitute teaching for PCSD1.  After a year of getting to know all the schools 
and all the grade levels, she accepted a Title I Aide position at Powell Middle School.  She worked as an aide for 2 
years and then was hired as a 6th grade science teacher.  She hopes she inspires students to ask questions and 
always wonder, "What if...?"  If she had to sum up what she does, she would say she orchestrates learning. 

“My favorite part of teaching science is continually striving to make each day a great learning experience for my 
students.  I hope to inspire all my students to want to learn more and be world changers.  I want each and every 

one of my students to walk out the door of my classroom equipped to use what I have taught them to make a 
difference in their world.” 



November’s Staff Recognition 

Jason Hillman 
PCSD#1 Parkside and Clark Elementary Principal 

Recognizing 5 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mr. Hillman has worked in education for 24 years. He was born and raised in Powell and received his 
undergraduate degree in Dickinson, ND, and his graduate degree from the University of Wyoming in Laramie. 
He has taught grades two, four, and five and has coached football, track, and softball.  His previous experience 
includes Principal in Sheridan, WY, an Associate with Solution-Tree and the Director of Literacy Collaborative 
and Reading Recovery at The Ohio State University.  As principal at Clark and Parkside, he works with students, 
staff, and parents to create the best school we can for our children. 

“My favorite part of the job is easy-THE KIDS!!!!” 

Robyn Paul 
PCSD#1 Southside Elementary Fourth Grade Teacher 

Recognizing 5 years of above & beyond service to the District 

Mrs. Paul has been in education for 11 years.  Originally from Pennsylvania, she traveled across the country to 
attend and receive her teaching degree from BYU.  Before moving home to Wyoming, she taught in Utah and 
North Carolina.  She currently teaches 4th grade at Southside Elementary.  

Over the past few years, Mrs. Paul has had the opportunity to attend and participate in professional 
development.  These opportunities have allowed her to learn and grow in the art of teaching.  During the school 
day, she likes to think she helps, teaches, and inspires students not only academically, but as individuals.  She 
loves it when she hears the words: “Yes, I got it!” “Oh, you just taught me something,” and even, “Can you 
show me again?”  In her class, they cover everything from reading, writing, and math to the basic essentials of 
being a good friend.  She loves to share stories and connect with each other as they enjoy the adventure of the 
school year together! 

“My favorite part of the job is simply the students!  I love that students arrive each day, ready to learn and share 
just a glimpse of their life.  I love the smiling faces, high fives, and the energy they bring.  There never seems to 
be our dull moment in our class…they keep me laughing!  Southside students have always amazed and inspired 

me to become a better teacher...so to them I say, thank you!” 



Around the District 

Hanks Receives National Award 
On October 15th, President Donald J. Trump announced the recipients of 
the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching (PAEMST) and the Presidential Awards for Excellence in Science, 
Mathematics and Engineering Mentoring (PAESMEM). 

Awardees come from schools in all 50 States, the District of Columbia, the 
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) schools, and schools in 
the United States territories of Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the United States 
Virgin Islands.  Nominations and awards are facilitated by the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and the National Science 
Foundation.  The individuals and organizations announced are 2017 and 2018 Awardees. 

Presidential award for K-12 teachers 

Established in 1983, PAEMST is the highest award given by the U.S. Government 
to kindergarten through 12th grade teachers of mathematics and science, 
including computer science. 

A panel of distinguished mathematicians, 
scientists, and educators at the State and 
national levels assess the applications before 
recommending nominees to OSTP.  Teachers 
are selected based on their distinction in the classroom and dedication to 
improving science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) education. 

Recipients of the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching: 

Wyoming 
Necole Hanks, Powell Middle School 
Amy Kassel, East High School 
Helen Ommen, Spring Creek Elementary School 
James Stith, Newcastle High School  

For the complete list of recipients,  
visit this link to press release with list of recipients by state 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-announces-presidential-excellence-awards-science-mathematics-engineering/?fbclid=IwAR2q6aQ958Sz0rcV0d35hI9VEzfGfftRUWJYcPvscxkAD3tDRIv7Xh3Rmh0


Student Spotlight 

PCSD#1 Preschool 

Our November student spotlight 
highlights all our 

PCSD#1 preschoolers!  
Teacher Jill Thompson, says they are 
having a fantastic fall!  In October, 
they learned about fire prevention 
and received a visit from the fire 
department.  The kids thought it was 
awesome to climb on the fire truck!  
They cruised right into pumpkins, 
bats, and Halloween.  Students 
measured, weighed, counted and 
made volcanos out of their 
pumpkins!  The classes have been 
working hard on letters, sounds, and 
social skills too.  Now it’s already 
November, and they get to discover 
that there is always something to be 
thankful for! 

Meet the Board 
The PCSD#1 Board of Trustees includes seven elected members, each 
serving a four-year term.  Board members volunteer their time to 
oversee the management of the district’s schools, including the use of 
public funds, curriculum, employment, and facilities, as well as serving 
as the policy-making body within the district.  
Mr. Greg Borcher has served on the board for 13 years, first as 
treasurer, then Vice-Chairman, and currently serves as the Chairman. 
He filed his paperwork to run for the PCSD#1 Board of Trustees on his 
daughter’s first day of kindergarten and she graduated from PHS last 
year! A native of Powell and PHS graduate, Mr. Borcher is proud of the 
district and the drive across the system to always do better. He 
highlighted many accomplishments and milestones for the district 
during his tenure. The current PHS building was a shell when he came 
onto the board, and since then, the district has completed the high 
school, built the middle school and two elementary schools. 
He knows that state funding challenges lie ahead, but the district will 
pull together and continue to do what is best for our children as they 
do each and every day. He is taking his leadership experience to the 
next level and will be the first President of the Wyoming School Boards 
Association from Park County. 

“Thank you to all the employees in the 

district for the awesome job they do for 

our kids.” -Mr. Greg Borcher, Chairman 

of the PCSD#1 Board of Trustees 



Around the District 

On October 15th, PCSD#1 Elementary Schools were visited by Justine 

Kougl, founder of the Tour of Kindness (TOK). She shared the 

powerful story of Quinn Kougl and her legacy of kindness. The 

Kougl’s are a ranch family from Montana with three children, the 

youngest of which, Quinn, was born with the condition Treacher 

Collins Syndrome that created cranial-facial differences and high 

medical needs. Inspired by Quinn, TOK was created to “empower all 

people (especially our youth), through kindness, to be the change in 

their own world.” Quinn passed away in December 2017, but the 

family continues her kindness mission by visiting organizations and 

educating students about the importance of being kind and choosing 

to be the difference. Our elementary students left the assemblies 

armed with a Kindness Toolbox full of tools they can use every day. 



Around the District 

Middle School Band and Chorus Concert– October 15 

6th Grade Band 

8th Grade Band 

8th Grade Chorus 

7th Grade Chorus 

7th Grade Band 



Around the District 

Shakespeare in the Schools 

On October 22nd PHS hosted a performance of Romeo and Juliet 

presented by Montana Shakespeare in the Parks touring company. 

The company serves the entire state of Montana as well as communities 

in the surrounding states of North Dakota, Wyoming, Idaho and 

Washington. It has become one of Montana State University's best 

known and most effective outreach programs.  

After the performance for the entire student body, the company hosted 

four lively workshops for the freshman class.  Backstage Pass allowed 

students a behind the scenes look at the inner workings of the theater. 

Shakespeare and Star Wars translated favorite scenes from Star Wars 

into Shakespearian language.  Relevance/Storytelling allowed students 

to re-enact scenes from the play they just watched and put it in 

contemporary language.  Stage combat taught students the basics of 

making on-stage violence look real while ensuring the safety of 

everyone. 



Shout outs!

Westside says thank you to Mr. Lynn on 

National Custodians Day! 
Great job to the Cubs!  The 7th and 8th Grade football teams are 

2019 Conference Champions! 

Powell Middle School wants to 

publically thank Cheryl Fels, 

Professional Printing & Binding 

Shop Operator, for how hard she 

works in the Print Shop!  Cheryl 

goes above and beyond to 

produce high quality items 

promptly!  Thank you Cheryl for 

your dedication-we appreciate 

all you do! 

Do you have a teacher, staff member, student, event or activity you would like to recognize 

in our Shout Out section?  Please email your shout out nomination to Amy at 

ALJohnson@PCSD1.org 



FYI 

Tips for Parents on Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Courtesy of the National Education Association 

A key ingredient for educational achievement is the parent-
teacher conference, and to make sure they're successful for both 
parents and teachers, we've come up with a list of what educators 
would like parents to know. 

The first on the list: Show up, please! 

“We know parents are busy, but it is important to carve out time 
to invest in your child’s education and ensure success at school,” 
said National Education Association President Dennis Van Roekel. 
“To get the most out of parent-teacher conferences, parents need 
to take an active role in their child’s education year-round and 
come prepared to discuss how their child can reach their full 
potential.” 

Here are the rest of our tips for parents: 

Get Ready 
Do your homework prior to parent-teacher conferences. Prepare 
by writing notes to yourself concerning: 

 Any questions about the school’s programs or policies.
 Things you can share with the teacher about your child

and his life at home.

 Questions about your child’s progress.

Ask Important Questions 
Don’t be afraid to engage in a frank conversation with your child’s 
teacher. Your goal is to develop an action plan for your child’s 
success at school. Good questions to ask the teacher include: 

 What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses?
 How does my child get along with classmates?
 Is my child working up to her ability? Where could she

use improvement?
 What can we do at home to support what you are doing

in the classroom?

Initiate the Action Plan 
Start immediately on the action plan you and the teacher put 
together. Discuss the plan with your child and track his progress. 
Stay in touch with your child’s teacher throughout the year with 
regularly scheduled “report card” conferences that can keep the 
communication lines open. 

“Parents are the best resource for a child to make the grade,” said 
Van Roekel. “When teachers and parents work together, we can 
help a child have a successful school year.” 

THANKSGIVING 
Fun Facts 

The First Thanksgiving, in 1621, 
lasted for 3 days 

The first feast probably included 
wild goose or duck, venison, fish, 

and lobster 

Sarah Josepha Hale convinced 
Abraham Lincoln to make 

Thanksgiving a national holiday in 
1863 after a letter writing campaign 

over the course of her life 

96% of American families gather on 
Thanksgiving for a meal 

Americans eat 46 million turkeys 
and 50 million pumpkin pies each 

Thanksgiving 

Most popular ways to serve leftover 
turkey: sandwich, stew, chili and 

casseroles 

The average number of calories 
consumed on Thanksgiving is 4,500 

No forks at the first Thanksgiving! 
The first Thanksgiving was eaten 
with spoons and knives— but no 

forks!  

The Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade began in 1924 with 400 

employees marching from Convent 
Ave to 145th street in New York 

City. No large balloons were at this 
parade, as it featured only live 
animals from Central Park Zoo.  

Facts courtesy of allparenting.com 




